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The Preface tothe Reader. 


Candid Reader, | 

EING conſcious of my own Inabilities, and ſuſpi- 
cious either of the Willingneſs, or Sufficiency of 
moſt now upon the Stage, to write a pertinent 
Preface to this poſthumous Piece of the Labowrs of ſuch 
"Ys faithful Aut hor and great Orator, with proportionate 
heavenly 2 eal and Fidelity, I rather inc line 
ſome of the then dignified, tho nom g wifes Worthies, 
ly their yet unprinted, however pertinent Epifles, ſhould 
heve the Preference herein: That, the famous Anti- 
pas, Chriſt's faithful Witneſs, Mr. James 5 

pon his Advance io lift the then fallen Standard, 4 
enter the Liſts of contending earneſtly for the Faith, 
once delivered to the Saints, accoſts thoſe by bis Lei- 

ter, 4s is ſaid, whons he calls his dear Brethres, © 
It is not unknown to wh yet alive, how the 
Lord in a ſignal Manner diſplayed his Banner in 
Britain and Ireland; with what Meaſure of holy 
Lal, Courage, Faichfulneſs and Conſtaney he acted 
Ind animated the Spirits of his Followers, in their 
Wreltlings, Contendings and Appearances for Him, 
tis Truths and Kingdom, eſpecially for the Dig- 
nity ot his kingly and royal Office: And how he 
Ignally ſubdued their Enemies, ſcattered and de? 
"Wcated all his and their Oppolers ; ſo that, at length, 
te advanced that glorious Work of Reformation, 
accting to himſelf a moſt glorious Building of a 
molt beautiful Fabrick, founded upon the Pr ophets 

nd Apoſtles, Feſus Cu, iſt himſelf being the chief C- 
a2 mers 


iy Tire Preface 
ner-fone; and for his own Glory, and the Encoy. 

© gabement of his Subjects, he eftabliſhed in his Houle 
octrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, 

with Ordinances and Officers, according to his 

own Inſtirution: And how He engaged to him. 

ſelf, by ſolemn and ſacred Oaths and Covenants 

le Lands, and his People in them to one another: 

y which Covenants, his People engaged themelye 

| to the utmoſt of their Power, ſincerely, really and 
4 conſtantly, all the Days of their Lives, to endeavour 
q private and perſonal, publick and national Refor. 
mation, according to his Word: And likewiſe en. 
1 paged themſelves to the Extirpation of Popery, Pre. 
| acy, Erattianiſm, Errors, Hereſies, and Whatſoer 
is contrary to ſound Doctrine and the Power « 
Godlineſs : And how, while they remained fait 

ful in his Cauſe and Covenant, be eminently a; 

| peared in publick Ordinances, in their Aſſemblies 
1 rth the Goſpel in great Abundance an 
| Splendor, Power aud Purity; ſo that His pleaſant 
Goings, in his Sanctuary, were joyful and refreſt 
| ing to his People in theſe Seaſons ; and fo doth tht 
Memory thereof remain freſh with many yet alive. 

©" Neither is unknown that ſad and ſhameful Dt 
| fection, Unfaithfulneſs and Heaven-provoking A 
j poliacy, even of theſe, who engaged themſelves it 
theſe Covenants ; how ſome, and that not a fe 

did own that ſacred Bond, and made Uſe of it, 

it might prove conducive to their ſiniſtrous End 

| in helping them to mount the Saddle of Prete 
. ment; Who, when they had gained their Deſign 
| thereby, could lay it aſide, and without Bluſhio 
call ir, An old Almanack out of Date: And ho) 
other ſoine have 15 and avowedly broken thel 
Rorids, and calt theſe Cords from them, r 
ccc =. the 
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to the Reader, 1 
they will not have this Man 10 rule over them; not 
only with the Dog returning to his Vomit, and the 
Gw to the Puddle , but alſo, ro the utmoſt of their 


Power, reproaching, oppreſſing, perſecuting to the 
Death all, who chdeavoured. to be faithful in per- 


forming their Vows to God, and eould not run to 


the ſame Exceſs of Riot with themſelves : And how 


others have given themſelves to a deteſtable Neu- 


ality, as regardleſs whether Religion ſink, or 


ſwun, and Demas-like, forſaking Chriſt, his Inte- 
rt and Followers, embracing this preſent World: 
And how others have complied with Enemies and 


K bloody Perſecutors, ſtrengthning them in their wie- 


ked Ways, and ſwallowing down the poiſoning 
Cup of Promotion and Indulgence, have crept in 
under their Wings for Shelter, and, contrary to the 
expreſs Articles ſworn in the Coyenant, have ſepa- 
rated, and ſuffered themſclves to be divided, 
from their ſtedfalt and faithful Brethren ; and 
thereby expoſed the Faithful co the open View, 
Rage, Fury and Malice of bloody Perſecu- 


J tors; who cannot be judged innocent of their 


dufferings: And alſo, how others, altho' they 
do not in Words diſown their Engagements, 
but will plead for the Neceſſity of adhering un- 
to, and performing the Obligation of their Cove- 
nant, yet, by a contrary Practice, have virtually and 
viſibly denied all; and are now as ready to diſ- 
courage, cenſure and reprove the faithful Remnant, 
alumniating their Endeavours and Zeal, as ſome of 
the open Enemies, or indulged, or Apoſtates ; from 
them, there 1s little more Ground to expect Favour 
to the Faithful, than from others that profeſs not ſo 
much Religion: For, they, forſooth, mult be eſteem- 
« che moſt prudent, religious and choice Profeſſors 


# 


of 
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of any Fand if any-alledge.otherwiſe, as diſprovi 
the Haden Thin gs of Diſhoneſty and Error, — 
{ure to diſoblige them, andi under- ly the Scourge of | 
their Tongues : But as the Tree 15 known by his 
Fruit, ſo are ſuch Minitters and Profeſſors, who 
will toHow Chriſt no Jonger, than they can have 
onward Safety, preſent Eaje and quiet Conventen- 
cies,- as ig known by their Practices: And how al. 
ſo, this is ſeen and. diſcovered, that their Unfaith- 
fulneſs in theſe ſacred Covenatits, Backſlidings and 
Compliances; and the Sins of Sons and Daughter I. 
have been, and are the Principal Occaſion. of theſe lo 
many temporal and ſpiritual Judgmevts and In 
Plagues, that have overtaken theſe Lands, theſe 
Years'bygone ; and of the Hardning af: Hears, Impe-· In 
niteney and retuſing to return to Him, Who dothl;; 
not only continue theſe Judgments ; but alſo gives 
Grolind to fear, chat ere long, our God, who will; 
not be ſlighted nor moeked, will looſe the Sluce ah 
His threatned - Indignation, in puniſhing the Apoſta- ID 
"fie, Obltinaey and Ingratitude of this Generation, I d 
and make theſe Covenanted Lands, ſignally Monu -I to 
ments of his Wrath, and exemplary Spectacles of his 
Judgments ;/ it Mercy, in their true and timous Re- 
-penrance, prevent not, which is very unlikely: ſeeing 
He hath ſo long and loud founded a Retreat, and 
eried in the Ears of the Nation, with ſo little Sue. 
ceſs; there being ſo few thereby alarmed and wake 
ned with the loud Sound of his Trumpet. m 
Neither alſo is it unknown, how the Lord hath 
been pleaſed, in the midſt of the General, and al: 
molt Univerlal Defection of all Ranks, for his own 

Glory, and for keeping up the Memory of his Wort 
in theſe Lands, to preſerve a ſmall Remnant of th: 
many Thouſands, who engaged themſelves to MA 


fait 
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; To the Reader, Wo. 
wing Ncaichſul for him: And bow be hath; called forth 
y are many of them, at ſeveral Iimes, and ſueh Seaſons © 
ge of Ws he ſaw fit, to witneſs and teſtify for his Kingly 
/ bis ¶ Authority, Cauſe and Coveyants, eſpecially in theie 
who lat Years, in Scotland; aud with what, Meaſure of 
have I Courage he bath animated them, to- triumph over 
nien- N great Difficulties, inhumane Torturings) and cruel 
Wal Deaths; ſealing their Teſtimony to his. Cauſe with 
falth- their Blood, in the open-. Fields, on Scaffolds and 
and I Gibbets, to the Confuting of Enemies and Apoſtates, 
zhters to the Confixtaing, Strengthning and Eneouraging 
theſe of the Faithful: And how alſo he hathyyes- a Rem- 

and I nant, having:raiſed up orhers of Zions Children, 
whoſe Hearts: he hath determined to deelare and 
teſtify. againſt the Defectionz; Exils and Abomina- 
tions of cheſe Times; teſoly ing to keep cloſe by his 
Standard, and. to follow. him, upon all Hazar 
thro good Report and bad Reæpoxt': And likæwiſe, 
how he bath put it into cheir Hearts, in thefe evi 
IDꝛys, when they are deprived! in a great Meaſure of 

the Benefit and Comfort ot bis publliek Ordinances, 

Io conſtitute themſelves together in ſeveral Societies, 
according to the Contingency: of Dwellings, and; 
Re. Convenieney of Aſſembliung, to meet and aſſoelate 
bor Prayer arid Conference, and other Chriſtian Du- 
ties incumbent for them to follow in their Stations, 
Exi and Circumttances; and that for the mu- 
g nal Good, Inſtruction, Advice, and Encouxage- 
ment of one another: And how he bath determi- 
tu ted them td chooſe the ſucred. Scriptures for their 

"Rule, and the Spirit, accord ing to his Word, to be 
cheir Guide and Teacher; reſolving to adhere to 
Ihe Voice of the great Shepherd, and to go forth by 
Ide Footſteps of the Flock; and Example of the faith: 
al Cloud of Witneſſes; feeding by the —— 
ents 
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_— De Preface | 
Tents, and heäring, as Occaſion offers his Voice by 
the Miniſtry of his faithful Ambaſladors,: ſent of 
Him in his own, Way, for the publiſhing of his 
Goſpel and Adminiſtration of his Ordinances, in 
their reprovingy Teaching and Exhorting in the 
Lord; and al{þbeing taught of Him, to decline 
the Voiee of Strangers: How they dare not own; 
nor countenanee, as his, Meſſengers, ſuch, as ( tho' 
- pretending to be his Companions ) want the Qua- 
fifications. Characters, Properties and Converſation . 
of his Goſpel Miniſters: And how they dare not . 
confociate with, nor admit to theis::Fellowſhip, 
Perſons of Erroneous Principles, or ſeandalous BY 
Practices; even albeit they go under the Name of 
Profeſſors; and Diſſenters, or Sufferers: judging It 
themſelves ſpecially eoncerned diligently to advert Wt! 
to this; ſmce ſo many, who were eſteemed eminent In 
Miniſters, and great Profeſſors; have, in this great | 
Day of Trial and Weighing, proven light, frail and 
wanting; yea, Reuben- like, unſtable as Water, who. 
' ſhall not exeel ; yea, unſound in the Cauſe of Chriſt ; 
and fo have become dangerous Tentations and Snares I 
to others ;- and ſeeing one Achan occaſions Wrath 
to kindle againſt a whole Congregation, it prompts N 
them to the greater Carefulneſs and Diligence, nN 
their inquiring into the Principles and Practice or 
Converſation of every Perſon, whom they receive, 
or admit to their Fellowthips. — Thus he, 
Fir I may not here inſert this whole Epiſtle; If 
Itranſgreſs the preſcribed Bounds of this Preface, Tho! 
not very anxious, or careful te obviate all that Crititke, 
Gallioes, or the Time-ſervers of this Age may objell 
ainſt this excellent Piece; yet, I muff for thy Suti 
{ttm ad Jomething d, d, . 
9 by 
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| To the Readers it. 
by 4s to its Author, bar famous, faithful and real. 
t of MW as Minifter and Wirneſs of Jeſus Chrift, while, after 
f his Ml bi: Baniſhment — bit Char - _ - his 
„ in N wide Ceuntrey, re ſiding in that Patmos, Holland, he 
\ the te ſeveral Pieces 3 Naphthali, Banders Dif- 
celine N banded, Cup of Cold Water, Prefatory Epiſtles to 
dyn, ſome of great Ar. Brown's Pieces, and many Letters 
tho d Papers not yet publiſhed ; e — an Hiſtory of 
Qua: © the Defection of the Church of Scotland: whereof Mr. 
ion Hiels, ſpeating in his Preface to the Hind of the Uſe 
not d Neceſſay of ſuch an Hiſtory, Says, —= 
ſhip, The World indeed is at a Lofs, that that 
alous would do it eannot, and they that could and ſhould 
ne of do it will not; and it is a ter Loſs, not onl 
ging ft Sor / and, but alſo to the whole Chrithan World, 
dvert that what hath been done in this Kind already can= 
inent dot ſee the Light, or rather that the Church of 
ren Chriſt is deprived of its Light, which through the 
und mary of the Times, and the diſingenuous Prudence 


who ef ſome, who ſuffer themſelves to be impos d upon 
hriſt; ty the Patrons of Defection, is embezilled and fup- 
nares rreſſed; I mean, that excellent and faithful Hiſtory 
Vrath ef Defection, the Poſthumous Work, of famous 
>mpts Ir. Mard, whoſe Praiſe is in the Churches : 
de, nich, if they that have it in keeping would do 


8 lelves the Honour, and the World the Happi- 
Fels of publiſhing it, there mould be no more need 
0 diſcoyer, from whence, to What, and How, this 


le; lef (church bath fallen and degenerate ; nor ſo great 
„ Tho iffieulty in that indiſputable and indiſpenſible 
iti Pury that ſuch a Day calls for, in ſearching and 
objett Frying our Ways, to the end we may turn again to 
Sati(- Nie Lord ee with (ſays he) that they who have 


% may conſult more their own Duty and Credite, 

Ad what they owe to the Memory of the Dead, the 

urehes Edifieation, on Days Teltimony, _ 
wy 


.a 


World of ſuch a Treaſure ; which J doubt not to 
Church; and Rick not to tell them, if they will not 


to Rugherford's Letters. 


faithful Miniſters then in the Place ; but he pled | 
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the Honour of Chriſt, than to continue robbing the 7 


eall Treaſon againſt Chriſt, and Sacrilege againſt the ; 
publiſh it, the World muſt know there was ſuch f 
Thing done. Thus he. And the . Aut hor in thi 7 
Piece before us P. 64. calls that Hiſton * the DefettionY,, 
with a Bundle of other Papers, a Part of his Teftimonff(c 
ag ainft the Defettions, I hey muſt then be very obdur ai 
who ſuppreſs them, if, upon reading of what is above ſaid; 
there Practice cauſe not 4 Storm in their Conſcience : aff}, 
the Author jpeaks, on the like Occaſion, in bis Prefac 50 


Tubis Piece now printed has been too long detained fri 
the Publick ; tat Written by the Aut bor among bi 
laſt Labours, on this Occaſion, 4s was ſaid, MA. Robe 
Fleming being admitted to be Miniſter of the Scot 
Congregation in Rotterdam, after faithful Mr. Brown 
Death, did next Tear after Bothwel-Break, ſet . 
ſome Indulged man, who had gone over, into his Pulpe 
zo Preach ; who preſenting, ſome that knew bat be 14 
withdrew, and others after were offended ; ſome of the 
tender, pious and Zealous Per ſons went and converſe 
with Mr. Fleming on the Affair; he not only defeni 
his employing ſuch, and did ſo again to the ſcandal 
ing of many, who ſem he did not ſo employ the 1 


the Indulgence, and Union with the indulged : Wher \ 
upon ſome withdrew from himſelf. 8 he vat 
theſe Papers, and ſent them, diretled to Ar. Robeſſi) 
M*ward, to be communicate with the ſociety in priva 
Fellowſhip with him, and all whom it concerned, Wher 
pon Mr. M*ward ſeund himſelf obliged to Anſs 
His Anſwers thou haſt moſt genuin, and e xactiy agre F 
ing to the Copy care ully written and diligently compaq 
by zealous John Goodal and bis Sons, there at 5 
— 1 
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Ng the ine: And if any ſuſpeft one Word or Sentence to be adal- 

"ot OY rate, they may nor only fee that Opy and another; but 

alt che Original alſo is in the Hands of 4 certain Miniſter 
bi, Church, wbo may detect the ſame, if he can. 

ſuch Seeing theſe Anſwers were not publiſhed, when Mr. 


Ifleming's fir Paper ( with additions, tho" not intirely) 
ws printed 1681, under the ſpecious Title of The 
Church wounded and rery by a Spitit of Diviſion, 
ee. Whoſe Wounds are bleeding to this Day. And 
ir own ample Preface thereto prefixed Nor at the 
te Revolution; when, at the Aſſembly 1690. Maſters 

yd, Shields and Lining preſented a large Papergand 
be People (by their Commiſſuners) another, neither of 
MpbichPapers could obtain aHearingin that Aſſembh, muc h 

ſs any Redreſs: compleaning among many ot her Grievan- 

„ of the Indulgences, and vindicating of the ſame 2 
nany Miniſters: Tender, Zealous and "ſerious People 

u the ſaid three Miniſters in their Method and Mo- 

ves of Union, P. 14, 15. %) alledging they could 

ot have freedom, or clearnels to Joyn with Mini- 

be ws lers, from whom they had formerly withdrawn, 
ntull they ſhould acknowledge their Defection; 
vr without that they could never be aceounted 
"Shichfal, and would never faithfully urge others to 
confeſs their Sins, when they would not Confeſs 
their own : And that Union without this, would 
Jury the Teſtimony againſt theſe Defections—again, 
Fother Objections and Scruples were adduced, both 
Frierbally and in Papers ſent from Societies, ( againſt 

Union, except the foreſaid Defections were confeſ- 
Jed) bearing that they could not return to a de- 
dining Party, untill they ſhould return from their 
Declinings ; and that Confeſſion and forſaking of 
in, is ſo frequently inculcate in the Scriptures, that 
wichout this, they could not expect the Bleſſing of 
Iod upon the Miniſtry of theſe, who retained _ 
þ - 
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defended Cauſes of Wrath ; and that the Church 
was not yet ſettled, and the Government not yet eſla- 
| bliſhed ; and fo they could not tell, hut there Might 
| be Corruption in the very Conſtitution of it, Such 
2 Piece as this might had VViight then; but ſeeing it 
came not forth at that Seaſon ; This Seems to be the Sea- 
Jon next to that. moſt opportune : Becauſe that noy 
Mr, Wodrow in bis large, yet mank and peril Hife. 
7%, hath given the World 1 believe, that theſe who of 
owned thoje Tyrants Authority, and withdrew from the 
Indulged and there Abettors, were not Presbyterians, 
but 4g 4 Set} of ſeditions Schiſmaticks, &cc. making 
their Aftings and Sufferings to be a Reproach to Prei. 
byterjans ; Tis publiſhed nap, to the Gloryof * 
' our Head, and the ſole Head of bis Church, and for ile 
Vindication of Truth and Owners thertof, and Sufferers i 
therefore, w — not Fog * to the — „ not 
accepting Deliverance, for maintaining Precbyterian 
Principles, according to our 8 and Covenants, 
as they mere founded on the Scriptures of Truth ( put- 
ting him to the Defyance to prove the contrary : ) when 
theſe, whow he in their Doings and Sufferings extols and 
applauds, afted contrary te Presbyterian Principles; if 
nor can be make it appear that any Indulged Man in 
Scotland ſo loved either Chriſt, or yet true Precbyterian 
Principles, as to loſe their Life for them; and very fer 
c their Abettors, or Adherents were ever honouredito ſea if 
fach A Teftimony with their Blood; but went from one I. 
Evil of Compliance to a Worſe, till the Toleratjon from 
4 Popiſh Tyrant ſwalloned up al, leaving none but theſe, 
who, be ſays, went to Heig bis, 1105 xce ſes, Extre-F* 
mities, &c. But what nere theſe Heights, &cc. ? 1. Vas 
it their Di ſonning a Man, ( whoſe nell known C. 
rater nas neither Chriſtian, nor ako but a perjur d 


Apoſtate) to be their King, abo had Re ſcinded all jacred I 
Covenants and Laws ſupporting Presbyterian Govern. 
ment; making it Criminal to Friitlon fer  Redreſs, ( - 

10 
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To the Reader, X11 
le Defence and maintaining of theſe were the Terms of 
is Admiſſion to, and Reception of Royal Dignity, and 
be Inſtruments of Government, and the Peoples Allegi- 
Such Noce, and promiſed Subjeftion and Obedience : ) 4nd 
Sn bed himſelf with that Heaven- during Supremacy, 
Ca- Id Shedding the Blood of Saints, who could nor compiy 
u ieh, but wit ne ſſed againſt him therein? Or, 2. was it 
Hiſt heir Withdrawing j rom the Indulg ed, and their Patro—-—ꝛ 
of lers, who eonfirmed him in the Mediators T hrone, ex- 
© Wing io the Per ſecuting Enemy, all that would not Foyn 
*r Feber applaud them in ſo doing, but were con{jrained 
ans Mineſs againſt them, who thas nere fitting at Eaſe 
e, No wretched Ea iſe | ) while their Brethren were Jeo- 
ding their 4 in the high Hos of — Field? 
v, 3. was it their oppoſing 4 Popiſh Succeſſion, in the 
| 2 the Duke of Val, and teſtiſying againſt his 
imiſſion, and Tyranny; when his moderate Party, 
bom be ſtrives to canonize, and render their Stedfaſt 
fs in Presbyterian Principles, immortal, and their 
fferings excesſive,were quietly crouching to, and loyal- 
addreſſing him? Let all true Presbyterians, in this 
ud future Ages, Judge, whether theje, who diſonned 
b Perſons and Ways, and died witneſſing againſt 
em; Or theſe, who owned and complied with them, are 
be reputed the true Presbyterians ; or to be efteemed 
e greateſ} Reproach to that Profeſſion, 5 
And albeit Mr. Wodrom, and the Men of his Confede? 
9, boaſt, as they do, and inſult ever their Captive 
recthren ( who dare not ſay, A Confederacy, to all 
em, to whom they ſay, A Confederacy ) 4s it were 
ing, Get you far from the Lord ; to us 1s the 
d given, —Ezek. 11. 15. Net, He mill be to them 
4 Sanctuary, when be will be to their Oppaſers for 
done of Stumbling and Rock of Offence, for 
Gin and a Snare, Cc. Uſa, vin. 12, 13, 14. 
d, until! they be aſhamed, and humbled for 
1 | 2 thele 


een, 
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theſe Things, witneſſed againſt by their martyred and 
Captive Brethren 2 Cloud of Witneſs, v. f. this 
Piece, tis not to be expected they ſhall ever ſee the 
Form of the Lord's Houſe, in its Dimenſions, Utenſils, 
Laws aud Ordinances ; or be uſeſul and profitable ſervant 
therein : Ezek. xliii. 10, 11. and xliv. 12, 13. Bu 
. ſeeing all theſe Defettions and Declinings are parre- 
nized, vindicated or palliated hy Mr, Wodrow and 
the Bulk of this Church and Nation, (who had need 
- advert to Luk xi. 48, 50, 51.) with all the Defettion; 
ſince; and the Truth and Teſtimony againſt them con- 
demned; the Publication hereof is therefore S EA. 
SONABLE at this Time, 

However, the *. 1 of publiſhing it now, is nut u 
derogat from the Credit of Mr, Wodrow's Hiſtory, in 
fo far as he has acted the Part of 4 true Hiſtorian, in 
repreſenting the Evils of Prelacy and Tyranny, the 
cruel, corrupting and killing ſcourges of Church ani 

State; wherein he wat at ſo much Pains | 
' Expentes, Nor 2. to expoſe. Pre abyterians, or their 
Faults; For, as they were godly, they were te be Inlffh; 
and reverenced ; and in ſo far as any of them afted, wif 
ſuffered for the cemmon Cauſe of Religion and Liber. 
they are owned to bave witneſſed for Chriſt and then, 
Countrey ; Alſs in as far as their Sufferings and Acting 
were according to Presbyterian Principles, all true Pre 
byterians own them, as ſuch : But would be excuſeli 
if they can own, or follow them no further, than they di 
Chriſt, his per ſecuted Truth and rig ht Ways. Nor, 3. is 
De ſien ro raiſe Strife and Debate, by raking up the d 
of buried er, av :- For this, and ſuch Defectuſ 
is the Plague and Controver fie of the preſent Time. 

But, as it may ſerve to detect bins, "where be h 
atted no good Part in the Caſe of the Accepters of, ar; 
Pleaders for the - Indulgence ; and of them who oppo} 
and teſtified again(t that Defettion, &c. He 2 al 

| . diſco) 


Ig 


To the Reader. 
diſeorered our Iniquity 


XV 
to turn away onr Capti- 
yity ; but ſeen for us falle Burthens, and Cauſes of 
Baniſhment : So, it may tend to the Con viction of him, 
and others turned aſide with the ſame Byaſs: For, had 
be, as an impartial Hiſtorian, equally publiſhed what 
was on record, Pro and Con, anent theſe Controver ſies; 


or handled both Sides of the Queſtion impariially and 
X 3 *» . - 
ingenuosſly ; lis like theſe Things, opps ſte to his Byaſc, 
had not been publiſhed at this Time; nay, in that Caſe, 
he would not left ſo much of great and godly Mr. 
M*ward's Labours and Teſtimony to be bubliſhed by 
ber. But ſeeing Mr, Wodrow bas given ſo ill a 
Tarn to this Controverſy, This Piece is publiſhed for the = 
indication of the Truth and Teſtimom, now accounted, 
Error and Exceſs ; and of Chriſt's faithful Witneſſes 
artyred for bis ſake, now ter med High- fliers, and what abt? 
ind for the Edrfication of bis Chuerch in this, and (if they 
will not, yet) in — Ages. Pſal. Ixxviii 4,----8. Fur 
his Generation is like to receive little Edi ſcation by any Thing, 
their Leaders have ſo cauſed them to err, and deſtroyed the 
ay of their Path, 1/a- iii. 12. and 9. 16. having made 
hem crooked Paths, wherein Peace is not to be expected. 
wr known, I/a. lix. 8. If they had ſtood in the Counſel of 
de Lord, they had turned his People from their evil way, 
nd Do Jer. xxiii. 22. But, ſpeaking Peace to them, 
bo walk in ſicch Ways, they prepare War againft any that 
will not, Becau ſe they dare not for Fear of the Almighty, 
walk in their crooked Paths; but, the Love of Chriſt con- 
training, en, as He enabletb, diſcover and witneſs a- 
rainſt them, and the Men, who call Good evil, and Evil 
rod, 8c. Iſa. v. 20. They ſuffer not an impartial and true 
Relating of Matters to come abroad. Mr. Wedrow embezils 
lone nt be bas among bis Hands; for Inflance, Mr. James 
Renwick's Life, Rathillet': Letters, and Papers anen; the 
proceedings of theſe Miniſters met at Edinburgh, in Auguft 
1579, which be contradicts; beſides many others, which 
world afford Light, anent the Defections tobe mourned for, 
14 vindication of the Witneſſings and Wreflings of theſe be 
tck-names Cameronians : He, baving got into bis Hands 
e Records and Papers of their General Meetings, expoſetb 
Hir ppreſſeth, ads finds ſiabſer vient to bis Deſign, or to the 


er ext of their Cauſe and Teftimony. Accordingly be fricks 
of the 
Me- 


al be meets in Oppoſition to bim; So, the Author 


great Man of God, and prudent Seer, be quarrelled; ] 


ful and belpful unto all, who love the Truth and Peace, ani 


544.29. Line gt. the words ( viz. Mr. Fo. Blakadey ) ſhou 


” — ͤ ͤuq.—— 
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xvi The Preface 
Memoits of the Church of Scotland, who tindicetes th 
Teflimony and Sufferings of the Faithful, tbe Tor weods ky. 
compu nication, &c. As being en ſiceb Grounds, as the Tyrant 
Was abdicate, and Claim of Right founded upon, at the Re. 
volution, st ba ve a Laſh; and, to render all be ſays fu: 
pected, be charged with Blunders, in the Preface to Vol. 1, 
for very venial Faxlts, if theſe 1nflanced be any. Alſo the Ful. 
lber of the Teftimonies in the Cloud of Witneſſes, ft ny 
eſcape ſore Wipes; becauſethoſe Martyres died witneſſing « 
aut the Authorityof Tyrants, and their Indulgence ani 
oleration, owned and embraced by bis magnifies Moderatt 
a But, Wiſdom is juſtified of her Children. "4 
T be following Anſwers, pox e« Peruſal without Pre di 
will anſwer for the Author an themſelves; and meed 
Apologie. Lf, in ſome Pages, frequent Citing the Hiſtory of 
Indulgence, offend : That Hiſtory is extant in Print. If hi 
many long Parentheſes be car ped at; That is one Charatt 
riftic of hie Writings; nor will the Seriozs in them jenunt 
wſeleſs, or impertinent Words. If the Prediction: of th 


of them, being fulfilled, ere become matter of Hiftory; ani 
What remains, anent the Wrath and wofu! Day approaching 
batteth; So that few, by ſearching and trying our Ways, 1 
— returning to the Lord, as be commands, end li 

ervant iu this Piece batb urged, are like to get out of. its Way 


' but moit likely tobe ſierpriſed with Fearfulneſs and Jud" 


ments. The prudent (being taught of Him) will underſtand; 
amd value the Things that concern their Peace; bit other 
who make a Mock of gin, will deride threatned Wrath ai 
as in Recl. 8. 11. Iſa. v. 1g, 19. Jer. v. 12, 13. Ezek. 12. 20F* 
As tbe faithful amd zeatows Author's earneſt Contendingſe 
may be an imitable Pattern to reliztous Contenders, Minifter}; 
aud others, in thejy Pleadings for Truth; ſo, that the (ame n 
prove, being Meſſed by the Ged of the Land, edifying, u 


deſire Light and Grace to carry as becometh, with Reſpet 
the Cauſes and Caufers of wr preſent Diviſions, is the earn 
Defire of thy ſervant for Obritt's Sake. Farewell. 
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ſtood in the Margine as in M. S. p. 45-1. 22. fare f. far. 
62. 1. 25. ben x, been. p. 78. I. 11. f. Scope:) p. 85. l. 2 
if r. ere p. 108. 1. Iaſt, our r. your p. 122.1. H. give 1. gave 
176. l. T. into r. unto p. 186. 1. 7-1. holds p. 206. 1. 14. 5 
r. Now p. 26 f. I. 17. fr. Name? iA lere I. IF. Nan 
1. Time, p. 333-1. H. r. 28, p. 366-1. 28. Captiyes t. Caiti 
P · 380. J. II. . the Lord · p· 38 1. 1. 2. Ie aſter this a little. 


a Alt Anſwer to the firſt Paper of Propo- 
Jas for Union with the Indulged, 
-” INTRODUCTION. 


| Reverenid Brother, £3 oh 
* thi | Am hot for eſtay ing to Introduce what fol- 


lows, in Anſwer to your's, with a pompous 
Parade 8f high Pretences ; knowing that theſe 
are look&d'upon as Impertinenetes, by ſuch as 


tale only to be perſwaded, or convinced by Scripture 
** 1 Reaſon; O! to be helped of the Lord, eſpe- 


ally at ſuch a Time as this, in Sincerity to love 
vathalh Truth and Peace! and to be upheld in any 
k 12. artle Piece of Incegrity (if I may pretend to any) 
neendingfow, when ſo many of Underſtanding have fallen; 
Mime ſight and Conſideration) whereof, may make 
dor weak me te trerfible z- Seing, ſuch is our Time, 


— rhoſoevet thinketh he ſtands, had need to take 
Need, leſt he fall; ( and ſure the trembling Soul (hall 


found, like the ſhaking Houle, fartheſt from, 
ling, and in the faireſt and neareſt Capacity for 
porting Influences, and finding everlaſting Arms 
11 nderneath; ) And withheld from whatſoever is diſs - 
, 85.1.2Faling to Him, in this Day of Darkneſs, De- 
r. gave tines and Confuſion ; So as I be neither hurried 
MW blind Tranſports 8 hurcful Heats, or high 

un- 


may commend and inſinuate, themſelves upon me 


if this were to rend the Church, and ruin th: 


— 


2 INTRODUCTION. 

unwarrantable Exceſſes, upon the Obſervation of the 
loathſome Lukewarmneſs, and worſe, of many, 
whereby our Cauſe hath been both baſely let go, 
and is irxccoverably loſt, if we be not recovered 
from this Baſeneſs ; Or, upon whatſoever Provoez- 
tion, from any Hand, (from which I neither do, 
nor dare plead a being out of Hazard, ſeeing thee 


as. well as others, under the Mask of Zeal for God: 
Nor yer be whreedled and decoyd with Names 
and a Bravery of abuſed Words, and ſplendid and 
{pecious Prerenees, into an Oblivion of the Wrong 
done unto our wounded Lord, (not ſo much by 
the (tated Enemy, as by the. Faintings and Un 

faithfulnefles of his Ambaſſadors and Friencs; 
Neither yet be hiſſed nor Hectored into a Silence, 
a Blaze and Busk of boiſterous Mprds, and by dh 
Brags of the big Confidence of any, while I ft 
Courſes taken to fill up the Meaſure of our Ini 
cuiry, which have 4 wiping f ow Mouths fol 
their Soul and Senſe, as ik We had done Nothin 
amiſs, in all that we have done, and left undone 
at leaſt, Nothuig of that hateſul Nature, and horn 
Hainouſneſs, as. indiſpenſibly, under Pain of Di 
loyalty to Chriſt, calls for à clear and continue 
Teſtimony againſt the clament; Wiekedneſs thereof 
Nor yet into a Silence at Mens opening their owl 
wide againit all ſueh, who dare not forbear to cal 
the more Serious to Mourning, in this Day, whet 
they ſee how our Maſter is wounded, and the Ca 
lies a bleed ing, by the Blow of our own Hand; . 


Remnant: Nay, tho' I ſhould be accounted a Fos 
a Fury, or Fire-brand, I date not decline Contend 
ing, and coutending with all the n., I 


of the 
many, 
let go, 
overed 
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INTRODUCTION. 3 

all be pleaſed to give me, for the precious Intereſts 
that great and glorious King, the Prince Aeſab, 
q exauctorate, erucified again, and put to open 
ame amongſt us; with whoſoever will impoſe the 
cceſſity upon me. O! let me never be deſerted ſo 
r, as to judge Silence in the Caſe, or Smothering 
joſe Wrongs done to Him, (becauſe they are done 
the Men, who ſhould have died in the Quarrel, 
d in the Reſentment of theſe Injuries) Prudence, 
a Part of that Peaceableneſs, or healing Teinper, 
s It is nov termed, which will never paſs with 
od, for pure Religion and undefiled. And ſince 
Neceſſity is laid upon me, by being aggreſſed, to 
ter the Laſts, as conſcious of mine own great: 
Neaknefs for ſuch an important Undertaking ; 1 
eſne to do it (that Truth may not be trode under 
oot, and the Cauſe with Confidence triumphed 
ver) with an Eye toward Him, whoſe Strength is 
we perfect in Weakneſs, for Help, for Light and 
eading; ſo to debate, and fo to ſtre for the Ma- 
Ty, as to do it lawfully; and fo to acquit my 
If, and carry 1n the Conflict, as His Approbation 
nay be obtained, who hath choſen you and me to 
e his Soldiers, and hath ſet us, this Day, to our 
holt, to play the Men for our God; as ever we 
pect the immortal Crown; and reſiſt with a Re- 
dlution, which will witneſs that we are at a Point, 
ther to die, or conquer; and contend earneſtly 
nd boldly, not only with this, that now ſtared E- 
iemy to Chriſt ; but to contend with ſuch alſo of 
bur Brethren, who, being ſet for the Defence of the 
Apel, do bebave unworthily, and when the 
rongs done to Chriſt, their King and Lord, call 
tem to reſiſt, and reſiſt unto Bleed, do notwithſtan- 
ng, upon Deliberation and Choice, decline the 
2:4 A; = -- ou 


. ſay, This is the Polt he hath ſet you and me at; and 


— ISI 
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Conflict, and cover over this Difloyalty and Cowar 
dice with the Vermilion of Peace, Prudence, Union 
and Healing, &c. And with all likewiſe, who wil 
confidently boaſt, and buffet us too, as Church, 
renders, if we oppoſe, or dare nat, for-fear of Dif: 
loyalty to Chriſt, go alongſt with them, in what 
they call healing Methods; while this Healing and 
Union mult be ſtretehed the Length (for about thigh 
is the main Controverſy) of a Soudering with thel 
Men, who have really, and upon the Matter, ſettled 
and ſecured the Uſurper of the great All, he hatt 
in his Height of Wickedneſs, and Heat of Violene 
robbed from theAnointed of God; and that not oni 
while they continue in their Courſe, but while bi 
this Continuance they have gotten under this Cole 
of ſtill remaining unite with them, as Brethren 
(whereas the Height of Soul-hatred ſhould have bee 
witneſſed againſt that their Diſloyalty; and woul- 
have been, if Loyalty to Chriſt had been with us, i 
Life and Integrity : ) Others alſo, with whom mw 
muſt likewiſe ſouder, have been encouraged to r 
pear, and rn(h upon the ſame diſloyal Practices, 


this 1s the wreſthng Work and: Warfare, that H 
who hath choſen you and me to be Soldiers, cal! 
us to; and He is looking on, and will regard i 
how you and I bchave ourſelves at this Day. wu 
Sir, 1t concerns you and me to remember, the Wa 
to have that Peace of God, which paſſetb all Under 
Fanding, not only at the End, but to guard t 
Heart and Mind, through Chriſt. jeſus, in the Da 


1 

I 
1 
1 
1 
* 


of the approaching Tempeſt and Trouble, when 1 

Blaff of the terrible One ſhall be as a Storm againff tl 

Wal,, (for the People of this new Prince, whom wi 

have ſuffered to be ſet up, and to clothe himſelf, uu 
” | out 
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6 » INTRODUCTION. 
ſelf ; for, it is an obvious and (ſtrange Partiality to 
me, or any 1ndifterent Perſon, to argue againſt gi- 
ving Bond of living peaceably (and that unhallowed 
Reſolution, declai ing and decreeing the Lawfulneſs 
thereof; whereby, over the Back or Belly of the poor 
People their Conſeienees, whom they had perſuaded 
to give this Bond, they mighr enter amongſt them, 
at the Door of this noble Indulgence, of the ſame 
Soul and Complexion with the former : ) to the 
Rated Enemy, who have exauctorated our exalted 
Prince, taken the Houſe of our God in Poſſeſſion, 
and while doing all Things in the Church, tha: 
Houſe of the living God, according to the Tenor off 
the Supremacy, that is, in expreſs Terms, as be ini 
his royal Wiſdom ſees fit ; and yet, in the mean Time 
ſeek to heap up Scriptures, aud accumulate Reaſon | 
for ſoudering us into a Sameneſs, (that we mi 
prove our ſelves peaceable, and of a healing Temper i. 
O! when will our Healers be healed of that Dil 
temper, who by their Applications, increaſe the Di 
eaſe, and deſtroy the Cauſe ! ) with the Men, wht, 
are really breaking down the Church, and razin 
the old and excellent Foundations, by perſuading; 
to give this Bond, on their Behalf, and betrayin 
their Truſt, in coming to bow before, and b. 
and take from, and render Thanks too unto the 
ſurper; and that in the Act and Exerciſe of his 
ſurpation, while doing that which makes him gu 
ty of Leſe-Majeſty, and the Compliers themſe 
may expect to be dealt with, as on the Conſpir 
I ſay, Sir, this feems very ſtrange to me, how 9e 
can oppole the One, as inconſiſtent with Loyalty 
Chriſt; and yet plead for, and perſuade unto 
other; painting what you fay, to make it pl: 
fible with the fair Colours of Prudence, Peace, 0 
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nd painting all your Perſuaſives, and anointing | 
hem, to make them drive with tes Difficulty, 

ch your Oil f Healing, as you call it. Six, Lam 
aid where this will land with you; For my own 


Il ſuch Pleading, as a Stealing Names out of the 
naded W174 Scriptures, and impoſing our falſe Notions 
them, don them, that ſo we may ſhape them into Gar 
pon em, tnt | f 

lameF. ns, for covering the Blackneſs of this Courſe, 
at the Shame of its Nakedneſs may not appear 
| cloathing that with the beautiful and rich Ray» 
jent of ſcriptural Union, which will be found a 
Wlliating of a Courſe, and Encouraging to it, that 
all be purſued. of the Lord, as a grols Deſection, 
d Treachery to his Chriſt, Church and People. 
2d, Sir, Iwill grant you as much. as your ſelf, 
While you write againſt that pleaing Pleader, will 
Ne Mid muſt grant him, vix. That good_is the Word of 
Lord: Theſe Scriptures are precious, which are 
duced by him, and profitable for Doctrine, for Re- 
uf, for Correftion, for Inſirutlion in Righteouſneſs; 
the Man of God my be perſect, through fur- 
Med unto all gogd Works, But, Sir, while you grant 
"Sis, do you not ſo much the en Indigna- 

Ir look on bis Abuſing the holy Seriptures, for: 
Scope ? And do you not judge, and affirm, 
it his adducing of them, for his Purpoſe, is a 
Foifelt Perverſion of the Truth, and a Wreſting 
I the Seiptures, even to a contradicting of its true 
le, and native Import, and a betraying of the 
x Intereſt of Truth it ſelf, and a bringing of the 
urch into Bondage, and a concurring with theſe, 
L a complying with them, who have deprived her 
ber Liberties, wheremith Chriſt her Head, her Nuſ- 
., her alone Lord and Lawgiver, hath = _ | 

ree 


rt, I muſt be ſo plain, as to profeſs, I look upon 
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free? Againſt he Hainouſneſs of which Wickel 
neſz, we, as Ambaſladors for him, who is that Kin 
in Zion, who admits of no Competitor, or Copan 
ner, in ordering the Affairs of his Church, ſhoul 
bear faithful Teſtimony, as we would not ha 
him to teftify his Diſpleaſure againſt our Unfaith 
fulneſs. So, Sir, I fay, you have Hints ar ſeve 
Places of the bleſſed Scripture, which can only m4 
wiſe unto Salvation, (and if there had not been 4 bein 
wiſe, above what is written, as they would ha 
judged it their Wiſdom, to have abſtained fron 
chis Act of Diſloyalty, ſo you would have judged! 
your Wiſdom, not to encourage, by your Patroc 
ny, Men guilty of ſo high a Proyocation: ) An 
you have many Things alſo adduced for the Suppo 
of your Plea, which are worthy of Acceptation,and 
if propoſed and preſſed with their due Caution 
(that is, by comparing Scripture with Scripture 
might be of excellent Uſe, and might be improvent 
noble and notable Advantages : But in the men 
Tune, as uſed and adduced for your Purpoſe au 
Scope, bear with me to affirm, They are abuſed : Na 
ſo little Affinĩty have theſe with your Scope, (as is oi 
vious to ſuch who will not take Sounds. for Sen 
and fo little Favour for that Darling of yours, 
you ſhall never be able (fancy what you will) t 
force theſe Scriptures, nay, nor ſoine of your o. 
| Conceſſions, to give it the Breaſts, or dandle it uf 
on the Knees : Or, if you will eſſay to force the 
or violent them, to entertain it, as a Child oF 
Truth; the Scriptures, and the Truth of your on 
Conceſſions, will cut its Throat, and be guilty 

no Murder, in taking ſo juſt a Revenge, and dall 
ing out the Brains of this Brat, upon the bra? 
Wall of Truth, as ſpurious, and not legitim: 


770 NI. 


| 


el 


"7 MW INTRODUCTION. 9 
it Kin But to conclude, do you not complain of your 
Dopa pleaer and Pleader, as hiff,, as corrupting the 
ou rd of God, Huckflering it, to make it ſubſerve a 
baſe End; While as of Sincerity, as of God, in the 
eb of God, it ſhould be ſpoken, written, adduced 
id made uſe of? Do you not diſcover to the 
World his Cheat, and his Impoſings upon Men, to 
-Wredic his corrupt Senſe, from the Sound of the 
Words, which he abuſerh ? And do you' not e- 
nee, and make it evident, that his wholeDiſcourſe; 
is Complex and Frame, is 4 pure ignoratis Elen- 
Wi and that he deals treacherouſſy with you, and 
e Truth; in miſ-ſtating, or not ſtating the Que- 
lon, as it onght ? Now, Sir, if you do juttly 
mplain of him, I do, and that upon as good 
around, complain upon you. 8 
Now, Sir, that the Equity of my Challenge may 
rear, and that I may try you, in That wherein 
bur elnef Strength lies, I come to put you in Re- 
embrance, how, when you told me, upon a cer- 
| Win Occaſion, you had a Paper prepared for me, 
(as isell ting to our Difference ; as I ſaid to you, upon 
} 


or Sense Hearing thereof, Sir, if you do any Thing that 
ours, 1% thac the Field may not be filled with vain 
Will) Jos, and that we may not daſh upon one ano- 
dur our in the Dark; You know how the Cauſe Hands 


le it un ted upon our Part; either ſpeak to it, as fo ſtated, 
Tee the | 1] not Hard what you ſay: But when I read . 

Child M your Faper, and found no ſuch Thing, 1 was 
our on pted t have returned you theſame; without any 
ailry er ; were it not, I knew, it 1 had done fo, 
Sy da would either have cried Murder, or Victory. 
e br ever, dir, let me put you in Mind, fince you 
un l needs diſpute, and be the firſt Agęreſſor, you 
n to have ſtated the Queſtion; and to have 
C Ly ſhewed, 


10 INTRODUCTION, 
ſhewed, that both giving and granting, that theſe 
Things were included in the N ature of the Indul: 
| gence, which the learned and worthy Author of 
the Hiſtory thereof, makes manifeſt to be ii it; yet 
his Inference, viz. That Matters being ſo, and thy 
Indulgence being of ſuch.a Quality and omplexcion, 4 
he bad — 2 it to be, Nothing concludent bath 
been pleaded, or adduced to make it out, that it is un 
lawful to hear Curates, which will not equally milita 
ainſt hearing the, Indulged, was a pure en 
ir, here you ſhould have taken up your Ground 
and here you ought to have begun: And I muſt te 
you, If you had conſidered how the Queſtion 
ſtated by thoſe, whom, with ſo much Confidene 
you oppoſe, ere you had begun this War, ande 
tred the Lifts of Diſpute, 1 believe you would eaſi 
have perceived the Matter ſo thorny and intricat 
and ſo hot for you to handle with bare Hands, 
you had been yet, and it may be (till, to begin: An 
I am ſure, this had contributed more for the mud 
ralſked-of Union and Healing, and for the Credf 
and Succeſs of your Miniſtry in this Place, th: 
ever this your Paper, or any of its Complexion, wi 
ever produce, 
But tis poſſible you complain of Wrong doi 
ou; ſeeing you may ſay, you have adduced fon 
eaſons, why Difterence is to be put betwixt il 
. Indulgcd, and the Curates, as to the Point 

earing, I grant you, Sir, after you have fille 
the Field with a long Diſcourſe of Conceſſions, al 
Propoſals (as you are pleaſed to call them, tho 
do not ſee why, nor upon what Ground you gl 
them that Name; I grant you may judge your 
unaccountable to me in the Caſe) inſtead of 
ing the Queſtion, as it _— you come to 1 


ſon 
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t theſe I me what in your 7th and laſt Propoſal about this: 
Indul. I (Whether being mindful of what I had ſaid, or 
hor of becauſe you well knew, that all the World would 
t; Ju bare judged, you had ſaid nothing, if you had 
ind teen whollyitent herein, ſince this was the All of 
10% your Work, I examine not.) And therefore I (hall ö 
nt bath begin where you end, and where you ought to 
$ 1 have begun; and where, if you had, both of us | 
11:0 Snight ſoon have come to an End; to wit, at the 
led conſideration of the Diſparities, you aſſign, to e- 
aro ince the one to be lawful and neceſſary, and the 
nult ter. not. 4 


eſtion | 
PROP. VIL 


afidene 

and i; 

1d call Propoſal 7th and laſt, © Is there juſt Cauſe (ſay 
intricat} you) to claſs ſuch Miniſters, as have accepted the 
ands, Indulgence, with the Prelatick Carates, when ſo 
in : An undeniable a Diſparity is there; and that theſe 
the muff Grounds, upon which we are not free to hear 
je Creuſi them, can never be made applicable to theſe, 
ace, thi | | 


jon, ANSWER. 


90 vir, I paſs here my Wonder, why gou call this a 
ng 1 100 ropolal, rather than the ſtrongeſt cf Affirmations, 
icec 1 t down by Way of Queſtion, And I come to tell 
Point Wou, Firſe, That ere you had laid down theſe 

due rounds, (the grand and only Pillars of both your 
ave x abrick and Confidence) it concerned you to have 
booty ad over the Hiſtory of the Indulgence (which you 
m wow all you have named, in yours to me, have 
you Done, and many moe than you have particularly 
e you amed)wherein you would have found theground- 
d ol Mels of all your Grounds ſpoken to; and your 


| 
| 


e to Fa uth buried, ere it was born, under a greater 
C 27 Weight 
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12 
Weight of Reaſon, than that you will ever be aly 
to give it à Reſutrection: And fo, you wouyj 


laid down, as the Grounds of his Inference 


gate pleaſed to read that Hiſtory, you will ſec all 


conceſſis, with your ſelf, Sir, and tuch as pats und: 


— — — — 
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either have brought other Grounds, to have cop 
firmed what you now aſſert; or elſe you behoryy 
to have anſwer:d what that worthy Author hat 


Which you would have found ſuch à difficult Un 
dertaking, as I am ſure, if you had read that Pie 
and conſidered the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of doing 
the One,or leaving the Other undone,you had neve 
put Pen to Paper on the Subject: Fox when yo 


thatithe Author ſays, as to hearing, is an arguing e 


the Name of Non- indulged: So as no Man, whi 
doth with him condemn the Iudulgence, but b 
muſt either ditter with him, on the Grounds upot 
which he condemns it; (and other Foundation) 
(hall never you nor they lay, which will bear tk 
Weight of theSuperſtructure ) Or, he is obliged tt 
acquieſce in his Inference ; which is fo native an 
neceſſary, And hence is it that the Indulged Men 
themſelves, ſeeing This, upon which you ſhut you 
Eyes, take upon them Simplicirer, to plead th 
Lawfulneſs ogthetr Entry by that* Indulgence 
yea, at that Height of Confidence, as to aſlcr; 
The Retuſal of ir had been ſinful? And hence i 
It allo, that they infer and aftirm the Way of the 
Entry, being warrantable, yea, a neceſſary Du 
ty, (1f we will trult them without Proof) tizete 
is no Ground to ſcruple kearing ef they, And in 
this, I grant, they ſpeak much more rationally than 
your ſelf, or any Non-indulged Man {hall ever 
te able to do; who offers to reaſon at your Rate 
And, Sir, it is ſtraange, if you do not ſee it, ane 

4 | ar 
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Ve abo ee not ſenſible of it, that whoſoever maintains 
wouWour Concluſion, will find themſelves neceſſitate, 
e conic they come to offer, to defend a Contradiction 
chorellle Mr. Brown's Inference, 4s to Hearing, to An- 
r hat wer the Whole of what he hath ſaid againſt the 
rence Indulgence it ſelf. And the Entry by that Court- 


It UnſWoftert,, which he hath inade clear to be « dlimb- 


t Pieces % another Way, than by the Door, And then, 


f doing, if you be ſtill of the Mind, you once were of, 


d neveſſſou will be put, in defending your former Pa- 
en youlſer, written againſt the Indulgence, to be obliged 
ſee” al Mr. Brown's Aſſiſtance; or to retract that: And 
aing at you may, with ſome Colour of Reaſon, re- 
; undaſſÞtc the Inference, join with the Indulged, in 
in, wid}aying to refute what is laid down for Grounds, 
but H the Hiſtory. But 24h, This is a rate Way of 
1s uporſſſicatoning in you, That, not only without ever 
dationſſpting the Queſtion, you came to a downright 
Year thſontradiction, and offer to give your Grounds 
liged ft 
üve and 


e Argument, brought by the Author, you 


zed Menfſſinly contradict ; and fo you leave them all 
ut'youſÞuding in Force: And it was wiſely done in 
lead theſÞu; ſince they ſo natively flowed from, and fol- 
gence Ned upon, what had been ſo convincingly prov= 
d a{lcrſ» and laid down for Grounds in the Hiltory, as 
hence i are neither bowed; nor broken by any Thing 
of rheiFcuced by you, Sir, do you not think, that all 
ary Dun will obſerve this, to your Diſadvantage ? 
f ) they, Sir, as for us, to whom you addreſs your 

Andinſer, having read the Hiſtory of the indulgence, 
ally than do not more wonder at your ſtrange Confi- 
hall everÞÞce in the Caſe, than we delire to pity you, for 
ur Rate fing by your Raſhneſs expoſed your ſelf to the 


it, and 
al 


tempt of the meaneſt -Capacity of any, who 
; 8 | have 


$ 


it: But you never ſo much as offer to ſolve _ 
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Weight of Reaſon, than that you will ever be ab 
to give it à Reſutrection: And fo, you wou 
either have brought other Grounds, to have coz 


firmed what you now aſſert; ot elſe you behovefſe M 
to have anſwered what that worthy Author hat er! 
laid down, as the Grounds of his Iaferencehdul 
Which you would have found ſuch x difficult Uneſter 
dertaking, as I am ſure, if you had read that Piec$y 
and conſidered the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of doinfÞ, it 
the One, or leaving the Other undone,you had neu v 
put Pen to Paper on the Subject : For when yoſſr, v 
ate pleaſed to read that Hiſtory, you will ſee alÞ Mr. 
that the Author ſays, as to hearing, is an arguing fat y. 
conceſſis, with your ſelf, Sir, and tuch as pats und te t 
the Name of Non-indulged : So as no Man, wi:yin 
doth with him condemn the ludulgence, but ty the 
muſt either differ with him, on the Grounds upajeator 
which he condemns it 3 (and other Foundatiod ting 
ſhall never you nor they lay, which will bear emr⸗ 
Weight of theduperſtructure) Or, he is obliged r it: 

A4 cquieſce in his Inference; which is fo native ane A 
. neceſſary, And hence is it that the Indulged Maſſftnly 
t demſelves, ſeeing This, upon which you ſhut youndir 
Eyes, take upon them Simpliciter, to plead tu; 
Lawfulneſs oggthetr Entry by that* Indulgence vcd | 
yea, at that Height of Confidence, as to aflcri, an 


The Retuſal of it had been finful : And hence har 
It allo, that they infer and affirm the Way of theiſduce 
Entry, being warrantabie, yea, a neceſſary Du 
ty, (if we will trult them without Proof) the. 
is no Ground to ſcruple bearing ef them, And ii 
this, I grant, they ſpeak much more rationally than 
your ſelf, or any Non-indulged Man (hall eve 
be able to do; who'ofters to reaſon at your Rate," 
And, Sit, it is ſtraange, if you do not ſee it, and! 
| 4 ate 


| Seventh Propoſal anſwered, . 
bcc not ſenſible of it, that whoſoever maintains 
our Concluſion, will find themſelves neceſſitate, 
e they come to offer, to defend a Conttadiction 
> Mr. Brown's Inference, 4s to Hearing, to An- 
fer the Whole of what he hath ſaid againſt the 
ndulgence it ſelf. And the Entry by that Court- 
oftert, which he hath inade clear to be « climb- 
We; 42> another Way, than by the Door, And then, 
r, if you be ſtill of the Mind, you once were of, 
ou will be put, in defending your former Pa- 
r, Written againſt the Indulgence, to be obliged 
Mr. Brown's Aſliſtance or to retract that: And 
at you may, with ſome Colour of Reaſon, re- 
te the Inference, join with the Indulged, in 
W2ying to refute what is laid down for Grounds, 
the Hiſtory. But 24h, This is a rare Way of 
caloning in you, That, not only without ever 
ting the Queſtion, you came to a downright 
W--itradiction, and offer to give your Grounds 
Wt: But you never ſo much as offer to ſolve _ 
Argument, brought by the Author, you 
anly contradict ; and fo you leave them. all 
nding in Force: And it was wiſely done in 
F-; {ince they ſo natively flowed from, and fol- 
ed upon, What had been ſo convincingly prov= 
and laid down for Grounds in the Hiltory, as 
ate neither bowed; nor broken by any Thing 
duced by you, Sir, do you not think, that all 
Ia will obſerve this, to your Diſadvantage ? 
Ely, Sir, as for us, to whom you addreſs your 
ber, having read the Hiſtory of the indulgence, 
do not more wonder at your range Conk- 
ce in the Caſe, than we delire to pity you, for 
ius by your Raſhneſs expoſed your ſelf to the 
mempt of the meaneſt · Capacity of any, — 

| ave 


* 
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have read the Hiſtory of the Indulgence 3 int 
they are thereby enabled to anſwer all that, whig 
-_u may think err in your Pape. 
Iis like you will be angry at this: But, Sir, 
Friends and I judge our ſelves Debtors to ya 
for Pity, in the Caſe, whatever you think: An 
in this, I dare be bold to Tay, we are more 1 
Friends to you, than all the Party, you offer 
Patronize ; however they may applaud you, 2 
puff you up by their Praiſes, as if you had, | 
what you have ſaid, ſilenced all, who would d 
fer to move the Tongue, or mutter again 
them. 1 
But to come to your Grounds, of which you 
pleaſed-to ſay in Bulk, They make an unden 
© able Diſparity ; and that they are ſuch as, yl 
* humbly judge, can never be applicable to the 
« Firſt ( ſay you) theſe, who are Prelatick, ha 
** been, for the moſt Part, ſo known to be bat 
ignorant, and ſcandatous in Practice: Ergo, & 
Anſwer. Sir, you will eaſily believe, 1 have 
little Appetite, and Pleaſure to plead for prefu 
and ignorant Curates, or to ſpeak any thi 
which may reflect upon the Perſons of ſome oft 
Indulged, whom I know to be N. Men, (ib 
I know not all of them:) As I am only u 
willingly driven to ſpeak to this Ground, of 
the Grounds you have laid down; But, fin 
the Intereſt of Truth requires it, and you put thi 
as moſt formidable, in the Front of your und 
niable Diſparities, I dare not let it paſs. Yo! 
Ground then, to make it intire, (for you give 
the Half of it only iis this, Theſe, who are Prei 
tick, are for the miff Part Profane, Ignorant and Sc 
dalous ig their Practice; * bo fhould * E 
ea 
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&d: Whereas the Indulged are Learned, Piaus, 


c. Ergo, T hey are to be heard. Sir, you did well, | 


pput this in the Front, to fright us into a Silence: 
ing you are ſure, ſuch who have any Love to 
olinels, whereſoever they find it, with all the 
aults that follow the Perſons, will be moſt loath 
W contradict you in it: And as this is the com- 
"Wor Charm, whereby many well-meaning Per- 
rs have been inchanted, and carried away, with 
MW Impliciteneſs, to follow theſe Men; So the Men 
emſelves are much confirmed: and hardned in 
cr Courſe of Diſloyalty to Chriſt, by havin 
is pleaded, by you and others, on their Behalf, 
d noiſed through the Nation; that becauſe of 
What they are, as to their State, therefore they are 
obe carried unto, and complied with, as to what 
in their Practice, far otherwiſe, than theſe of 
bom you judge you have Ground todeny, what, 
ith ſo much Confidence, you aſſert of them; +» 
But to come to your Gronnd it (elf, Firf,I ſay, I 
Frily believe, upon ad, ard more ſerious Thoughts, 
e Sandineſs of this Foundation, and the obvious 
Vant of Solidity (yea, Shew of Reaſon) that 1s in 
would impoſe the Neceſſity upon you of making 
Apology, for having mentioned it amongſt 
our undeniable Grounds : For, Fir, What, I 
ry you, is here concluded by you? Not the 
„ing denied, and in Debate; and how then can 
e Ground be undeniable? For that is an Univer- 
betwixt the Indulged, as ſach, and the Curates, 
wh: Now all that you adduce, for your un- 
table Diſparity (as you confidently phraſe it) 
that for the moſt Part the Prelatick Curates are 


ch and ſuch, Well then, Sir, this Ground of 
urs does not hold, and is not undeniable, 0 


—— — 


— 
* 
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nongſt all the Indulged, or Non- indulged in Seor- 
%, who is, or was of greater Repure for Piety a- 
ongſt the Godly, than theſe have been: And 
hy theſe ſhould be, by you reckoned Scandalqus ; 
for you ſay nothing, and your Ground ino 
ound, except you ſay this) becauſe turned Pre- 
iet; and the other not Scandalous, while mani- 


ill put you to ſome Difhculty to render a Reaſon 
r : For indifferent Men will not, or cannot ſee a 
alon ; and they will not judge themſelves obli- 
d to believe it, upon your naked Aſſertion, while 
Conviction, Reaſon is wanting. 3dly, Do you 
t conſider, that the Ground you lay down, to 
ake it ſupport your Inference, muſt run thus, 
ile Prelatick Party atted impiouſly, ignorantly and 
ndalouſly in coming in by the Biſbops; and om 
acting in this Manner, are not to be heard: Bur 
the Indulged, in that very Act of coming in by 
S Indulgence, and continuing to this very Day, 
virtue of that Indulgence, to Preach, a&ted Pi- 
„ Wiſely, and free of all Scandal; I ſay, to make 

ur Ground good, and for fixing an univerſal Dil- 
ty, and undemable, you mult ſay this; and 
n it will not only undeniably ſay all that you 
ld have ir, but much more; ( and ſo ſays 
thing” :) For then you are to Repent, you ever 
Forte againſt it; ſince theſe Men acted knowingly 
5 an piouſly, in what they did; and you are to 
denſghent, you did nor embrace it too: For, it they 
N piotiſly in that Deed ; then you (ſinned, in not 
nue, as they did, or acted peeviſhly, being only 
on| Wield by a Scruple, which argued: Ignorance, 
tha true Tendernels. Now, Sir, what do you 
ie e ob your undeniable Ground? For it mult 
DNF; D | 1ay 


ron 
50 


Ic 


fly Compliers with Eraſtiani im, is that - which 


18 : Th firſt Ground of | 
fay, if it ſpeak Senſe, or ſupport your Concluſio 
That as receiving, and entring, and continuin 
they acted, and do act Pioufly, and not Scand; 
ouſly: For you know, that it is not the Queſtia 
whether the Accepters were Pious or not? And { 
that it were ridiculous to plead from it, as Hud 
Ground; except it be laid down _ that «a: 0. 
" atling, ſo accepting, ſo entring, and ſo continuii an 
they 2224 and — act pi &c, 4thly, ole 
you not confider, Sir, how that, for making ut of 
Concluſion equal, as to both, whether as to 'thaſcue 
being heard, or withdrawn from, in the preſent U:; 
bate, there is fomething to be attended unto, Hun o 
ſides the Qualifications mentioned here by youſſd m 
and that is, an Equality in the Lawfulneſs and Ur ye 
lawfulneſs of the Way of their Entry: For Wperti 
know, you will not deny, but there may ich i 


and are Men, both for Piety and Parts, cquifib of 
unto, if not beyond, either any of the PrelanÞus F 
Party, or the Indulged, who could not, becauſe le fe 
ſome other Want, be heard or owned, as the Migf to 
{ters of Jeſus Chriſt, be { 
Fthh, Give me leave to tell you, I though yy. 
{elf and other tender Men, would have reaſoſdulge 
quite contrary ; for, if you grant the IndulgeneFattant 
a a ſinful Courle, and Act of high Diſſoyalty n fo 1 


aded 
Ae pr 


Chriſt, as King of his Church, which you 
you do: Then this Diſloyalty is, from the y 
Goodnels of the Men, aggravated to a Hainouſt 
beyond the Conformity of Curates to Prein by | 
whom you judge to be ſcandalous Perſons: Martes. 
ther is their Grace, or Goodneſs, any other M this ; 
to be. pleaded, in the Caſe, than to the AggrFtion, 

tion of the Guilt of their Acceptance, 0 cat 
This is ſure the Way the Seripture takes; iat can 
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i; is the Way every Teacher, Tang bt of God, takes, 
dealing with thoſe, whom he inſtructs; and this 
he Way the Spirit teaches every ſerious Soul, 
deal with his own Heart : For David's Adul- 
and Murder 1s of a crimſon Dy, beyond what 
d have been in the ſame, in Pharaob: and lo, 
Order to their Recovery out of a Sin, ſo hate- 
| and hainous in it ſelf, and ſo hurtful to the 
hole Remnant; your {elf and all the Godly are 
t of Brotherly Tenderneſs, to ſeek to ſave and 
ue them with Fear, as pulling them out of the 
e; and to put a greater Diſcountenance on them, 
an one the Curates ; if you eſteem them better, 
d more pious, But, 6thly, 1 mult tellyou, what- 
x you think, or judge of it ( beſides the utter 
pertineney, obvious to any confidering Man, 
ich is in this Way of Arguing, from the Good- 
of a Man's State, and becauſe he is a gra- 
Wu Perſon, to the Goodneſs. of an Action, Cc. 
le few Things further, to ſober you, in the Caſe, 
no fence you for the Future; ſa, as we (hall 
be (t11] deaved with the Din of this Imperti- 
ncy. 1/, That the Godlineſs, of ſome of the 
lulged, of whom you and others, who plead 
attantly from this Argument, do mean, hath 
n ſo made uſe of by the Pleaders, as ( beſides the 
al Prejudice redounding to the Perſons, thus 
aded. for, and patronized ) the Cauſe hath been 
Ire prejudged thereby, than ever it could have 
by the Profanity of all the Prelates, and their 
rates, You mult ſhut your Eyes, ere you de- 
this; ſeeing there is not a ſerious Perſon in the 
oration, not inebriat with the Indulgence it ſelf, 
o cannot demonſtrate this; and if you ſer, 
at cannot eſcape the 8 of very 1 

2 o 


? 
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e from Duties, in oeding and yielding, and being 
nfaithtul to thei Maſter, in not withſtanding, and 
wing timeous Teſtimony againſt the uſurping Ene- 
ny: And having found out theſe Sins, which the 
ord ſeemed fo evidently to point at, as ever they 
pected a Bleſſing upon their Aſſembly, to ſiſt all 
Procedure, till Time was folemnly ſet apart for 
umiliation and Mourning over what was paſt, and 
king of the Lord a right Way, as to their future- 
miage. I tay, when this was moved to them, it 
ras twice cried out by ſome, Diviſive, Diviſve; 
nd by others, Coe let us unite, Now, Sir, what- 
yer ya: jutige of the Perſons State (wherein, I hope, 
m not behind with you) Yet, without craving 
our Leave, 1 muſt tell you, This hath ſomewhat 
f Horror in it: It hath to me ſome Speciality of 
Wngodlineſs, of a Deſperatenels in Defection, like 
har, Jer. 11, 25. and is declarative of. his Diſplea- 
ure, in deſerting them, to decline fo clear a Duty, 
Ind to Tuth at it, with a Diviſive, diviſive, in o 
lamant a Caſe, beyond His leaving the Prelates and 
heir Curates, to all their Protamities. I really 
dee, no gracious Man will hear it, and conſider 
t, but he mult fee a Hainouſneſs in it, in many Re- 
pects, beyond all the Adulteries, Whoredoms, 
Wruukennefles, that are to be found amongſt the 
relates and their Underlinge. And as Deſertion 
rom the Lord was written upon all their Acts; ſo, 
Daniel's Reaſoning hold good, Chap. ix. 13, 14, 
Wompared, it ſhall be found, That this hath a clots 
Konnection with the Ruin that is approaching; and 
bar now the Lord is watching over the Evil, to bring 
upon us; When even owr Seers, notwithitanding 
Wt all He is threatning to bring upon us, have refu- 
d 40 mate their Prayer before the Lord their Gets 
| chat 


and others, who have flattered them, by this Wa 


22< The firſt Ground of | 
that they might turn from their Iniqaity, and under ich 
Rand his Truth. Now it is thats we may preparons 
ourſelyes to have the Curſe of the broken Covenant 
poured out upon us. Laſtly, Sir, As to your ſel 


ob Arguing, into a Stupidity, and Oblivion of the 
Wrongs done to Chriſt; yea, and have encourage 
many, who once ſeemed to ſtand aloof from thai 
Courſe, to ruth into the ſame Snare; As it is evi 
dent from the Complexion, - Concluſions and Courf 
of theſe late Aſſemblers: And would fool us wil 
Sounds of UNION, PEACE, HEALING, . inte 
a Sameneſs of Sentiments with your ſelf, I dare noſſur o 
fotbear to tell you, That I am afraid, that G0 
ſhall charge you with their Guile, and with all th 
diſmal Conſequences of their Courſe; with all chþd h 
{mful Fallings-off of the poor People, either up 
the Right-hand, or upon the Left, Nay, if Men 
gracious and judieious, ſhould charge you witlfoked 
theſe, you may well wrap up your ſelves in a darſſſlence 
Cloud of Words, thereby to make an Eſcape ; bud n 
ye ſhall never be able to plead innocent, And reallyÞus t 
Sir, I cannot think oa this Kind of Pleading ans th: 
Palliating, after what we and they have done, aner, 
continue to do, but it brings that Word into mies 
Mind, Fer. ii. 35. Behold, 1 will. plead with ther l the 
ber auſe thou ſayſt 1 have not ſinned. And this was tion t 
laſt Seripture that that faithful Watehman, Zealoq d jrc 
Mr. Brown, ſpoke upon, in our Society; which I It 
the diſtinct and clear, tho? dreadful Dialect of them t 
Meeting: Of which I muſt ſay, once more, if youſat h 
ſelf, and the Brethren of the fame Art, will ſeek nee; 
batter us, or boaſt us into an Union with them, D. 
ſetting, your ſelf to perfume them, with this yougld pe 
Ointment, while living, viz. They are godly 5 Ky re 
X Wille 


\ 
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ich you pour prodigally upon them, on all Oec- 


dead: Yet the Memory of this Deed will make 
ir Stink and ill Savour come up in the Noſtrils 
Poſterity. | 1 - 
thei Alas J Sir, it were more like a Soul, eaten up 
ageMFich the Zeal of his Houſe, it were more like the 
en: 


ey | 
zu: Mouth of the Lord had ſpoken, for what the Land, 
with the Church mourneth, and is ready to be made 


h deſolate ; to be ſearching, and ſetting before 
ur own Eyes, and theirs, in Order to the aflect- 
of our Hearts, the Cauſes, which have provoked 
x Lord ro'write ſuch bitter Things againſt all of ut; 
d have particularly provoked him to deſert ſo 
ny, to a doing of that Deed, that abominable 
Ned, which His Soul hateth; and hath alſo pro- 
witſoked Him, firſt, to leave others, either to a deep 
dar 
bu 


inte 


id now, as a' Puniſhment of that, leaves them 
-allyſus to plead : Then, thus to be daubing, and do- 
auſſe that (which, whatever be the Intention, of the 
anoer, is the native Intention of the Deed) which 
ries them into an Oblivion of their Defection, and 
the woful Effects thereof; and is a raining Snares 
on them; that they may, as they have done, pre- 
ed from Evil to Worſe, Ah! Sir, let me again ſay 
It would much better become you, to be calling 
m to Faſting and Mourning, for che Ungodlinets 
at hath been in their Acceptance of that Indul- 
nee; than thus to plead for, and palliate the Guilt 
a Defection from the Gocdneſs of the Perſons ; 
nd perſwade us to an Union with them, while 


Courſe. 


ons; and embalm them therewith, when they 


irit that ated our old Elijabs, jealous for their 


xd and Maſter, it were more like One, to whom 


ence, or to a faint Reſiſtance, while this was done: 


remain ſen of Inper ſuaſion, to relinquiſh theix 


—_—— 


ii. 11, 12, 13. Sure, you have forgot its juſt Inf 


to ponder the Place, for preventing your own Gui 


. fiſt che more particularly upon it, beyond Deſign 


in with them, and follow them, in theſe dilloyalf 
Practices; the ſerious Seckers of God fo much di 


' 
is 
' 
| 
| 
# 
1 
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34 De ſecond Ground of | | 
Courſe, Have you ever read, or conſidered, Ha 


port, if you have; and therefore, I again deſire y 


in this Way of Pleading. 
Sir, as I Was unwillingly engaged to fpeak | 
this Ground, laid down by you; ſo the Inter 
of Truth hath eonſtrained me to enlarge, and in 


Deſire ; Since by this one inſignificant Way 
Pleading, (whereof a Mari ſhould be athamed 
becauſe it is ſo far from being a Ground, as ' 
utterly impertinent to mention it, in the Calif 
being wholy · extrinſick to the Debate : ) The Tru 
hath been ſo much prejudged ; tlie Men, whic 
we ſhould have reclaimed, ſo much hardned 
their ſinful Courſe, and fo much hardned into 
Obltinacy ; and ſo many encouraged ( as fall 
thereby from their firſt ſeeming Stedfattneſs) to fi 


ſtracted, and divided by theſe Courſes: And t 
Pleaders themſelves made moſt guilty of all the $ 
of this Defection, and theſe Wrath- procuring ar 
preſaging Conſequences of this Courle ; both, 
directly carried on by ſame, and plaiſtered ov: 
by others, 1 ſay, Sir, Theſe Things, and man 
ſuch have drawn the preceeding Lines from me 
make you of them what you will. And ſo I pr 
ceed, to conſider the Firmneſs of your Seal 
Ground 


Your 2d. Ground runs thus, Who fand (ſay ye 
in rated Oppoſition ro the whole Government of ance 
Church, and in their Principles, divide from te, 
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„ 4s, on this very Account, the People were in Hazard 
b o be poiſoned in Doctrine, &c, 
| | ANSWER. 

JM Sir, Becauſe 1 am only ſollieitous about Truth, 
BW [hall not carp at Darkneſs of Phraſe, or Indiſtinct- 
eis of Expreſſion, too obvious here: Only bear 
ach me, if I caſt what you fay in another Mould, 
hat I may offer ſome Anſwer to it: And thus 
mult run, The Diſparity betwizxt Hearing, and 
Hearing the Curates, and the Indulged Men, is 
deniable ; Upon this nd That the Curates 
and in ſtated Oppoſition to the whole Government of 
We Church, and in their Principles, are divided from 
u ; So, as on this very Account, the People are in 

rd to be poiſoned in Dictrine: And therefore, 
Whey are to be withdrawn from, and not 10 be heard; 
t the Indulged are for the whole Government of the 
urch; and therefore, his * and plain Di- 
ity make? it lawful; yea, and indiſpenſibly nece ſ— 
ry 18 bear and enn theſe, 1 hope; Sir, I have not 
dermined your, Ground, to overturn it more 
ily, by calſing your Words in this Mould. 
Now, for Antwer, Firf, Let me ask you, If you 
ge the indulged Men for the whole intire Frame 
che true Presbyterian Government of the Church 
Jcotland? Then, why did you ever write againtt 

t Indulgenee > Or, next, f you do, and fancy . 
mel Conſiſtancie betwixt what you once ſaid, 
1 pofſ What you here aflert, (which my Dulneſs 
Sccon(ot reach) then Mr. Brown will iuſtruct, 
l convince you, that they have practically, 
r Pretences, in the Caſe, are not to be regarded) 
yoaffroy d true Presbyterial Government, by this Ac- 
of race; And, I ſuppoſe moveover, your felt will 
am 1 lay, That ORF Yo Synods and 
s 1 W- 


* — — — 


ol Chrilt; becauſe of that exotick Headſhip, that 


their Acceptance they have indeed deſtroy d tri 
Presbyterial Government; and lay down more (off; 


m. == 22 1 — — —— — 
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1 round Second of 
flowing from the Supremacy, are no more the Court Lh 


gives them a Being; than Epiſcopal Conventions or 
Convenricles are: And if you grant this, (as I judg 
you Wil] readily do) then you muſt either anſwe 
all that Mr. Brown hath ſaid (and I ſhall not her 


ſay it over again) for making it appear, that by thighh,, 


Dif 
: „n n 10 
lid Grounds, or elle your undeniable Diſparity en ot 
niſheth to Nothing; and you will be conſtrain ed 
to yield, that Bilhops-Curates, and Council-Curata., 
are, as to this, in a Parity. Yea, and it may Mbe ! 
upon a ſtrict Examination, if this be the Rulh;,,, 
whatſoever of Diſparity were pleadable, woulp,,, 
rather ſeem to favour the Curates, in the Point uh, ;,, 
der Debate, than the Indulged. But 24h, Bear wilfffy n 
me, Sir, to profeſs ingenuouſſy my Ignorance, I do 
not knowing how to connect theſe Words eve 
yours, with what went before; (tho' you ſeemWre;r, 


give them ſo Emphatick a Connection, as the Strenge |; 


and Streſs of your Ground, lies upon it) viz. Poctr 
48 on this very account the People were in Hazard ut t] 
be potſoned in Doctrine. Sir, it; ean be no Matter ſſreſun 
Offence to you, if Men in the Dark grope afſſtey? 
and gũeſs at your Meaning (wherein if I miſtthier 
your eloudy and unelear Connection hath put bey! 
to theſe Gueſſings; and not any Deſign to vn Ir, 30 
you, or wrelt your Words, beyond their jult eve t 
port.) | : Pentrar 

Firft then, either your Meaning mult Nou w. 
Thar theſe, who are unſound in the Governhiq, « 
of the Church, and differ from us in Prineiſom t! 
as to that, are not to be heard, leſt, they poilo!Wareer \ 
People by their Dochine, that is, by perſuac ples, o 
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the People, that the Government they own, and 
he Way of their Entry, 1s according to the Word ; 
for there is a Doctrine of Goverment, as well as 
got other Things, pertaining to the making of the 
an of God perfect, viz. This great Doctrine, that 
brit is King and ſole Sovereign over his Church.) 
nd if this be your Meaning, ro make your alledged 
Wiſparity #ndeniable, and make it ſtand on this 
round, you have two or three Things to do, if 
Wot four. 1, To make it appear, that the Indul- 
ed ate found in the Matter of PresbyterianGoverq- 


ent; elſe (as was ſaid above) you ſay Nothing to 
ie Point: And it is a pitiful Begging of the Que- 
Ruten, till you have made it appear, that all Mr. 


Brown hath ſaid to the contrary ( which you 
 terminis, contradict) is Nothing; and you will 
Yay many Things ere you be believed in this: Nay, 
do not think, you will ever ſuffer your ſelf to be- 
ere it; if you may be perſuaded to ponder, without 
rejudice, what he hath ſaid, Or, 2dly, That they 
Nie leſs active, in inſtilling and miculcating this 
Doctrine in the Peoples Ears, than the Curates. 
but the contrary is ſo manifeſt, that 1 ſhall not 
reſume, you will aſſert it; for who now, but 
ey? And you and others have patronized the 
hief of them, into a Confidence of aſſerting, 
hey had ſinned, if they had not cutred that Way. 
Dr, 3d , That the People are leſs in Hazard to be- 
eve them, than the Curates: And, as this is 


ou would with Indignation hear it, or have it 
rd. Or, 4thly, If we can but preſerve the People 
meim the Poiſon of plain Prelacy, it is no great 
ion latter whether they be poiſoned with Exaſtian Prin- 
tuples, or not. I ſay, Sir, * you have made One, 

1 Or 


Fontrary to Truth, in the Matter of Fact; So, 


2 Ground ſecond of _ 

or all of theſe out, your Ground is none; and n Pc 

Parity is ſtill tranſparent, in the Caſe, betwixt i Pico 

Curates of both Kinds and Claſſes. You 7 
Or, 2dly, This muſt be your Meaning, That the and 

rates differing from us, in the Matter of Governmaſfſel! y 

the People are in Hazard to be poiſoned hy them, Nuelt 


the great Doctrines of Salvation and Godlineſs. And: ; 


if fo, your Ground is no Ground at all; Nor is ed, 
with any Gain to your Cauſe, here mentioned; ¶ to 
giving and granting, that the Epiſcopal Party, WVron 
their abominable Defection, after ſo much Light, Fe. i 
to the Matter of Church- Government, may be Md 

to apoſtatize into Soul-murdering Errors, and dihrhile 


others with them: (yer, why you ſhould takeernm 


for granted, that the Indulged, who areguilty of noi 
groſs a Detection, and ſo great a Diſloyalty to Chiſhid t 
are ſeured'againlt, this Hazard; and that upon pere is 
ame formal Ground, I fee not.) Yet I judge, d. ! 
will not venture the Standing of your Ground upSnced 
his, That a Perſon of the Prelatick Party cannot Frounc 
found in the relt of thele great Doctrines of SalvatiGing i 
and Godlineſs ; for that will be found falſe in Ming ii 
ter of Fact, and ſo no true Ground of Diſparifihd ye 
2. Whatever may be faid about true, or falſe Ut your 
Ctrine, in another Caſe, (for falſe Teachers, wit) to 
ever be their Opinion, as to the Matter of Covell the 
ment, are not to be heard; the Rule holds here, Ir hen. 
we are to ceaſe to hear the Inſtruttion, which cauſeib ae 
20 err from the Words of Knowledge.) That's not Wndneſ 
Queſt ion now; but the Debate is, as to their Mynd, i 


ol Entry in the Church ; And, if the Government you 


the Houſe of God be greatly wronged by both, the S0 
regard of their Entry? as is made evident by N are 
Hiſtory of the Indulgence : Then it is manifel?, Mile the 


Sroundleſſy you plcad a Precercnce to the IndugWed, b. 
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Wn Pot of Hearing, beyond what is due to the E- 
Wiſcopal Curates, But, 3dly, Sir, (which will lay 
you and your Ground, on which you judge you 
and immoveable, level with the Ground) Let me 
acl! you, and tis ſtrange you conſider it not, The 
„Neition betwixt us runs upon an Univerſal, 
d a quatenus ad omne, whether all the Indul- 
$M), and the Curates, as ſuch, be in a Parity, 
to being beard, or not beard; becauſe of the 
„rongs done to Chriſt, as King, and his Church, 
t, Fe. in regard of the Way of their Entry ? 
nnd you refound the Strength of your Diſparity 
luhrhile your Ground is, in terminit, about the Go- 
keFernment of the Church) on this, That the Curates 
e not to be heard; becauſe the People are in Ha- 
ud to be poiſoned by their Doctrine; whereas, 
ere is no ſuch Hazard to be feared from the Indul- 
d. Now, Sit, How have you coneluded, and e- 
Wuced your undeniable Diſparity, from' that very 
round, which you have left, while you come to 
ing it another Leg to ſtand on, viz. The Peoples 
Mens in Hazard to be poiſoned by their Doctrine? 
"arlind yet, this Leg doth not ſupport it either: For, 
ie I your, SO, be ſoudered (right, or wrong, it matters 
wit) to ſupport your Ground, of what Significance 
ovell the whole be? And what is your Advantage? 
e, Ir hence it only manifeſtly follows, T hat ſome of the 
ſeih rares are to be withdrawn from, becauſe of Un- 
ot Wndneſs in Doftrine, But ſuppole them to be all 
Wind, in the Doctrine of the Church of Scotland; 
ene, your. ſelf being judge, and your S, &c. (which 
Ll, Nhe Soul of your Ground) being appealed unto, 
vy are as well to be heard, as the Indulged: Be- 
be the Hearers are in as little Hazard to be poi- 
ug, by the Doctrine of the One, as of the Other. 
5 Now 


30 The other Grounds o, 
Now, Sir, What is become of your wndeniable Dj 
parity ? For I have gueſſed at Two Senſes, neithe 
of which favours your Coneluſion: And a 3d Seni 
I cannot yet fancy. And when you tell me of a 
Senſe, that will be more favourable to your Purpaſ 
it ſhall be conſidered. 

Having Thewed you the Weakneſs of theſe ti 
Grounds, (the firſt whereof, viz. That taken fro: 
the Goodneſs of the Per ſons, is a Thing impertinei 
to the Debate: And your 2d, That they are ſo 
in Preibyterian Principles, and for the Government 
the Church, is a meer Begging of the Queſtion 
And yet on thete Two depends, mainly,theWeig| 
of all that you fill your Paper with.) I might ſlig 
the Reſt, Yet, Sir, ſince, as the making out 
your Seventh Propoſal, is the All of your Buſines 
and, tis like, is that, on which you plat 
the All of your Confidence, in the Cas 
fo I (hall, for Brevity, pur all your Groun 
together, and try the turning of your on 
Cannon upon your ſelf. And ſince Argui 
ex conceſſis, is the moſt ſure Way, the Defender 
himſelt being judge; I (hall, for a Cloſe, n 
deayour to make this out, That you have, by ti 


Grounds laid down, paſſed Sentence upon rhel and 
dulged, as Perions not to be heard; (I grant 1 A 


tis beſide. your Deſign ; ) for here lies the Streng 
of all your Raſoning ; You both give and eral 
the Curates are not to be heard, nor on 
ed, as ſent Miniſters; Becauſe, 1f, Scand 
lous. 2dly, Becauſe, Standing in 4 ffated Oppoſitin 
| the whole Government ef the Church, 3dly Becauſe 
their wrong Viay of Entry, and Ordination. qrhly Et; 
cauſe of their Breach of Covenant, and Guilt of Ft fm 

| ; 


[ 
—7 
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. $thly Becauſe, juch as the People, out of the 
t onſcience of their Obligation to their own Mini- 
s, Judge themſelves obliged to diſown, Laſtly, Be- 
Wuſe, by hearing theſe, we homologate Prelacy ; it be- 
%% particularly and peremptorily required of us, t0 
ar them, as the Teſt of our Conformity to the Law, e- 
liſhing the ſame, Now to reduce your Grounds 
the Form of an Argument, it runs thus, Pei- 
ns, juſtly chargeable with ſuch and ſuch Groſ- 
efſes and Guilt, are not to be heard, nor owned 
the Pcople of the Lord, as the Miniſters of Je- 
s Chriſt ; but are to be withdrawn from, by all 
ho will vet be found guilty of relinquiſhing of 
e xood Old Way, and the Principles of the 
_ of Scotland. But the Curates are ſuch ; 
g, WE, * | 
1 Propo ſs ion, and Aſſumption are both your 
n, wherein as you carry my Conſent, ſo we are 
ne, in the Concluſion. But now, Sir, comes 
our Difficulty, how to guard your ſelf, and your 
Merty, whom you eſſay, with ſo much Fervour, to 
e Matronize and protect againſt the Dint of your 
un Argument ; which if you cannot do, they 
bleeding to Death under the Blow of your 
and: And howbeit, you are confident, you 
ave here ſaid, on their Bchalf, what cannot be 
inſaid, or anſwered ; yet, you muſt give me Leave 
Ir once, to wreſt your Weapon out of your own . 
and, or let you (by your Leave, or without 
Wour Leave) ſee how, in ſtricking the Curates 
rough the Sides, your Thruſt , is ſo Home, as 
teu have firuck your indulged Friends at the 
Wicart ; not conſidering, when you gave the Blow, 
o near the One was to che Other's Back. And 
Argument, in Form, runs thus, T hey, who 8 
| Du 


over again, Which is ſo well done already; 10 


tts allo be anſwered above, yet, for further Cc 


32 Other Grounds of 
thus and thus Guilty, are not to be heard, nor ownlWe: 
& c. This js your own Propoſition, on the Fim an 
neſs of the Connection whereof is founded d 
Weight of all your Grounds, And therefore 
come to ſubſume; But the Indulged are ſuch, Ene 
Cc. I (hall prove the Aſſumption by Parts. + 
to the 1/7, Beſides what I have anſwered aboyy 
T iay, The Indulged, AS SUCH; are 4 
Scandalous : And for making out of this; ſn 
it were but loſt Labour for me, to eflay to do th 


fer you, both for Information and Conviction 
the Hiſtory of the Indulgence, where you will. finWto 
from Page 112, and forward, how ſcandalous 3 
offenſive the Indulgence, and the. AcceptatigÞ. 
thereof, hath been, 1F, To ſuch as refuſed it. 24 
To ſuch as had not the Offer thereof. 3dhy, 1 
many of the Godly. Yea, arbly, To the whole ful 
fering Church of Scotland : Particularly. to i 
Houſe and Field-preachers, 5 hh, To the Prela 
themſelves. 6:hly, To the Rulers (together wi 
Multitudes of all Ranks, carried alongſt wii 
them.) 7thly,To the Poſterity. 8thly, Te ſuch as 1 
our Church Hiſtories. And, Laſtly, To all the mf 
formed Churches, So, according to this Grou 
they Rand ſentenced by you, as Perſons no noch al 
to be heard, than Curates, ſince ſo many Waſtes 
ſcandalous. For Confirmation of the 2d, TM 7'5 
the Indulgence is contrary, and oppeſite to ur G. eove 
ment, and Presbyterian Principles; and that 
Ruin thereof is under, and by the Hand of the 
dulged; and how theſe who maintain the ſaqÞtd 
are in their Principles divided from us: II 


krmation, fee the ſaid Hiſtory, Page 90, and 
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We: likewiſe, for clear Conviction, in the ci 


and conſider it, that you may be convinced how 
tle this Ground, the greateſt with you of 211, 
ill ſupport che. Greatneſs of ydur Confidence : ) 
he whole firlt Five Heads, together with the" 9:6; 
it eſpecially the 5c, wherein it is made er ident, 
oo Eraſtianiſm is bereby eſtabliſhed, and the 
1 furper fettled in the Throne of Chriſt, which he 
int invaded. I fay, Sir, See theſe Places, and con- 
tau er them ; and do not always trouble us with 
uind, begging of the Queſtion, and then build- 
N ufon it; for, now you have» obliged your 
io anſwer all, that js ſaid in the forecited Places, 
an eſtebliſhing your Greund; becauſe, that fail- 
ati. your whole Fabriek falls to the Ground, 
2er Confirmation of the Third, Sce the An- 
„to the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Oljection. 
fue 127. anent their infrinzing of their for- 
5 i: Ordination, and ſubjecting their Miniſtry 
ela Mens arbitrary Diſpofal. See likewiſe Mr. 
%s Firtt Argument applied to the- Indulged, 
wii 136, See alſo the 24 Argument applied, ibid. 
s rey likewiſe the 4th and 6th. And further read the 
he Mole 86:Þ Page, of the Hiſtory of the Indulgence, e- 
counfeiafly the 6th Particular mentioned Page 88; 
maſſch alſo occurs in the 3d Head, concerning the 
Wiemacy, to the ſame Purpoſe ; eſpecially from 
TIS 715 "Particular, and forward, Page 93. Obſerve 
pen icover, and conſider the 10th Particular of the 
at Had. Pag. io. And to cloſe, ſee for a Pa- 
he el betwixt the Entry of the Curates, and the In- 
e fuel, the 34 Particular of the ' x0th Head, 
Ti e108, : | ; 
Colt Confirmation of the 4th, I deſire you to 
ad N P-ze 106. and fee, ou it is made _—_— 
8 | chat 


” Þ 


guilty of that bainous Sin of Breach of Cove 
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that the Indulgence is againſtour Covenants wit 
God; and ſo tis likewiſe manifeſt that the | 
dulged are clearly, by their Acceptance, ( wh 
ever Curtain you will draw before it, to hide 
from̃ the Eyes of the Men guilty, and of the Wor 
from whoſe Eyes all your Art and Induſtry y 
not hide it ; for you ſhall never have his App 
bation, boaſt of Peace, Serenity, &c. as you will p, 
Ira 
even beſides other Things, becauſe of this Mei. 
ceptance : For which Guilt of Perjury, you fd 
clude the Curates are not to be beard . For Conti; 
mation of the 5th, read what is ſaid, Page Id 
whereby it is made evident, how the Meeting fi 
the People of the Lord are hereby prejudged ; d 7 
conſequently too, the Peoples cleaving to theironffleutt 
Miniſters, who, for their Faithfulneſs, were thn; ; 
out, and are ſtill for the ſame Cauſe purſued. . 0, 
likewiſe for this, rhe 7th Head; as alſo, Matio 
Smith's 3d Argament applied, Page 137. Lilert | 
wiſe conſider the 5th Argument, Page 158. FinallWpnoſc 
for Confirmation of the 6th-and laſt, ſee the Ay in 
plication of Mr. Smith's 7th Argument. d a 
Now, Sir, you may, at your Leaſure, conſaſ But, 
how you have made more Haſte, than good Speeifhuld ; 
and fee the Fruit of your Want of Foreſight, My i; 
ur fervide Forwardneſs; for by the ExcclſWueye 
your Confidence ( tho' I know not on what, you 
the Caſe, it is built) in writing your Paper, & tell 
fore you had read the Hiſtory of the Indulgence, Nur Co 
have precipitated your ſelf into a Lahrimb: hw, 
now you have brought your ſelf under a ſimi, let b 
and ind iſpenſible Neceility of anſwering the wh orthy 
Hiſtory of the Indulgence ( The hardeſt and uthor 


happieſt Task that ever vou padertook ; ) ah in 


Propoſal Seventh anſwered, 35 
wie given my Friends and me this Advantage 
Wer you, as we have, in the Sight, and to the 
ha bnriction of all unbyaſſed Perſons, Confidence 
ſay, The Indulged have loft the Cauſe, by yowr plrad- 
ſoil : And I will (without Arrogance, I hope) 
Wert, That I have argued ex conceſſ;s, and that by 
t own Grounds and Grant, the Indulged have 
will Preference, in the Debate, to the Prelatick 
rates ; till you have given us a clear and con- 
icing Ar ſwer to the Hiſtory of the Indulgence, 
d when you have done ſo, for Confirmation of 
-onWur Grounds, your Anlwer may come to be 
' 11ſidered, However, take it not ill, I tell you 
ng Till this be done, we may, in much Sobriety 
d Truth, affrm it, that out of your own 
r offeuth your 1ndulged Brethren Rand ſentenced, 
no more to be heard, than Curates ; and that 
r Oppoſition to them, 45 ſuch, in 'tis higheſt E- 
inn, is juſtifyed by you: And every indif- 
_ Lent Perſon, who ponders the Grounds of your 
naEpoſed undeniable Diſparity, will be convinced, 
e Mw in this Haſte and Hurry, you have diſpat. 
da Friend with a Foe, | 
mla But, Sir, for a full and final Cloſe of all, I 
Puld at preſent ſay to your 7th Propoſal, ( and 
Willy it is needful for me to write it, ſince, 
ceß ate ver you apprehend, it is ſo very neceſſary 
hat r you to have it, at this Time, told you) let 
el, I tell you, I know not to what to impute this 
e, Nur Confidence, in giving us theſe, as undeniable 
„ Hinds of Diſparity, without ever taking Notice 
(ul, let be anſwering, what was brought by the 
 Wierthy, judicious, learned and truly zealous 
d utbor, to make the Parity evident, and the Pa- 
J. in the Caſe, a perke& One; ( mich is 
MS: luch 


pheſying, any may preſage what *ris like to be. 


Grounds, brought by you to prove an undentabiſe 


fere with what your ſelf have written againlt t 


Strength at all) its Strength lies, I might paſs t 


36 Mae relt of his Paper 

luch, to the Convigtion of all of us to wha 
you addreſs your Paper, and 1 hope, of ThouſanWti 
moe.) 1 lay, Sir, I wonder at this Confidenclih 
and herein I am not alone: And, for a ju 
Check, I remit you again to read, in the PI 
ces above cited, ( for yon have put me to t 
Pains to cite them for you) The Anſwers ft 
will find there; and either make your furure 
lence confeſs your Grounds are razed, andy 
have been unhappy in your raſhUndertaking, le 
ing before you looked; Or, if you will undert: 
to anſwer what he hath ſaid, you may expt 
ſome will let you know their Thoughts of yo! 
Succeſs in that Eſſay. And really, without pi 


8 
ett! 


Moreover, Sir, Ido much wonder that you q; 
not judge, that ſome, at leaſt, of the chief of tl 


Diſparity, in the Caſe, do not fo perfectly inte 


Indulgence as either ſome ef your new Groundsd 
ruine all the Reaſon of that your old Paper, or youſſh 
Paper doth raze your new Grounds to the Fou 
dation: So that you have not only Mr. Brow ſick 
anſwer, (which I ſhall believe, when J tee it 
Parpole done) but you have your ſelf to anſue 
and reconcile to your Self, and to deliver fret 
your Self, Sit, hiving given you my pot 
Thoughts of that, wherein (if your Paper have an 


Reſt in Silence, till you had perus'd, and pondqud- 
red what is ſaid, and returned your Anſwer; wtven 
it not, that you might ſuppoſe, and others mi 
lay, (however 1 had ſaid, 1 had given you an WF to 
count of all that, which gives cither Life, or Len y 


anſweted in Order. 37 
pour Deſign, yet) I had declined the Conſide- 
tion thercof from ſome Conviction of irs Unan- 
ſetablenefs : I (hall now begin, where you begin ; 
Io follow you in your own Method. | 
Your Paper then, is made up of Conceſſions, Pre- 
Jas, and fomething by Way of Concluſum: all 
ich fall now to be conſidered, and that with a 
derence to your Scope; at which I ſhall begin, 
At your Union, Peace, Healing, &c. And here, 
; give me leave to ask you Firſt, in Sobriety, this 
neltion, How comes this to paſs, that writing 
pe lo many of us, whom you Name particularly, 


t youſd 1 may ſay, to Thouſands moe, (for you ad- 
pes your Paper to all concerned, as you phraſe it, on 
be. FW Accomnr) you ſpend, through rhe Whole of 
due 


ur Paper, ſo many Words about Peace, Union, 
ling, Ce. withotit ever defining from Scripture, * 
r Peace and Healing you would be at; and from 
ich your whole Paper ſuppoles us to be averſe 
(alien? Sure, Sir, no indiflerent Perſon, reading 
ur Paper, and ſecing how this in general Terms 
neuſcate, but they muſt judge, That this is ei- 
done on Deſign to make us Odious, as the 
elt Furies and Firebrands alive; ſo that no 
ater brought from the Sanctuary it ſelf, can cool us 
quench our Flame: Or, (becauſe I ſhall be far 
N ſuſpecting you of ſuch a bad Deſign) many 
Teer and ſerious People will, conſidering what 
'c argaracter we have gone under tlieſe many Years, 
fs iert to think that you have really found fo much 
onefh-fre and Fury amongſt us, as you have been 
ver, beyond your Deſign and Diſpoſition, to 
mier your telf io much, in labouring to cool us; 
no hare been under an indiſpenlible Neceſſity, 
Lehn what you obletved in our Way, of diſeove- 

N IIng 


38 His Method and | 
ring thoſe Things unto us, as Perſons at whoſe 
Door you are clear to lay the Diviſion of the Chic 
of Scotland, with all its diſmal Conſequences 
(for at whoſe Door ſoever this ſhall be found, with" 
them (hall all theſe Conſequences allo be lodgeiſſ de 
in Deſpight ot all the vairi Palliatings of ſuch, M 
would - plead them innocent : ) And that with thiji e, 
Aggravation, that unleſs we comply with youre 
Healing Methods, (Oh! when ſhall ſuch healing" 
Methods be fallen upon, as will be found hallo en 
ed Ones; for, alas! Unhallowed have our Heal 
ing Methods hitherto been; and they ſtill continag® 0 
to be what they were; Nor doth your Paper co, 
vince me of the Contrary, but confirm me.) we hafen 
after the Evil of our Way hath been diſcovered . 
us, firſt in your Paper, and then in the Pulp this 
proved irreclaimable in our Courſe, to the rendinf® 
of the Bowels of the Church and a ſadly broke 
Remnant; and continue to be the verieſt Sag 
ders of the Age. And therefore, Sir, ſince this 
ſo obvious from the Complex of your Paper, in 
der to the clearing of our ſelves, before all M 
(tho' we might in Silence, make humble Appe "/i0n 
to Him, who is a God of Fudgment, and by whom A to 
on, are weighed, Whether in this Matter, Iniquif/*” * 
be not caſt upon us by ſuch, who, I ſhall not i J 
in Wrath do hate us, but unjuſtly accuſe us; m 
whether this Thing be not amongſt thoſe nf 
Things, laid to our Charge which we know nil F 
Suffer me to tell you, in the Firſt Place, That 
Neceſſity is lajd upon me, upon this very Accou 
to ſpeak a little Home to many Things in your! 
per, which otherwiſe, at this Time, I would b 
paſt in Silence; So that the Intereſt of J 
Whatever may be thought of me, hath 1mp0 


Scope conſidered, 39 
je Neceſſity upon me; and the clearing of ſome 
W:cious Perſons, loaded with this Calumny. 
2dly, Sir, I aſſert it, (not only as my own 
agment, and the Rule, according to which 
deſire this Day to walk; but as being more 
Movinced, it is the Rule according to which 
Nee, to whom you direct your Paper, do indeed 
re walk than many of theſe, who talk of Peace, 
„ing, Cc.) That we look upon ga ſinful Di- 
Jon and Renting of the Bewels of the Church, 
a Guilt ofa more Crimſon- dye, under whatfo- 
er Colour, and with whomſoever it ſhall be 
nd, than many other groſs and crying Abomi- 
ions: And, as we can, we joyn in crying to 
n, that the accurſed Thing, which hath made 
MI this Diviſion, may be taken away; and that 
ſe Men of Diviſion, our Iodulged, may ſee what 
Y have done; and that He would, in Mercy and 
Enderneſs, rebuke the Impudence of ſuch, who 
ile they ſhelter the Men, who have made the 
riſion, and would be cried up, as the Men of 
ce, ſpare not to load others, ſtill crying out, 
* on, Diviſien ; While they neither do, nor de- 
co diſcover, who the Men are, who, by goin 
Vom u, have made the Diviſion. 3dly. Sir, as 
d you, It was the Matter of my Wonder, bow 
came to write, with ſuch a Height of Con- 
©? Fence, for this Soudering Deſign, without ever 
„adering what had been ſaid, in the Hiſtory of 
Wzence: So I think ſtrange, how you never 
Ik notice of what hath been ſaid, for Peace and 
ion amongſt the Remnant, in that poor little 
Wee, called the cup of cold Mater, which 1 only here 
InRtion, to let the World fee we are not behind 
thyou, in our Deſires after a Peace, which hath 


» 
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Truth for its Foundation, and Righteouſneſs | 
its Attendent ; and jt had been but Equity u 
your Part, before we were inſinuate to be (ft 
the Complex of your Paper) maſt unpeaces! 
Perſons, to have excepted azainſt the Quali 
tions of that Peace, held forth there: As alle 
the Poſtſcript to the ſecond Letter about the ( 


Sure, however yon may have faid it better,; july 
ou bave not ſaid More, (if fo much) in all yet” 
aper, for Peace, as you will find ſaid tic he 

Sir, I am unwillingly driven to mention eit N 

that poor Pamphlet, or Paper; but your Way hy id, 

impoſed the Ncceſfity upon me. ably, Sir, n of 

Friends and I grant you, that Peace, Uni FA 

Healing, Cc. are not only Things moſt Lov ©” 

in Sound, but moſt Sweet in their own Natur * 

For, ban good, and how pleaſant .is it, to ſee Brethif h 

walk together in Unity. Yea, how pleaſant is it! He v 

comely and Goſpel-adorninę, to fee Brethren, . 

Subjects and Children of the Prince of Peace, at n 

of the God of Peace, live and converſe togemi . 7 

upon the Earth, as thoſe, who (hall dwell > 

gether in Heaven! And I am fore, he ſhall be“ 
great Stranger to that Peace of God, which paſa, 

all Under ſtanding, who 1s wanting to promote t 15 

Peace amongſt Brethren, which is ſo precious in“ 

ſelf, and fo much preſſed, and perſwaded unto,| N | 

the God of Peace; and all theſe Arguments af | © 

Perfwaſives made ponderous, piercing, and inden“ 

to us, by Him, on whom the aſti ſement ofour Peace i, C 

But Sir, I mutt tell you, becauſe this Peace 1s * 
. Odour of ſo ſweet a Savour, there is the utm nl 

of Care and Caution to be adhibite, in compo 1 

ding it of the right Ingredients : And becauſe Oy 


1s ſo precious, when pure, and of fo much Val 


Fularly in the Matter now under 


and Scope conſidered 41 


Men in their Pleadings for it, and Pretendings; 


o it, would take heed, that they ſtamp not the 
ing's Image (if I may ſay fo) upon baſe Bullion 
nd ſo make themſelves guilty of Leſe-Majeity, 
ir, here, at this Time, I (hall ſubſiſt, ſince I will 
ave Occation to ſpeak to this Matter afterward; 
nly I judge my ſelf, ſince you highly pretend to 


his Peace and Union, and deal with us as moſt un- 


ac2able Men, obliged to premit this. 
Next, I tell you, Sir, that by what is already 


1d, and by what 1s to be further ſaid, I am con- 
"War to ſtand at Truth's Tribunal, and have the 
Wile tried, whether you, or we, from whom you 
ter, and in managing of which Difference, you 


ve ſhewed ſo much Keenneſs and Heat, be the 


en of Peace, And fo I come to conſider, in order 


this, the reſt of your Paper. 

You premit to your Propoſal: ſome Conceſſims,, 
both which you ſay, Nu have written them un- 
the preſent Conftraint of Light, ſo as you durſt not, 
wh they were your dying Words, with Peace and 
wet of Spirit retrafÞ here. Anſwer, I ſhall be far 
m queſtioning your Singleneſs and Sincerity in 
Pat you fay : But, Sir, give me Leave, ſoberly 
hint theſe Things, in the Caſe, which I would 
re paſſed in Silence, were it not that, in your 


Wolick Sermons, (as well as in your Paper) many 
our judicious Auditors have obſerved, how, 


with what Height of Confidence; you have 
itute your own Aſſurances of being right, par- 
ebate, inſtead 


deripture-proof and Reaſon: And I muſt tell 
It hath been no ſinal} Grief of Soul to ſome 
the more ſerious, to find themſelves charged 
blteye- what you * as the undoubted _ 


—- 


— 
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of the Lord ; and charged in his Name and Au« 
thority, to receive it as a Meſſage from him; while 
they found, inftead of all other Probation, great 
Things ſpoken of yeur Aſſurance, that, in what 
you id, you had the Mind of Chriſt : Yea, whił o 
they not only did deſiderate Scripture Truth, fa 
the Ground of this your Aſſurance, but were fron 
the very Scripture brought to differ from you; 
and are ready to render you a Reaſon, when": 
asked, of their Diſſent. Secondly, Sir, 1 grani0s| 
you, It is the great Commendation of a Gol"! 
pel Miniſter, that he be fully aſſured, thaſ#bo 
the Things he delivers, in the Name of Gd 
Lord, be the undoubted Truth's of God: And bnd! 
ſides, what a Happineſs is it for a Preacher, ſo Her. 
preach, and ſo to perſwade, as being himſelf per ſuf", 
aed of God; and to ſpeak, becauſe he believes ; ani vith 
to have the Things, which he ſpeaks, impreſſed, un 
ingraven upon his own Soul ; that fo hisSoul uva. 
be in what he ſays; whereby he is in the faireſt M pu 
paeity to make the like bleſſed Impreſſions upon i H uce 
Souls of thoſe, who hear him? This is to ſpeak Not N 
the Oracles of God. But, Sir, Our objective Ali 4% 
rances do beſt in Publick, or in our Papers: I wh 
not. our ſubjective Aſſurances, that will prove: [ 
Thing, or ſend the Hearer away convinced, ay 
Aſſurance, that will only convince, and ought "+ Be 
be adduced for Confirmation of what we aſſert, Men, 

full Aſſurance of Knowledge, that is, a Setting i"oritz 
Word of the Lord before the Eye, and a Produc Mind 

our Maſter's Word and Warrant: For as thisÞ'ould 


that, which gives a Miniſter Confidence, and ifeumtp 
Miniſterial Boldneſs; So it is that, which giv full A. 
Hearer Clearneſs, and commends what is ſaid ufflure, a 


the Conſeienee. Now, Sir, Tho you ſay, 90 b bull Af 


will 


4 | 
conſidered, | 4 3 
lu, Vinen theſe Things under the preſent Conſtraint of 
nile Might, Ke. Yer you mult give me Leave to fay, I. 
rene not the Light of Truth in what you fay ; 1o as 
> conftrain me to acquieſce' in your Concluſion, 
ou have had ſome of my Exceptions, given in al- 
ady ; and you ſhall have the reſt in what follows, 
ot only ro demur my Aſſent, but to carry me to a 
ear Contradiction to you Scope, as you propoſe it, 
Webs it, and perſwade to it. But, as I am unwil 
ingly drawn to mention this, fo I ſhall not inſiſt: 
Daly; Sir, it were good for you and me, and all 
Who take upon them to {peak in the Name of the 
ord, to be very ſober in the Caſe ; for the Serious 
nd more Judicious, Whoſe Conſcience can only be 
Sraawecd with, and acquieſce in a Thu ſaith the 
Lird, will be much more (tumbled, than edified 
Frith a Height of Confidence, when they miſs this. 
und withal, Sir, we are hereby put to a great Diſ- 
vantage; for if, upon Search and Trial, after the 
0 publick Profeſſion of our Aſſurance and Confi- 
ence, it be found, we have been in a Miſtake; will 
ot Men {ay of us, That 4 deceived Heart had turned 
; aſide ; and that we never run ſo falt foreward, 
s when we leave the Truth behind us? Oh! Sir, 
he many Diſadvantages, which accompany this 
ay! Yea, the great Diſpleaſure our Maſter has at 
ht It! Becauſe, thus to deal with the Conſeiences of 
t. MPlen, exceeds the juſt Limits of our Miniſterial Au 
g Hhority, which is a Declarative only of what is the 
Mind of Chrift, who gave us our Commiſſion z !! 
lhould make us very ſober, in the Caſe, and cir- 
unſpect : And, if. in Chriſtian Confidence, the 
full Aſſurance of Knowledge doth, in its own Na- 
4 uffure, antecede the full Aſſurance of Faith, and the 
„ all Aſſurance of Hope; 8 more ought it to do, 
wril 2-3 in 
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in our eonfident Delivering of our Meſſage, which 
, we bring in the Name of the Lord. Take it not 
11], Sir, that, before I proceed to what follows, 
- have dropt this: For it concerns you to confider it, 
and make your own Uſe of3t ; ſince, inſtead of be. 
ing an Advantage to you, it is much-obſerved, and 
much ſtumbled at, both by the more ſudieious, and 
Tender: And ſo I come to your CONCE SSI 
ONS, 

As to your Firſt and Second Conceſſions &, I am 
ſo intirely one with you, and ſo fully ſatisfiec 
ther:with, as I ſhall fay theſe Things of them, 
Fir, That they are Sayings worthy of all Accep- 
tation; they are worthy of the Soul of a gracious 
Goſpel Miniſter, zealous for his Lord and Maſter: 
They expreſs what ought to be, this Day eſpecially, 
upon the Soul of him, who for his Faithfulneſs, in 

Watching and Warning, will get the Teſtimony of 
a Seer indeed, and the Approbation of a Well done, 
good and faithful Servant, 24h), 1 do frankly de 


clare, 
2 ; aer 
* Viz, As in Mr. Fleming printed paper, titled, The 
Church wounded and vent by a Spirit of Diviſion, 1, That 
there mult be no Coolneſs or Indifferency in any Intereſt cf 
the Truth under the greateſt Hazard, this being ſo invaluable, 
25 riere cannot be too dear a Purchaſe thereof; yea, that 
raths comperatively ſmall mav be great in their Seaſon, 
— ep thereto, with greateſt Reſpect, is then 
12ceffari | 7 [tion is | 
* mak called for, when a publick Oppoſiticn is made to Ui /; 
2. This great Truth, of the Vighle Kingdom of Teſus and of 
Qbrict over A, CMrch, and its Independence on the Magi. Nes of 
Arate, and His being the alone ſupreme Head and Lawgivet er. 
thereto, is of ſuch high Concern and Elevation, as we ſheuld — 
not caunt our Life dear (if called of the Lord to be offered 
ap £3 4 Sacrifice thereon) yea, that a publick Teſtimoiy Mir th 
mould be then more ſpecially owned thereto, with a cleat fob] 
and dillinct Soand, when fo yiſibly oppoſed, as in this Day, I.“ 


conſidered, 45 
e, That in all the foregoing, and future Diffe- 
ces betwixt you and me, 1 ſhall be content to 
nd, and be judged at the Bar of your own'two: 


xt Conceſſions. But, 3dly, I muſt ſay, (Oh? to 


it, and write it with that Senſe and Sorrow of 
, that the Cauſe requires!) If theſe had been 
Rule, according to which we had walked, as 
Adverſary had not thus, without Difficulty, de- 
pyed the Work of God; ſo, it had prevented this 
lorable Diviſion amongſt Miniſters and People: 
t the walking by other Rules, hath ruincd all, 
us into a deep Defection ; and hath had ſuch 
pnſequences, as will provoke Him to purſue the 
urſes, which have thele for their native Fruit, 
th ſuch a righteous Revenge, as ſhall be declara- 
and demonſtrative of his Indignation againit 
n. 4hly, Sir, I mult profeis to you ingenuoul-. 
| cannot forge, nor fancy a Co-exiltence betwixt 
ſe Iwo, and the Complex of your Paper; for, 
er they are ſmothered in the Rubbiſhof what fol- 
„ or they ruine your whole Fabrick, 

agree with you fo fare, in your third Con- 
on Nas to tell you, Firſt, I am glad to hear you 
e Negatives a Cauſe of Mourning ; and ſo, 1 
e ſome will mourn over their former Silence; 
tor the Future give a more diſtinct Sound, that 


they 


ted, a ſad Decay of a true publick Spirit, now among it 
and of that Zea!, Integrity and Watchfulneſs for the 
Ig: of God, and deep Impreffion of the Coverant with 
theſe Nations are to ſolemnly engaged to, as hath fer- 
7 been with too ſad andunſegfible a wearing out from 
lormex Impreſſions of Duty in this long continued Tria! 
m the Church, and that Succeſs which ſeems to wait 
int! Courſe, for which all of us have Cauſe for being 
7 tumbled before the Lord this Day. 8 


Cee, — 
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they may have Paul's Teltimony, Af. xx. 2h 
27. And ſhew themſelves, in their Miniſtry, M 
of Micah's Soul and Zeal, Mic. iii, 8. full of P 
by the Spirit of the Lord, and of Judgement, and 
. Might to declare unto Jacob hit Tranſgreſſions,: « 
zo lirael bis Sint; inſtead of perſwading to an 4 
ſtractedneſs from theſe Things, for which we w 
be purſued, as Acts of high Difloyalty, 2 
Breaches of Covenant with our God. But, 2 
Flay, to give ic the Quality and Complexion ( 
the tormer Two, it ſhould not only have been 
down in ſuch Negatives, as, 4 ſad Decay of tl 
publick Spirit now among ft us, and that Zeal, | 
But, while you cloſe it, with a being deeply hum 
or 13 — you oe alſo to nd Ra tal 
with a falling from Love, and firlt 1 
firſt Works og A how our falling in 
and following actively Courſes, whereby a Defe& 
hath been carried on, is Matter of bitter Mat 
ning and Lamentation : And then you had held 
our Eye the Indulgencg, and all the Means ufed,: 
Methods taken to hide its Wickednels, till ourb 
had affected our Heart, for the Defection,: 
Diſloyalty of both; and would have perſwaded gp. 
ro have looked upon both, with the Tear in ich 
Eye, as a righteous Puniſhment from the Lach 
for not having been valiant for the Truth, in of diſp 
Hour and Seaſon, when called 79 contend Eau La 
for it. But, becauſe the Sequel of your Paper lign 
give me often Occaſion to ſpeake more fully to i 1: 
i have only ſaid ſo mach here, as thereby I Moor 
have the better Acceſs to put you in Remembnl hav: 
of it hereafter. | the 

Your Fourth Conceſſion runs thus, I would bipePitrar 
(ſay you) this will not be under Debate, es belye 


7 


( 
by 


fu 


Ir Conſidered 4 
your for 4 ſafe Union, (and wothent any Prejudice 
the Truth) among ſt theſe, who have heen helped in 
„ Day, to witweſs and ſuffer againſt Prelacy, and 
One in the great Cuucerns of Truth and Godlineſs, 
both a commanded and indeſpenſibly neceſſary Duty, 


vill be found as expreſly charged upon us, as any 
I know in the Scripture. 


u will agree your fourth Conceſſion ſtand. before, 
4'be examined by, and judged, after Examina- 
Wn, at the Bar of your Firſt Two Conceſſions; 
t 24ly, This of all your premitted Conceſſions, 

ing that One, inſiſted upon, and dilated in your 
MWopoſals; I ſhall not ſay more to it here, till 1 
e to conſider the Propoſals themſelves, than theſe 
Things; for, as I obſerved, your 34 was very 
 Wcctive ; ſo muſt I tell you, that I look upon this 

, as very defective, and (when I conſider what 
Ilows. in your Paper) very dangerous: For 1 


held Nothing is here mentibned, to prevent Mens being 
ad. led aſleep, into an Oblivion of the Wrongs done 
zur Cbriſt and his Church, by all of us: But as, if 


n red amongſt our ſelves, Therefore we were at 
ele with God. 2dly, Nothing is here hinted, 
hich may prevent our Uniting on theſe Terms, 
ich may prove a Continuance of theſe Courſes, 
in of diſpleaſing to God: Nay, alas! the Deſign of 
Ee Paper, conſidered in it ſelf (whatever be the 
per Mien of the Writer) drives at this. 3dly, No- 
Ing is here {aid to Caution, leſt, by this Union, 
Door be ſet wide open, for Encouraging ſuch, 
have a mjnd to 1t, to run and ruſh 
the ſame Courſe of Detection : Nay, by the 


it 4" Fictive, how, when they have done this, which w 


Anſwer. Sir, we are agreed, providing, Fir ſt, If 


torward 


Ntrary, they are much encouraged, when on | 
be 
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be found a Thing, that his Soul loatheth, there y 
be ſome ſtill to plead for Union with them, and a 
plaud them, as faithful to Chriſt. 4thly, That t 
Union in our Caſc, is not propoſed, and pie 
upon Grounds, and accompanied with Motives, 
to perſwade to a Mourning over our-former M 
carriages, even in our miſerable (though mag 
fied ) Unions; So, to provoking one another ii 
Wreſtling-work, and a contending valiantly to, 
cover the Ground, we have fo baſcly loſt; 
Withal, Sir, I wonder at your Mentioning 
Hens being helped to ſuffer againſt Prelacy, witho 
' Mentioning of Eraftianiſm ; Sine: you knew, 
would obſerve This: And how comes it to be x 
mitted by you, as a Conceſſion? Since you kn 
well, that on the Difloyalty of the Indulged t 
Chriſt, is founded all the Debates betwixt uy 


Next, Sir, If I might without Offence adviſe yu 
Eis my Judgement, that great Suffering f tC 
withſtanding Prelacy, ſhould be well cautioned | 
Eſpecially while, 1}, It is manifeſt, the Ruin of i Ne. 
Presbyterian Cauſe is under our H ind, and uk! 
may look upon all, that hath befallen us, as a rig le 
teous Stroke, for our not withſtanding with maele 
Zeal, Valour and Confidence, this Overturner Cot] 
His Work, and his ſetting up of theſe Miſers, u 
Biſhops, as Court-miniſters. But, 2dly, As I am H ©© 
from derogating from, or thinking Rttle of 
Sufferings of many eractous Miniſters and Profeſlonf's » 
$9, I cannot but Obſerve ir, That Union is priffuect 
eipally pleaded for with them, who have not be! ot 
the greateſt Sufferers. Nay, tis butgtoo notouſſic : 
that not a few of them have not been wanting le 


ſmother, darken, and undervalue tlie Sufferings ( 
theſe, whom He eminently owned, ſupported a 
Ef | | | 1oNour 


conſidered. 49 
onoured, as true Martyrs for the Cauſe of the 
hurch of Scotland. And Laitly, I mull tell you, 
at the Sufferings, that nor a few of the 'moſt 
rious, ſtraight and ſingle Owners of the Cauſe 
re met with, and do fill meet with, from 


wy T7 
Nee, have been leſs portable, yea, more-unſupport- 
Age chan all they could have met with from the 


er ed Enemy. 3 | 

Your 5th, runs thus, That there may be Die- 
nces (ſay you) in 4 purely reformed Church, in 
ne er, of Truth, conſiſtent with mutual Edification; 
4 without any Diviſion or Breach among t ſuch ; 


(that ſuch will be fill here, whilſt we know but in 


rt, 2 | | 
An rer 1ſt, That theſe will be, and muſt be born 
ed ch, while we ſee but in Part, and know but in 
<< Mr, I will eaſily grant. But 2d, I ean not but 
e jule {pecial Notice of yaur Expreſſion, in the pre- 
ne r Cale, of 4 purely reformed Church: What, Sir? 
ſonelfen upon the Suppoſition, we were delivered from 
of (MWpbicable: Prelacy, Durſt you ſay it? Durſt you 
d wk it ? That our Church were purely Reformed, 
falle Entry into the Miniſtry, did fo elearly run 
much the Channel of the eurſed Supremacy, as 
doth in the Caſe of the Indulged ? And would 
judge, that they were Church-dividers, and Enc- 
sto Goſpel- union, Who would ſtand aloof from, 
witneſs againſt all Complianee with theſe Com- 

eu with the Uſurper, in his Uſurpation over the 
's prifffjurch ? Sir, I tell you, the judicious Reader 
ot bel obſerve this, as a great Lapic at leaſt, if not 
otouſile : And it will alſo be obſerved, when the 
ting ile of your Conceſſion is conſidered, that you 
ines not eſcape at that ordinary Poſtern, as if your 
ed anſurent were 4 majore, ad minus; for your Pat- 
ol ; tH {xg* 
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{age at this Port is cut off by your own Han 
and there is no Place left for that Evaſion ; as j 
obvious to every One, who conſiders your Cone 
ſion. But 3dh, I tell you, I agree alſo with yo, 
Fifth, provided by what follows, you do not thr; 
its Face in its Neck, to ſuch a plain Pleading (ei 
Peace and Union, as the Cauſe, under this Colo 
and Cover, be thereby loſt ; and that this Conceſſi 
be not ſtretched unto a Diflocation ; fo, as under 
plauſible Pretence, ſueh an Oneneſs and Intim 
ſhould be contract 


2S in them and us both, are like to be purſued , 
| ſud 


| conſidered, 51 
aden and fore Deſtruction. Ah! Who ſhall 
ae, when the Lord doth the Things which are 
5 elaged, and procured by theſe Courſes! Sir, con- 
Veer it in Time, fee it, and ſorrow over it, before it 
voi coo late. | 

Your 6th runs thus, This Conceſſion, ( ſay you ) 
hope, may not come under Queſtion, that it is 4 Part of 
y Guilt this Day, our not being more ſuitably 
fed with both the Sin and Judgment of this pres 
Rent and Diviſion, as we og ht; when our Maſter 
þ ſo expreſly told, that a Kingdom divided againſt 
ſelf cannot Rand, and no leſs thus threatned than 
utter Diſſolution of ſuch a Church. 

inſwer. /, Sir, I am fo far agreed with you in this, 
lam content to give it you under my Hand(and 
m ſure not only they, whom you have named 
your Letter, but many, who are branded, as 


1, Wriders, as ip other Things, ſo in this, are be- 


d me) That I look upon it, as my Guilt, for 
ich I deſire to ly in the Duſt before Him, that 
n rot more ſuitably affected with the Sin and 
ge, Wilt of this preſent Diviſion, O! to be affected 
Wie Trembling of my Bowels, and the Pouring out of 

= Liver upon the Earth, at the Sight of Brethrens 
Mi and devouring one another. Count it Mu- 
I who will, I deſire to have it for the Matter of 


h, be found amongſt ſo many Miniſters and Pro- 
8, ers, and theſe Rendings otherwiie, than as the 
nanc'Wrerunners of our Ruin: And that in us it ſhall 
PeriWexemplified, when he hath in his Anger divided 
ler 0 He will no more regard us. But withal, 2dh, 
12, Wudge, Sir, that you may not miſtake me, There 
le chez ſome Diviſions, whereof Chriſt owns himſelf 
ch Abe the Author, Lake xii. 49. J am come to ſend 
ed M I to 3 i - ay 


Mourning ; for I cannot look upon this Rage, 
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Fire upon the Earth ( ſaith He) and Verſe it 
[bby ye that I am come to give Peace on Earth! Nai 
tell you, nay ; but rather Diviſion. And for {uchWeſl 
Diviſion, we ought to be ſo far from refoundif hi 
the Ruin of the whole Church upon it; as we aWiſ 
to bleſs the Lord for it, in the decljning of Mice 
Church: And conclude, if that Church Hei 
any Token for Good, this is it, That there are inWnc 
a Few, who dare not, under the Pretext of Uni er 
with their Brethren, go alongſt with ſuch Courlghen 
as either are in themſelves deep and deſperate Men 
fection; or, ſmell of deteſtable Neutrality, oor 
direct enocuraging to perſiſt and proceed in i hic 
Courles : But are much bold, in their God, t! 
feeble and few in Number, to oppoſe themlzlnſnd 
to, the utmoſt, againſt theſe Courſes ; however, Not 
cauſe of that, they be held forth, and hated, ire 
Men of Contention, whe caſt Fire into the Sanctuffink 
and burn up all the Synagogues of God, in the Lage, 
And I ſuppoſe, Sir, you look upon your ſelh 34! 
no Church-divider, or Enemy to Golpel-paF!l ye 
and Union, in that you did not comply Ming 
Prelacy ; but did Divide from thoſe 3 and this; 
were no Unpeaceableneſs of Spirit to bleſs en t. 
Lord on your Bebalf, who gave it you, in tte ] 
Hour, to divide from the Men cf that Defectiand 
But further, Sir, whatever your Opinion may rer 
as I judge it a Mercy, there was a diſſenting eke! 
ty, from the publick Reſolutions of our Church (Heid, 
ever they paſſed with their Brethren under F of 
Name of Churct-renders, Dividers, and Chu un; 
ruiners; yea, What not ?) Sol judge it a May, to 
that to this Day, there hath not been wantife Ca 
tome, both to witneſs againſt the pitiful Dill 62 

5 Wand 9 14, 


1 


| conſidered, 5 
ty of the Indulged, and their Courſe; and a- 
ainſt thoſe alſo, who, inſtead of faithful Wit- 
ſing againſt them, for the Wrongs done to Cbriſt 
however they may chirt through their Teeth ſome 
ifſatisfaRtion with the Indulgence,) do yet really 
ncourage them, in their Way, and ſtrengthen 
heir Hands; while under this Countenance and 
pcouragement they lay about them, and laſh O- 
ers; loading them (who dare not, but charge 
em with Diſloyalty to Chriſt, and carry toward 
em as ſuch) with what Reproaches they pleaſe : 
lor is ĩt the Od iouſneſs of the Name of a Divider, 
hich will make me deſire to be divided from ſuch, 
their Oppoſings, Contradictings and With- 
Wandings of the Men of theſe Practices: Nay, let my 
ot be with the Men of that Integrity, tho* buried 
live, under a Load'of Reproaches, and made to 
ink above Ground, while in a Conjunction with 
| Lain, 
(elf, 34), Sir, I dare not here {mother it, but muſt 
e- you, That as 1 deſire to be humbled, for my not 
y ing ſuitably affected with our Rents and Diviſi- 
thus; but particularly becauſe of that which hath 
leſs Nen the Mother of This, and many other Miſchiefs, 
in Mebe 1:dulgence I mean ;) So 1 fee as good Cauſe, 
efectifland I hope, that many.ſuch Papers, as yours, ſhall 
er blind my __ darken me in the Caſe, or 
ie me judge otherwiſe : ) to lament, before the 
id, that I cannot be more aflected with the Pro- 
3 of our Peace, theie Methods of Healing, and 
tunhallowed Unions, as they have been carried 
to this Day; in the Skirts whercof the Blood of 
Cauſe will be found : And alas! That this 
to be found there, and my Tears ſo much 
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In your Seventh you ſay, That there is now Neel 
of more cloſs Correſpondence, and perſonal Freed 
with greateſt Tenderneſs, to be managed in this preſen 
Difference with other; ſince they may thus tear One an 
ther at a Diſtance, before they under ſtand them, and thu 
Prejudice, thus entertained with Perſonal Reflectiom d 
and alienating of Affection, muſt neceſſarily tend on A | 
very Hand to widen the Breach, | „ 

An ſner. I/, Sir, I grant you the whole of this 
thus far, that when Contendings for the Interelt 
Chriſt, and thateyen with Brethren, become fo i 
diſpenſibly neceſſary, as they are the very Telt of oui. 
—_— and Fidelity to Him, who made us his A 
batladors, and ſet us for the Defence of the Goſpel 
as againſt open and ſtared Adverſaries; ſo againſti 
the Flinchings of Friends, and the Trucklings a 
Connivings of whomſoever, to the Prejudice of ti 
Caule ; that this contending, in its greateſt Er 
neſtneis, ſhould” be accompanied with, and flow frogfit D 
ſuch a Meekneſs of Spirit, as may Witneſs, tal 
the Flame, which cometh out of the Mouth, is fred x 


the Fire of Zeal to jeſus Chriſt, and his Inter povec 


burning in the Soul of the Contender; And that -n 
Things, which may darken the ſhining Purity, Medic 
beautiful Brightneſs of this Flame; or, by ini indi 
mixing there with, may make it degenerate into ci 2 
Watching: And we ought to be very careful Fall it 
the Caſe of Contending, ſo to carry, as Perſons , 
ignorant of his Devices, who, if he cannot quei. 
our Fire, and cool us into a Lukewarmneſs, Mind 
next eſſay ſo to make jt ſmoke, as the CH Way 
for which we contend, is often prejudged by ur F 
Miſcarriage in the Manner. O! for that M Mer 
dom, which is from above, that is profitable A. 
a " Gl 4 ti 
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ect! But, 2dly, Let me alſo tell you, Men ought 
beware, to put falſe Names upon Things, and 
call that, WIL D- EIR E and FURY, which 
Lord will own, as a Fervour and Zeal for Him 
d his Intereſt, true for its Kind, and kindleq 
himſelf: Leſt this be found falſe Witneſs-bear- 
z, and a Qnenching of that Fire, which He hath 
dled, and by the Breathings of his Spirit blows 
oa Flame. 3ah, Men would take heed alſo 
elt they be found falſe Witneſſes) how they call 
| ithful, and indiſpenſibly neceſſary Freedom, a- 
nſt the Way of ſuch Perſons, Perſonal Reflections: 
per if this be, ſince all Courles of Defection are 
ni red on by Perſons, then this ſhould make it ſim- 
5 anſ9 unlawtul, to ſpeak againſt the Wiekedneſs of any, 
of tffrorſe Defection ) and bring it eloſs Home to the 
or of Mens Conſciences, by telling the Men of 
fra Defection conjunctly, Von are the Men, and ſe- 
;, thiFally, bo art the Man; Becauſe this will be 
is froffÞicd perſonal Reflection. What, Sir, I pray you, 
intent oved this faithful Freedom to be branded, an 
tharÞ\v-marked ? Behoved it to be ſtigmatized with 
ty, Medious Character of Perſonal Reflection? If all 
, jnt indulged Men in Scotland were to be ſpoken to 
ntocllF* to Face; or, when tis neceflary to ſpeak of 
with Þ Way ( tho' they themſelves be not preſent ) 
reful, all it Defection, and themſelves ſuch as Rand 
ons N., before God and Man, of high Diſloyalty to 
c quei. Yea, and moreover, if the Way of man 
{, W-indulged be ſpoken of, and againſt, who, by 
Way they have taken, and do ſtill take, ( where- 
ur Paper is too pregnant a Proof) do give 
t Men Confidence in their Courſe, muſt this be 
table d a perſonal Reflection? Sir, this will be a- 
duftet the Reſt of your difficult Wang to 
con- 


with, that it is a Striving and devouring one and 


tis truly a ſad Sight, to ſee Brethren devour on: 


ing them: You muſt bear with me, to tell yi 


(Which, as the ſpecial Favour and Goodneſs of 
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convince any Man of Reaſon of: And as for ot 
perſonal RefleRions, as I deſire to condemn them, 
much as you; fo I have more Cauſe to complain 
them, than you haye, | 
In your Eighth you fay, That this deplerable At 
now among it the Godly, hath that ſad Gravamenatſio 


in the Furnace, whilſt ſo ſore preſſed other wi ſe under dl 
Croſs ; yea, in the publick View of all our Adverſaffi 
who fo eagerly thus watch for our Halting. 12 
An ſner 1. Sir, 1 grant the Whole thus far, Tie} 
wh 
nother ; and ſuch, as might make à truly tende 
Soul dig a Grave wich his Eyes, while he fees EIn 
thren ſriving together in the Fire; And, in the m o 
Time, Adverſaries are ſinging at the Sight, and fade 
ing, Ah! ſo would we have it; certainly this is Meet 
Day we looked for; we bade found, we have ſeen Mati 
Bur, Sir, having ſpoken my Mind, and fo muff in 
as 1 judge at preſent heceflary, concerning Churgfit, « 
rending Diviſions, with all he Gravamens atteſir By 
{1 
There are more deplorable Sights to be ſeen this Deer: 
among us; As, nft 
Fir, That beautiful Fabrick of ReformatiYili-y 
un 
to the poor Church of Scotland, beyond any Chu — 
in the Earth; fo it was the Purchaſe (if I roy 
fay ſo) not of unhalloned Unitings with fair Pre 
ders, but of the faithful Witneſſings, the valihy, 
Wreftlings, the Prayers, Faltings, the Blood, 4Uſur 
the Treaſure of eur worthy Anceſtors) overturimſe 
and, by wicked and violent Hands, razed t0 Me 


Foundation, Ha 


adh, lay 
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off 240, That there ate ſo few Men found, df tllat 
m. e and Soul, of that Ambaſſador- becoming Carri- 
in: and Fortitude, as to contend, with an Openneſs: 
Ii Eariiefttieſs; becoming the Aferir of tbe Canfe, 
dat great 1 — in — 
abend Conce terogative- royal of the Glo- 
1noth ies and Exalted Saviour. Ly N 
ler Nah, That there are ſo few found, to contend 
e their Brethren, fot not Contending with the 
ping Enemy, in the Day, when we ſaw him 
„I His Houſe in Poſſeſſion. 
one, This is 4 more fad Sight, To ſee how the 
tend hee of that Indignation is blunted upon ſuch, who 
es B mention this, as an hainous Guilt, to be mour- | 
e over; Which ſhould be directed againſt the 
nd der of our Maſter's Throne; and the Methods 
; is Nreby he ſeeks to eftabliſh himſelf in this his U- 
ſeen Nation: For it can be made out, that Faithful- 
muß in this, hath expoſed the few, who have eſſay- 
ChurWt, more to the Rage, Cenſure, and Severities of 
atteiſir Brethren; than ever the Men of theſe Severities 
ell qe ſhewed, to this Day, of Zeal for that great 
dis D eern of their wronged Maſter his Intereſt; Or; 
Wilt the Men, who, by their Acceptance of this 
rmat\Filt-wronging, Churchsruining and Remnant 
; of ing Indulgence, have done ſo much to ſettle the 
Chuſhrper upon the Throne, and in the Exerciſe of 
f . "F r0yal Government of him, who is King in 
r Ele . | 
e valcheh, It is a ſadder Sight, to fee; how that after 
od, Vſurper, by our Baſeneſs, hath been ſuffered to 
rturnMinſel® down upon our Maſter's Throne, the 
d to Men, who ought to have taken their Lives iu 
Hand, and to have witneſſed boldly againſt 
warious Attempt, as an Heaven-daring Uſur- 
ls "A pation, 


J, 
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pation, do yet come, bow don before him, and high 
Presbytery, the Council I mean, who gave them i 
peteſtatiue Miſſion, N b 
6 hy, Tis a more ſad Sight, to ſee, how, inſtea 
of all the valiant Wreſtlings, and Heroick Contend 
ings of our worthy Forefathers (of truly bleſſed 
mory) of old, Inſtead of the many Noble Teſtim 
nies ot lite, ſealed, as by Baniſhment, ,Impriſa 
ment, Bonds, of ſo many, Cc. So, by the precic 
Blood of theſe Martyrs, ſlain for the Tettumony 
Feſus ; I ſay, to ee, inſtead thereof, thoſe tern 
and tremendous Things, as the native and nec 
Effects of the Courſes, which have been taken, a 
are followed to this Day. Firſ, By our contn 
Way, this ſtated Enemy to Chriſt his Intereſt a 
People is hardned ; while, in the Height and H 
of their Oppoſition to the Anointed of God, hating} 
Hell-ward, Alas! have we forgotten at wii 
Hand their Blood will be required? Ah! may e! 
not ſay now, when Men of ſuch a Spirit arc Mh: 
upon the Stage, Where is the Lord God of EH. l 
Where are the Men, who made our Church tern; 
a an Army with Banners, to the ſtout-hearted, Mund 
| Hated Enemy? 2dly, Hereby alſo are the ungalÞ** t 
Gallio's of the Generation made to think, that A furi 
gion is a mere Pretence, or ſplendid Notion, y. "ot 
in there can be no Reality: In which Coneeit i. 
are confirmed, when they ſee, how theſe very N 
who talked at ſo high a Rate, for the Caulc 
Covenant, eſpecially for the Royal Prerogative K 
our Lord jeſus Chriſt, as if they would have he 
ambitious to have been ſacrificed upon that Int: 
and as it they had looked upon the Honour 
Happineſs of ſuch a Death, as preferable to the 
and Diadems of all the Kings of the Earth ; ow i 
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ſo baſely, ſo unbecomingly to ſuch a Profeſſion 
id Perſwaſion; as makes them, without a Perad- 
ture, conclude, That, if they had believed the one 


't Throne had firſt pierced through their Heart, and 


te. 3dly, By the Obſervation of the Courſe an 

uriage of many, called Nonconformiſts, the Cu- 
es are made to inſult, and bleſs themſelves in 
ir Courſe; yea, boaſt, that their Holding is better 
n the Holding of the Indulged, 4thly, Hence is it 
o, that many Profeſſors, by the Countenance they 
e from not a few great Men, are incenſed into a 


urſe of Defection; and into a ſtrange Fierceneſs 
„int their more upright-hearted Brethren, who 
ae not, for Fear of the Almighty, go forward 
are Uh them, or forbear to witneſs againſt their Way, 
Eli leaving theſe, and many ſuch Things, I re- 
tern 5 
d, 1 
ung 
hat N 
1, Wit 


nd, in the 7th Place, I ſay, It is a more ſad Sight, 
fre the truly Tender fo ſtumbled by our Way, and 
furious Drivers-on of the Courſe of our Defecti- 
not caring for the Offending of His little Ones, 
| Ic had been good for many a Man (who yet 


— Ver his Soul for a Prey, and be ſeved ſo, 4s by 
ue ) that a Milſtone had been hanged about his 
oatint i 55 a Year ago, and he caſt into the Midſt 


nave 
t Inte 
JNOUT 
the 
nov 


a, N 
nd Laft, Sir, (for I hint but at a few of the ma- 
ad Things, which can eſcape no ſerious Man's 
rvation) It is, to me, a more fad Sight, to ſee 


ve, and yet ſo — as to all theſe T NN : 
| | 2 ay; 


uf of n bat they had ſaid, this Uſurper of their Ma- 


ed his Paſſage over their dead and martyred Bodies, - 
he bad ſet himſelf down in the Mediator / Chair of 


ous Forward neſs, for cartying on the preſent - 


per, mentioning the Sadneſs: of our Strivings in 
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Nay, having ſo native and direct a Tendeney 

{mother them, into an Oblivion, in Order to o 

bein = aw and cemented into a Sameneſs among 
elves, 

Your Ninth is, That there is 4 great Hazard 
Credulity, and eaſily emertaining Repert to the Pr 
dice of others, in « Time, when too many ſeem de ſi 
edly to trade in the Dark this Way, as if it were 10 
mote a Party, rather than to ſeek the Truth, and 
low an Intereſt on the Ruin and Fall of the Rept 
Others, who have had a meſt ſweet Savonr in the Chun 
of Chriſt, and been much bleſſed for the Edification 
many : This, we may fear, is oue oma. En 
of this Time, and as 4 Smoke in bis Noſtrils, who| 
ſaid, Such as ſow Diſcord amongſt Brethren, 4 
an Abomination unto him, Prov. vi. 19. Aud lu 
curſed ſuch as ſmiteth his Neighbour ſecretly, N 
XXV11. 14. Which may be no leſs ſad and fare by] 
ting by the Tongue, than by the Snord, | 

Anſaer, 1. bir, I might paſs this wholly, 1 
out making any Obſerva tion upon it, were it 
for its ſquint Look, and the Obligation I am ung 
on this Occaſion, to give a Check to an impuſſrung 
Calumny, and Slander, which (among other In 
which have been uſed, to tread Truth and us uory, | 
Foot) hath been practiſed by not a few of that {cqued 
ty, whom you patronize : And when I haye ual! tel 
you this General, your next Care is to prepame to 
Salve, for healing the Heads of your beloved Cinpul Stu 
whom you have wounded, beſide your Deſ1gn,"Wure : ) 
you intended to cleave others to the Teeth, Si, this, 
no News, to tell you, (nor dare you call this ous Li 
information) how it hath been garried from Fe Crec 
to Hand, to the End no Weight might be lag paſ 
any Thing, worthy Mr, Bronn aud poor | diipufdent 
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jd, or wrote, That we were poor, credulous Simple- 
11 believing every Thing any Body wrote to us; where- 
ve declined, in order to the taking of our Meaſures, 
Correſpondence with great, gracious and grave Men. 
„This is ſo netour, and was made to pals, for 
> unqueſtionable a Truth, through the Nation, as 
gave ſome of the Chief of theſe, for whom you 
lead, and their great Diſciples and Confidents, the 
onfidence to Write 1t hither to ſome of our Friends 
re, on Purpoſeto make us as odious unto, and have 
little Weight with our rcal Friends in this Place, 
this Artifice, as we had with our pretended 
ends at Home: And I could tell you alto the 
ame of a grave Minifier (who would take it very 
W. to haye it ſaid of him, that he were 4 credulous 
ſon, O not be! and ſo imple, 4 to believe every 
bd) who challenged a Perion before ſeveral Wit» 
s, in the General, with a frighting Parade of 
'ords, as if he had been to lay Adultery, Murder, 
Witchcraft ro the Perſon's Charge,which he could 
pre made out; and when long urged, and earneſtly 
esd to declare what it was, this at length was 
rung out, as the hainous Accuſation, That the 
rſou had mi ſinformed us. But here I break oft that 
 uwiory, without further inſiſting on it, Jeſt I feem 
qued, and put on upon a perſonal Account : And 


me to a Reference with you (for ſuch Kind of pi- 
ul Stuft is more fit for a Reference, than a Di- 
n,niure : ) if you dare hold me at my Offer, which 
this, If | make not out mo Mitreports, mon- 
ous Lies, and malicious Calumnies, masked under 
ige Credit of good Men, as Reporters, that they 
a paſs current for unqueſtionable Truths, and 
deut y ſpread, gf a poor hated Handiul ; par- 


ticularly, 


l tell you, in the 1ſt Place, That I am willing to 


—— — — 
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ticularly of famous and faithfull Mr Brown, ani it 
me, than your ſelf, and all the Party you can makncc 
in Scotland, or out of it, can make out, of Miſn {a 
ports made unto us, and believed by us, by and 
Perſon you can name of theſe you call our Informenſſſþ tl 
Then let our poor Credit and Name which you f 
Party would have ſacrificed to the Intereſt of ti Iran 
Indulgence ; (for to this, under the Religion) 
Names of Union and Healing, tho' profaned, whale, 
thus uſed, muſt all;be ſacrificed and ſurtenderedWut, 
yea our Maſter's Crown, that alone valuable Iiulitz 
tereſt, not excepted) be trode upon, and let us Mich 
tumbled in the Duſt, that our Oppoſites may tr}tha 
umph. But 2dly. 1 do, by this appeal you, and py ofte 
your Conſcience to it, to give me one Inttance, if) 
can, for all this Clatter and Clamour of now Glo 
fied Mr, Brown, and my ſelf, our being ſuch credul 
Perſons, as to have been, upon falſe Surmiſes, 5 
cipitate unto the Writing, or Printing of a 
Thing, which could have given Ground for ti 
Clamour and Calumny, 1 fay, Sir, give this 
you can, or elſe I might juſtly ſeek a more ſuntah 
Reparation, than Silence, as to this for the Futu 
But, 3dly. It may be that ſomewhat, which of 1: 
fell our, whereby many of your Party have ben yi 
cenſed at me, as a furious Fool, inflamed to a Heiglec juſt 
and Heat of Indignation, againſt, I know. not wits an 
and for, I know net whom, by the Report of PerſoſÞclent 
eltcemed ſuch, (how much ſoever I conſulted, ation 
concerned my {elf in their Repute ) who deſafftbers, 
neither Credit, nor Comfort in the World (Fave e 
the Stories, which came to me, or were ſent a to e 
them, busked up, with a Bravery of Pretences, We 
ſuch, for Kind and Quality, that I was forced 3 
ay of them then, and that to themſelves, in of ereaner 


ate, C 
leale 
ere, 1 
lan- 


Real 


conſidered, * 63 
ce of the Reporter, that if the Things laid to 
an eir Charge were true, inſtead of Countenance, and 
akMncouragement, they deſerved all to be hanged :)* 
in lay, it may be, ſomething of this is hinted at; 
and 1 am the more apt to think fo, that your ſelf, 
en} the General, would, have impreſſed me with 
olle lame, or the like Things, in Juſtification of a 
t nange and ſtumbling Carriage, obſerved in you by 
ioufſſhany, (elle I had not mentioned it here) towards 
cle, who, 1 hope, ſhall be found Sufferers for Chriſt, 
at, Sir, if that be it, the Grounds of my Cre- 


| 
. . 


that Perſwaſion, which prompted you to aCarriage, 
offenſive to ſome,and prejudietal to your ſelf, But, 
ot to inſiſt in giving here, an Account of the Courſe 
Which was taken, in my meddling in that Matter, 
d managing it (Which was fo fair, as not only 
who reported theſe Things of them, Cam, de- 
axed himſelf ſatisfied ; as ſome worthy Perſons, 
whom he pitched, as indifferent, being interro- 
ate, did likewiſe:) you mult hear it, whether it 
iraWeale you, or not; That there were ſome preſent 
ere, more worthy of Credit, than any I know in 
land, or out of Scotland, I except not your felt ; And 
WyReaſon is, Fir5F,That both he was preſent, and had 
We juſt Preference at that Time, for Integrity, Straight- 
ls and Zeal, to any you can name, who were 
reſent : And as to the Reſt, your and their Infor- 
ation depended, at beſt, upon the Information of 
hers, who were preſent: And fo, I hope, when 
lave explained my ſelf thus, you will have the 
$ to except againſt my preferring of him, to all 
of 


* He ſpeaks of them defcat at Botbwwe!, as in his Lette: 
ereanent, 


lity are ſtrong, to found a rational and Hiſtorical . 
ich, beyond any Thing you can plead,or pretend to, 
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of you, in the Caſe, But laſtly, Sir, may I not, wille: 
out Offence, put you in Mind of what I did, Mick 
ſaid, your ſelf being preſent ; when I looked ups 
my telf, as ready to be removed? You remembiShere 
! Aeliveted befote you all, after the Hiſtory of our D 
fettion, another great Bundle of Papers to my Wit 
telling all, who were preſent, in your Hearing, Thi 
whereas we had been reproachcd for credulous Fool 
who had ſuffered our ſelves to be abuſed into ti 
| Belief of Falſhoods, by the Reports of every Perſaif 
There were in that Bundle Anſwers to the Perton 
of my Correſpondence, for theſe two Years laſt p; 
which 1 deſired might, with the foregoing Hilton 
beſides other Things, be publiſhed, as a Part of n 
poor Teſtimony againſf- our late Ways, and theVWri 
done to Chrift ; and ſo at length, that Reproach, u 
der which we had lived and languiſhed, would! 
rolled away, after my Death, little to the Advantgi 
of tome Confidents: For, by theſe it will be foun 
that the chief Perſons of my Correſpondence 
not inferior to any in the Nation, for Credit a 
Repute. And, Sir, I itiuſt tell you, having he 
then what I ſaid, and knowing what your ſelf a 
others have ſaid, to make all we ſaid, and did, 
eſſaying to withſtand the Defection ofthe Time, x 
witneſs againſt it, eyaniſh into Smoke; You mig 
either have ſpared your Ninth, or have ſet it dovfÞa h 
with a better Guard. And really, Sir, I wonder ye 
conſulred your own Credit fo little, C as, after yo 
knew what I had to ſay for my ſelf againſt that il 
quous Calumny, yet) fo confidently to inculen 
and ſuggeſt, de novo, the ſatne Thing, But, I pt 


m, 
eak 
rd 
| uy | 

This Hiſtory of the Defection, and Bundle of other NIL. 
pets, being Part of the Author's Teſtimony, all ſuppreſſes 
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Widive this muſt be born, the Time is ſhort; it will 
wluickly be known, who hath ſpoke Truth, who 
alihood ; for the Lying Tongue is but for a Homent; 
hereas the Lip of I ruth ſhalt be eſtabliſhed for ever, | 
he Poſterity will judge, whether you, or we, have 
n miſinformed, or Miſinforiners. Bur, what- | 
r be of that, our wronged and wounded Lord, 
Will decide, and paſs Sentence; and for his Deei- [| 
Won we wait, while we are buffeted, our Faces filled 
th Shame. and ſpitted upon. | 
In your Tenth you ſay, I hope, this alſo will be | 
tually granted, T hat a ſafe managing of Differen- | 
Wand Rents amongſt the Gedly, in jo breaking a Time 
this, is one of the greateſt Difficulties of Chriſtianity 5 
bird it is to get our own Spirits kepz out, to reach 
at tender and due Regard to preſent Circumſtances for 
iet Edifitation ; yea, to be kept in an humble and 
Wirial Frame in ſuch a Caſe, and to have the Life of 
re kept in vigorous Exerciſe, ſo 4s thus to have 
ride, Wrath and Bitterneſs of Spiric made to melt 
it gen in eekneſs, Humility and Love. 
An ſner. I,, I grant this alſo, Sir, in its Native 
d true Import: For, if that NVon- ſuch amongſt 
ere Men, the meek and zealous Mo ſes, might have 
Spirit o provoked, as to ſpeak unadviſedly with 
lips; who ought not ? Who ſhould not, out 
a holy Fear and Dread of unhallowed Heats, and 
aking Uſe of ſtrange Fire, even upon the Altar, 
r 50 fit down (when he finds his Heart hot Within | 
m, and finds that a Neceflity is laid upon him to 
ak : ) and ſeek with all ſeeking, and beg of the || 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Mord with the great eſt of ſerious Importunity, cr 
beein, cven to plead for Truth, that a Watch 
ay be ter before his Mouth, and that the Door of 
Ups may be kept; fo. as, While his Heart oz 

* 1 One 


ow 


ct - 
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out of his Moutli, he fin not with his Tongue? Oh 
Sir, he is a rare Perſon, who can come, 1n a Spin 
tuality of Frame, and Compoſure of Spirit, . 
worſtup, after he hath been engaged in the Hey 
and Hurry of Debate: And this, puts me in Mind q 

a Saying, of that great Man of God ( whoſe Lot it w; 
to hve, yea, and when dying, under the ſhining d 
his Maſter's Pace, to expire in theſe Embraces, tindy 
a conſtant contending, even with gracious Men, 
whom he was preſſed, and purſued to the very Gate 
of Heaven:) Mr. Rutherford, famous for his Faith 
fulneſs, Zeal, and familiar Communion with Gol 
and that in a Degree, that as he had few, if. an 
' Equals, while living, ſo 1 know none, who will 
have the Confidence to name his Equal (even | 
ing aſide his Learning) amongſt us, either for pu 
Zeal, Faithfulneſs ro Chriſt as King, or a Degreet 
Communion with God, not known, alas ! among 
us: This, I fay, puts me in Mind of one of h 
Golden Sentcnces, amongſt many, © That it m: 
* a rare Thing, te gain an Ounce of Truth 
« Diſpute, and for the gaining Diſputant not t 
& loſe aPound of Goodneſs. * And Sir, you ſhhr Pa 
not need to èxtort a confeſſion from me by Scounfſflin 1 
ing, for I will frankly Confeſs unto you, the Dil it 
culty I find in the Thing, hath often made me 
ſolve upon Silence: Neither ſhould you at ti 
Time, have ſeen a Paper of this Nature from m 
Cah! when will our pluffing with Pen- guns, be 
and End? And the Pourings out of our Hen 
before the Lord, for our Defection, begin!) If Ih 
not, with others, been aggreſſed by you. But wht 
I had yours ſent to me, and conſidered its Scott is a 
Purpoſe and Tendeney, I then judged, tho' it ſhouWded 1 

be my laſt Work, (neither know I whether * ba, nor 
: rote! 


nativ 
nſum 
1 my 
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wueht me back from the Gates of Death, for this 
ce of heavy, unpleaſant, and Heart-breaking Ser- 
my ſelf obliged, and indiſpenſibly called,to give 

ſelf, and the World, a plain Account of my 
xr ſhallow Thoughts of what you have ſaid; and 


"hat, in our Day and Circumſtances, ſeems to 
gc be the dangerous Tendency of your propoſed, 
10 preſſed Method, for Peace, Union and Healing, 


, But, 249), Sir, Whereas I approve your men- 
ing of that great Sabjective Difficulty, relating to 
Frame of whoſoever meddles in theſe Matters; 
| | firange, you take ſo little Notice of that Ob- 
ame Difficulty, which-1s in the Caſe; For, if 
W had conſidered this well, you would have had 
ch more to ſay, than all you have ſaid; before 
had fo publikly adventured to have ſaid any 
ng upon fo difficult a Subject; at leaſt, at that 
one of Confidence: For which, as I profeſs, I 
e {cen no Ground, in any Thing I have met with, 
our Paper; nor have heard of, from what you 
e had in Publickx: So; herein I am not alone; 
ot i Perſons of more Judgment, who have both ſeen 

Paper, and been Auditors of what you delive- 
ou in Publick, are of the ſame Sentjments with me. 
it may be, your ſelf, upon, ſecond Thoughts, 
2 from neither of us; Whereof we thall 
t glad. | 

Wy, Sir, Tho' I have profeſſed, and do Profeſs, 
the Conceſſion (for ſo far as it goes) taken in 
 HeaFnative and only neceſſary Import, is but the 


un my own Soul: Yet, when I conſider it, with 
Scot is aimed at, as your preſent Scope, and per- 
ſbouſded nnto by your Propoſals, I dare not be ſi- 


12 


Iſumpt of what I would fain have impreſſed 


lc la nor ſmother what 1 judge neceſſary to be ſaid, 
2 


— — 
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- But I muſt have Leave, ere Sentence be paſt u 
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in the Caſe : Well then, giving you all that ſho 
be given and granted, may I not ask you, 5 
Whether this Difficulty ſhould, and does turn E 
neſt contending for Truth into ſuch an Impoſſi 
ty, as gives Men a Sper ſedeas from this Wo 
becauſe of its Difficulty ? Sure, Sir, This e 
not be your Meaning; at leaſt, it ſhould n 
For, then it were in vain to eſſay any Duty, 
Religion; becauſe of the inſuperable D ifficuli 
performing it acceptably, without the actual z 
preſent Influence of the Grace of God, And ast 
is certainly True; ſo tis as certainly Falſe to ſay 
znſinuate, Thar the Grace,which helps a Man to 
will not alſo qualify him for neceſſary Contend 
for the Truth, ſo as he ought. 2. Do you 
intend, that becauſe it is one of he greateſt Diffin 
in Chriſtianity, for to manage Debates, in fo br 
ing and rending a Time; that. therefore, the a 
Way to carry Chriſtianly, in the Cafe, is to bee 
ried off from the Conteſt, and fall in with 
Scope, and the Deſign of your Paper and Propi 


me, and put in Execution, becauſe 1 differ from 
to give in my Exceptions againſt this. Bu 
Give me Leave to tell you, when J read theſe ihe 
excellent, and, in themſelves, ſavoury Expreſſe 
viz, Na, (ſay you) 10 be kept in an humble and || 
tual Frame, in ſuch « Ciſe, and to have the Life of O'ffullt n 
cept in vigorous Exerciſe ; ſo as thus to have Wii the 
Pride and Bitterneſs of Spirit made to melt down e Cui 
Aeekneſs, Humility and Love, I ſay, when It Ci 
theſe, 1 cannot deny but their very Sound was f 
Muſick in mine Ears: And it did increaſe my 
row, to think of the Neceſſity impoſed upon m 
Hying any Thing, by Way of Remark, ae 8 


$ 
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aneeſſion, wherein theſe Words were dropped. 
ut, when I conſidered them complexly with the 
ope and Tendency of your Faper, I was made to 
ink, and now I tell it you, That no Man 1s obli- 
| ro believe all is Gold that glifters ; for may I not, 
tout provoking you to Anger, put you in Mind, 


„ Gilbert Eurnet, to decoy us into a Compliance 
ty ich the Biſhops, and their Curates, talks at an 
ueber Rate of all theſe Things, rhan yer you have 


u may not think to bogle us, with beautiful and 
azing Words, into that Degree of Compliance with 
e Council-Curates, whereinto you your ſelf have 
dt been overcome, as to the Prelates-Curates, by 


amine when you will, and weigh the Matter im- 
tally, his Way of reaſoning, and improving 
thete Midſes and Terms (with ſome moe) here 
Wade Uſe of by you, are of as great Force every 


Way, to infer his Concluſion ;. as they are, when 
opolFade Uſe of by you, to inter yours, Bur, to pre- 
| unWot your being picqued, becauſe of what is ſaid, I 
mall add, As 1 hope never ro make a Compariſon 


twirt your {elf and him, ſo neither betwixt the 
en (abſtracting from their Cauſe) for whom you 
zealouſly plead, and his Crew of Curates ; Tho, 
lome other Reſpects, I am forced to ſay, that your 
uilt may be aggravated beyond his; and the Guile 
lig the Indulged beyond what can be charged upon 
ann e Curates. 4thly, Let me ask you, If, in our pre- 
n I Ft Cireumſtances, you judge all other Ways of 


as \ſÞnaging of theſe Differences, except what coincides 


Ich your Scope and Method, to be By,, incon- 
ent with the Life of Grace kept in vigorous Exer- 
© (And this you mult fay, or you ny nothing.) 
Then, 


mm 
upol 
7 


dne? And this I mention, for this End, That 


yThing the forecited Author hath faid : And yet, 


f 


* 
4 


68 Ar, Fleming's Conceſſions 
in the Caſe : Well then, giving you all that ſhowfiConct 
be given and granted, may I not ask you, Fſþut, 
Whether this Difficulty ſhould, and does turn Hp 
neſt contending for Truth into ſuch an Impoſſibilſdunk, 
ty, as gives Men a Swperſedeas from this Woalged tc 
becauſe of its Difticulty ? Sure, Sir, This ewicho 
not be your Meaning; at lealt, it ſhould ngfhow « 
For, then it were in vain to eſſay any Duty, I vith 
Religion; becauſe of the inſuperable DifficultyQhighe: 
performing it acceptably, without the actual Adone ? 
preſent Influence of the Grace of God, And as i eu n 
is certainly True;ſo tis as certainly Falſe to ſayghlazin 
inſinuate, That the Grace, which 4 a Man to pute C 
will not alſo qualify him for neceſſary Contend 
for the Truth, ſo as he ought. 2. Do you 
intend, that becauſe it js one of the greateſt Difficak 
in Chriſtianity, for to manage Debates, in fo bit 
ing and rending a Time; that. therefore, the d 
Way to carry Chriſtianly, in the Caſe, is to be auade 
ried off from the Conteſt, and fall in with yt 
Scope, and the Deſign of your Paper and Propoſiſaade | 
Bit I muſt have Leave, ere Sentence be paſt upſet y. 
me, and put in Execution, becauſe 1 differ from Wall ac 
to give in my Exceptions againſt this. Bur iX 
Give me Leave to tell you, when I read theſe fen (: 
excellent, and, in themſelves, ſavoury Expreſſo zeal 
viz, Na, (ſay you) 70 be kept in an humble and (Flom 
tual Frame, in ſuch & C:ſe, and to have the Life of Gvult n 
cept in vigorous Exerciſe ; ſo as thus to have Mut the 
Pride and Bitterneſs of Spirit made to melt down We Cu 
Ateekneſs, Humility and Love, I ſay, when I mat C 
theſe, 1 cannot deny but their very Sound was {Wfunagi 
Muſick in mine Ears: And it did increaſe my With y. 
row, to think of the Neceſſity impoſed upon miittent 1 


Tas 


faying any Thing, by Way of Remark, upolFi ? (. 


$ 

| conſidered, 69 
wlConcelſion, wherein theſe Words were dropped. 
FÞut, when I conſidered them complexly with the 
Spe and Tendency of your Faper, I was made to 
hunk, and now 1 cell it you, That no Man is obli- 
xd ro believe all is Gold that gliſters; for may I not, 
uichout provoking you to Anger, put you in Mind, 
low Gilbert Barnet, to decoy us into a Compliance 
wth the Biſhops, and their Curates, talks at an 
tigher Rate of all theſe: Things, than yet you have 


you may not think to bogle us, with beautiful and 


pute Council-Curates, whereinto you your ſelf have 
nduffoor been overcome, as to the Prelates-Curates, by 
m Thing the forecited Author hath faid : And yet, 
olaamine when you will, and weigh the Matter im- 
bra rtially, his Way of reaſoning, and improving 
e il theſe Midſes and Terms (with ſome moe ) here 
x aJuade Uſe of by you, are of as great Force every 
| 
00 


May, to infer his Concluſion ;. as they are, when 
made Uſe of by you, to infer yours, But, to pre- 
upgnent your being picqued, becauſe of what is ſaid, I 
n tall add, As 1 hope never ro make a Compariſon 


ut etwixt your felt and him, ſo neither betwixt the 


{(wiMen (abſtracting from their Cauſe) for whom you 
ſoo zealouſly plead, and his Crew of Curates; The, 
ia ſome other Reſpects, I am forced to ſay, that your 
"Grqpuilt may be aggravated beyond his; and the Guile 
M the Indulged beyond what can be charged upon 
pn le Curates. 4thly, Let me ask you, If, in our pre- 
] oat Cireumſtances, you judge all other Ways of 


; {\MFunaging of theſe Differences, except what coincides | 


1y With your Scope and Method, to be By-n«ys, incon- 
| mefitent with the Life of Graee kept in vigorous Exer- 
polite ? (And this you mult fay, or you ſay nothing.) 

2 NEE Then, 


done? And this 1 mention, for this End, That: 


ling Words, into that Degree of Compliance with 


50 Mr. Fleming's Conceſſions conſidered, 
Then, Sir, give me Leave thus far humbly to diſſen 
from you, as to tell you, That the vigorous Exe, 
eiſe of the Grace of God, acting ſuitably to the Exy 
gence of the Day, had carried you and me to ſomo Ou 
what elſe, than hath been yet found with us: FAT y 
then, inſtead of pleading for the Men of that Induly « B 
gence, we would not only have diſowned them, andjþ Ge 
that Deed, as Treachery and Leſe-Majeſty, again 
Chriſt the King; but we would have witneſſed (x 
ready to ſeal it with our Blood) againſt the Indulgal F/, 
himſelt, in this very Act of his Indulgence, as tu erati 
king thereby the Houſe of God in Poſſeſſion : Andtmptic 
it may be, we would have ſo far thirſted for un? 
Opportunity of dying upon a Scaffold, as to han fette 
1ven a full and faithful Teſtimony againſt the Won any 
— of the Uſurper: So, inſtead of a Noiſe qm 
vajn Words (and worſe) about a Healing Teſtinnm um y. 
(an Advice buzzed in the Ears of dying Men, u 

be mourned over by all the Givers, and of whom! — 
be who they will, I fear not to ſay, They food u Ont 
in His Coun 4 ; the Secret of God was not wiih then; — 
nor had they the Mind of Chriſt:) there would hne 
been a full and faithful Teſtimony given againſt th 
Guilt of theſe Accepters ; and aggravated to a ju - 
Height of Hainouſneſs, beyond the Guilt of , 
wicked Indulger, by many and obvious Argument: ud t 
Yea, by that one Argument, comprehenſive of mes * 
ny, whereby you ſeek to ſmooth and {mother all u. K. 
to a deep Silence, viz. The Goodneſs of the Men, wilfmong t 
embraced this Chriſt- exauctorating, and Uſurp fw 
eltabliſhing Indulgence. Gor bs 
'- Thus, Sir, having told you my Mind of yollumz 
Conceſſions, I, come to conlider your Propoſals ſu — 
Feace, Union, Healing, &c. * 


PRO 


\ 0 


PROPOSALELLE 


Our Firſt Propoſal 1s this, Should we not, (tay 
you) with greateſt Fear and Trembling, look - 
a Breach and Rent of the Church, and amongſt the 


þ Godly in this Day * ? 
ANSWER 


Firf, Sir, before I come to a more particular Con- 


ration of your Fir/# Propoſal, bear with the Pre- 
mption to ask you, Why do you ask us this Que- 
jon? What Candor, what Conlclenge is in this 

rrogatory ? Do we deny the Thing? And yet, 


nam Perſon read what is here written, and know 


om you pitch upon, as your Party, who difter 
m you, but he mult either abhor us, or pity you, 
as 


ah a 


— 


on theſe Grounds. 1. That it ſo expreſly controls the 
uthority of our Great Maſter, who hath enjoyned, Love 
d Concord amongſt his Diſciples, ſo as I can ſind no Duty 
the New Teftament with more frequent Obteſtations and 
zuments preſſed than this. And tho? it is unqueſtionable, 
ut ſome muſt be more culpable in the Cauſe of the Diffe- 
ce than others, yet doth he preſs thus with ſuch Vehe- 
eney, and without any ſuch Reſerve, to ſiſt, until there 
ld be an intire Oneneſs, in Judgement amongſt them- 
rs, elſe there were no ſuch Difficulty, or Need of it to be 
w preſſed, 2. That it was his dying Charge, Jobn 15. 


. To Love one another, and to guard againft any Breach 


dong themſelves, and ſeems to have been the Thing his 
art was moſt fixed on, when he was to leave the World, 
a Witneſs of their being his Diſciples, and that the Wort4 
gt know him to be ſent of God, John 17. 21. 8. 
M may we not ſee theſe Prejudices, which follow on 4 
med and growing Breach of the Church, are oft ſuch, as 


e Cauſe and Occaſion thereof do bear no Proportion there- 


\ When bro ught to the Teſt of that great Rule of Chri- 
. ſtian 


71 


| d 
* ! 


| 
| 
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72. Propoſal Firſt, 
as having a hard Pull of it, when a Neceſſity ii.. 
upon you, to lay down ſo many Grounds, to g 
Weight to your Aſſertion? Or elle they will j I 0 
with us, in asking you the ſame Queſtion: Fu"? 
it be not denied, why do you offer ſo enixly to pi + 
it ? And if you ſuppoſe we are agreed upon it, Muc 
did you not put Num ber Eleventh upon it, and led 
let it paſs to make up the Number of your C et 
ons? Was it becanſe you had ſet down u 
Matter of this, in your Sixth Canceſſion, wherein 

took it for granted, we were agreed ? and where - 


addnee the ſame Reaſon, why it ſhould be a Guff 1 
ſiu which here you dilate, as if it were de 10 | 
Really, Sir, there is no indifferent Perſon, if helft. 
but judgment, who.reads this Propoſal, but hen . 


either loath us, or laugh at you. . 
But, for a more direct Anſwer, I ſay, Firſt, | chu 
mit you, for underſtanding our Harmony and t 


eren 


— 


ſtian Love in its due Latitude, as preſcribed by our ahi 
Maſter; Yea, that thus there 1s a being ſo ſadly engagiꝗ. 

Diſputings and fiding with Parties 4. That we maj 

ſuch a ſad Rent, the more it is followed, the more it bea 

a Labyrinth and Maze, and no Way found thus to get 
hut that by which they firſt entred. 5. That conſpi 

Beacon allo, which in all Ages hath been ſet hereon, 

make us Tremble hereat, and how this hath reſolvednd H. 

ly into Strife, Debate, Confuſion and Diſturbances, | 

publick and private, but to hazard the very Ruin and 

ſolution of ſuch a Church. We find Salvian ſhe wing, 

this was one of the ſaddeſt Preſages of that deſolating ui 

that came upou the African Churches; and we may it 

very firit viſible Degenerating of Chriſtianity in the pi 

tive Times begin here, for it is at ſuch a Breach the en 

One waits to ſow his Tares ; and how rare is a Stop, o part 

lag found in ſuch a Current, but like the breaking- in of Wat vent 

doth carry many a further Length than the) ever it f Ucnte 

a {the 

ie Poy 
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ww” | with its Grounds, anſwered, 75 
* Heement in this, to what hath been ſaid upon your 
ff ib Conceſſion, which I ſhall not here reſume : And 
b Then you have made an Inconſiſteney manifeſt be- 
"UE: ixt what I have there excepted, and the Serip- 
ie Res here made ule of by you; then J am either o- 
20 lieed to retract my Exceptions, as unjuſt, or to 

ance the Conſiſteney of them with the Scriptures 
n Neu mention. Yea, I am obliged to evince the E- 
ein Raty of my Exceptions from theſe very Scriptures 

du adduce, comparing them with other Scriptures ; © 
nd make it evident, it is a Mreſting of the Scripture, 
nd Impoſing upon the World, to give a Senſe of 
Fele favouring your Deſign, as it is modelled ; and 
he ring my Exceptions. But, 2dly, Give me Leave to 

int to you, and hold it forth to others, that we ought, 
6.1 th the greateſt Fear and Trembling, to look upon 
ad E Church her Detection from God, and to ſee Cour- 
r 


taken to encourage to this, under what plauſible 
etences ſoever: For it was ever the Courſe of Back- 
der;, to cover with a Covering, which was not of his 
Siri; And fo they tell into the Hands of the Li- 
ng God, for their Defection and Daubing : Which 
that moſt fearful Thing, at which all Men ſhould 
'Srmble. 34h, It there unſt be no Coolneſs, nor In- 
2 in any Intereſt of the Truth, under the g rea- 


Ep Hazard, &c. Which is your Fir Conceſſon : 
es, When, your ſelf being Judge, no Argument can be 


ken from the general Commands of Love and Con- 
$4, even in Order to the preventing of a Breach, 
L ( which 


ts known on what Grounds that ſad Breach by Labagie and 
8Party began here in the Be/gick Church, with whom ma- 
N rent in the ſimplicity of their Heart, and by ſueh a de ſign- 
eue to the Offence was then taken by them, qiſt but heigh- 
the Diſtemper, and occaiioned ſo much Prejudice againft 
. Power and Truth c£ Cadlineſs in this Land. Id: 


. 


Ne 31. 5 


74 Propoſal Firſt, 
(Which is the Thing you not only inſinuate in thi 


Propoſal, but inculcate as the very Senſe and SyI* | 
of theſe general Commands, and as that which wilt" 
give you Ground to trample upon, and triumglf® ' 
over all that will not comply with you, as conta 
veening theCommandsofChriſt,andChurch-rendenfſ, h 
Which may cool us, in our highelt and hotteſt Cay, { 
tendings (however it jmay, without abaſing the l * 
tenſeneſs of theſe, qua ify them) for rhe Intereſt of, le 
Truth; and that, at the greateſt Hazard: Tho M. (1 
ſhould not only be endangered, becauſe of that, uf, f 
be murdered and martyred by the common and pnf , 8 
feſſed Enemy df the precious Truth; but be all,“ 
Seigmatixed with the Name of Firebrands, Chun * 
renders, and what not? by ſuch who, under tt * 
Pretence of lying- aſide from this Conteſt, cola O 
over their Carriage with the Name of Tenderneſst * 


the Peace of the Church, and patronize their In * 
Etice, as conſtrained thereto by the very Fore d - 
theſe Generals, enjoining the Love of the Bret 10 
Becauſe, as you ſay well in your Conceſſion, Trab il ©** 


fo invaluable, as there cannot be too dear 4 Purchall un 
thereo/, And 'tis well alſo added by you, T hat Tr ” 


comparatively ſmall, may be ſo great in their Seaſu 
as l Teftimony thereto is 3 called for, an lach 
a publick Oppoſition is made to the ſame, (Which! 7 
the Senſe and Subſtance of your Fir/? Conceſſus.| be n 
Then alſo, no Argument can be taken from the 1 
neral Commands of Love and Concord, even U 
Order (as it is called) to the preventing of a R «rg 
and Breach in the Church, which may withbol 
Men from feſtifying, whether againſt the Wicks 
neſs of the Indulger himſelf, or his Indulged, ora 
who plead, as your Paper doth, (for in the Ds 
when the Church is delivered, we will be 7 


(neit 


with its Grounds, auſwered, 75 
u them Jadalger and Indalgences, and all Patronizing 
| Kuli ſuch perverſe Pranks: ) Becauſe of the Import of 
þ willthat great Truth, whereof you your felt ſpeak thus, 
umn your Second Conceſſion, That the Truth of the 
— , viſible Kingdom ot clus Chriſt (ſay you) over 
nden! his Church, and its Independency on the Magi- 
„ firate, and His being the alone ſupreme Head and 
J Lawgiver thereto, is of ſuch Concermment and E- 
ref} “ kvation, as we ſhould not count our Life dear 
1 wi (if called of the Lord) to be offered up as a Sacti- 
ut, * tice thereon ; yea, that a publick Teſtimony ſhould. 
al“ be then more eſpecially owned thereto, with a 
0 © clcar diſtinét Sound, when ſo vilibly oppoled, as 
hund in this Day. If then, I ſay, (for here Tam, both 
Abr the Reader's Sake, and for your further and full 
ola Conviction (for what will convince you, if your 
eſe 9 Conceſſions will not?) to reſume the Propoſition, 
yl and. to draw it to ſo great a Length:) If, therefore, 
"ce of there mult be no Coolneſs, nor Inditierency, in any 
n tereſt of the Truth (take Notice, I pray you, Sir, 
el che Emphatikneſs of this Univerſal; for tis your 
reap dun Phraſe, any Intereſt of the Trub) under the 
Ill rare Hazard, &. And if this Truth of the vi- 
gag bble Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt over His Church, be of 
uch a Concern and Elevation, as we ſhould not 
ichil unt our Lives dear, Cc. Then, \ 
2 Firs, Your ſelf being Judge, no Argument can 
ie be taken from the general Commands of Love and Con- 
en pf #4, for preventing a Breach among Brethren, which 
may, or thould demur, or cool us, in our higheſt 
oli] and hotteft Contending for the univerſal Intereſt of 
ul fruth ; and partieularly, that great Truth, that 
Chrift is 4 King, be our Ad verſaries whoſoever, and 
be the Hazard whatſoever : But the former is true, 
ren} (either can it be denied by any, Without a profane 


frov 2 and 


— 
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76 Propoſal Firſt, 
and irreligions Wreſting of the Senſe of theſe gengfound 
ral Commands for Love:) and is granted by yougp ars 
For both the Parts of this connected Propoſition anfiith 
= own, and aſſerted by you. Therefore yowjelins 
irt Propoſal ſays nothing to the Purpoſe. Then 

fore alſo, dir, you are obliged to take off the Strengiſuare 
which you-Wwould make us believe is in youll / 
Grounds, brought under Colour of confirming youlf Lo 
Firſt Propoſal, for carrying on your Scope; in fo fuſcf a! 
as they interfere, or may be made Uſe of by anfpaſſir 
(ſuppoſe a Gilbert Burnet) to weaken the Force dfiinwc 
your two forecited Conceſſzons : And when you han Kip 
done fo, and have reconciled your ſelf to your leh port. 
you will leave me little, yea, nothing to do. fig d 
But then I muſt tell you, when put to it, Turek 
you will find your {elf neceſſitate, either to paſs fronſcrets 
your Conceſſzons ; or, by cleaving to them, you af t 
the Throat of your Propoſal, as here it ſtands, in ot h 
der to your Scope: For they cannot both live, as het our 
they ly; and Reaſon and juſtice ſay, The MalefaAa|Prop 
ſhould dy; (but alas! this is an Age, when Trutſjutt 1 
mult be the Mattyr. ) nbly 
24h, I fay further, Sir, will you dare to deny iti 
Will you dare to inſinuate it? But that the dne 
very Scripture Grounds, brought by you, and prefkl] - Hi 
by our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, for Love and Union ef 
mongit hus Followers; comparing therewith, Ao 
. 3, 21. and 2 Tin. i. 7, and 8. verſes, do 1mpat} cont 
an Indiſpenſible Neceſſity upon all, who are Lover 
of our Lord jeſus Chrilt, in Sincerity, (for to him] ſun, 
and his Intereſt belongs the predominant, primary we 
and regulating Love; and it concerns you to cob. 

ider this, in order to your being convinced ' ofa te! 
ſtrange Miſtake, about the general Precepts of Lon de, 
£0 one another; tho! all your fangicd Triumph! Leſe 

1 be 


with its Grounds, anſwered, 2 
gengfounded upon this real Miſtake, and Inadvertency : 
you io argue themſelyes into a Neceſſity of contenuing 
ian anfrith all Fleſh, and that with the greateſt ot Ear- 
youſelineſs for Truth, when the Cafe, ſuppoied in 
Then hour two fir ſt Conceſſions, doth emerge: (which yeu 
renguſare not deny, to be our Caſe: And to look upon 

youll Arguments, taken from theſe general Commands 
you Love, to palliate a lying-aſide, becauſe of a Fear 
ſo faſf a Breach among ſt Bretheren, to be but, Firſt, as a 
y amſpaſivg from your Fir two Conceſſions. 2dly, As an 
ree finworthy Wreſting of theſe bleſſed and precious 
1 hanſriptures, contrary to their native and neceſſary Im- 
r ſeh port. 34%, As 4 wicked pleading for God, and talk- 
[ing deceit fully for him; for which the Pleadet mult 
Thafreckon. O! let never my Soul enter into the Se- 
8 fronſerets of ſuch, who will plead from theſe Scriptures, 
u aj the Prejudice of theſe Conceſſons. Alas] Sir, 
in oſlt had been good for you, that, having ſet down 
3s her our two Firſt Conceſſuns, you had left out your 
fac Propoſals, and purſued your Conceſſions, in their 
Tmüſnt Length and Latitude; for, now you are miſe- 
- ably mired ; while you meddle, to make up an in- 
y itt poſible Conſiſtency betwixt ineonſiſtant Things ;.your 
het] luce ſions I mean, and your Propoſal. = | 
reſet] - Hence, 3dly, Sir, ſuffer me to tell you, I am here 
on #[acceſſitare, while I conſider your Propoſal, and what 
a brounds you bring to ſupport it, in Order to the 
mpak} contributing to your Scope, to bring both together, 
oven] ore the Fudgment-ſeat of your two Firit Conceſ- 
> him ien, and plead againſt your Propoſal, as to its 
mary ae, as a Maletactor : And I am ture, youmuſt 
cole ether degrade your Conceſſions, and put them oft 
| ofi the Bench; or the Priſoner, I have brought to the 
Lon de, will be ſentenced, and execute, as guilty of 
ph U leſe-rajeffy, And thus I panngl your Propoſal, and 
- C- 
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Proceſs it as Criminal, and this is the Crime, and pi 
crying One too, I lay to its Charge, that neither ij dis 
Reformation to be endeavoured, in a corrupted fu 
Church; nor is Defection to be withſtood and tlopſjy | 
ped in a declining Church; If what you tay: heel 24; 
be the Rule: Becauſe whichſoever of the two kf this 
done, there is a Breach and Rent made in the Church tell 
And therefore, that there may be no Breach mail luis 
therein, let both be forcborn, ( for this is the tm 
Senſe and Subſtance of this Propoſal, take it com 
plexly with its Grounds and Scope: And that thy 
may, yea, mul} and ſhould be done with ſome Colay 
and Confidence; Firff, The general Commands d 
Love which our bleſſed Lord made ponderaus' hf on, 
preſſing them, are brought in to patronize this Pm 
poſal, as it lies. 2dly, Becauſe the eſſay ing. of eithe 
is attended often with ſuch Prejudice, as the Cauſe a 
Occaſion thereof ( lay you) deth bear no Proportia 
thereto, when brought to the Teſt of that great Rule 
Chriftian Love, in its due Latitude; - will ſadly 'engqt] mad 
in Diſputes, and Sidings with Parties, with ſuch Ex gai 
peration of Spirit, and neg lecting the Offices ef Love M Aal. 
others; and ſo, we muſt beware of either; becauſe 
ſee, ſuch a ſad Rent, the more it is followed, the mat 
it becomes 4 Labyrinth and Maze, and ne Way fon 
thus to get out, but that by which they firſt eum] ing 
And that is plainly, upon the Matter, to remain uni you 
or to return after a Rent to Union, on any Tem a 
becauſe ſuch a Regard is to be had to Chureh- Unia] ryin, 
as no Reformation is to be eſſayed in Prejudice — 
that; or no Defection is to be ſtopped; for up may 
an effectual Eſſay, as to either, will follow a Brea eyer 
in the Church. No fivir 
2dly, And che more effectually to affright and de wiſh 
ter us from either, we have it ſet before - &d, 1 
i | 
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andi pyes, that we may tremble at the Sight of it; how 
her u dis hath reſolved not only into Strife, Debate, Con- 
uptelſ {fon and Diſturbances, both publick and private : But 
top brings ſuch 4 Church under the utmoſt Hazard 9 

ben Ruin and Di folution. And, that we may not think 
vo ke this is a groundleſs Gueſs, Salvian is brought in, 
urch telling us, That this Diviſon did preſage that De ſo- 
mate] Iuion, which came upon the African Church: And 
to make it yet more terrible, it is alledged, that the 
very fir ft viſible degenerating of Chriſtianity began here; 


2s well as Old, to deter us from either endeavour- 
ing a Reformation, or ſtopping a growing Defecti- 
on, Labady is brought in, who deſgning 4 Care (as 
Ew you ſay) did heighten the Diſtemper; and worthy 
—— mult needs here allo be underſtood, and 
e al have his Share, as having made a fooliſh, raſh and 
of umwarrantable Attempt ; becauſe his eſſaying of a 
le Reformation, or to {top the growing Defection, hath 
gc made but a Breach and Rent; his Brethren writing 
Exif] againſt him (yea, perſecuting him) and he writing 
ve bf zgain(t them; and many of the Serious approving 
nen him, and condemning them; and the Multitude 
un following his Oppoſers and Perſecutets. 
fou. Now, Sir, I appeal to every knowing, conſider- 
vn ing and conſcientious Reader, whether herein I do 
ung you wrong, in affirming, That, taking your -Propo- 
a5 {and Grounds, as you have coupled them, for car- 
Jaw] rying your Soudering Deſign, this be not clearly aſ- 
iced ſerted, and inculcate, That to the End Church-Union 
up may be kept, and a Church-Rent prevented, (how- 
read ever Reformation may be deſireable in itſelf, and the 
ziyring a Check to growing Detection were to be 
d ds Wiſhed, yet) neither is Reformation to be endeavour- 
ed, in a corrupted Church , nor Deſection to be ſtop- 


9 ped, 


nd that there may not be wanting Recent Examples, 


j 
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all our Heart, with all our Strength, with all our Sul Who | 
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| ped, -in a declining Chu#ch ; for if that be, a Breadfitfi 


amoneſt Brethren will follow, Sir, I am ſo far frogfths! 


Wue-drawing Words, or wrefting them beyongf0"e 


their native Tendeney and Import, as do ingen. 
ouſly profeſs unto you, if l may preſume to have am 
Knowledge in Conſequences (as I freely confeſs, pf: 
is very little, being fick of the ſame Diſeaſe will bene 


many, whoſe Knowledge conſiſts more of Conclo ) 


ſions than Premifles ; ) I ſee neither Soul nor Senſe 07av 
in your Propoſal and Grounds, as reſpecting you f 
Scope, beſides this: Yea, I might give you the Dp Kc, 


fiance, to give another, unleſs it deſtroy your Scope and 


Well then, Sir, Since I told you 1 had brought you a 
Propoſal, with its Grounds, as reſpecting your Sem fende 
to the Bay of a Judge, whom your ſelf had eſtabt I, 
ſhed; I crave Sentence may be pronounced, ande * 
execute againſt the Delinquent and Malefactor. 1 the 5} 
For the Wrong done to the precious Truths of Gul dote 
wrelted, to plead for this Courſe ; to which I ha N Gur 


ſpoken above: (Oh! Sir, if I could win at the Fhat 


greateſt of Trembling and Fear, mentioned in the IC, 


eginningof your Propoſal, to ſee how theſe bleſk their 
Scriptures, the general Commands of Love, are mi lame 
taken, yea, and abuſed, in the preſent Caſe, cor tou 
trary to their true Import and Scope: ) Por fer thus! 
be granted, that the Lord our God is to he loved wit 
and our Brerhren, as our ſelves; the Debate is de uſed | 
cided: And it muſt be yielded, that whatſoeve fab 
may quench the Predominancy of that Love to Him, Publ 
and His precious Intereſts, ſhould be looked upon Neat 
as that which his Soul loatheth, and that he abhor I U 
reth all Pleading for it, and Patrociny of it, from tley 
theſe general Commands of Love. 24H, For' having Al 
conſpired the Death of ſo rig hieoas Fudges, as on kh 
| rl 
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real firſt two Conceſſions : For it theſe hve to be Judges, 
flonlttis mult be judged, and dy; ſince the Life of the 
vonne infers ſo neeeſſarily the Death of the Other. 
gend % For having condemned all theſe great Men of 
Po bd, who have been; in our Church, famous for 
ſs, pItheir Zeal and Faithfulneſs; rubbing them (that this 
will Generation of an unlike Practice may appear righte- 
nely ens) of the Glory of Confe ſors ; and writing over their 
Grave, Theſe were the Troublers of Iſrael, and the 
your ſie of the Church: Our Knoxes, Welſhes, Braces, 
eDef& all that numerous Cloud of Worthies of old; 
cop, ud cur Kut herford, Gilleſpies, Guthries, &c. of late, 
our lar all hereby condemned, as Hot-headed, Church 
den anders: And yer, I judge, no Man will cenſure 
Fable ne, as having Mens Per ſons in Admiration, it I fay; 
ang che of theſe Men, one of theſe Elijabs had more of 
I lee Spirit of Love to God, and the Brethren z and 
Gul laore Love to true Union, and the true Peace of the 
ban urch; and knew better wherein it conſiſted, and 
chu bat it called for, and bow to bound it, than Hun- 
th of thoſe, whoſe Way is ſo far different from 
effef irs. (O! when will the Chureh of Scotland ſee 
mi [ome of that Size of Soul and Zeal? How quickly 
con- could there be a Period put to ſuch pitiful Pleading 
tha lind Pleaing, as we have in this Propoſal, and all the 
vil lit!) It is not to be forgotten, how, as the Men 
Su udo introduced Epiſcopacy at the Gate of Eraſtianiſm, 
$ de lued the ſame Arguments, whenever they had done 
va Þ Miſchief to the Church, which you uſe: So ous 
Hin, (lick Reſolution- Men crucified, in a Manner, theſe 
pon; [eat Worthies, laſt named, quick, that.they might 
horde more eaſily carry on the Defection; and when 
rom [ry had done ſo, they cried PEACE, and prepaed 
ring] AR for every Man, who were not carried down 
om Nich thut Current, and durſt not ſay; A Cinfederaty 
Fir M 10 
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to all, to whom: they ſaid, A Confederacy. 4athl, fe 
Patronizing and purging from Guilt (an Undertaking g 
which will be found hateful in his Eye-ſight!) t 
theſe Can ſe-deſtreying Unions, that have been carn 
on amongſt us; not only as Duty, but as the gn 
Duty of the Day. eh For abſolving, from the ji 
Imputation of Diſſoyalty and Untaithfulneſs'$; 


_ Chriſt, our unhallowed and Cauſe-deſtroying, and Wi, 


traying Lyings-aſide from Teftimonies, in their prop 
Seaſon : Again!t which, as God hath, fo Hey 
teſtify, 6thly, For Heartning and encouraging thi 
who are running Headlong, in the Courſe of Defelli 
to gb fornard, tho it be downward, without any 
gard to the Offence given hereby to the more tui 
Tender; making fad the Hearts of ſuch, as He wa 
not have made ſad; and making glad the Henn 
of ſuch, to whom He will give Sorrow of Heat, 5 
As knowing, and being confident, when they hen 
done ſo, they will be pleaded for, and their Cay x 
and Reſpect in the Church (which they both rei pty 
ruine and rend) is inſured to them: For UNION itt 
PEACE, and HEALING, is ſtill pleaded, in i nul 
Caſe; and fo the Men of all theſe Miſchiefs are pf [of 
tronized. Now, Sir, It is for sheſe, and many af ha 
ing Crimes of the like Nature, that I require the I yhe 
of this Aalefacler may be taken by the Sword, whitf mea 
you have put in the Hand of your Firſt two Concfif ſhot 
ons: And, if you be true to your own Conceſſaſ y 


, your own Hands muſt be 1mploycd for making H pas 


Grave ; for it isvile, And I mult tell you, Sir, u Ings 
will, in this Work, have the Aſſiſtance of the my thre 
Lovers of the Cauſe, who long have looked wif and 
bleeding Souls, and broken Hearts; lamenting wu they 
thiey behold, how All is like to be ruined, while yo Maj 
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rand others follow theſe Coum ſes, cried up by you 
MA your Paper, as conſervative of the whole. 
rtakig gut, before 1 leave this your Propoſal, (now bleed- 
*) Gp to Death by the Hand of your own Conceſſzons) 
arm neceſſitate to take Notice of ſome Things fur- 
Ie er in it; ſeeing the Simple, who are eaſily deceiv- 
the with Sounds, may be, and are impoſed upon, in 
Ineſs bs, by good Words and ſuir Speeches, wrelted, or in- 
and Fcfiderarely adduced, contrary to their true Senſe 
Prod Scope. And, 1½, Sir, As I am frequently at 
e Mlols, whit to make of many Things in your Pa- 
2 er; So, I profeſs ingenuoully unto you, I am pur. 
ejeIpa great Difficulty, what to make of theſe Words, 
nn your firſt Ground ; And tho it is unqueſtionable 
e ly you.) that ſome mußt be more culpable in the Cauſe 
wa f the Difference, than others; yet doth he pre this 
Heal ab ſuch Vehemency, and that Ankers any ſuch Re ſerde, 
Hen f, until there ſhould be an Intireneſs of Fudgment 4. 
Im mwgit themſelves ; elſe there were no ſuch Difficulty, 
Crelfy Need of it, to be thus preſſed. Sir, a Man may 
| rewFrity another for it; but he cannot be juſtly angry 
NIOW with him, for his Dulnels ; and therefore you 
in u mutt pardon my Profeſſing my ſelf, to be at a 
ire loſs here; as not knowing, what to make of 
1 what you ſeem to make ſo much of; yea, 
e UI wherein your All ſeems to ly. Now, Sir, do you 
Wil mean, that theſe, who are leſs culpable in the Cauſe, 
ney would, becauſe of the Vebemency, wherewith you 
al ny this Peace and Union is preſſed, in order thereto, 
1g F paſs from their open Oppoſings, faithful Withſtand- 
r u ings, conſtant Witneſſings againſt ſuch ef their Bre- 
u thren, who are involved in a Courſe of Defection, 
M and are carrying it on? And that, if they do not fo, 
they expreſſy control the Authority of our great 
JA Matter, who hath en joined Love and Concord by 
l . ſuch 
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uch reiterate Gn &c.? I hope yau 1 
not dare to athrm it: And yet, I profeſs, I] 
not what to make o* theſe Words, nor how th 
quadrate to your Scope, Net dorh he preſs this ih 
ſuch Vehemency (lay you) and without any ſuch Reſeryear 
&c. except this be your Meaning. But if you meſio no! 
that the Jeſs culpable in the Difference, ſhould hoſſn you 
faſt their Integrity, and from that predominant anlfmore 
primary Love, which they owe to God, and thaflmake 
ſubordinate and ſecondary Love, they owe to thaſaot al 
Brethren, ſo earneſtly contend with them, as tha mon, 
may be ttopped in proceed ing in a Courſe, ſo dif hes 
honourable to Chriſt, ſo deſtructive to the Chun Thi 
and Cauſe, and fo offenſive to the truly Tendaiſi in 
| as yer, in their hottelt Contendings, there ma) 
h be a Watching againſt carnal Paſſion ; and that therÞ* foll 
| Oppoſition ſhould be ſo managed, as, if their . Ma 
' thren will not be reclaimed, but will run forwal F tha 
| it may appear, it is pure Zeal for God, that prompyſhou | 
| to this Conteſt ; and the Love and Fear of the Abſit: / 
| mighty, which moves them to withſtand the Mafether 
of theſe Couries; and that they are always willngſitterel 
| and ready to receive them, upon their returningfjour 
From the Evil of their Ways, and embrace them, ae D 
| Brethren : Tho? the very Love of Chrilt, the Lonſtbis! 
| of the Cauſe, yea, the Love of the Brethren, as Ide C 
keeps them from going along with them in thenſther 
Courle ; fo it not only impoſes the Neceſſity upmeſty 
them, to tand aloof from them, while they practifÞnc 
and go forward, but conſtrains, with the greattÞPlcar 
of Peremptorineſs and oper-faced Plainnels, to ofrÞilat 
pole them, and contend with them; I ſay, if thsPone 
be. your Meaning, we are agreed, But then, in ow Pt a 
preienr Cale, you muſt make it appear, the Men, 
wich whom we debate, are not in a Courſe - De: prme 
| | fection, 
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| Willk&ion ; and in the whole of their Courſe, anſwer 
Knowle Import of your Two fir ff Conceſſions ; or elle all 
' thou ſay here about the general Commands of Love 
Nad Concord, doth Evaniſh to nothing. But 1 am 
eary in making Conjectures about that, which I 
meuſdo not underſtand; and ſo I muſt leave it, till you, 
| holffn your Next explain your ſelf: For, ſince Others, 
t amore knowing than my ſelf, know not what to 
I thafmake of this Heap of Words, thus congeRted, I am 
\ thetfnot aſhamed to profeſs my Ignorance, left I be found 
 thyfamong the Fools, who anſwer 4 Matter before they 
9 dio bear it, as to underſtand it. 

red} The Second Particular I take particular Notice of, 
der in your Fourth Ground, running thus, © But we 
ul may ſee (ſay you) ſuch a ſad Rent, the more it be 
ther“ followed, the more it becomes a Lahrintib and 
B Maze, and no Way found thus to get out, but 
van chat by which they firſt entred.. True, Sir, Now 
mpigyou have hit it, if you ean be perſwaded to hold at 
e Ar: And your Eyes and mine will be ſhut, if ever 
 Maſether of us ſee our Rent otherwiſe cured : And 
llingſttercfore let me tell you, If you could ſo plead with 
mug our Indulged Brethren, as to return, and enter in at 
n, 8ſitte Door, out at which they went from us; and by 
Lowffttis Means have made this Hearc-breaking Breach in 
as Ae Church, of more diſmal Conſequence than all 
theyFiteir Lives and ours are worth: And ſo effectually 
up pewade as to prevail with them, we will call you, 
ed honour you as a Healey indeed. But if your 
uch ſpleming be, (which only complies with your Scope) 
) ofe ilar, notwithſtanding of all the Injurics they have 
ths ane to Chriſt, his Church and People, we muſt rue 
| our Pt all our former and preſent Reſiſtings of their 
Men, Tourſe; and, for the Future, reſolve to ſouder and 
bs ment \ith them into a Same neſs, even while they 
l 5 6 con- 


* , Touchivgs, he hath made tender, and hath ind But 5 


to learn the Art of Healing at Him, who hath tal God 
7 
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. continue, and plead, They bave done nothing ami. 
and others, by your Confidence, under yeur CoupS 


tenance and Fatrociny, and others joined with fd 
(for which all of you, as well as they, will be maker 
to anſwer) are embold'ned to the like Praction'* 
Then, Sir, I tell you plainly, (neither dare I fore fw. 
Plainneſs in the Caſe) I look on all your Pleadigg 3 
for ſuch an Oneneſs, and Plaiſtering over with fn 
pleaſant Names of Love, Peace, Union, Healing, lf © 
as One, a meer - daubing with untempered Mog f Cl 
and a wretched, inconſiderate and bold Wreſtingaff, £ 
all theſe bleſſed Seriptures you adventure to eit * 
whereby you think, you have proved the Wholed and. 
your Project, to be the very Scope, by them deſign 2 
and driven: And, as I leave you to gather this u 
what is ſaid ; ſo, I ſhall endeavour to make it f We 
ther clear, by what follows, 

Sir, Before the Lord comfort a People, whomt 
hath been ſmiting, for going on jrowardly in the Wh 
of their own Heart (as we have been, and you 
ther can, nor dare deny it:) He firlt heals then 
that Plague of Heart-trowardnefs, and then tk 
them in ſuch Ways, as makes it evident, by] 


healed them; and fo prepared them for that UW Old 
fort, which he hath created for the Mourners, Chrif 
creates this Fruit of the Lips, Peace, Peace, O,N — 


It were good for you and me, before we rake 1775 
us, with tuch Clamour and Confidence, to be Heat 


this Name to Himſelf (O bleſſed and bench 0 
Name for us ! ) 1 am the Lord that healeth thee, Pole, t 
we be found Davbers, and Phyſicians of no H 0 
And Sir, to make uſe of your own Words, we ji 
look upon This, while pretending to plead for Bf" 
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| ine, with the greateſt Fear and Trembling, leſt he 
ind us ſuch, and fall upon us, as ſuch ; and, as 
having pretended His Warrant and Authority, for 
erbat we did and ſaid: His Quarrel with the falſe 
* Prophets of old. i 
due 34y, 1 am neceſſitate to take Notice of what you 
+ Airing in, in the Cloſe of your 5th Ground, And we 


mij 


* 


ul 


h * 
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Uriſtianity, in the primitive Times, began here. 
Anſw. 1f, Sir, I really belicye, that this is ſuch 
"bY. Piece of Antiquity (as brought to corroborate; 
Ind comply with your Scope ;) as no Man, beſides 
pour felf, underſtands ; For, it is viſible, that the 
ing Degenerating of Chriſtianity began at that, 
I which gave the few Number of the Faithful, inthoſe 
"I Times, juſt Reaſon to diſſent from, and withſtand 
the Courſes of theſe, who were unite in Forfakin 
the Truth; till, in this Union amongſt themſelves, 
EBicklliding and Defection was carryed on to the 


8 


ba Height of an Apoſtacy; and he, who hath an Ear, to 
g : har what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, will Te- 


found it upon this, Rev. 2. And herein there is an 
. + farmony amonglt all the Prophets and Apoſttes : 
ut if this be your Senſe, I _—_ grant 1t, that as of 
Old, fo in our Days, the viſible Degenerating of 

6. @Eniftianity hath begun here, viz, Being unite in 
« Courſes, from which they, who did adhere to their 
Hals Love, were not only alien, but judged them- 
bull kes obliged, from the Conſtraint of the Love of 
Jod, yea, and true Love to ſuch, as they did op- 
poſe, ta withſtand, all ſuch Unions. Only then, 
, it concerns you to conſider, how it anſwers 
jour Scope, icing it fo palpably, and fo plainly de- 


Pe j# tr 
But 


ys it. 


ng ſee (ſay you) the very firſt wifible Degenerating 
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Bnt, 2dly, If this be your Meaning, that the, 2 
cay of that fir /t Leve, which was amongſt Sainf arc) 
in the Primitive Times, was obſerveable in Mun 
Ceaſing to conteud valiantly for the Faith, whiſk 
others deſtroyed; and the Generality of theſe, t 
both Unite in this deteſtable Neutrality, and in ure 
Height of Animoſity, (for theſe dy and live togethyſſe 
as we ſee it in our Day) againſt all ſuch, who wi gent 
ſtood theſe Courles of Defettion, which ended in y 
Apoſtacy, then your Obſervation is true and goferant 
But then, Sir, this would have impoſed the Neceſhhy an 
upon you ( inſtead of pleading thus) to have ſe i ein 
Trumpet to your Mouth (Oh ! when will that be Nor or 
and have diſcovered our Iniquity, in Order to wffimes 
ing away of our Captivity, and preventing that Dis Kit 
of none-ſuch Calamity, (which by our crooked Ae G. 
carnal Courſes, we have procurcd : ) to have ke te ere 
plain and poſitive in Diſcovering, inſtead of Hui 
Daubing, how we had left Firf Lede; and perenpihhe M 
tory, and preſſing, in perſwading to Repent, , I 
to do the firſt Works of the Church of Kale ow | 
when'her Miniſters burned and ſhined, as Stars bel Ha 
in His Right-hand ; and behaved themſelves indedfizeed 
as Angels of the Church. | Thus to have rebuklinch 
our Backſlidings, would have made us bleſs wh Me: 
your Behalf, and would have made it appear, HD 
the Mantle of ſome of our great and now gloria wi 
Elijahs had fallen upon you; (O! when will d h 
of that Size and Soul be teen in our Church? Mffatio1 


Nothing ſavouring of that holy, heroick Height aber 


Spirit appears in your Paper, beſide the fir tele, 
Cnceſſions, which are buried under the Heap Way! 
Rubbiſh of what follows.) and would have 1mptiſtey o 
ſed the Neceſſny upon you, to have ctyed, as fol 
ſuch, who had fallen, To remember from whenctfoke: 
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he Nu fallen, & c. So to the few, who have obtained 
SaÞſercy to tand, To. take heed, left they fall from their 
en Stedfaſtneſs; ſetting it before the Eyes of bot! 
ey His Soul hath no Pleaſure in them that draw 
belt, but (hall lead forth ſuch Backdrawers, and 
0WFurners-aſide with the Workers of Iniquity, But this 
vctiWenſe doth not anſwer your Scope; nor is it con- 
Willfent with what follows, viz. It is at ſuch 4 Breach 
ing you) the envious One waits to ſow bis Tares, I 
poerant you, Sir; that Satan having prevailed to cats 
celiry away Men from Adheſion to the Truth, ( {ccing 
ſet can, and (hall never be able to carry all away z 


be fFfor our Lord wilh not want his Witneſſes, in the 


lies of greateſt Defection :) will thereby advance 
t is Kingdom of Darknels, by putting on, for a Seaſon, 
d te Garb of an Angel of Light, that he may, with 
e hae greater Succeſs, Fith in thoſe Waters, that» holy 
f tWfÞroyidence hath ſuffered. him to Trouble, But it is 
reibe Matter of my Admiration, how you come to 
t, Wiſiy, That it is at ſuch 4 Breach the envious One waits 
lady oy bis T ares ; for he could never have reaped ſuch 
rs bein Harveſt, if Fir he had not, as a Sced-time, ſe- 
ndedfieed Men into a Declining, and departing from the 
burdFruth : * he hath had Aceeſs to put this 


els an Mens Hearts, then indeed he reaps the Harvelt 


, Wt making them rage againſt all, who will not com- 


one with their Courle, wherein they are confident; 


Ie hereupon follows an All of Confuſion and Con- 
? 
ht Ader ftated Enemies, or miſtaken Friends: And 
t leſe, by their Number, and other Advantages, o- 


p Wpawhelming the poor Handful, for a Time, whom 


image oppoſe, or rather by whom they find themſelves 
, 43 Wpoled in their Courſe, and Carreer, But having 
nee Mitoken ſome what already boo our Unions, I hope _ 

1 N make 


tion, the Upright withſtanding the Courſes of 


. 


— — enema 
— 
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90 Propoſal Second anſwered, 


make it evident, beyond your Denyings, in Matty 
of Fact elſewhere, how that envious One hath ( 


ſtroyed our Cauſe, by our wretched Unions; 


that he is only moſt effectually defeat, in the Def 
ratneſs of his Deſign, by the Oppoſings of ſome, wh 
hithezto have ſtood and withſtood, in oppoſing thy 
Courſes, Ah! che fervent and vigorous Oppoſuy 
of thoſe 1UInions, in due Time (on which Poſters 


will write BRETHREN IN INIQU 


IV.) had prevented theſe Church-rendings, a 
this woful Ruin, for which we are now ripened! 
the Defection, which hath been carryed on, 1 


then coloured over, to make it clean and cum 
with your fair and falfely aſſumed Names of Is 


Peace, Union, Healing, 8&e, Yea, and your Thi ; 
Conceſſion ſays nothing, worth hearing, if it ſay u 


all this, and more to the ſame Purpoſe. Sir, It 
inſiſted the longer upon this, your Fir Propeſd 


becauſe the Simple, who are ready to believe em 


Thing, held forth unto them, under the low! 
Names of Love, Healing, Cc. eſpecially, wit 
the Thing delivered is, with ſuch a Superplus « 
Confidence; may conſider and examine on wh 
Side Truth lies, before they give up themſelves wt 
a Credulity, whereof they may repent too late. 


PR OP OS AL II. 


Your 2d Propoſal runs thus, May we (ſay you) 
any ſafe Ground break up Church-fellowſhip, and 


munion, fo far with theſe, who have accepted the 


Indulgence, as not to hear, or receive the pablick On 
nances from them, as being ſuch ? I muſt propoſe 
on theje Grownds, &e. Which you determine int 
Nezatizr, and for which you adduce your 42 5 
a Heri 


fer 
A 


N. ſerting moſt emphatickly, that we are obliged to 
bear them 45 being ſuch, 
tn ff Anſwer. Iſt, Sir, It had ſaved your ſelf, and me 


Mat your Second and Seventh together, and had tried 
ce you had triumphed, (For, as the Firs# Props ſal 
Muth the Sound of Words, and Shew, to amuſe the 
POLY Simple ; fo in the Second and Seventh lies the All of 
JF that apparent Strength of your whole Paper ; for the 
I ri are ſtuffed only with Things in the By, and to 
5 d Purpoſe, ſave as they Lacquey theſe Three.) whe- 
I ther all the Reaſons, brought to ſupport both, would 
hre made One. And, Sir, I have faid fo much 
upon your 7th Propoſal, (which, as I have told you, 
is the very fame in Senſe | 
Nb needlets for me, to ſay the ſame over again here; or 
co put you again in Mind of the Shamefulneſs of 
Inn dat Lapſe, to fall a diſputing, without ſtating the 
2 Queſtion, or conſidering what was ſaid by that lear- 
eiu ned and zealous Author, whom you contradict ; 
oy bur with what Succeſs the Iſſue will prove. 2dh, 
WY Let me ask you, what you have ſaid, in all your 
BY Scond Propoſal, which will not infer the ſame Ne- 
ii city of keeping Church-Communion with the 
"4 Prelatick Curates, as ſuch ; which you perſwade to 
be kept wich the /ndulged ; as being quch? (and tis 
well you thus phraſe it, as being ſach) and then you 
have yielded all we ſeek of you. And J pray you, 
IJ, take Notice of it, and remember the next Time, 
4 toplead for Curates of both Kinds con junctly; ſince 
it is evident, you are. but inſnared in the Work of 
your own Hands, in eſſaying to ſupport and fave 
q the One, while you leave the Ocher, and lay them 
open to the Laſh : For, do what you will, theſe 
M fo mult and and fall, 1 and die together, 3, 
| 2 2 


| 


4 
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Moth, a great Deal of needleſs Labour, if you had 


e andSubſtance with this)as it 


f 


i —Cc__oc — — 
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92 Propoſal Second anſwered, 
I might further ſhow you here, how ( after youlation : 
Manner) you beg the Queſtion, and ſeek tbellanteced 
Things, which you ought ro prove. But, under v 
4h, Might I not retort the Queſtion? alan, fe 
ask you, 1/f, Why your Indulged have broken ws all ( 
Church Communion with us? For did they nafffeftor 
run away from us, when they ruſhed upon this AbQCauſc- 
ceptince, without ever conſulting God, by ſettigilegs o 
Tim: tolemnly apart, to pray together, in Order uſdæe to 
their being led in a right Way : When it was vu e 
vident to all of them, that the Cauſe of the Church ou 
of Scotland was no lets concerned, in the Caſe, tha ill this 
in the Caſe of Epiſcopacy, if not more? And hem ſa we 


Sir, you mult hear it, and Iam little ſoliciteusabomuſuch 


your Centure, or the Cenſure of any Man, who WlJQueſti 
rage at What follows; I fear not, I ſeruple rap y 


to ſay, It had Hen gcod for the poor Church of Gol mill 1 


in Scotland ( if fo it had ſeemed good to him; bu for be 


now we muſt be ſilent, and adore an holy tryim Auch 


Providence.) That all our indulged, without excep Jin thi 


ing a Man, from Firſt ro Laſt, had at Firft turned I ome 


in to Epiſcopacy. 2dly, Why did they not com Js Ot 
ſult their Brethren, in the Caſe, who had obtained Jyou 
as much (if not more) Mercy to be faithful in th d; a 
evil Day, than any of the Accepters; and fo wer Item, 
as like to have the Mind of Chriſt > Yea, 3d} tell y. 
Why did they not conſider their Covenant Obls Ftv co 
eations ; ( efpecially when it was evident, that tit Il (hal 
Encmy d d profefledly deſien to divide, that he miglt dealt 
more eaſily deftroy 2 ) Of not ſuffering themſelves to lè And 
divided from their Brethren * Which was the fad Re may | 
ge: of ſom? of the molt eminent of them, * preſe! 
going in before the Tribunal, 4h, Why did Flule 
they not conſider, aud conſult, ( I (hall nor fay, At 
the Humour, as now it is pbraſed, but) the Edily ¶ ini. 

Cation 


#, 


Propoſal Second anſwered, * 93 
youlation and Satisfaction of the Godly, in that Nation, 
thel l ntecedently to that Acceptation ? But waving, and 

Audervaluing all theſe Things, forward they will 
Allan, follow who will, or be {fumbled who will, it 
nz all One to them; if we will not be huffed and 
naltectored into a Compliance with them, in this 
$ AbOCauſe-deſtroying Decd, they will (ſtand upon the 
ttig legs of their old Credit, and contemn all, who will 
r Ude to mutter I did they, And now, Sir, I pray 
8 {you conſider, whether you or I have belt Ground 
urch lor our Queſtion. . I know you will ſay, Thar, for 
than fall this, they profeſs a Readineſs to receive us; Where- 
her la we profels an Unclearneſs to join with them, 
bon u ſhb: And ſo you have more Reaſon to ask your 


WilJQueſtion, than I can pretend to for mine. But 1 


no [pray you, Sir, 1/f, Who of the Epiſgopal' Curates 
Lol ll refaſe us, if we come, and "Ys with them ? 
but for both the One and the Other, do look upon all 
yin uch Comings, as an owning of them, for Miniſters 
ep Jin their preſent - Circumſtances, And if you ay, 
nel JSome of them have preached in the Fields, as well 
om. s Others, ¶ though a ſmall Sum.) I might anſwer 
nel {you Firſt, Then they were heard, when they preach- 
the Fed; and jo the Reproach of Non-Communion with 
ver Fthem, in Ordinances, is rolled away. 2dly. Tmutt 
ah Ftell you, that ſome of them were earneſtly dealt with, 
bly Jto come out to the Fields: (And if you require it, 


te Flſhall both give you the Names of the Miniſters 


glt dealt with, and of theſe who dealt with them) 
ok JAnd they plainly refuſed. And now, Sir, whatever 
Re may be faid, asgo that Matter, which is not my 
I {prefent Buſineſs : Vet as to you, I ask, Who re- 


ay, Flt Sonzic and Shift will be, that they admitted, yea, 
us Jinited Field-preachers, and Non=;ndulged, to 3 in 
00 A their 


id Ffule Church Communion 2 But 1 know, your | 


— 


94 . Propoſal Second anſwered, 
their Pulpits. Anſwer, Firſt, So might well do, 11 
(and ſo might the Curates do; Yea, ſo have fog 
Curates done: And if you deny this, or doubt 


it, put me to it, and I will — you Satisfactig ha 


as to Matter of Fact.) For thereby they ſaw, ai; 
underſtood well, themſelves to be approved, in thy ho 
Acceptance, and honowred before the People ; Whilf © | 
withal, was only obſerved to be done, whaſ an 
better might not be. But 24h, I muſt tell y 
think * of it what you will, That theſe Non 
dulged, and Field-preachers, might, and ought! 
have been much better imployed, in preaching 
the Places of the Country, which were deſola 
But alas“ what became of Field-preaching, as 
the Field-preachers, and Non-1ndulged made 
their Work, hallow, by their Preſence, that w 
hallowed 22 which, as it hath pron 
manifeſtly a ſad Attempt, for your ſelf ; ſo it ha 
proved, and will prove more and more ſo to 
and all the Men, who will ſet themſelves to f 
port its Credit, If you be not ſenſible of this, x 
others are, and you may ere all be done. 

But, Sir, However I have told you, There is 
thing material, which is not already anſwered, 
the Return given to your ſeventh Propoſal : Vet, H, 

vou ſhould ſwell in Confidence, and ſay, You N, 
declined in that, wherein your main Strength! 
and wherein above, you judge you cannot ben 
ched ; I ſhall come more particularly to conkilq 
this your Second; and ſee whether you have m 
Reaſon to judge theſe Ground unmoveable, than x: 
had to judge your Diſparities, aſſigned in yah 44 
Seventh, undeniable. {by 
And, 75 In the General, I would have you ta geg. 

Noticz of it now, ſince you did it not ſooner, u , 


ſ 


Propoſal Second anſwered, 895 
ell dy {the Queſtion, as tis even Rated by your ſelf, be in- 
e lauf fred from theſe Grounds (taken Conjuntth and Se- 
oubte y) you bring for putting it out of Queſtion 
factin ant what you athrm is Truth, there will be fil 
W, alf fore in the Cons ia ſion, than in the Premiſſes: Which 
in tif ere eaſie to demonſtrate, by a particular Induction 
Whilf f the ſeveral Grounds, you lay down: Not one of 
uf which (even ſuppoſing them valid) will conclude, 
We are to hear, and receive the publick Ordinances 
"FF from the Indulged, 4s being ſuch : (And if I have 
4 wronged you in aſſerting This as I know you want 
not Confidence to charge me with it; ſo I want not 
Hope, He will help me to make it evident:) And 
I though this carries in its Boſom a ſufficient Refutation 
I of the whole, and is a ſhameful Lapſe in a Diſpu- 
"I tant Let I (hall come to a more particular Trial of 
rauf the Firmneſs and Solidity of theſe Grounds, which 
ps - are confident will ſupport your Fabrick, and 
perſtructure. . | 
Four 1/, Ground then, runs thus, That hereby 
Rf (ay you) no Approbation of the Indulgence can be ne- 
| teſarily inferred; and the Ground of Offence can ne- 
ach be owned ſuch, as to pollute the Ordinances, or make 
„ I communion with theſe in the leaf ſinful to 4. But, 
| eld be adverted on what Side the moſt dangerous 
\ of deſtraclive Inconveniences are, and Hazard of the 
of greateit Offence hereby to the Church. 0 
"4 Anſwer, 15, Sir, It was ever accounted Omi- 
ll 90%, for a Man to ſtumble in the very Threſhold ; 
nod ind yet in yourHatte it hath fo happened with you: 
I For the Queſtion, as ſtated in your. 24 Propoſal, 
doth either contradiR, or deſtroy your Fir/ſ# Ground, 
Au. which it ſhould be ſupported ; or your Ground 
4 &ſroys your Propoſal, to the Support whereof it 


J as brought: As is obvious to any Reader, Your 
| | P 10. 


96 Ground Firſt of W 
Propoſal being a ſtrong Affirmation, That the Il tiſtr 
dulged are to be heard, as ſueh; and the Firſt Growf10 . 
you bring to confirm this, is, That no Approbain T bin 
of the Indulgence can be hence neceſ#arily inferred © A B. 
therefore it may, and ought to be done. Now, J 
is not your Propoſal notably ſupported by ſuch I Ie 
Ground? We are to hear the Indulged, as fach e n 
becauſe our hearing them, as ſuch, importeth Op 
our Approbation, or our owning them, as ſuch, Ft 3 
my own Part, it paſſeth my Capacity to conceing Real 
how your Propoſal is ſupported by this Grownd ; G F 
to think, how you have perſwaded your ſelf, tu el 
it is ſo: Much more, how you have made your ſd ej 
believe, you could prevail with, and perſwade O H 
thers, by ſuch a Reaſon, to believe you {poke Reaſa eur 
and Truth, in ſpeaking thus. And for further I AT 
luſtration, let us take it thus, Seeing there are ſeveri ft) 
Per ſons, who judge themſelves obliged to own Miniſteg Þ if 
as ſent, and having a Miſſun te diſpenſe the Ords 
nances, in ſuch and ſuch Places, who yes ' look pn 
themſelves, as obliged to oppoſe the Errors, Miſcarris 
get, Miſtakes and Impertinencies committed in tber 
diſpenſing thereof: So leſt Miniſters ſhould be op F 
poſed in their Miſtakes, and conſequently their Rs 
poſe ſhould be troubled, here is a new Expedient 
found out by you, viz, No Man needs, yea, d 
ought to {cruple to join in publick Ordinances dif 
penſed by Perſons, who have not entred in at ih N 
Door, but have climbed up another Way, even as ſub; F. 
ſeeing this is not at all an Approbation of their na 
Entry at the right Door, or their climbing up ano- 
ther Way; and conſequently, Perſons may (yea, 
put your Propoſal and Grounds together, ought) join I, 
with Miniſters committing the groſſeſt Things, whe | 

ther in their Entry into, or the Exerciſe of their 57 = 

| | uuf, 
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he IItidry, and that, as committing them ; and yet be in 
von ld Hazard of eountenancing them, as committing theſe 
batin Things, \ 1 F 
But, without inſiſting further, 1 leave you here 
„ Sing” your ſecond Thoughts : Only I muſt tell you, 
ach Ibe whole of that poor Party, whom you oppoſe, 
ſach re much confirmed, to find how the Chief of their 
1 ns Oppoſers are deſerted, ſo to manage their Oppoſiti- 
„ Ela again(t them, as Men mut firſt fall out with both 
ceive Feaſon and Religion, before they fall in with ſuch 
O Propoſal, upon ſuch a Ground. And really, Sir, I 
tha aal not diſlocate, by ſtretehing to draw this beyond 
r ict ee juſt Length of the Caſſandrlan Latitude, 
de 0: But, 24h, Sir, to come more particularly to this 
ea Your Fir /t Ground: Let us conſider it, as conſiſting 
« Two Aſſertions : (with you, it would be advert- 


everdl $f) The Firſt of the Aſſertions in Form runs thus: 
ter te hearing of, and 2 with the Indulged, as 
Ordi och, infer no Approbation of the Indulgence, or of the 
| upon aged, as ſuch ; then they onghe to be beard: But 
arris e former is true. Therefore, G. (I hope, 


Mere is no Injury done you, in reducing this Branch 
x op · the Form of Argument.) Now, Sir, the Proba- 
r Re N of your Miner (which was the All of your Bu- 
diem Ness) is wanting; and fo your Ground ceaſes to be 
of Ground, till you have rendred a Reafon, why we 
dib auld believe it to be One: Eſpecially, when we 
at the age, that both Reaſon and Religion perſwade us, 
ſuchy I. make an Inference contradictory, in Terms, to 
ir not N of yours, 24h), Do you not fee, (if you do 
ano Fall beſides your ſelf do) how your Ground doth 
(ye, Preceflarily infer the hearing of the Curates, as 
) join &; as of the Indulged, as ſuch? For, why ſhould 
whe e One be more ſcrupled at, than the Other, if 
r Mi- P be no Approbation - either; in the Caſe ? on 
Witt? 


| 
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with what Show of Reaſon (except we will abanſ au 
Reaſon, and give up our ſelves to the Impoſing 
ſuch,as will,wichConfidence impoſe their Dream 
us as the Rule.) can it be pleaded, That the Hear, t 
theCurates,as ſuc h, is an Approbation of them, 4H. 
but the Hearing of the Indulged,as being ſuch, im 
no Approbation of them, as being ſuch ? Sir, you 
remember, the next Titne, to ſatisfſy us in Th 
And till then, you will not quarrel, that we Rg 
feſs, You have given us Confidence to oppoſe yt 
But, for Anſwer, 3dly, Take it more fully ing 
following Sorites, If we hear any Miniſter, we mh 
hear him, as having a Right to preach in ſuch; 
{ſuch a Place; if we hear him, as having a Right, thi 
we hear him, as ſent ( for that gwes him che R 
preach ; and warrants, yea, obliges us to hey; 
And if as ſent, then ſent by ſome having a Right 
fend : And if we cannot join with him, except 
approve of his Right to preach in ſueh a Place; i; 
we cannot join with him, except we approvel 
Miſſion to ſuch a Place; and this we cannot app 
except we approve the Right of him, who comte 
ſionates and ſends him to ſuch a Place, Now, Whre 
it you pleaſe to go down the Steps of this Ly "I 
whereby we have aſcended, you will fee on way, 
Ground your Propoſal ſtands. The King of Halver 
hath aſſumed the Right (by virtue of his Suprema Cur; 
to do in all Church Matters, as he in his royal Mir; 
dam ſees fit) of ſending Miniſters to ſuch and Uk kh 
Places; and according to his Right (having fo dn 
tuch and ſuch Miniſters qualified for diſcharging aky 
Othce of the Miniſtry in ſuch reſpective Places) N Ord. 
hath given them his Poteſtative Miſſiun, called WE fych 
Indulgence ; and thele Miniſters are gone to them A Odit 
{pective Places, where they preach, and have, mit 
| al 


me 1 
lex 


| Propoſal Second anſwered. © 99 
wang tal Exerciſe of their Miniftry, by virtue of his 
nao, who ſent them thither : And from this rc- 
"Ws our Obligation to hear. Sir, I pray you, think 
rf this, when you have Leaſure; for we judge 
Allr ſelves obliged to think upon it ; and fo much 
1p: more to think upon it, as you ſeem not to con- 
You Wer it. 3 

u 189 The Second 2 is wrapped up in your 


We Nr Ground, runs thus in Form, When and 
ole wbereſoever the Ground of Offence, given by 


Miniſters, is not ſuch, as doth pollute the Ordi- 


uch ſs cannot, nay, there ought not to be any withdraw- 
5 ing from Ordinances fo diſpenced. Bur, in the 
Cafe of the Indulged, as ſuch, it is ſo: Therefore 
her Auer. 1 /t, To ſay nothing of your Major, how 
Ugltal ames it chat you ſtill forget to prove your Minor, 
cemMyhich you know we deny? 24h), How oft, Sir, 
ical 1 be put, by the Laxneſs and Latitude of your 
eaſoning, to put you in Remembrance, that by the 
eme Way of Reaſoning, you perſwade us to hear 
ond the Curates, 4s ſuch? And however, I believe, you 
W, Shave a ſpecial Kindneſs for your Indulged Friends, 
Lab jet I ſhall be loath to think you deſięn to ſteal a 
n N Courteſy upon the Curates; and yet it is evident 
Bri werery One, (whatever be your Intention) that the 
ren Curates are as much obliged to you, as the Indulged 
Mae; and they, in the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, 4s 
4 ab, no leſs commended: and endeared to the People, 
„da than the Indulged, as ſuc h. But, 3d), Sir, Let me 
n ak you, what you mean here by/the Pollution of the 
cen) Ordinances ? If you mean, That they have done no 
led i lach Thing, as puts them in mala fide to diſpenſe the 
| Odinances, in ſuch and ſuch Plaees; then, as it is 
2] Vilerable Begging of what is to be proved, this Aſ- 
J „ ſertion 


us nances diſpenſed by them; There and then, there 


IGO Ground Firſt of 
{zrtion is the ſame with the Firſt; and we pose, 
tively aſſert it, upon good Grounds, (ahead App 
held forth) to be falſe, If you mean, th cc 
whoſoever the Perlon be, who diſpenſes the Orb/dit, 
nances (if ever he had a Right to diſpenſe thenjſſtish: 
yet, both giving and granting, be hath no Right i uul 
diſpenſe them in that Place; nay, that his v ditie 
Coming to that Place, hath for the preſent julily A vit 
capacitate him, for the Exerciſe of that Office then i tat 
iceing, by this very Deed, he is guilty of high Di ae 
loyalry againſt Him, who gave him his Commiſſonſ N 
Yer, ſinee the dupſtance af the Ordinances 1s not v ve 
tiate, he ſhould be ſtill owned ; It is fo groſs, ai de 
will give any Man Ground to build upon your Fou n 
dation, and to reaſon thus: That, if a Man, uc 
by doing that, whereby he becomes guilty ot L ut 
Majeſty againſt him, who made him an Ambaſlada, f 
and ſo forefaults his Right, may, and ought ſtillu WI 
be owned, as an Ambaſſador; even while in tiFtins 
Act of Diſhyalty to him, who gave him his Com tn 
miſſion, What Reaſon is there, why he, who we Cu 
ver had a Right, or Miſſion, providing he do m 
vitiate the Subſtance of the Ordinances, ſhould nan! 
be likewiſe owned? And then, alas! what becoms po 
of the Credit of the Miniſtry ? ler 
24ly, Sir, Howeyer in your Firſt Ground, you att: 
pleaſed to rake it for granted, and, inficad of p fd 
ving it. ſuppoſe it, as that which may not be call n 
in queſtion, T hat hereby ns Approbation of the Indulge Je 
can be neceſſrrily inferred, &c. Yet you cinnoriJ)0 
ignorant, nor diſſemble your Knowledge, That t fe 
Contradiction of this your Propoſal and Ground 8 cht 
One of the main Pillars, upon which theſe fſerias Hl 
Chriſtians, who ſeruple the Hearing of the [ndelgel, [i 
yulld their Oppolition theręto: Becauſe they W 0 
th 


| Propoſal Second anſwered, 101 
ve poblife, how bearing them, as ſuch, doth not import their 
abe Approbation of them, as being ſuch, And therefore; 
„ thaffit concerned you, in Point of Conſcience and Cre- 
Or dt, to have ſaid ſomething, which might have ſa- 
then l tstied their Scruple. But becauſe, Sir, the poor, 
1ght u uuly Anti- eraſtians are not reduced to ſuch a Con- 
is ven ation, as to be boaſted out of any of their Holds 
lily U vith Wind and Words; and to make it appear, 
then that the Matter here is of greater Moment, than we 


ah Di ue to be Hifled, or Huffed from Adheſion to it with 
fon: Noiſe of Words, which are Debtors, for all the 


not / rength that is in them, to the Confidence of the 
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geaker. May it not be enquired, ſeeing the Cu- 
tes (at leaſt many of them) do no more depend 
upon Prelacy, as to the Exerciſe of their preſent Mi- 
nltry, than the Indulged do depend npon the Supre- 
wy, or on the Rulers Acting by Virtue thereof; 
Whether an owning of the Indulged, and ſubmit- 
ung to them, and their Miniſtry, be not a Submit- 
ting to the Supremacy ; as well as Hearing of the 
Curates, and ſubmitting to their Miniſtry, is a 
Countenancing of Prelacy ? So that if you grant it 
u the Latter, The Hearing of the Curates, is an Ap- 
probation of Prelacy and the Crates, as ſuch; it 
kems ſo ſtrange, how you ſhould deny, that the 
tearing of the Indulged, as ſuch, is an Approbation 
« the Indulgenoe and Swpremacy ; as I mult profeſs 
and 1 know many are of the ſame Opinion with 
ne) I never expect to hear a ſatisfying Reaſon from 
jou for- this, which, without all Reaſon, you 
Would have us aſſent unto as a Firff Prin- 
ple, not to be debated, But further, Sir, for 
alwg my ſelf a little, and cutting you out more 
affeult Work (ſince you will be working) I refer 
9, Fir, to what is ſaid, in The HifFory of the In- 

| : dulgence 


* 


— 


never be owned ſuch, as to pollute the Ordinances, & 


* 


1 Ground Firſt of 
dulgence, pag. 131, 132. wherein it is proved, Al 
yond your Diſprovings, That the Entry of the kuk 
dulged did both give the Riſe to, and eltabliſh ÞF 
Supremacy, in its Exerciſe ; So that a Submiſſion 
their Miniſtry, thus entred, and officiating, as ſuch be 
is inſeparable from a direct and downright Appm ot 
bation of the Indulgence, and the Uſurpation of ul 
Indulger. 2dly, You will find it made out in ths 
lame Hiftom, Pag. 135. Queſt. 38. That, as th 6 
countenancing and hearing of Curates, is a virtwlf®* 
Approving ot their ſinful Way of Entry; ſo t a 
Countenaneing and Hearing of the Indulged, inf 
Countenancing and Approving of their ſinful W it 
of Entry, (the Sinfulne(s whereof may be ſeen ff > 
the whole of that Hiſtory, eſpecially the Twelve Hul bt 
therein partſeularly proſecuted.) 5 fre 

And, whereas you ſay, The Ground of Offence 8 


For Anſwer to this, ſee Hiſtory of Indulgence, a 
20. Where the Ground of Offence is ſhewed to Ae 
their material Renunciation of their formal, Mans 
terial Conveyance of Authority to preach ; and! 
ceiving poteſtative Miſſion from the Eraſtian Mag 
trate ; (Sir, if you had read this, you would 
been better adviſed, ere you had ſet down thi 
Ground, unleſs you judged your naked Aſſerti 7 
ſhould paſs for a Ground, in Contradiction to lWj* 
much fold Reaſon: Bur it will only paſs ſo, wil 
your ſelf.) Sec, likewiſe Page 16. Rem. 12. See lil 
wiſe, Pag. 70, 71, 72. Where Mr. Blair's Anſwer * 
vindicated; and where you will find it proved, th 
the Indulged, in receiving their Inſtructions, haften 
declared themſelves not to be the Servants and A. 
baſſadors of Chriſt; but of the Magiltrate : 


te 


therefore can be owned, as no other, See like 


of Propoſal Second anſwered, 103 
e whole 15# Head of Arguments, where, in ſeveral 
uticulars, the contrary of this Aſſertion (by you 
led a Ground, or Argument) is proved, begin- 

Ing at Page 80 & Seqq. See alſo, how the Accep- 


FA 


= ance of this Indulgence is at length proved to be 


. Jn Homologating of the Supremacy ; eſpecially from 
YA he 6:h Particular of the III Head, to the End. Page 
in 94, © dd. See moreover, the 10th Partieular 
be VI. Head, Pag. 100. where it is made evi- 
Int, that Miniſters, by this Acceptance of the In- 
ulgence, became as formally ſubject to the Magiſ- 
4, ue in Matters Eccleſiaftical, as Sheriffs are in Civil. 
1] Wal to the ſame Purpoſe, the Arguments adduced 
n fi Mr. Smith againſt the Curates, applied to the 
7, ;Jndulged. See moreover the Queſtions, cited in Re- 
fence to the following Ground, Pag. 136, 137, 
nee 8. And let me add to thele the following Paſ- 
„ Sls. See the Difference betwixt their preſent, and 
„ Poiemer Exerciſe of their Miniltry; Pag. 130. Their 
to {eouncing their former Miſſion. ibid. Their exer- 
Mu ing of their Miniſtry, as receiving it not alone 
nd le Chriſt, Page 131. Their recognoſeing another 
4vitlupreme Head and Power over the Church, ibid. 
Id Haallbeir not being ſet over the People by the Holy 
un thalaoh, ibid. And the Relation of the Indulgence to 
ae Supremacy, ibid. Thus, Sir, you fee what 
to wuble you have put me to, in pointing forth all 
> wülleſe Places to you; which, if you had been at the 
dee llkuns to to have read, before you began to have 
CeriPicten this Paper, in order to the Information of 
d. thaſſour- judgment; I am ſure, you had either never 
- *woubled us with your Paper, or you could not have 
d And the Confidence, to have ſent us your naked and 
. Ar{Fjune Aſſertions, inſtead of Grounds and Reaſons, 
ike wi ho had ſeen ſo much ſolid Reaſon adduced pos 
Ic I 


114 
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Queſtion z Suppoſe then, if an Uſurper ſhould 


as: | - Ground Firſt of | 
Contrary of what you aſſert. And I will be (iliac 
this Opinion, till, by your Anſwer, you eſtablii{{b 
this Ground upon the Ruin of all that, which xd 
ſolidly and ſatisfyingly faid, in the Places cited 
bove. But, . 
I (hall ſhut up all, I will now ſay upon this By 
of your Firſt Greund, by asking you a ſimple, ply 
lo 


rife, in a well conſtituted Kingdom, and violent 


thrult from their Charge all the Officers of Stay lum 


and lawful Rulers within the ſame ; and ſomſ dei 
Time thereafter, without (by a formal Sentence )#ſhun 


nulling their former Commiſſion, they had from il 


lawful Magiſtrate, ſhould (having Firſt arrogate nf de 
himſelfall that Power competent to the lawful kiq os 
which he had procured, by the Perſons who Ion 
upon the ſame Confpiracy with him, to be fettki il 
upon him, by ſomething, having the Force of an 
Law:) by the open and avowed Exerciſe of tif A 
Utſurpation, in his own Name, conſtitute the ſam N 
Perſons, either in the ſame Places of the Land, what} | 
in formerly they had ſerved their lawful Prince; q vi 
in whatſoever other Places he thought fit, unde Pu 
ſuch and ſuch Limitations, as were declarative only Jun 
of this, Thar he ſent them thither to officiate, anda 
they acted in theſe Stations according to his l lu 
ſtructions, and as being ſent by him, and ſubordę ID 
nate to him; and if they ſhould thankfully I}: 
cept of the ſame Appointments, as a Favour, auff 
enter, upon the ſame Warrant, to officiate and er NN 


erce theſe Offices: Whether ſuch as did own theſtÞar 


Men, as their lawful Rulers, and did carry in al U 
Reſpects, toward them, as ſuch, by cheerful attend: 
ing upon them, in their Courta, aſſiſting them ufd 
their Offices, ſubmitting, as formerly, to their 4 6 


Propoſal Second anſwered, tos 
be fil euces, and yielding Obedience thereto, would po 
eſtablhtto be guilry of the Uſurpation, and of Le ſe-Majeſiy 
nich 1slud high D:floyalty againſt their lawful Kine, eſpe- 
cltedyully, he being, in the mean Time, managing open 
ar againſt che Uſurper, and fully able to recover 
this Paſſhs Right, and deſtroy him, only hedelayedgt a little, 
e, phafh the End he mieht take a Proof of his Subjects 
ould loyalty and Fidelity to him; charging all of them, 
10lenthF]u the mean Time, upon their higheſt Peril, not to 
f S emply wich the Ulurper, and to endeavour, in 
1d fomFtheir ſeveral Stations and Capacities, to extirpate 
nee Y ha, aceord ing to their Oath of Allegiance and Fide- 
romtleFlty ? Now, let the Acceprers of the Indulgence 
ate thIthemielyes, let your ſelf, and the reſt of the Plead- 
1] King Jos and Perſwaders to hear them, and all che Per- 
o ve fons prevailed with, conſider it; for, as no Doubt, 
Hof you ( if you did not pereeive where it would 

ce of nd) would, in the fuppoſed Caſe; give David's 
ft thyF Anſwer, 2 Sam xii. 5. So I give you Nathan' An- 
e ſane ner to David, verſe 7. All of you are the Aen. 
whe} Or to bring the Matter cloſſer Home, (har, if you 
ice; Jill not be convinced, others may, and I hope will:) 
unde ISuppoſe then, That ſome of theſe Rulers, had been ſo 
re och unfaichful and diſſoyal to their lawful King, as to 
e, alacept of this new Grant; and others were abſo- 
Ws Wihrely againſt that Acceptance, as an Act of high 
1bords Diſloyalry, and did diſſwade the Subjects, under the 
ly „un of incurring the Diſpleaſure of their lawful 
r, Alling, to own ſuch, 2s Rulers: Yet, there were a 
id er Number, who, while they did ſeem to be reluctant, 
| theſe nd to heſitate the receiving of the ſame from the 
in al Ulurper, d1d yer countenance and encourage tuch, 
trend ho had, periwading all the Subjects to ſubmit to 
em Vithem, as lawful Rulers, in the mean Time, op po- 
ir x. Ing and perſecuting the few Rulers and Subjects, 
—_— 7 £ Who 


Conſpiræey and Treaſon. againſt the lawful Prin 


goes [- -- Ground Firſt of 
who openly withſtoed the Uſurper himſelf; his ne 
Officers, or Emiſſaries, as likewiſe all theſe, w 
encouraged the Men ſent, as Rulers, by the Uf 
per, and ſeduced the People into a Subimiſſion um 
them, as lawful Rulers, as equally guilty of iff 


with the Accepters of that Ofhee : I ſay let this 
the Suppoſition ( as it is perfectly in our Caſe ) an 
then, as I leave it at the. Door of your Conk 
ence to give Sentence, ſo it concerns your ſelf, x 
all the Men of the like Practice, to think ſeriouſ 
what the exalted Prince, whoſe Throne is uſurp 
and his Houſe taken in Poſſeſſion by the Ent 
wHl judge of your Courſe and Carriage, in 
Caſe, Sir, I ſay it again, Bethink your {ell 
Time. 


As for your ſubjoined, It would be adverted, | — 
which, through Inadvertency ſeems to be broqſf an 
in here.) However, I (hall refer it to its prog... 
Place, to be conſidered; (where you mention van 


dangerous and deſtructive Intonveniencies of! uf bi 
Rent, yet) 1 ſhall here drop a few Words in, ;. 
{wer to it. And, 1}, Sir, it would be adverted,! bope 
Sin is the greateſt of all Inconweniencies; and 
this is to be found on the Side of the Hearers, 1 
vident by what is {aid above; as allo upon the 
of the Perſwaders to it: And if this had been 
Tioully adverted unto, that poor Church and | 
nant had been long ago delivered from that wit 
ed Indulgence, with all its diſmal Effects. And] 
would advert, whether, by ſuch Kind of Plead 
you do not water, warm and fix that, Which 
will pluck up by the Root, as no Plant of bis planit 
But, 2dly. Let me anſwer by Way of Quel 
What Inconveniences would follow Withdraw 
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Propoſal Second anſwered, 


ny. were Univerſal ; as we plead it ſhould ? (ex- 
Mes that the Indulged might ar laſt be made to re- 
Ju her from whence thy are fallen, which were a 
unit Delivery to the Church of God.) I ſay, ex- 


pt their being recovered our of this Snare, and be- 
nz made ſenſible of their Sin; and thereby alſo o- 
ers ſhould be deterred, from following the like 
durles; be ſuch a deſtructive and dangerous In- 
nyeniency ; and a Matter that will give fo ęreat 
Mf:nce ro the Church, as we ſhould beware of de- 
g any Thing, that may tend to the producing of 
x Effect? And why, then, ſhould the Incon- 


ne nencics, which only natively follow upon the not 
Poing of what is pleaded for, be fathered and fixed 
el don the Courſe it ſelf, which, if duly followed, 


ould prove the ſovereign Remedy of a ſick and 
ined Church, and the perfect Cure of all theſe 
W-comveniencies, otherwiſe not to be cured, or pre- 


ented ? | 
n Your 24 Ground is laid down thus, That we 
f t uf fill own theſe ( ſay you) 45 eur Brethren, what- 
in! 


er be the preſent, ſad Difference, xith whom we are One, 
be, in Chriſt, and in the great Concerns of Truth 
W4 Godlineſs, in the ſame Dottrine and Principles i 
851 e Church For in theſe we differ not in Theſi, what- 
be er the Application hereof is Matter of Difference; 
ten , ſbeuld be tender to judge, in ſo far 4s they pro- 
| (hom we ſo 4 uredly know to be bath ſerious and 
) in their Oppoſition both to the Prelatick and 
1 Adver ſary. 

ca Anſwer. 18. To reduce then your Second Ground 
ie onliſting and made up of an aggregate Aſſertion, 
mu the Anticipation ot Objections ) to the Form o 
eh Argument, it runs thus, We are to Account theſe, 
WU brethren, who are One with us, we hope, in Chr 1 - 
2 I 
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. Ground Second of 
in the great Concerns of Truth ard Godlineſs, and in il 


fame Dittrine and Principles of the Church: But th 


indulged are ſuch. Therefore &e. Your Majir | 
true, and I chearfully grant it. But your My 
will take a great Deal of proving, And this it ſeen 
you have thought good to reſerve to a more fit 0} 
portunity ; tho* any Man might have judged, Ih 
now was rhe Time, or never, to have done it; lin 
your Ground is no Ground at all, till this be pn 
ved. And fo, y cu ſce what becomes of your ( 
cluſien, Io long as your Minor is not proved. 
But, it may be, you judge this ſuffieient Prob 
on ; Fer we differ not (lay you) in Thefs ; Whit 
fo the End we may perceve its juſt Force, I |; 
thus put in Form,. We are One in the Doctrine 
Principles of the Kink of Scotland. with all theſe, i 
differ not from u,, as to theſe Principles, in Theſi. A 
irt thus 1t may be tubtumed. But theſe who are in 
direct Oprofition to us, as to the Principles, in Hf 
theli, may aſent to us in Theſi, Therefere theſe n 
are in a dirett Oppoji:ion to ac, as to theſe Principle 
Hy pot heft, ay be One with us, as to theſe Prindijt 
And centequemly, rhe Prelanick Curates protell 
ur Principles in The; bur, in Hypothefi, explil 
ing and applying rhem, to ſupport their Prach 
in Confornine ro Prelacy: Yea, and jeſuites prot 
ſme our Privciples, in Tei, (for you cannot þ 
know thar, in 7hep, they ſpeak as much again 
dolatry, as we do:) But explaining and apply! 
al! in Hypotheſi, to the tupporting of Annchul 
Kn:gdom ot Darknets, mult be treated, as our wi 
beloved Brethren ; One with us in Doctrine a 
Principles. You ice, Sir, how you run too fall, 
too far, to be followed by any Man of Conteie 
Is wrong Application of general Theſez (to ulec 
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* Propoſal Second anſwered, 109 
un Words) fo light a Matter, in it ſelf, or of fo 
He Moment, in our Caſe ; iecing the whole Streſs 
s in the Application, that you take Liberty, to 
rite lo laxly and looſely ? If you ſhould tay, The 
inciples and Doctrine ot the Church of Scotland, 


0 e not applicable to Popery and Prelacy : The In- 
I idity and Inſignificancy of this, in the pretent 


lle, is eaſily evinced, by ſhewing, They are as ap- 
leible to theſe, as to Eraſtianiſm. But, 2. The 
o tion of the foregoing Argument (viz, That we 
e one in Theſi.) is ſtill unproved, and will take 
uch Probation, Becauſe, to be One in The, (even 
tis ſuppoſed by your ſclf) is to agree in all 
ſuwer ſal Propoſetions, as to the Church of Scotland. 
ut that the receiving of Miſſions from the civil 
lgiltrate, to fuch and ſuch Places, ſo and fo eir- 
ullantiate, is pure putide Eraſtiani ſm, is a known 
d Univer ſal Propoſition, and contained in the Prin- 
ples of the Church of Scotland; and as to that, 
e ue nor One. Therefore, it is manifeſt we dit- 
r from them, in Tyeſi; and that, by this Accep- 
vez, they have departed from the Principles of the 
burch of Scotland. 

Bur further, Sir, as to what you ſay of their 
ing Brethren, in this Ground; mult either relate 
tei Chrittianity, ſumply conſidered; which as 
willingly grant; ſo you gain Nothing by this 
tant: For it is not to the Purpoſe ; ſeeing there 
e o:her Things required in theſe, who are to diſ- 
ate Ordinances, than their being Chriſtians; ha- 
iz the Root of the Matter in them, and found 


nt 
ph 
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, wa « „ . g 
e che Frinciples of Religion, and in that Reſpect, 
. Mehren. Or, it relates to their Miniferial Capa- 


y ; and fo the Second is che fame, in all Reſpects, 
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"C00 | Ground Second of 
with the Third (viz, They are yet our Brethill. 
Miniſters of the Goſpel : Therefore to be heard.) 0. 1 
if there be any Difference, this muſt be it, That th p 
Strength of the Second conſis in cheir being Or:4®: 
dor Miniſters; and of the Third, in their þ 
ing Miniſters Simpliciter, whether Orthodox 
nor, 

But leaving the Third to be conſ:dered in its om 
Place, may I not oppoſe to what is here ſaid, off 
Lord's Rule of Judging Miniſters, not by their B 
feſſion, but by their Practice; not by their beaut 
ful Bloſſoms, but by their ſweet, ſavory and Golp 
adorning Fruits, Matt. vii. 20, ? J know this 
uſually interpreted of falſe Doctrine (in which 
ſpect the Doctrine maintaining the Lawfulneß i 
the Indulgence, comes very juſtly to have its Shar 
But why it ſhould not be applicable to Deeds ai 

ſo, contrary to found Doctrine, I ſee not, It 
an uſual Thing for Men, when blinded with Pl 

jndice, to grant the Premiſſes, and yet err as to i 

\ Concluſion ; for this is engraven on the Way of man 

Video meliora, proboque, deteriora Sequor, * 
Whatſoever theſe ſerious and godly Men g 
feſs of their Oppoſition, both to the Prelatick and E 

fian Adver ſary; yet many, who dearly love them, 

would be far from raſh and groundleſs judging 
them,are made to lement over them, and are forced 

fee with a ſad Hease, how they have, by their b 

Acceptance of that Indulgence,fortified and compl 

with both; eſpecially with the Larter, no lels, 

not more deadly and dangerous to the Church 

Scotland, than the Former, And for my own PF 


eonten 
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may 
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E i. e. I ſee and approve better Things, I follow ws 


Propoſal Second anſwered, 111 
o be plain with you; however I love ſome of them 
larly, and I hope to do ſo till I dy; yet, in their 
ding ſo and fo, as they have done, and continue 
odo, I am fo far from judging my ſelf called, 
this Caſe, to look upon them, or carry towards 
n, as Brethren, or towards your ſelf, as in the 
urſuit of this your Deſign, (whereby the Cauſe is 
ore certainly deſtroyed, than by their Acceptance) 
ag: 1 woul1 not know, how toanſwer my own Con- 
nee. or how to have Confidence to appear before 
judge, if I did not witneſs my Love to the 
zuſe of the Church of Scotland, and the glorious 
rerelt of our Exalted Prince; yea, and my Love 
them, and your felf, in contending with them, 
hile they continue in their Courſe: and with you, 
file you continue in yours, as with the moſt 
ar Wted of Enemies. And, as I have laid my Recko- 
ng, With laying my ſelt open hereby to all your 
dings, and Laſhings, with an Eye to him for 
| "Sith and Patience; ſo it he do not deſert me, 
to let him not!) you both may lay your Reckon- 
mi that, as long as poor inſignificant I am out of 


(4, 


01 


Grave, and breath above Ground, they and you 


here ſuch an Oppoſition to their Carreer, 
your Courſe, as He ( without whom I can do 
0m," Wothing, or ſay Nothing to Purpoſe) will help me 
make. And, Sir, I wonder how untender you 
of the Credit of theſe, for whom you ſo zealouſ- 
ſontend, in ſeeking, 0 often, to confound us 
Po lomewhat worſe than a deep Silence (that ſo 
y fay what you will, and they do what 
Me pleaſe) by telling us, how ſerious, how ſound, 
how good the Men are. And here again, es, 
you) we ſhould be tender to judge them in ſo fare 

. tory profeſs (whom we ſo afjuredly know to be both 


feri- 


t12 Ground Second of | 

ſerious, and godly) in their Oppoſition, both to the 5. 
tarick, and Eraſtian Adver ſary. I fay, your mg 
tioning of this io often, and making Ute of ix, 
a Mids, tempts me once more to ask you, Whem 
the deriouſneſs of not a te of them appeared agair 
Prelacy ? Was it in going to hear Curates ? A 
is this the Teſt of theScrioutneſs of all of them again 
Eraſtianiſm, that they have accepted an Indulgene 
Iſhall purtue this no farther : But I hope there: 
Thouſands, who will no more judge themlel 
obliged, to think the better of the Indulgence, | 
cauſe of the Goodneſs of the Acc:prers, than th 
Jjudee them(clyes called to love the Golden=calf 
much the better, becauſe Aaron made it. 

But, to bring all 1 (hall ſay, at preſent, on 
your Second Ground, to a Cloſe, and to render 
a Reaſon for what is {a1d immediately above; wh 
told you, I durſt not, while ſuch and ſuch, | 
upon them, and carry rowards them, as Brethn 
J here give you a direct Contradiction to your! 
cond Ground. You may remember your Se 
Ground in Form runs thus, We are te account! 
Brethren, &. Now, I give you, I ſay, ad 
Contradiction to yours, in this Form, The 
are not one with us, in the great Concerns of the Tr 
and in the Doft ine and Principles of the Churi! 
Scotland, ought not to be looked upon, carried in 
or pleaded for, a5 Brethren, while they continue . E 
But ſuch are the Indulged. Theretore —. Her, e An. 
you fe: my Guclu ſion is a perfect ContradictionF: | 
yours; The majer Propoſition, you neither wil, 
can deny ; for it is nothing, but what is WF men 
up in vour own, and wheretnto it mult be reſo Word 
(theſe Qualficarions menriones in this your Ge from: 
being by you conjunctly afligned, as the Cauley , 5; 
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potherhood :) All the Debate is about the Minor, 
hich I ſhall prove, by an Induction of Particulars ; 
herein, by this Acceptance, it is evident, they are 
ane out from us, and deparred from the true Prin- 
iples of the Church of Scotland: And therefore, as 
«bh, and while continuing ſuch, are not to be look- 
upon, or carried towards, as Brethren, and One 
th us in Principles. Therefore, beſides what was 
rought, demonſtrative of this, in ſpeaking to the 
it Ground; take theſe Things further, for evin- 
ng of this. 1f, They are Eraſtian in their Practi- 
s at leaſt, as you will fee it made out, Hiſtory of 
Ilg. pag. 12, 13. Remark 7. But leſt you ſhould 
y, This comes ſhort of a Probation; ſince, hence 
1s not evinced, they differ from us, in Principles. 
oweyer even here, your are at a {ad Loſs, in patro- 
ung Men, 4s ſuch, and while ſuch, whole Practice, 
hatever they pretend to be their Principles, or O- 
lon, is directly contrary unto, and deſtructive 
the Principles of the Church of Scotland. And 
ee more, give me Leave here to tell you, Since 
re is ſo plain a Contradiction, in their Practiee, to 
ur Second Conceſſion, it ſeems ſtrange how, by your 
ading, you plead upon Grounds, whereby you 
erlere with your ſelf ; and, when clofly put to it, 
e mult either yield your Plea, or part with your 
| rondWeeſſeons, Next, It is evidently made our, they 
ne UH Eraſtian in their Principles, and oppoſite to the 
ler, e Anti-Eraftian Principles ot the Church of Ho- 
cond: For this, ſee it proved, pag. 61. C ſegg. 
vil, ere the Narrative tells us, that the Ind ulged hold, 
is mention this Aſertion, not to be agreeable to 
rel Word of Ged, Ce. viz; That we could not re- 
11 4 from the Magiſtrate any Inſtruction 4, jor regula- 
Guß , in the Exerciſe of aur Miniſtry. Which 18 an 

| K Traſtian 
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Erajtian Afſſertion, and a Paſſing from the Prineipihc 1 
of our Church; yea, a Subverſion of that, whighulgec 
ſupports the whole Frame of Presbyterian Goyenfil! 
ment. See, for further Conviction and Confirm 
tion, pag. 24, how the Term ONLY, Was deli 
rately left out, in Mr. Hutchiſon's Speech to ion 
Cow cil, in Name of the Firſt Ten, who were ile acd 
dulged; and that they have not, and do not pf mn 
the Part of Brethren, in that they concur actively a ſhould 
effectually with the King and Council's Deſign, and * 
have the Land freed of Conventicles, which by thats 
Practice they condemn : See pag. 16, 17. See alloillo be © 
XI. Head of Arguments. Sec allo, how the WIA ot! 
Embracing of the Indulgence is proved to be, uni Amon 
the Matter, a Recognition of a Power in the Kin il. 
to do, in, and by bis Council, in Churt b-Mauad wunt 
3 he pleaſe:h; and how the Indulgence bears in i dere 
ace and Front the very Lineaments and Features doug 
the Supremacy, pag. 31, 32. See moreover, be tle N 
the Receiving of the Infkructions bewrayed a Fallw , You 
from former Principles, pag. 41. See allo the. ley ar 
ſner to the Narrator his Alledgeance and Inferens bed \/ 
while he faith, That he hopeth, no Man, in Reaſa ter, 
can alledge Mr, Hutchiſon his receding from tl ti; In 
Principles of the Church, in the Matter, pag. 8 1 
84. And how contrary the Indulgence is to Pre 
byrerian Principles ; ſee it in the XI Head of Ar 
ments, pag. 99, 92. As allo, ſce how Eraſtianilt 
is hercby ettabluhed, pag. 97. As likewiſe is mal 
out, in the th Particular of the VII Head, pag, 10 
Puling the VIII Head of Arguments, whereby it 
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m-de evident, how the Hands of the Prelates, tl 
ſtared and profeſſed Enemies to our Principles ant 
Government, are ſtregthned: 1tha!l clote my Prod 
of the Minor, by deliring you to take Notice, hott 

Pe 
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ebe 130. ſuch as ſeruple to hear and own the In- 
cu uged, are vindicate, by this, That the Way of 
reraliteir Entry is repugnant to our former Doctrine, 
nulknneiples and Practices, carried on, ſince the Be- 
elnhenning of the Reformation. Now, Sir, you fec 
) Mor my Minor is proved, and fo the Cncluſion mult. 
rene acquielced in, viz, That neither I, nor any Man 
dhenning the Principles of the Church of Scotland, 
Val bould or ought to look upon the Induleed, . as ſuch, 
1 Ind while continuing ſuch, as Men of the ſame Prin- 
halleiples with the Church of Scotland: Nor are they 
al be carried towards, 4s Brethren, till they return, 
way otherwite, than by witneſſing againſt them, and 
aladmoniſhing them, Cc. to repent, and forſake rhe 
KinWEvil, of their Way. Thus, Sir, you have an Ac- 
An aunt of my 1 gr of your Two firſt Grounds, 
n rderein lay the All ot your Strength. In going 
es trough the Relt, I (hall be brief, ſceing they are of 
Alle Moment, or Weight. | | 
un Your Third Ground is laid down thus, That 
W they are ſuch, we muſt own (ſay you) to be the undeu- 
ene ted Miniſters of Chriſt, cloathed with a Miniſterial 
Aol ner, to preach and diſpenſe. the Ordinances, ere ever 
he Indulgence was on Foot, theſe being Acts of their 
* lice, which flows from no. Convey, or Grant of the 
Prod Magiſtrate to ſuch Places; and that by virtue of 
4 ber Office and Calling, the Peoples Ty ftandeth fill 
nia Force to hear them, with reſpett to that primary 
ak — oy were under, as Officers of the Church 
ver ſal. 
1 4 Anſwer, 1f, Sir, Let me tell you, That this 
ay Ground is expreſly brought by Mr. Smith, but 
and} ith a great deal of more Diſtinctneſs, Streugth and 
* Goncludeney, on the Behalf of the Curates; and 
hon red by the lame Author; And it is by Mr. 
2 8 = Brow 
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Brown applied to the Indulged, pag. 159. Oh;,1Þfn f 
And fo I remit your ſelf to the forecited Place, nd! 
Anſwer to what you ſay here: And I deſueallfors 
whom by yours you would perſwade to a Samen unce 
of Opinion with your ſelf, to conſider what is thr And 
ſaid; and then I do not fear but the Reaſon, undi 
Religion both, which is found on the other Side, willſyou : 
determine them to a Diſſent from you, on ſuch i Bu 
Ground. And here, Sir, you muſt ſuffer me againyſ gore 
put you in Mind, how all your Provings prove xbat 
thing for your Indulged Friends; but they conclt{F ancl 
the fame alſo for the Advantage of the Curates: Mu lion 
if you will peruſe and ponder what Mr. Smith faith I gd E 
as to the Curates, and with what Parity of Real Relat 
all is accommodate by Mr. Brown to the Indulgl int, 
in the fo ecited Place; it is impoſſible you { ofthe 
eſcape the Conviction, that either you have ſaid t 
thing, to the Advantage of the One, by this Granting N 
and Reaſon ; or elſe you have ſaid as much for tk ad 
Other: In both which Caſes, you will find uh 
lelf anſwered, Now, Sir, however it may ſeem neu I One, 
leis for me to ſay any more; ſince the whole of your, 
Ground is ſo fully anſwered, in the Place to wha t wi 
you are remitted: Yer, for a Second An ſum If hre 
would have you conſider, how, if your Ground vf tteret 
turned into Form, One of Two would neceſſai une 
follow, Firſt, That ſeeing, by Virtue of their O20 
dination, and getting thereby a primary Relation it 
the univer ſal Chr ch ; therefore they ought to pren ur 
where, and whenſoever they have Acceſs to miltfry 
Mention of His Name; and the People are obligif aden 
to hear them. But then, Sir, what Advantage baRÞ#:be 
you by this? For all that is hereby gained, is on but, 
in the General, that they are Miniſters, by Vireſ ud r 
of their being thus ſet apart, and getting a C _ ly tc 


Propoſal Secend anſmered, ol © 
U. Ion from Him, in whoſe Name they are to ſpeak, 
„ fund for whom they are hereby conttuute' Ambaſſu- 
e il drs; and therefore the People are to attend Ordi- 
dent umces diſpenſed by them, while thus Officiating, 
ther and if this be your Meaning, whom do you con- 
* mdict ? For we are as poſitive, in aſſerting it, as 
are. 
ach "Bur then, both giving and granting this, it 
aint noves no Ground* or Reaſon, for confirming of 
T flat you would thence concjude ; fince it only 
ela aneludes what we deny nor, and is not the Que- 
Add ton: And I wiſh, Sir, that many of your indul- 
fark gd Brethren had been more mindful of that their 
denn Relation to the Church, ariſing from their being 
ug {nt, and ſet apart for the Work of the Goſpel, and 
«the ind iſpenſible Obligation laid upon them, un- 
d Mi the Hazard of that heavy WO againſt non-preach- 
rolling Minilters, to have preached the Goſpel in Seaſon, 
or tad ot of Seaſon ; for then this unhappy Indulgence 
yen ad never exifted, But alas! 1 from the 
net One, was puniſhed with Acceptance of the Other. 
f you Or, 240, If you reduce your Argument to Form, 
wat will (to the End it may conclude what you would 
ſarr, I ke it) infer much more than you intend : And 
6 wit tterefore tis utterly improper and impertinent, for 
ani wneluding the Thing, for which it was adduced, 
ir sa Ground, And this, as it is evident to every One, 
1b it cannor eſeape your own Oblervation: For thus 
rea du reaſon, They were ſet apart for the Work of the Mi- 
miiifry antecedenter ts that Induſgence; Ergo, Ante- 
bligdsJitdenter 20 hat Indalgence they were Miniſters, related 
e han utbe uni ver ſal Church, and continue to be ſo, True: 
z of hut, ergo, they are Paltors, in ſuch and ſuch a Place, 
Vim ad related to ſuch a People, and have a particular 
4 ly to chat People and Place; and the People are to 
| OW?! 
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own them, as their ſent Miniſters, and lawful Pf run 
ſtors, is a ridiculous Non=ſequitur : (and yet, it js 11 0 
that whereon alone the whole Strength of your Re Malt 
ſon lies, and is the ſole Ground of your Inference) 
Becauſe that beſides his Relation to the Church um 
verſal, neccſſarily reſulting from a being ſet apart fo N 
the Work of the Miniſtry, there are many Things u ain 
quiſite to give them Confidence, to ſay, That thy theſe 
are ſet over ſuch a particular People and Flock Fj, ch. 
the Holy Ghoſt; and fo would warrant them un ch 
charge the People, in His Name and Authority, uh 
attend their Miniſtry, and ſubmit thereto, 4s ſu; Entry 
and to lay an Obligation upon the People to attealſÞjy, fr 
Ordinances, diſpenſed by them, as theſe, who ; x; | 
ſent unto them, and ſer over them in the Lon: .. 
Which Things, if they be wanting, as they are lu eg: 
Intruders, inſtead of lawful Paſtors to that Peopk 4 che 
ſo it is the People's Duty, if they can no otherwik Ader 
reſiſt their Intruſion, to withdraw from them. fie p 
Now to bring this home to the preſent Cafe, uA the 
der Debate, conſider, Sir, however the Indulgt be 
ceaſe not to be Miniſters to the uniferſal Churd, mill d. 
yet they are not tobe owned, as Paſtors to that FivYrjge.. 
ple, amongſt whom by this Indulgence they are ſett},p,,,, 
and ſo there is n» Obligation on the People to half, ,, 
or own them, as their Miniſters ; becauſe, by Whitey o 
very Way and Sintulnels of their Entry, they Mftence 
forefaulted all Right of adminiſtrating Ord inan hn y 
in that Place, and to that People: And this tf wee. 
have done fo many Ways, as it were 1mpertindgh al 
for me, here again, to repeat what is already ma tt {0 
ſo manifeſt; how, as to that Place and People, WKkenoſe 
are not the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, but Court. Al ob! 
rates, and Emiflaries, not having a poteſtative MijMilne or. 


by ſuch a Conveyance, as Chriſt the King 8 
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Pf Church, hath appointed: But inſtead thereof a 
tl ien and mere Mandate from the Uſurper of our 
| atter's Crown. See moreover, the many Particu- 
at irs, to the ſame Purpoſe, cited above. 


uw Moreover, it would be conſidered, howinſtead . 
„d Call from the People, the Peoples Liberty of 
STE alling, by this Mock-call, is taken from them; and 
chef theſe 1 wo put together, the Wrongs done to Chriſt, 
n the Matter of His Prerogative ; and to his Church 
nun the Matter of her Privileges, wherewith Chriſt 
„nch made her free: In the Way of theſe Mens 
al Entry, is more than ſufficient Ground of withdraw- 
teu re from them, and dilowning them: Unleſs you 
0 A. 155 from your Ground, that becauſe their Relati- 
or: n, zs Minitters, to the univerſal Church, doth not 
elf ſe: Therefore Nothing they can do, in the Way 
optz a their Entry to a particular Flock, can hinder 
rut der being owned, as lawfully ſent Miniſters by 

tat particular Flock, And this ( however it gives 
„il the Solid ity to your Ground that it bath, yet) 
ugs 0 groſs, as J am ſure, up6n ſecond Thoughts, you 
man de aſhamed of it: For, then, becauſe once Mi- 
t le ters, whatever Way they may be obtruded upon 
tri iFople, or intrude themſelves, yet being Mini- 
> WD Bfers antecedenter to that Obtruſion and Intruſion, 
by tt bey ought to be heard by the People, as Paſtors, 
" MMence, (as I faid before, your Ground proves more 
Yan ian you intended : _) not only Curates may and 
 Uleht to be heard and owned, as lawful Paſtors : 
mant alſo, ſuppoſing that Miniſters ſhould turn ne- 
mu ſo Heterodov, and there were no Judicatory to 
„ pole them from tbeir Miniſtry, the People are 
rl obliged to hear them ; becauſe they ſtill contt- 
Mia ordained Miniſters, But, if you ſay, You in- 


ot "Fd not to deny, Thar ſuch may be the Corruptions 
Aus 1 _— — of 
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Ghoſt, notwithſtanding of all you have ſaid; 


120  Groma Fourth of | 
of a Miniſter, though remaining a Miniſter, in} ber 
Way of Entry, as will infer no Obligation on Me 
People to own him as their Paſtor ; yea, whieh by 


| oblige them to oppoſe him, as a Wroneer of ti ul 


Lord and Maſter, and a Betrayer of the Church hy 
Liberties; Then I have what I would; till y 0 
have aniwered what hath been adduced abonff} fe 
whereby it was made evident, They had not g gn 
tered 1n by theDoor, but had climbed up by anale om 
Way: And thus the People; becauſe of that, f . 
ablolved from all Attendenee upon Ordinances & dlor 
peuſed by them; whom they have Reaſon to Mf 
upon, as Perſons, nor ſet over them by the ff zn 
You lay down your 4th Ground, or Reaſon, thy wg 
T hat this cannot be made practicable, except we taltiſ fab: 
very Government of the Church off its Hinges, with 
declarative Sentence; Since upon the Matter it ity... 
dram out one of the hig beſt Cenſures ag ainit jo cn; 
rable a Party of the Miniſtry, yea, to exerce 4 eri bly 
and juridical Power ſome way, not only over theſe v 4 | 
are Indulged, but over oft of the whole Noncoy rect 
miſts, who are ſtill free and enforced in Con ſciena adi, 
ewn ſuch in their Miniſtry, | 
Anſwer. Sir, Firſt, Confider, I pray you, One, + 
Two, that either your (elf and all, who may #4 \ 
ought to be concluded guilty by your Ground, itt 00 
hold good, are obliged to 1 for tabu fig 
the very Government of the Church off its Hing 
in withdrawing from the Curates, before there i 
a declarative Sentence of the Church paſſed agi dee 
them, as Perſons not to be heard: Or elſe, for Vil... 
dication of your own Practice, you are as much ol 
ged to ſhew the Invalidity of your own Gr 


and to make it evident, that ſuch a Practice wi 


| Propoſal Second anſwered, 12 I 
in! fer, the taking of the very Government of the Church 
ry Af ic: Hinges, as we are: unleſs you Judge you may 
une Uſe of a Ground and KReaſon again(t us, 
8 Mebereby an Argumem is put in the Mouth of the 
ehhleustes to condemn your ſelf, and all the Non- 
* enforming Party of 1 Church of Scotland. 2d), 
aan fe not on what this Aſſertion of yours ( for a 
* Wound, or Reaſon I cannot call ir; ſinee the Proof, 
note, make ie gprear luch, is wanting) is founded: 
nl, F. What Way can the Practice of private 


en ons towards others, in abſtaining from ſome 


0 of Church- communion hic & nunc with them; 
l BN bee of a Scruple, founded upoii true Presbyterian 
*  Wfinciples, be ſaid to be, on the Matter, a drawing 
, thy nh of One of the big het Cenſures (you mean; no 
ate (tubr, judicial Cenſures; otherwiſe your Diſcourſe 
that, fre wholly impertinent; for what hath a Chris 
tens private Centuring, by the Judgment of Diſ- 
of gion, the Practice of another, and carrying atcord- 
cmi to that other, to do with taking of the Govern- 
ſe iter off its Hinges > And jt is further eleat by that 
con aectick Expreſſion, whieh iminediately follows; ) 
9410 exerce 4 critick, Juridical Power, &c. Seeing 
e Offence, and nature of Chureh-Cenſures confifts 
Inca; their being, as judicially decreed, fo iſſued 


e by a Church Judicatory, having a Miniſteri- 


, it uy Critick, Juridical Power, which no Way can 
1 Ae lad to be exerced by any, but a Church Judica- 
"Far, or tome pretending thereto; which, as it 
re ennot be alledged in the Caſe ; So no decretive; 
"Vs t declarative Sentence of ſuch a Judicatory can de- 
* are a Chriſtian of a Diſeretive Judgement; nor 
au ping of the Ocher for which he hath no war and, 


ü Aya; and of which Diſeretive Judgment he is always 
1 = Judgment he i — 


5 kt the acting according to the One, be reckoned an 
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Obliged, as to render a Reaſon to every one, who wifi 
him; ſo more particularly to ſuch, whom He hagſſten 
eloathed withMiniſterialAuthority,toRule hisHougyur 
and to enquire into theſe Things. As they, eur 
rule his Houſe, ſince their Power is only Minit ul t 
al, are oblidged in order to their procuring dh:! 
miſſion and, Obcdience to their Sentences, to (heyy, ' 
their warrand from their Lord and Matter, hf lt. 
gave them their Commiſſion to judge his Houſe, re 
to keep his Courts. And 2dly. Sir, For what ure 
add, But over moſt of the whole Non-conformaifts, whit 
are till free (as you lay) and inforced in Con ſcia ſu o 
:0 own ſuch in. their Miniſtry, It is more the MatighitP 
of my wonder, how you had Confidence to Mentuiſ lu 
it, than it is of 1 how to anſwer it: ſeeing 0 
— know very well, that no Man's being free ue G 
ear the Indulged, hath ever been owned, or masfſimle 
tioned by us, as a ſufficient Reaſon of withdraysfſle u 
ing from the Miniſtry of ſuch a Man, or for with s elo 
drawing from keeping up Chriſtian Soeiety withiſich : 
ſuch a Perſon : (however their doing ſo, hath benfÞſight 
and continues to be the Matter of our Grief and Nut hi 
grate.) And need I any more to prove it, but oft; d 
Attendance on your own Miniſtry, while it is mufmrir 
than notour, you are ſuch 2 And thus evident) e if 
the laſt Half of your Ground, ceaſes to be eithaſot co 
Ground, or Reaſon, for what you adduce it: Buy Tot 
when tried, eveniſhes into the Smoak of an empyſſ(lay y 
Flouriſh. But to cloſe this your 4h Ground, Mica 
ou not be asked, whether a Perſon who knew tam i 
iueh as had no Commiſſion from the Supreme M 
giltrate, did yet offer, as if commiſſionate by hi, 
to publiſh any Thing in his Name, and by his At 47 
thoriry, oppoling and diſowuing ſuch, were to kfcurch 
reputed a Perlon's taking upon him a“ Furidicd Tine t 
Pom ſulch, 


/ 
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oer; or only doing that, which were competent to 
e hu l meaneſt Subject of the ſupreme Ruler? I ſay, ſuffer 
2 gurſelf to be interrogate, in the Caſe, aud lure 
ear Anſwer upon Deliberation will deliver us from 
niffernd the Odium your 4th Ground would calt upen 
» Subs: Elpecially conſidering, we have not only all to 
hey which is here ſuppoſed ; but moreover, tho? the 
unter publiſhed were according to the very Law, 


e, and dated by the lawful Magiſtrate Cand as fo con- 


t ae, without any further Inquiry, did call all 
% Mer Subjects — to obey 1t,) Yer the Publiſher 
enn a only wanted a Commiſſion to do ſo; atleaſt in 
Vat k Place where he did it; but all this was done by 
efitigYVictue. of a Miſſion and Mandat from the Uſur- 
lng of che Lawful Magiſtrates Right. And as to 
te Ui Giver, in order to the Securing and ſettling of 
- mes Jlmſelf, in that Uſurpation, by all who would 
dum lat upon them, thus to publiſh theſe his Deerces, 
with s eloathed with a ſuthcient Authority thereto, and 
mich ſich as acknowledged his Emiſſaries, as having a real 
h ben flieht for what they did. Sir, if the Suppoſition be 
d int home, tell me of it the next Time: And if it 
at aue; do not caſt that Iniquity upon us, while only 
; morſoring within the Sphere of a Chriſtian-Capacity, 
euch e if we were yet arrogating to our ſelves, what is 
eitbaot competent; to us. 


zu You lay down your 5th Ground thus, That this 


0 (ay you) ſhould be 4 departing from an Union once 
Mightctnozledged in our Fellowſhip and Communion with 
yt in the publick 1 * 

M. 


— 
"iy In My: Fl 4 Pep foreſail, 5 4.4 del 
# My: FI g' printed Paper, fore ſaid, Page . it added. 
. 4 It hath been —— publickly owned, that if the whole 
to ®IChurch had been ſo far left, as to ſome ad Compliance for 3 
did Time that way; and thus the People fixtunder the Miniftry 
oe a lch, that eyen on an Aftgr-Dilcovery of the Evil 1 
crc 


— — — — . Ws — — 


1 Anſuer 
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Anſwer, 15. Sir, It ſeems to me a ſtrange Thiyf from 
how you think ro overcome us, oa Complagſ vr, p 
wich what you would be ar, by tuch Arguments, af for Fc 
if they have any Thing ot Senie and Reaton in thaff ge 
pals Senience upon your felf, and, =_ you hag] jou 1 
been; and for any Thing I know, WII proteſs yu gain! 
{elf till ro be, with a Reſolution to continue: Mud 
to convince you of this, let me ask you, did you vb 
ver ackiiowledge Fellowſhip and Communion wag) bel 
near {1x hundred Miniſters, who turned Cura f your 
(for of all the 6:0, who carried on the Pablid A ity, 
ſolutions, there were but about Forty, who wirhlia joun 
Prelacy : ) If you did, how come you then to 2 
per from an Union, cues acknowledged in u tn 
Fell wſhip and Commumnon with them, in the u Mp, 
lick Ordinanecs? Or, how come you now, {wg Nh 
you have done ſo, to bring in This, as if you M enn 
thereby confounded us, ad Object it againit us. A Aber 
we depart from an Union once acknowledged with i 4 
— | | | . 
there would not be allowed the ſame Neceſſity, or N kite 
dicncy of Seperati 2, or for Refuſal to hear them, as then d 
now 1n our Cale for a Non-campliance with that Party, wa (je 
E-eping thus at a continued Diſtance 3 which was a Cn ® 
had fach weight with our worthy Anceftors in the fue 
Times of Prelacy, when it was not brought in at once, Wie 
by degrees into the Church; and thus found it not ſate All tl 
eaſy to break up ſo far, as not to have Church- fellow ſhip int the | 
ceivingth2 publick Ordinances than from ſuch, tho? a g 
yigorous Oppoſition to the finful neſs of that Way, was ſtill they 
lowed. 6. Becauſe this might gueny tend to a caſting cheic 
ol moit, Iz not the whole of the 1 anding Non-conform 15 nant 
ttry now in the Church, who have been helped to ft 


aud withitand agamit Prelacy, and to open ſuch a Door fot guilt 
of che Pevple at their pleaſnre to quite, or turn off the N ho 


miters af tac Goipel, without any fixed or previous Coply g u: 
tion in ucha Cale, And Oh] how hard or difficult will i | 
found, to [et Bounds, or tix new Land-Marks, when once Men 


old arc taken up, may be calily judged, 


| 
k 
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om whoſe Fellowſhip we nuw withdraw-?:, Ari 
ag Sir, play the Man, take bold of Shield and Buckler, 
i Four, own Defence; bring forth your krone Ar- 
tal gueuts, whereby you may ſilence Curates, urging 
| ba you wich this your own Argument, made uie of a- 
* ainlt us; and ſure you will 1n{truct us, how to de- 

d our ſelves againit your ſelt, aud all the Men, 
ould abo will make Uſe of tuch a Weapon to wound us, 
WII belecch you, Sir, for the Futuie, betoie you thiow 
nuf jour Darts at us, to lee better to yuur own Secu- 
44 ity, and bow to deliver your feit trum the Re- 
bia bund of your o, n Dart, thrown ar us, But, 
20, Sir, However it be evident, thae is a De- 
tung in Part, from the Communion and Fellow- 
Ip, wherein 1ume Time chere was an Oneneſs, 
hy do you charge us with it? Is it, becaute we 
amor follow them, who have left off cn this Courſe, 
yberein now they are ei. gaged) fully to follow the 
Id; and who have forſaken that Way, wherein 
the Lord hath ever hitherto owned the Church of 
Setland, and will own it? Sure, Sir, it would much 
vi ſetter become a Man, Jealous ſor his wronged Lord, 
ad Maſter, by what they have done, toexhoig us to 
2 liedfaltiets in our Oppolition to the Men, who 
Are done ſo; and to Remonſtrate unto them the 
Wickedneſs ot their Courſe; and charge them by 
all the Miniſterial Authority you have received of 
Ide Lord, to ieturn to their Brethren, from whom 
; ilifttiey have departed; and by this are guilty of all 
Rig thete Brea kings andDiviſions amongſt the poor Rem- 
e g ant; Than thus to treat your Brethien as the only 
r forgf gult/ Perſons ; while you are fo tender ot the Men, 
' cheWwho lave divided and rent us ; and by their Con- 
* muance in their Courſe, (becauſe of your and other 
oute i lens Countenancuigs) are like to bring utter Ruin 


upon 


4 * 
15 


1 
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126 Ground Fifth f | 
upon the whole Remnant. Sir, as the grand CI 
ſolation is, when thus reproached, that our Minne unn 
3s in Heaven, and our Record on high ; So it is 4 Perle 
vious to all Men, (who, in Deſpight of Senſe andf;þer 
Reaſon, will not ſhut their Eyes, that they may fly v 
what they will;) who are theDeparters from Church et. 

fellowihip; and who have been the Men, by whoblls no! 
Hands the Breach and Diviſion hath been mak lit e 
And mult we by you, Sir, even Dy you, be brand g v 
ed, as Breach-makers, unleſs we follow, and fall h- 


wich them, in their Defections, and Fallings fran y ar 


their fir # Stedfaſtneſo? We reſolve to bear it, tho ole 
we hope, He will keep us from being buffeted wthHh Cor 
big Words into a Compliance with ſuch Courſc n c 
Let them return to us, from whom they have gu ſur gr 
out; becauſe we dare not turn in with them, and ll b 
aſide aſter them: And they will find us, where ti hto a 
left us. 3dly. Whereas you ſay, I: hath been bithi unit 
to publickly owned, even by the greatet Witneſſes ui ion 
Prelacy, that if the whole Church, &c. Sir, Who thehich 
great Witneſſes are, and where we may have an MMA! 
count of their Opinion and Practice, with hin 
Reaſons thereof, I do not remember, nor do youlWhnd, 
ſtruct me. But whether I have Reaſon to dei tt 
what is here ſo confidently aſſerted, let the follow pa 


Antichriſtian, and bringing in of Idolatry, Ne 
22 7 5 
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Contlilmnly exatted and given; and are no more to be ac- 
nel unted Chriitians ; Strangers and Apoſtates and 
 obferſecuters 5 and therefore not to be beard any more, 
and laber in Publick or i» Conſiſtories, Colleges, or Synods : 
ye, what Fellowſhip hath Light with Darkneſs ? 
uch er. Calderwood's Hiſt: Pag. 743. Now, Sir, here 
vba not only a Teſtimony of one ot the greateſt Lights 
nul lun ever {hined in our Church, directly contradict- 
ranking what you aſſert; but conſidering how carefully 
all atis -Hi/fory was Reviſed by our General Aſſembly, 
fro e are ro look upon it as the Judgement of our 
oufEbole Church; that Letter being therein inſert, as 
wth Commendation and Vindication of that eminent 
urn of God. Neither do I think, that many of 
gon far greateſt Witneſſes againſt Prelacy, at this Time, 
ue be found of that Judgement, And how theſe, 
e tio are of that Opinion, and yet allow of With- 
ziuhe ning from the Curates, ean connect their O- 
ions together into an amical Harmony, is that 
ich I underttand not: Seeing the here ſuppoſed 
£ had really a Being, as to the Generality both 
Miniſters and People. And I ſuppoſe, it will be 
und, upon an exact Inquiry (I am more than 
te, that as to all the Ring- leaders of your Indul- 
| Party, if not as to each Individual Perſon of 
lecdeen, it will hold) how in the Beginning of this 
med Catafftrophe, there were as few againſt Hearing of 

t Curates, comparatively to the Multitude that 


a Indulgence, there were who oppoſed the Hear- 
Pot the Indulged. And conſequently, there is 
thing, upon this Account, can be alledged againſt 
Neceſſity, and Expediency of Withdtawing 
A the Indulged, which ſeems to be your only 


% 


mplied ; as upon the Introduction of this Eraſ- 


Burt 


| 
þ 
jj 


it Neceſiary and Expedient to withdraw from 


Snare unte them, judged themſclves rhereal 
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But 4.5%, Whatever be of this, ( wherein, on H 
Sides, is moltly Matter of Pact q if this Grow 
bold de Fare, how will yo virdieate the appro” 
Wrthdrawing fim the Curates, atter a 10 y ot 
ſhamefu] Complyance wich them, for a Tin E 
whereby many, in the fim pliciqy of their Heart, 15 
knowing any Thing, were inſnared. As for tif" 
Sameneſs h! Neceſſity and Expediency, whereof y *. 
ſpeak, you know, we deny what you here i 17 
eing by this you muſt mean, or you ſay Noth th 
here to Purpole, that really there would be no WI. | 
cellity; nay by the Contrarie, if ſueh a Thing N 1 
it would be both inexpedient and unlawful to M: 
vide, and depart from a Church-Commu--10n Min 
thefe, fo far as we, now, by your own Practiee af, -: 
Conſent, do: Whereas I may, and do Infer | 
Contrarie. And thus I argue, if you and otherslqh;? - 
who had made Apoſtacie from the Covenant; beruf. 4 
of the Oath of God, keeping you back from ſud, , 
Compliance ; and that many, after they had lait 
through the ſtumbling Example of theſe, Mur 
ſhould have given dem Light, and yet wer Gr; 


upon ſecond and more. ſerious Thoughts & 
the Import of their Covenant Obligations to God, 
wichdraw trom thele Cuoenant-breaking Intrulth, 
Then ſuppote, All of us had been inſnared intoa 
miſſion unto Prelates and their Underlings ; yet una 
ſerious Remembrance of the Oblization of the M 
of God, which we hereby had violate, and ſo 
expoled our ſelves to the Car ſe of 4 broken Covely 
It woul.! arp:ar, that ſo much the more, an I its 
penſible Neceſſity were lad upon us, to Jiſfown t6 
Party, that we had contrary to our Oath and! 


t 


\ 


\ 


— — 
— —— 


ropoſal Second anſwered, 129 
„ lbdement, ſubmitted unto them : For, if this be 
"Ot granted, then let the Prelues and their Crates 
A once ſettle themſelves, and let our Concurrence int 
nm ſion, be but ſuppoſed ; and then we are ab. 
d. Wired from all Neceſſity of Withdrawing any longer 
Ti theſe, whom we have engaged to God to extirs 
„e, Root and Branch. And this Covenant, being 
f Mn Obligation, and not perſonal only, obliging the 
ſecond Coming, ſhould by this Means ceaſe to 
le; which were an horrid and hateful Aſſertion; 


U yet, may be eaſily drawn, and is obviouſly de- 


4 * 
oth 0 
10 N 


Wande from what you aſſert. And really, Sir, I 
to Au tell you, and I beſeech you think on it, that 
” molt Serious and Judicious have read this Paſ- 
15 in your Paper, with as much Aſtoniſhment and 
= x, as any Paſſage in it, and are forced to fmother 


ir Thoughts, in the Deeps of 4 filent Sorrop, at the 
"Wt deſperate Tendeney and Conlequences ot what 
Fo, u have here ſaid. $thly, I remember not, that 
|. AnceFtors did build at all upon any ſueh Groand £ 
tte that, it was the only, or main Ground; (as it 
„Mere inſmuate) of their not breaking off from 
wert Sir Union in Church-Communion and Fellowſhip ; 
Fl F they took far other Meaſures : And the Reaſon 
500 che Difference of the Caſe; in Reference 

ir the Dependence that Miniſters then had upon Pre- 
. For Presbytery then was the Baſis, and Pres 
0 1 Þ was gradatim introduced, and built, as Hay and 
roy le, upon that Foundation; Godly Men ſtill 
he Ul wg Poſſeſſion of their Libefty, and oppoſmg, to 
Jo urmoft, the Ingreis of Epiſcopacy. But now; 
Her ſueh a full Freedom from che Eraſtiant Jſurpation, 


in of curſed Underlng vg, Frevbyrery , 


/ 


and - ” <= o 


\ 


ion and Church to the Obſervation thereof, il 
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tally rated, and Prelacy upon the intire Ruins tial 
of erected, as the only Church-Goyernment, | 
But moreover, for further, clearing of the Mau 
Conſider, Sir, if the Hiſtory of theſe Times wu 
ſearehed, 1f, It would be found, that the more Wh 
Fious, in every Place, went and heard, wharf; 
they could, the zealous and faithful Non-confommiig 
and on chis I need not inſiſt, it being ſo notour, ahſſhan 
It is to be conſidered, and carefully heeded by Int 
and others, that as the Lord, in carrying on Ab 
Work of Reformation, makes Something, in funf 
Succeeding Time, the Work of the Day, which hows th 
ever it was Materially owned by the Faithful, tlie i 
went before them, yet it was not fo explicit iu 
ſerted : Becauſe the Queſtion about it was mf 
formally Rated. Now then, this being fo certaigaſieto 
Matter of Fact, and Experience, and. the Thing fm 
der Debate being the very Queſtion and Cons 1 
verſie of the Day, there ſhould not ſo great a Nukſke 
be made about tome 1 is but ſeemia lage, 

Diſcrepance bet wixt their former Practice, and au mi 
in the Cate ; For we would conſider, that as, uf And 
Days, Reformation was brought to ſuch a Lai dle 
and Light, as had never been before; ſo, we havinglÞmith, 
baſely behaved, as the Generality have turned aſueif bent 
the D-fettion and Apoſtacy of Epi ſcopacy : And Oil de n 
for their not Withitanding faithtully, as bears Ki 
them, the Re- introducing of a more abominabk I Ur 
pi ſcopacy, than ever, ſince the Reformation was ſauiſ bt - 
by Law, in our Church, have been left to the af nw. 
bracing of that un hallowed Indulgence, no leſs Ou ou f 
aus in His Sight, than Deteſtable Prelacy, And Oy form: 
decauſe they did not fee this, and ſeriouſſy ef dent] 
der it; fo as faithfully to witneſs again(t the M Prela 
of that Acceptance; have been left to plead fot, A Cura 


— 
—— 
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nonize theſe Men, againſt whom chey ought to 
re witneſſed, as guilty of Leſe-Majeſty, and bigh 
ateſſloyalry to Chriſt. Therefore hath the Lord 
6 Mwught this Good out of the Depth and Deſperat- 
ore Wks of this our Defection, as to make tlus the State 
Therm he Queſtion, in ow Day, Whether the {ndulged 
orice not to be carried towards, as to the Point of 
ur. Ag heard, even as the Prelates with their Crates? 
by Ant che Queſtion may be cleared, and chat he may 


on Une the Indulged, as Council -Curaies, no leis con- 
in &ftaptible and baſe before all the People, according 
l #they have not kept his Way, than He hath made 


ieh Ua cake Warning, and by the Obſervation of the 
s mhm Contempt he hath poured upon this Acceptance, 
tai uf e for ever inſtructed, to ſtand at as great a Diſtance 
ng wm a Compliance with Eraſtiani ſm, in this Garb, 


Conws with Epi ſcopacy. ( yea, and, if it were fit to 


a Nhe Comparitons, ſo much more, becauſe the In- 
emu flupence 
d onsJaucitelt and unmasked Compliance, than Prelacy ) 
„ u lud becauſe the Men, who had eſcaped the Snare of 
bela, were yet inſnared in and by this Indulgence 

win bout conſidering that, in its very Nature an 
aſdenf ng, (whatever their Intentions were ) it includes 
| Ou the molt pure and p:rfect Oppoſition to Jeſus Chriſt, 
dern s King; and hath flowed from the 'molt abſolute 
able E Uſaper of His Throne, that ever the World heard of, 
$ ſerif at 34 ). Left you (ſhould boalt, that this were a 
che @J new Privciple and Practice, differing from what 
s O8F our faithful and zealous Forefathers owned, Let the 
Or former Teſtimony: be conſidered, and it will evi- 
eu dently appear, That, 1f. The not Hearing of the 
he WA Prelates, and by Parity of Reaſon, of the Prelatick 
for, f Curates (and ney the Indulged ; for all 
| = 5 your 


\ 


e Carates : Ta the End that Poſterity 


if without Prejudice conſidered, is a more 


| 
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Principle; but the Queſtion came not to be ſtan 


%. 
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your Diſparities being weighed, in the Ballance of Wtheir 
Sanctuary and ſound Reaſon, are found light:) Mund 
learly aſſerted, and a Reaton aſſigned; So N 
— is no new Principle, 2d. That whatever de ( 
an apparent — Practice from us may be i WI 
ledged; yet, this flowed not from any diften yy : 
mor 
and itared amongſt them then; which, if it k{fRees 
we may be convineed by the former TeltimayJ des 
what would have been the Deciſion ; and that df ld, 
Principles being ſuch, rheic Practice would have Tre! 
conform. 3dly. Let me put you in Remembrag}ad 


* how our Aſſemblies have declared the mm been, 


of Prelates void and null; and how by Covaany Tefi 
eſtaͤbliſhing our Reformation, we axe engaged toll tatio 


upon them, and carry towards them, as having uf de 


Commiſjion ; but as on Hirelings, Thieves, Beruf Con 
of the Cauſe, and ſuch as we are to Extinaſ peeſe 

oot and Branch: Whereby it was evident, wif of & 
was the Mind of eur Church, as to the Hearing i ud 
Prelates and their Underlings : Which if necellayAnd 
might be made evident from Calderwood's Hime 


the Hiſtory ot the General Aſſembly, ar Glaſpngnow 
1638, Ke. But why do I inſiſt? Alas ! It H fcb 


Foot-teps of our worthy Anceſters (our Knizaubon 
gur Welſkes, our Bruces, and the Men of the lltfyen 
Soul and Zeal with them. Ah! what Matter f fink 
bitter Lamentation is it, when we remember wal n 
Manner of Men the Church of Scotland once haha 
who could neither be frowned by the Fury of Mut 
Adveriary ; nor flatrered by their fawning Sm hn, 
and Cunning, cut of a plain Oppoſixion to then 
in their Opyolfngs of the Son of God 2 And nofffich 
ee what Kind ot Men ſucceed them, who by ollfly, 
ones and Fauellauimiry beve ff, what u 
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of heir holy Courage bad gained, before whom Satan 
Mad his Trustees (to make it app ear thut the Gates 
0 M Hell conid not prevail againſt the neble Cauſe of 
ver the Church of Scotland) were forced to flee teven * 
de W Ways ; and fo Judgment was brought forth into Vice 
ile wy: 1 ſay, this Sight would almoſt perſwade the 
ſa} more Ser ious, ſince there is ſo little Hope of our 
it kf Recovery, to pray ſuch Undong hte, as we are, off 
ima] the Stage, that the Field may be once more ſeen fil- 
at thr kd, when we are gone, with Men wa/iant for the 
ve bal hub, who will be, what theſe were, as the Chariots 
\brawh ad Hor ſe- men of Iſrael, and what we have not 
umſſal ben.) Had been followed (witneſs the forecited 
yer] Tefimony,) or, had been the Pattern of our Imi- 
to la tation, in their valiant and vigorous Oppoſition to 
yg the Enemies of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
erg] Coming of his Kingdom; as the Ground of this 
xiinal prelent Debate had never exiſted ; ſo, a Sameneſs 
t, Wi of Soul and Zeal with them, for God, would move 
ring a nd make us talk otherwiſe, and act otherwiſe now: 
ceſſay And inftead of talking and trifling our ſelves into“ 
Hifi: Delection, we would be thinking, what is to be done 
zlalgmnow, to recover that, whereof our worthy Fore- 
It d bbers left us in Poſſeſſion, which we have by an 
Nuri dominable Baſeneis left and let go; aud tor which, 
he funde may lay our Reckoning, he will make our Name 
atter A ink in ſucceeding Generations? Sir, I [hall not 
r Wilh much as repeat your 6th Ground; becaute not 
ze halfealy it is the ſame with what was ſaid, in the sib, 
of Mut becauſe the whole of it is a plain and obvious 
; SWWBFNoneſequitur 5 and there needs no more, to make 
> thelſiljou paſs from it with Shame, and throw it away 
d nofrch Indignation, but a right Rating of the Que ſ- 
by lf, Thus, Sir, | 
„ 

then 


Having 


134 The Third Prepoſal, 
Having given you an Aceount of my Thought] _ 
of your 2d Propoſal, with its Grounds, you tea 8 
me to ſhut up all with an Oh, as you do, Oil! 
(ſay you) how hard and difficult will it be found, t f I\utt 
Bound, &. And Oh (may I and others ſay) boy 
hard and difficult will it be to ſet Bounds to oy Cu 
growing Defection,while it is thus, upon the Matt late 
patronized? Oh! when willit be given te us, to be zak 
ous and repent ? Oh! when, inſtead of our Nojſes ff | 
bout Healings, will there be a Diſcovering of oy fn 
Iniquities ; ſo as we may be made to loarh our ſelyg Ce 
in our on Eyes, for having done theſe abominahh 
Things, which his Soul loatheth, and for which] ti 
( eſpecially becauſe we do not loath our ſelya) If. 
Nothing is to be expected, but that he will ſpeww[1 
out of his Mouth? Oh, for what is coming on dH 
Generation, as the righteous Puniſhment of ou. B 
Pranks and Practices! And Oh! for what is therey der 
entailed upon the Poſterity, if Mercy prevent not in 
that, as to them, which ſeems ſo inevitable, as U fr 
this treacherous and luke-warm Generation! * 


PRO rOSs ALX 


Your Third Propoſal, or Queſtion, runs thus, H nto 
ſuch a Refuſal (ſay you) to hear theſe Miniftn, dre 
who are Indulged, now owned ; becanſe it is ſunplicitiſ n ch 
unlawful ? or, on that Ground of its Exped ieneh ſ uith 
and for Edification ? I nowld hope none yet dare ayich 
to own the firſt: But for the Second of Expediency, idm 
ſuch a preſent Caſe, I muſt humbly judge, ſuch a Pruſo 
rice would ſeem very unanſmerable thereunto, on ibi pur 
Grounds, To PART of i} 


| AY 


* with 9 11 5 135 
ought E R. | 
n. 6 much, my 
n di 17 
to k uch been ſaid to = —— — What 
) bf; evident, That'the Indulged, a Propoſals, made 
to ow Curates as Such 4 N * Such, and the 
Matte Cg), AS to 2 being be ar e Caſe, Claſs and 
— | Ft — „ wy or not beard, for all 
oife4 | of hearing the Indul pag rounds for Expediency 
of 4 mn Phraſe, here =__ (which is your 
CER Cy you? con eta repeated) in ſuch a preſent 
telves "4 . 7 either to no Purpoſe at all ; Or 
= the Curates * A _ Pars hearing 
. . nn jach 4 Fre ſent Cale, * 
ane ne dine your 34 Prop "nk 
= by o other Anſwer, your 2 Propoſe; as t equiring 
of au But leſt you ſhould judge me ſunk i - 
| into 3 
Ag baths = Pa engines 
nt not 1 1 muſtered up a great many of th 
5 ul, es, whereby Hatred is proeured to a poo 
© 1 20 who. dare neither applaud, nor be . 
the Courſe of Defection; while the | 
Defection are abſolved, made more net FP 
11 ud Head - ſtrong in their Way : Nor 3 
** Soudring with them, as Such) I 17 
lier * we Thoughts of your Grownds all jointly, 
ing * imple Queſtion: Will you not grant thas 
r 
* Mie. 7 ealſo the Breach, Diviſun and all the 
105 * in ſequences thereof muſt be lodged? And 
"th there be a ſtrange and ſtrenuous Endeavour | 
jour Paper, and that whole Party, to purge th 1 
AN this Ci, and to roll the Reproach nei 
** ah the Irreligiouſneſs and Irrationalneſs of this 
— ce is quickly made evident; ſo he, by whom 
wns are weighed, will decide the Matter, at ! aſt, 
'. —_ 


136 Propoſal Third | 
Will you dare to deny, but that, if the unhallows 
Indulgence had never cxiited, theſe diſmal Cone 
quences, you reckon up, had never exitted either 
And then, who are to be blamed? Who hay 
occaſioned all theſe Miſchiefs ? Pray Sir, be ſojuf 
as to lay them at the right Door: And the with f 
eſt of the Enemies ſo well knew, how certainly thy * i 
would make a Diviſion, and make the truly tend . 
Presbyterians look upon all the Receivers, as equl fen 
ly guilty of Betray ing the Cauſe, with the Prelaid inef 
Curates; as to ſay, If it did no more, yet it mul Gn 
Jeparate the Mad-cape Phanaticks (i. e. the tm}, 
tender and conſcientious Miniſters and Profeſſon 
from the Moderate (i. e. the Men qualified a> nf 
cording to the Court-Senſe of Peaceable:) And * 
they knew well, chat as many as were bewitebel Jene 
with this Court-charm, would be very cool ad 
quiet againſt Court-Contrivances; and very kf 
and-c/ainant againſt their more righteous Brethren, 
Bur 24h, I premit this alſo, for you to ti 
your ſerious Thoughts. You magnify all tk 
Ditcourrenance put upon theſe Men into an 
Hainouſneſes, by ſtriking ſtill upon this dung 
O they are godly Men. And hereby you thi 
all, who oppole them, becauſe they do ſo, mul 
either be rendred odious, as Fools, or F 
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brands : And indeed by your Tongues, and this va 
Trick, you have been ſuceesfu}, But fince you bc 
oft object their Godlineſs, to the Prejudice of pt f 
cious Truth, you muſt as oft be anſwered ; for you - 
may well abuſe the poor People; but you may not " 
think co bogle Men into a Silence with a Buzze d ond 
vain Words: For this belougs Nothing to the Caule; 15 
(except you would prove them, as receiving, and ; 
as continuing in the Minittry by Virtue of _ Cu 
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IS Anſniered. 137 
Cong Lerne, to act as godly Men; and then you ſaid 
ile omerhing to Purpoſe:) For it is the Cauſe, not 

either the Perſons, about which the Debate 18. And there- 
fo. bre, Sir, ſuffer me to ſay plainly, that if they had 
þ ll: one Half of that Godlineſs, whereby you would 
1 woaſt us into a Silence; or the one Half of that 
* Grace, at leaſt in Exereiſe, which you give them 
rende fr a Garland; (ture, you will confeſs; that their 
equi Entry at that Cour.-Poſfern, was none of their God- 
laut nels:) they would, upon the Sight of all theſe ſad 
ms (onlequences, that have followed upon, what they 

* due done, yea, and more mortal and funeſt than 
q Ian have here mentioned, have lett the Places 
* ſuchaſed and poſſeſſed by them, at a Rate above the 
* nue of all their Lives, and mine, and Thouſands 
Walter than both of us: And their not deing this, 
12 wwichſtanding of all the Woes and Miſeries they 

— ave occaſioned, and brought upon the Church, 
> makes them lyable to the WO, pronounced 2- 
TRY them, by whom Offences come; and which they 
tay fear to be hovering over their Head; And, 

95 Th in that Day when it falls, you bad need to take 
ch bed to your own; becauſe of offering thus, to 
mu [2rd theirs, and wound the Head, in the mean 
Fire lime, and the Heart too, of the more Innocent and 

wo” Upright, in the Matters of God. And, Sir, let me 
* ll you plainly, However I love and honour yout 
ene b as a godly Man; yet, I do not look on this 
kr pur Pleading and Patrociny of theſe Men, as any 
p * Pat of your Godlineſs; Or, as Service, for which 
7 of jou ſhall ever have the Approbation of Well done, 
ueber and faithful Serdar, as, throtigh Grace, you 
amy expect for other Service. Oh! I look on this; 
8 8a ſore Stroke from the Lord upon the Men, who 
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I 38 Propoſal Third, | 
Indalgence ; and have not ſince effectually interpoyu 
wich them, to relinquith it: neither have mer 
ned over theſe Omiſſions; Thar they ſhould new 
left, and fo far deſerted, as to add this to all Mun 
Relt ; So to plead for them, as they are hereby g 
couraged to abide, in theſe Places, out of wilt 
they ſhould have kept them, or from which tld 
ſhoutd have driven them, by wreltling with tial 
and witnetling againſt them. Oh! Sir, What ſa ls 
ous diſeerning Soul, can read your Paper with m 
Indignation at the crying Injuſtice, and clear IG 
tiality that is in it, not laying all theſe dreadfiÞne, 
Conſequences at the Door of theſe, who made dl in 
Breach ; but at the Door of ſuch, who dare fr 
for Fear of the Almighty, but Witneſs, in their F rr 
veral Capacities, againſt the Wiekedneſs of thi u, 
Entry: And, 1 hope, ſhall never be ſilenced, off fu 
put from doing ſo, by what you have ſaid. IN 
Bur now, to follow you in Order : Vour Biff bd 
Ground of Inexpedieney is taken from this ft 


Conſcquence; That on this hath followed ( ſay you 


a breaking: up of that ſmeet, and ediſying Fella ie 
which was formerly among Chriſtians. * þ 
Anſwer, Firſt, Sir, I am very glad to hear qui the 


reckon up thele following ſad Conſequences, werf nol 


with this unhappy Indulgence hath been atrenddl;F Cor 
ſeing thus, out of your own Mouth, (for all ymJ nt 
pleading for the Indulged ) I judge that Indsgney the 


—— 1 5 1 Ml 

Page 4. in Print thus. x. That this ſad Effet hu Cal 
ſo viſtbly followed thereon, to break up that ſwez , ec 
tying Fellow ſhip, which was formerly among Ciriftiass 


may Places, ſo as they who were wont to walk togethe! "oi 


and keep Chriſtian Converſe, for building up one anotht bat] 
in the Truth, can now hardly joyn or Pray together, | 


| Ground Firſt auſwered, 139 
» have done more Miſchief, than ever Prelacy 
would have done : For, you grant, that the poor 
re man emnant, who were unite, in the Love and Truth, 
d ney had in the Lord, in wreſtling and Witneſſing a- 
all þ 21 are hereby divided and diſtracted; 


reby aſh, agthey, by being thus divided, may be eaſily 
f whighldfoyed. 24h), I grant you alſo, that the Decay 
ich die Chriſtian ellowſhip. is to be regrated, wich 
th they lers of Blood. And alas! amongſt none jo much 
hat ſds amongſt Mmiſters, on which may be refounded 
withe much of our Lukewarmneſs, in the Matters of our 
ar Pad; and our Diviſions amonęſt yur ſelves : For 
dredflf) ne, who have diſputed and debated our ſelves aſ- 
ade th inder, might have prayed our ſelves together, if 
are n had prayed more together, and mourned more o- 
heir Er what had been done and left undone by all of 
of tu eren to the Ruin of the Work, while, with a 
iced, of fupid Unconcernedneſs, we looked on, and ſaw rhe 
I Axerſary rae it to the Foundatien, this wretched 
ur i haulgence had never been: For Firſt and lat, 
his fut was run unto, without any ſerious ſeeking of God, 
yen the Caſe; and ſo is ſeen on it, and fo will be 
lan ken on it. | | 
And here I can not hide it how that to this Day, 
ar jo the poor Remnant, who from Firlt to Lalt, have 
when noſt vigoxouſly and zealouſly withſtood that 
endel;F Courſe ; and continue moſt ſtraicht and ftedfaft, 
Il yo mcheir Oppoſition thereto, have of all others in 
agen the Nation been molt exerciſed in Chriſtian Fellows 
ip. And on this it may, in a great Part, be re- 
2 funded, that more Zeal for, and Sted faſtneſs in the 
i Cauſe hath been found with them, than with others; 
Küng ea God's Approbation of this their Way, and 
gets Complaceney in it, is hereby demonſtrate, chat He 
ebe tath graciouſly n to pitch upon to many 
| 2 Of 
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| 33 Third anſwered 141 
eſſed Exerciſes, there is nothing but 


an hear it ? who can conſider it, witho 
let that Plant be plucked up, that hath had iuch 
ter Fruits ſpringing up, whereby many are de- 
fled, the Life ot Religion ſo much eaten out, by 
theſe unchriſtian Antfhoſiries and Jurings ?* 


4. I rejoice to hear you reckon the Interruption 


f Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and Mens puttuig hem- 
klyes out of Caſe to pray together, without which 
[bok upon Chriſtian Fellowſhip as a Nouon ; 
And in ſo far as Men are either Enemies to this, 
« averſe from it, in fo far I look upon them, as 
Fnemies unto, or Standers in the Way of one great 
Mean of Edification and Chriſtian Communion, 
tend what they will: I fay, I rejoice to find 
you reckon up this, and that in the Firſt Place, 
mong{t theſe ſad Conſequences, that have followed 
ths Breach, But, ; 1 
5h. Sir, I beſezeh you do us juſtice; with whom 


{oyou lodge this ſad Conſequence ? I have told you 
rady, that Effects, and Conſequences mult be af- * 
knbed to, and connected with their Cauſe ; where- | 


the whole Strain of your Paper throws it upon 
thers, Take heed, Sir, and remember theſe Words, 
ty caſt Iniquity upon we, and in Wrath they hate 


*, Sir, the Injuſtice of this Charge, impoſes the 


ceſſiry upon me, to ask you thete Queſtions, in 
leference to this Particular, 1 ff. Which of the 
o Parties were molt for theſe Excreiſes? J can give 
ju Chriſtians by the Hand, from whom I had it, 
do can tell you, that from the Time that ever 
Indulged came among them, not a few, and 


ſhip together, fell oft from coming any more 
to 


Mele old Profeſſors, who uſed to keep ſweet 


142 Ground Firſt of | 
to theſe Meetings, which they had formerly frequey 
ted, for Prayer: and ſo was ſeen on it, by iber Ibm 
\ fittizg-up and ſhirping away, as to all Zeal for th || Col 

Intereſt of Chriſt, ſo as they were no more lik, I geat 
what they formerly had been. And, Sir ink 
, tell you, they were brovght ro this Lukeway 
neſs by the deteſiable Neuterality of your Induga 
under whoſe Miniſtry they were; for as it woll 
not have been known by the Preaching and Pry 
ing of theſe Men, that there was an afflicted Chur] juſt 
in Scotland; Even when the Cry of the griewy 
and horrid Oppreſſion of the more righteous Rep 
nant was going up in the Ears of the en 
Sabbaot h: So, frae once that UI 7 Yung 
gence came amongſt them, they would not Joyn 
longer with the ſerious and ſolid Chriftians, m 
whom they uſed to Pray; becauſe they mound 
over the Defettions of the Time, 

Now, Sir, I do not only undertake, to make tl 
out upon you by Witnefles, again{t whom you mll 
not dare to except; but with this Diſadyantax 
alſo, That before ever the Queſtion, about heain 
the Indulged, came to be much toſſed, it was & 
ſerved by all the more Serious, in theſe Places, tha & fuel 
this was the great Evidence of the Decay of. fe dot gi 
gion, under the Drop of that withering lauf Whoſe 
gence, that Chriſtian Fellowſhip, in Meeting to Biff cpoſe 
together, was much worn out; Indulged Mini ud 2 
and Profeſſors carrying, as if the Church had 1 
been in Difreſs, while in the mean Time, the 
ple given to theſe Exerciſes, were ſuch as freqws bra 
ted Ordinances, diſpenſed by theſe Miniſters, Wa 5 
preached in the Fields, and then ſtood in Oppoli_ 
to the Indulgence, .O ! happy had the Rem. + 1, 
been, if theſe, then honoured of God to Preach ſi oY thi 
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Propoſal Third anfwered, * 1 
b much Succeſs, had never been wheedled, underthe 
Colour of your Healing, Union, Peace, & c. into a 

ter Nearneſs and Familiarity with the Men of 
that Defection, than at Firſt : And miſerable will 
ne ſtill be, while you and others plead fo, as to 
wroborate a Compliance with the Men of that 
Defection. This I was forced to ſay, and might 
ky much more, to ſhow you the Iniquity and In- 
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xd, and their Patrons, of this fad Conſequence; 
ad charging it upon others. 3 

24h. Let me ask you this Queſtion, if you ean give 
me one In(tance of Chriſtians refuſing to meet to 
my with ſuch, who would but concur and Joyn 
mith them, in holding up, and regrating the De- 
k#ons of this Day? * Whereas I need. not go far 
to find Inſtances of ſuch, who, for their Addicted. 
tefs to their Party, can neither hear publick Wit- 
reſſings againſt their Defections; nor do they Joyn 
with ſuch, in their private Exerciſes, who are often 
wuntenanced of the Lord, in lamenting before him, 


ef fuch, as pretend to be _— it: And if youcan- 

tot give one Inſtance of this Kind, remember to 

whoſe Charge this is to be laid hereafter, leſt you 

apoſe your ſelf to the W O, of Fuſtifying the Guilty, 

E _ away the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous 
im. 
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branches. '1/f, That none ſeem to have gained by this 
W Breach, but the publick Adverſary : * | 
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1 0d by thislate heightnedBreach, except the publick Adver- 
-"} Wy: yea, ſo fad aDaſh to theſe publick Meetings in ey 
Fiel 


143 


pltice of your Challenge, in acquitting the Indul- 


both this Defection, and the Patrociny it really finds 


Your 2d fad Effect, mentioned, conſiſts of two 


u Print ibid. thus. 2. That none ſeem to have gained | 


144 Ground Firſt of- . 

To this I Anſwer 1/7, Sir, Nd a heat of itÞ ds 
terwards, That the Adverſary hath gained I Ine 
Ground, by our unhallowed Unions, than by IN h: 
Oppo fition made to the Indulgence : For it w] Inc 
the Door of our Union that this Enemy, who * 
deſtroyed the Work of God, and taken his Houſey hint 
Poſſeſſion, entred. Sir, I jay, vou may, I hope Hd 
Time, ſee this in Matter of Fact demonſtrate, & I ther 
you your Denyings ; or the Skill of any, by the And 11 

aubings, to hide the Defection of our Uni z 18 tha 


in this have we been Unite, But, 24h. Sir, Lum ng 


ask you, whether the Enemy to our Lord . 115 
ing d 0 


Chriſt hath gotten more Ad vantage by any I 

than by the Acceptance of this Indulgence ? Thee 
is not a ſober Perſon in the Nation, who will mt I Fc 
grant this, thit; as the Enemy and Ulurper & ar 
our Maſter's Throne, is thereby put in the adu rfl 
Exerciſe of that Power of the Church, eompem I St 
only to the Son of God; ſo he hath been, by to ® 
Mean more ſecured in the Poſſeſſion of what he tat Wha 
robbed from the Chriſt of God, than by all bt dureh, 
Militia, and Highland Hoſt : For, if theſe, Nc 
were indulged, had taken themſelves to Preach in Tour 
the Fields publickly with their Brethren, the Biſby, Mb tha 
and Curates too, might have been Preached long ap 
out of Scotland: And there had been that bah an 
and beautiful Harmony betwixt Miniſters and bu 
leſſors, which now is not: and the Want when": 
is to be refounded on this Court Stratagem: Andi 10 

tk 


Fields thus given, which heretofore were ſo eminently bt Cat 
ſed, whilſt thus ſuch open Contradiftion of late in Prev 1 the 
ing hath — — X „ of the Weak th thi 
a Reproach to the Way of the Lord, as we may feat War 
not in haſte be taken off. : id t 00 


*' _ ' Propoſal Third anſwered, I 45 5 
A jehteous Lord will require it, at the Hand of 
1 te lndulged. Hence, 34h). I deny that the Ad ver- 
bath more Gain by this Breach, than if we and 
Ae Indulged were Soudered into a Sameneſs, in their 
nn; ſor as long as there is a Party witneſſing 
ent the Sin of this Acceptance, and carrying to- 
end ther, as toward the Prelatick Curates ; ſo ong 
$ there a Parcy found loyal to our exalted Prince. 
Jod in fo far the Adyerſarꝝ is at a Loſs, in not bay- + - 
& (ng thar peaccable Poſſeſſion, that an Oneneſs, in not 
5. king conſtant Teſtimony againſt the Men of their 
, who have ſo done this Deed, would give him. 
ng [6 © cloſe, and confirm this, whether is it more. 
hes (nourable to Chritt, as King, to have ſcme of 
m lr poor People, dying and ſealing their T — RO 
men againlt this Indulgence, with their Blood { and 
lunful ro the Adverlary, than if all the Profeſſors 
am . Gut land. were vn 20 Indalged, fawning upon 
En, and thereby flattering them into an Oblivion 
tb $f what they have done againſt Chriſt, and his 
| ts Puck, in this Acceptance; which is the Fort at 
our Union lan? „„ 
h in | Your Second Branch of this fad Eflect is, The ſore | 
fm Mb that is hereby given t6 Field-meetings, &. i 
4er. Sir, I grant you, the Thing is much to . 
I Famented, and the true Cauſe, whereby this Ob- [| 
Pp addon is laid in the Way of the Goſpel, is to be 
qured jgto, and abhorred ofall that love :he C - 
ui Fi, Kingdom; And tho we ſhould nor, yet 1 
bo hath Satisfaction in ſeeing the Travel of his | 
„will enquire into it, and find our, whee the 
. Cauſe is; and declare his Soul- Diſſatisfaction | 
esch h the Courſe that hath the clearelt Connection 
* tl this Obſtruction to the Frogrel and free Cour ſe . 
& cope; and wich off the SH taker] ro 


> 


4 


146 Ground Second of 
hide and palliate it. But, more particular, $$, 
think, 1. The Remembrance of that ſingulag# 
ceſs, He gave the Field- meetings, whereby n 
were engaged to God, that had been utter Strangy 
to Him ; while it is fadly demonſtrable to th 

that even Profeſſors ſat- up, ſhirped-away, and oy 

into a Shadow, as to all Fervour of Zeal for\ 
Cauſe, under the malign Influence of tha A 
quenching. Indulgence, I ſay, I judge that, why 
conſiſts in your own Knowledge ofthis, ſhould 
your Soul both abhor the Thing, and cry out agay 
being ſilent at its Wiekedneſs; ſince hereby 
hath declared his Diffatisfa&tion with that Cout 

2dly. Sir, Would you inipoſe upon the Worin 

me, in making us believe, That your Indwlged wet 1 
Friends to, or Pavourers of Field-meetings? Yu ary 
know very well, what Raging and Ramping th Rople 
was, if any Field-Preacher came but near tht Emil 
Borders to preach; as it the Church had been gm N, 
them in Poſſeſſion : A perfect Parallel to whieh M Ade 
will find, Exel. x1. from verſe 15, to 22, read, U 
whole; for I (hall not here inſert it. Or, to 1 Mule 
the Apoſtle's Words, being introduced by ther! 
King, they would reign as Kings, without their pt lodut 
Bret hren, whole Loyalty to the true King, Chi 5 
fus, kept them back from ſo diſloyal an Act of Un 
pliance with the Uſurper; as by fo baſe an Acceptas 


to eſtabliſh him, in his wicked and violent Ub ett 
pation, | | = | 


But, you will ſay, Ten know they fell from all i 
Heigbt of Severity, and grew very intimaie with N  ( 
Field- Preachers, inviting, and admitting ſome, Mattei 
were Against the Indulgence, to their Pulpits, Tis m ather 
1 grant, That when the marvellous Succeſs ü ame 
Goſpel had by theſe poor Field-preachers was ky = 

| 4 3 
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Propoſal Third anſwered, 147 
al when it could not be hid, how, to the Con- 
won of all, it was evident, He nent forth with 
E Word, diſpenſed by them, conquering and to con- 

even ſuch who before did, with great Unwil- 
* an hear of the great Things God had done by 
ee, whom they had deſpiſed : Then they ſaw at 
s their Intereſt was tuch among the People of the 
Jud, that the only Way to conciliate Credite to 
altemiclves, was to court ſuch, as formerly they had 
„ aemned, that ſo they might the more eaſily cruſh 
(i whom they could not overcome into a Com- 
tance, And this leads me, in the 3d Place, to tell 


larh 
/ U 
I wer 
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ichall be made evident, that the Marring of that 
) Yo att, which was amongſt Field-Preachers and 
A Fople, is to be refounded upon that Intimacy, and 
i Familiarity, that was carried on betwixt the Indul- 
Ami e, and many Field- Preachers; whereby the Edge 
wil their Zeal was blunted againſt the Indulgence it 
ad kt, under Pretence of Eſteem to the Perſons of the 
to of nduiged, And you may fee it ſet before your Eye, 
iro [hat more Care, more Cunnivg, more Art, more 
» wall loduftry, hath been uſed, how to ſouder us into a 
ni Lmenels with the Indulged, than how to recover 
"Conf it Ground, that they and we had ſo baſely loſt; and 
prac there had been more Craft and Cunning, how to 
Uu cet this, ſo there were more Contrivances, and 
nore Keenneſs of Rage expreſſed againſt all, who 
I withliood this Deſign, than, to this Day, hath been 
baer ſhewed of Sorrow for the Uſurpation of our 
J Makter's Throne; or of Zeal again the Uſurper, 
me either by the Indulged, or their Patrons: Hence 
{ Meme this Breach, | 
n, This, 1 ſay, Sir, you may expect to have demon- 
beate, as to Matter of Fact, beyond your Deny ings; 
1 ” And 


|, That when the Hiſtory of our Defection is ſeen, 
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148 Ground Third of 
And hence eame all that Fury and Fierceneſs, x 
monꝑſt Profeſſors, againſt any, that would ſpeaks 
gainſt the Indulgence ; and a letting looſe ot ther 
Tongucs to Clamour and Calumny againſt juch 
who durſt not be ſilent at the Wickedneſs of thy 
Deed, Needs this, which is ſo notour, any Prof} 
Tour 34 fad Effect is, That berely ( fay ya) 
the Prelatic Party ſeems more hardned, and 20 hy 
leſs Reckoning (as you ſpeak ) of that hearty chez, 
Perjury and Defechion from the Truth, when ſo gra 
a Party of Non-conforming Miniſters they find pu 
lickly claſſed with them. * | 
Anſwer, Sir, That the Prelatiek Party ſhould x 
hardued by ſuch, as go under the Name of Nap 
conformiſts; aud that they are hardned by the l- 
dulged, as it is Matter of Lamentation; fo it 5 
demonttrate, by worthy Mr. Brown, in his Hit; 
And that the Grates are hardned, aud comtontd 
over all that Contempt, which put them ſo mud 
our of Countenance, by your Pleading, is as certaꝶ 
fo iad ; when they obſerve, That you are not in 
Cale to bring one Argument, to prove the Law 
nels of hearing the Indulged, which doth not as ms 
tively and as neecſſarily infer the Lawfulneſs and 
Nceœscſſity of hearing them; and alſo how, whatever 
may be ſaid of the Guilt of Perjury and Deſedlim, 
in their complying with Prelacy, the fame may i 
{aid of the Others complying with Eraſtianiſn 
Since both are equally abjured, and both to h 
5 „ reckoned 
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* More ia Print, viz. Who yet are otherwiſe known® 
be both able and godly; yea, which hath been ſadly re- 
grated, that the Edge cf that Wonted Zeal, which Was & 


gainſt Prelacy and the common Adverlary hath been thy) 
blunred in 8 more hot Purſizit of the other Party. me 
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Propoſal Third Anſwered, 6s 
þ [reckoned Deſcctions fr m the Truth; muſt not they 
re, as hardned by the Indulged their Practice, fo 
et made ttout-Hcarted and irreclaimablè by the Native 
Ind neceſſry Conſequence of what dro:'s from 
ths your Peli? For this allo tce Mr. Brown, aud ad and 
alc what he ſays there, when you have Leiſure; 
uad til] then III ſay no more on this Farticular. 
Your 47 ſad Effect is, The ſhaking and ſtumbling 
vn); for Confirmation whereof you bring, 
rar ſome private Perſon ſaid to you. * 
Anſwer, Sir, | believe both, you might have met 
{ith Hundreds of Perſons regrating the tame ; and 
Irsee alſo with you, That tis tad to ſee ſuch 
ts dumbling-blocks laid in the Way of Perfons of all 
IIs: And for this allo I refer you to Mr, Brown's 
t 18 NR of Scandal, in the Hiſfory of Indulgence; where 
| : # . . . 
0); pu will fee the Effect refounded upon, and aſcribed ll 
ned Jo is true Cauſe ; and fo you will either fee your il 
we er forced to make a Plailter of other Ingredients, | 
[a to 4 
tf XY I 
VIur | + cr d 4th flands thts intire. 4. The Shaking and 
m: Atumbling of many, which I muſt here write wita a ſad 
id iemembrance of a Chriſtian, who. I du ſt not but ſay but 
truly lerious, who ſpake to me almoſt weeping, when 
terer Is laſt in our Country, of being put to that through this 
Gim, Fit: Breach and vitible Contradiction in publick Preaching z 
y ie ſe that {ome had openly declared thege were ſcarce Four 
iſm: aul Miniſters of the Church to be found, that they knew 
4" 'Intwhat, or whom to credit; but like to be ſhaken in the 


0 be len Foundation. And 1 muſt humbly judge, if this Bteach iy 
oned bud grow, I know no Gain will eyer recompente the 
— W's Damage herein, I mean of our King and Head, in 
van te tditication of his People. Yea, who are there, if not 
ly te · I tt and eſtabliſned by Grace, that can lcok on the e devour- 
was & $9 Heats and Breakings amongft both Chtiſtians and Mini- 
n this en in this Day, Lut arc in Hazard to take Prejudice at the 
„dae of Religion, and mutt needs judge that theſe cannot 
"Pie Fruits of the Spirit cf Chriſt, Page 5. ibid. 
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fician of no Value: And be found to have bro 


1 FO / Ground Third of | it | 
to heal the Breach and Stroke of our Wound; (x e 
elſe, inſtead of proving a Healer, you'll prove a th 


Oyl to increaſe the Fire into an unquenchabl 
Flame, inſtead of extinguiſhing it. | 

But further, Sir, Firſt, I beſeech you conſider, hoy 
your Arguing, all along(t, impoſes the Neesſliy 
to reicerate, and inculcate this, That you prove ta 
much, to prove any Thing ; for till you have pw 
ved the Diſparity betwixt hearing the Carates, an 
the Indulged, whatever you ſpeak of Peoples being 
{ftumbled, by theſe Animoſities, and Heats, Gs, #| | 
the Truth of Religion: The ſame mult be ſaid; x 
to our Heats. occaſioned by Withdrawing from th 
Epiſcopal Curates, and will, if the Cure you pw 
ſcribe be the alone Remedy, carry us, for curing th 
preſent Diſtemper, and preventing Mens calting x 
all Religion, to court an Union with the Guat, 
And here once more let me tell you, Sir, That Gi, 
Barnet hath made Uſe of this very Arguments 
gainlt all the Nonconformiſts, to prevent tt 
lame Inconvenience, and in a very high Strain uh k ju 
t hat theſe Heights and Heats, ſo contrary to the Lai ru 
Love, Peace, Meekneſs, Humility, the very Chain] ting 
and Cognizance of Saints, cannot be looked upon, 8f fuch 
the Fruits of the Spirit, And really, Sir, if your ef $ bur 
ſoning be good, and your Remedy approved, If hyin 
fully as good, both as ro Reaſon and Remedy, Þ lal, 

2dly, As to your interje&ted Aſſertion, in td brot 
Words, .1nd I muſt Humbly judge, if this Bnuſ laue 
ſhould grow, I know no Gain Fill ever recompaſ ud, 
the King's Damage herein; 1 mean (ſay you) Au k ſuc 
King and Head, in the Edification of his Pap harin 
May I not retort? and Anſwer it by this Quay dude 


Propoſal Third anſwered, gt 
Kind of Union go on, whereby is buri= {| 
ed into Oblivion the high Injury done to Chriſt 
br Þ our King; fo as there ſhall not be a Party to keen 
7 up a ſtanding Teſtimony againft that Compliance {} 
bk Þ with the wicked Uſurper, (for your Union not 
only drives at this, but in expreſs Terms, it was 
ritten to my (elf, by a great Man, that he defired 
ry, Y beped, that all Difference as to that, might and 
to) 
pre 


be buried, as never any more to be heard of.) 

2 can counterbalance the King's — Fi 
oh! Sir I know Nothing, but that which you 
xg may quickly ſee, viz, That . dethrened King com- 
„A ing to take Vengeance on this high Diſſoyalty, (I ruly 
ö if of us have Reaſon to tremble at the Thoughts 
ate cf his being about to repair himſelf this Way, and 
awo get the Glory of his declarative Juſtice, on ſuch 
gt} adiloyal Generation.) I profeſs I ſee no Remedy: 
io * And your own Way of | Pleading makes me more 
un bopeleſs: For this ſays ſtill, Let us be uuite, come 
GY of the Cauſe what will. This, I ſay, is the true 
ale of all the Plaiſtering and Pleading in your 
Paper. 2dh,; I ſay, Sir, Let your two firſt Conceſſions 
k Judge ; and then the King's Damage will be coun- 
truailed by what you have in your Third, viz, By 
king in the Bitterneſs of our Soul (and inſtead of 
- fich an Union, whereby the Wrong done to Chriſt | 
r H buried) putting the Beaſt upon our ſelves ; for | 
hisbF having been fo baſe, as not to have witneſſed more 
dy, | Lal, both againſt the Uſurpation of our Maſter's | 
tht Throne, and againſt this groſs and manifelt Com- 
Ina jliauce of the Indulged therewith : And, let me 
amal add, that, notwithitanding of both, there ſhould 
)q# ee ſuch Pleading as yours, whereby the Way of re- 
Pegg ping it, is to hide the Damage into a preſent 
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dering with them, who have done this, | 
34%, 
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152 Ground Fourth of „ 

2dly, Sir, give me Leave to tell you furthel] Yot 
T he King's Damage is more repared, and all th lem ſ- 
ill Effects you have men:1oned, more cfeQual ud . 
prevented, by keeping up a Teſtimony againſt d I ol 
Way of theſe Men; and by witneffing againſt boy. Jaber 
ing before, and accepting of Favours from th yin 1 
Ulturper, than ever can be by your Method. And Aol 
to put this out of Doubt, ſpeak your Soul, Wie Þ UI 
ther, if it were given to you and me, to follow the &e jul 
Footſteps of that great Martyr Mr. Gutbry, who lr. 
died ſolely upon the Head of his Malier's Supte unt 
macy, ( whereby he hath condemned us of Un of 
faithfulneſs and Diſloyalty, and the Truth is, bw 
cauſe of that tew Men deſire to have the Name d $ in 
that renowned Worthy mentioned: Neither wore {iv PI: 


der I at it.) and to be ſacrificed upon that InP? 


reſt, as he was, it would more countervail the King! this 
Damage, than thus to be daubing? 1 ſay, f 
ſpeak your Heart and Soul in the Caſe ; Is it 6 11 
and will it not be more for the Credit of the Mine 

firy, for the Conviction of the World, that Chrifh 
as King, is to be ſuffered for, than that we ſhoull 
fall a Soudering into an Oneneſs with theſe Men, 
while continuing in the Poſſeſſion of that, the A 
ceptation of W. ieh was high Diſloyalty to Chriſt? It! 
And the Blood of that Martyr, with others ſine, F 
18 crying againſt it, as a letting go the Word of tkF 
Church of Se tland's Patience, which they have ſeala f 
with their Blood : That great King, concerned WF 
the Caſe, will determine which of the Two WA 


the King's Damage: and to Him leave it, al 

from Him 1 expect the Deciſion ; but it will ink 5 

the Ears of all Men to tingle, When he comes un u 

decide. „„ N em 
5 Tou 
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thel | Your Fijtb fad Effect is worded thus, If it would 
| th ſafe to engage the Maltitude in theſe Controverſies, 


all; Yd make this their Ruſineſs, ere many ſuch know what 


t the Bk ſolid Work and Exerciſe of Godlineſ; is, and what 
bow aber the Printiples and ( fot ar) the Power of Re- 
th en mean rw. "Fea | | 
Ant 47er. If. It would ſeem very unſafe indeed; 
Nig In Union and Communion with Chriſt is to have 
k tc jult Precedency, and is to be preſſed in the Fir 
who ler. Bur, Sir, I pray you; againft whom do you 
ors net this Dart ? Tis known very well; whom 
Un, ju oppoſe and contradict. You know to whom 
be u have directed your Letter; You ko alſo, 
e g u intend it as a Vindication of your Practice in 
70d. lis Place; and of yout Party at Home: And ſo; 
Int: Þ 2 Condemnation of all, who went before you 
ng! this Place; and of all, who do not concur with 
Sr, Nu, ot dare — to 3 you, at Home. And 
tice is it, what you ſay in your Fifth, cills for x 
Ede | 
iris, | And therefore, Sir, if you mean Mr. Brown (whom 
dull u mainly contradict, without ever conſidering 
e Fat he hath ſaid, or anſwering it:) I judge my 
Ao both for the Truth's Sake, and for the Repute of 
till? Pitt great Man of God, who hath to faithfully; ſo 
ines Fully, and ſo zealouſſy ſerved his Generation, be- 
ad what you or I, or n_ like us (yea, above 
ala N of us; whatever we may fancy ) are able: And 
d if keeping up that juſt Eſteem he had amongſt all 
Vay F Godly in the Place, of a great Goſpel-Preacher, 
il nterpote and give the 0 to any, who either 
| | in 


— 


mit yet add on this Ground of Expediency; If it would 
„ Ge. The reft of this comes in aſeer ward, as in Mx. 
u Ws printed Paptr; Page 5. tho not all together. 
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154 Ground Fifth of. | 
in this Place, or cl{ewhere would ſeek their Min 
pute upon the Ruin of the Eſtimation, d 55 
faithful and famous a Servant of Chriſt. 
in order to this, I tay, 1f, That however in a 
Ordinary, in Lecturing, and upon Faſt-days, hemIA! 
ſo faithful, as that he durſt not forbear, to I 
Witnels to the Truth, with a ſingular Perſpiaiſ b 
and ſhining Zeal and Boldneſs, to the Edifiaty * 
of all the Lovers of the Cauſe, and their Confinſym 
tion in the Truth. (Oh! if others would leans fg 
him, or had his Mantle! Oh! that we could wt 
more affected with the Loſs, at ſuch a Time, ofa fd. 
a burning and ſhining Light! 1 know ſome ſonm f Al 
for it ; tho I know alſo, Others were never hall gyei 
to regrate it to God, nor Man.) So I dare ap i, it 
the Knowledge and. Conſcience of all theſe yy lus, 
have named particularly, and ſuch as you have d tfaif 
named in the Bulk, whether the whole of. his x 
mont, without the Intermixture of any other MI I mit 
ter, had not a Speciality of a pure Goſpel Tincun I u be 
His Sermons breathing nothing, but Faith in C will «x 
and Communion with him; (his Lectures harm und t 
always afforded him ſuffieient Matter of Teſtinaiſ ad m 
again(t all the Courſes of publick Defection of Mr no 
Tune, in giving whercof he was ever free dy Conte! 
faithtul:) And to this alſo I was a conſtant Woah 
neſs, And to my Shame, I give theſe Two unk tlocd 
my Hund, 157. That I learned ſo little, at great Ma my 
Living ſton and him, together with the Ret, to pra dhe, 
the Golpel. 2dly, That being often ſurprized vil luffer 
the Spirituality and Height of the Matter, I W rabl; 
ſometime tempted to envy, or grudge, That he w Notio: 
lo far above me, | - [rein 
But, 2dly, As to ſuch as have not heard him, ¶ gan to 
they may gather the Richneſs of his Stock of cen the tr. 


| .+ Propoſal Third anſwered, 155 
ar Wes out of his Polemick Pieces ; So they will ſee in 
of bf praclical Pieces the Spirit of a Miniſter, who in- 
A uled to know nothing, amongſt a People, but Chriſt, 
in oft bim crucified, with a plain Perſpieuity of Notion 
heal Phraſe bringing down the high Myſteries of Re- 
> zen to the Capacity of ſuch, as he deſigned to 
eh bat, Edify and Comfort. And as to my ſelf, who 
dun with him concerned in the Contradiction, and 
ham liable to Accularion, I ſhall ſay little: only, | 
eme eng am put to it, 1 crave Liberty, 1, To ap- f 
Multo my Hearers, to ſome of whom yours is de- | 
Nd. 24h. For what I have written, I hope, it ( 
ann hall cut off Occaſion from ſuch as ſeek Occaſion, that | 
teal drain t bey ſeek to glory, they ſhall be found even 4s me. | 
Apfel dr, it is long ſince I wrote both my Mind of Divi- | 
S Jay fue, and my Advice more particularly to Hunger 
ea nere, how to carry, and what to preach, and 
$ #Iiwade the Heaters ; whereof I may ſay, without 
Me Vaity, How bluntly and bauchly ſoeyer the Mat- 
ture! u be hand led; yet, there is ſo much ſaid there, as I! 
Wy mlexempe me from a Liableneſs to this Charge. | 
ung ind to cloſe this, relating to my worthy Brother, 
an nd my ſelf, I will only tell you, As 1 will fut- 
Uno Man, under what Pretence foever, to cat 
Wi lontempt upon him, without rolling away that Re- 
: We ach, the belt Way 1 can ; So I count my ſelf o- 
une lüged in,Conſeicnce, and in Duty, to do all that is 
un my Power, to prevent a Diviſian, driven in the 
pred Place, by this Novel Method of Union, and not to [| 
uuf luffer the Spirits of any to be debauched into a de- {| 
Lu rtable Neutrality, as to that Indulgence, under the 
e V4 Notion of Healing, Peace, &c. We were One, and 
Ibu in the Lord, till an Union on this Foundation be- 
* fan to be ſo much driven at this Rate amongſt us; 
* le true Tran ſumpt of the Methods uſed at Home, 
1 . X 2 N and 
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156 Ground Fifth of 
and is like to have the ſame Iſſue here, they lyfprfior 
there; and then we know whom to thank. Asfyff Fthe 
gur Brethren, at Home, I am not ſo great a Stra f beine 
to what they preach, and io what Others preach ty jyrec 
Bur I have Confidence to ſay, on their Bebalf, dw a F 
are much abuſed, in the Matter. And, which mi But 
pe a cooling and calming Iuſtance, I crave Lea nf Why + 
tell you, that the common Report of poor Mr, Orbe ! 
meron, ( from which I may take my Meaſure, 28 U People 
the Truth and Falſhood of what is ſaid, and that vii Matte 
lets Confidence, of Others) was, That not only EI f m. 
did preach Nothing but Bable againſt the Þndalgeme;Þ xſore 
Bur that he could do no other Thing. And thy fare 
was ſo confidently and commonly talked, that I vu mc 
not in Cale co contradict it upon Knowledge. But Curt 
Sir, by his coming hither, the Reporters have WJ b « 
their Credit, of being ſo eaſily believed for the Fr I mne 
ture; and many, who heard him, were convined f a 
that Prejudice, E to Malice, had given May Jag 
Liberty to talk ſo: For here he was found a Ma vo 
of a ſavory Goſpel-Spirit, the Byaſs of his Hean / len 
ing towards the propoſing of Chriſt, and reineng mof 
to a Cloſing with Him. And beſides, I can uf yho \ 
you, What a Perſon ſaid ro my ſelf, whom yu th 
elicem Gracious and Judicious, and have ReaſontÞConi 
elteem them ſuch, having heard him preach ag Fpith 
his Ordination, That they had not heard ſuchiſ ne 0 
Gaſpel-preaching ſince Mr. Brown's Banichment. I Hd 


tell you, This is one unqueſtionable Inſtance of WY ut 


Fal ſhold and Calumny of this Charge; and I woul He 
have you, to look upon what is ſaid of the Reit,intlWh xxer 
Matter, as of a Piece with it. But God, and Chi w 
and the Spirit hath refuted this Calumny, by making hou] 
the Golpel, as preached by them, the Power of Gol dis! 
unto Salvaticn ; Though even the Work of Cui, 
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Y ll yerſion it ſelf, becauſe he was pleaſed to make uſe 
Wia ofthe Miniſtry cf theſe Men, paſted with many for 
ng being changed only in Opinion, and for beuiꝑ pro- 
to Klyted into a Party, or charmed wich Applauſe in- 
io a Faction, | 
mf} Bur what's the Matter, Sir, of all this Clamour ? 
Ve of Why do you nor {peak out ? O! Here's the Matter, 
. Gl The Indulgence muſt not be meddled with before the 
4 uf People ; or the Acceptance thereof held out, as a 
"ld Matter to be mourned over, if a Man were never 
I EI o much preſſed in Conſcience to pour cut his Heart 
en before che Lord, and conſtrained to perſwade the 
t Kerers to joyn with him, becauſe of this I iquity, 
Ile mourn: O then what Noiſe is raited ! what 
but I Courſes are taken not only to cry down ſuch, as 
Mb and cry to God, for this Morber Miſchief, and 
Fi Yoone of the leaſt of that All of Abominations, that 
nah Je amongſt us; for which the en with the 
Mal Slwbrer-weapons will draw the Blood of theſe 
Mambo are 10 ſparing of their Tears!“ (and of all 
y len in the Nation mort dreadful may the Expectati- 
= mof thele Mens Hearts be, who cry out, againſt ſuch, 
1 el bo cry to Him for the Grievoulneſs of the Guilc 
af this Crimſon {niquity : ) If, 1 fay, a Man make 
dun Gnicience of this, he may come to paſs under the 
an kprhet of That ignorant, impertinent, &c. As 
ueh?J ine of them were charactered to my ſelf, But 
t, tiles, a crying of him, or them down, all Means 
fk faut be uſed to eruſh them. 
roul] Hence, the erecting of Meetings, (which fhall 
at yer be found Presbyterian Meetings: But that's 
MWg" Matter; for 'tis very congruous, that that 
aan bould be no true Presbytcrial Meeting, that hath 
Gol dis for its Work, to Cenſure fuch, as witneſs againſt 
Cat lis T hat wretched Indulgence, as the very Ruine 
xl) Presbytery, and makes it as great an Abuſe of 
| Language 


U 


158 Ground Fiſth of 
Language to call, or account the Accepters tny 
Presbyterians, as to call or account the Epiſe 

Curates ſuch :) For purſuing ot ſome ſuch, with 
that Heat, Haſte, and at that PIs as that a ney 
Breach is made, by the Hand of thoſe, whom ; 
mult call Healers, as Phyſicians mult (till pak 


for ſuch, and that unpuniſhed, tho' thrugh ther 


Unskilfulneſs they kill Hundreds, inſtead of curing 
of One. And as all this Noiſe and Clamour y 
made, upon the one Hand, to crucify ſuch quick 
and make them ſtink above Ground, who dar 
not forbear to Witneſs their Deteſtation again} 
that which, upon ſolid Grounds, they belien 
His Soul hateth : So, upon the other Hand, 9 
eolour over the Silence of ſuch, with ſplendid, and 
ſpecious Pretences, who do not mention or mom 
over theſe Things; yea, by, and for this ven 
Thing to cry them up, and procure them the 
Credit of the only Goſpel- Preachers of the Time, By 
which Artifice alſo they would monopolize the Re 
pute of the Men, Who only know how to Divide 
the Word; while Others mult paſs under what 
Garb, theſe are pleaſed to ſhape out for them, 
But alas! to what Hight of Impudence are we ar 


rived ? who, inſtead of diſcovering eur liga, 


to turn away our Captivity, it (hall be the Way to 


acquire a Name in the Church, to abſtract roy | Mi 


all theſe Things. Oh! if we had a Jeremiab, whok 
Head were Waters and his Eyes a Fountain of Tear, 
to weep Day and Night, for the want of the i 


Man, and him who underſtands this, and to whowilt | 


Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it; that he muy d. 
clare it, for what our poor Church periſbeth! Alas! 
the Wiſdom of our wiſe Men is periſhed, and the 


- underſtanding of our prudent is hid! Alas: * 


| 
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ire our Prophets and Seers covered, when the Diſeo- 
jery of our Iniquity .is become a Reproach ! One is 
made an Offender for that; and there is a Saying, 
upon the Matter, Come, and let us ſmite him with the 
Tongue, and let us not give heed 10 any of his Words ; 
ind when Silence, as to the Sin of the Nation, paſ- 
{h for an highStrain of Spirituality, inPreaching ; 
ind Men will be admired for this, and applauded ; . 
while he is hated, who -rebuktth in the Gate, and 4b. 
krred that ſpeaketh uprightly. Sir, To ſhut up this, 
Imult tell you, while tome for their Faithfulneſs 
xe thus treated; and Others highly cryed-up, for 
their (tudied Abltractedneſs : I have been taught to 
inderſtand a Scripture, ever dark to me before this 
Time, viz, Some indeed preach Chriſt, even of Envy,--- 
ſwpoſmg to add Afflction to my Bonds, Phil. i, 15, 16; 
Bur that which paſſeth Sentence upon the Men, who 
blow their Light (and in this, ere, all be done; 
will be found the true Sons of Zadol, and Follow- 
asof the Lord, while others go aſtray:) and weep 
wer This, and warn of its Sm; and that which 
dofns the contrary Practice with beautiful Colours, 
nd abſolves from all Unfaithfulnefs, becauſe of Si- 
knee, is this, which you here hold forth, 7 hat this 
i an engaging of the Multitude in Controverſies, and a 
ming it their Bufineſs, ere mam ſuch know what the 
lid Work and Exerciſe of Godlineſs is, & e. And that | 
this is a plain and, palpable Contradiction to the A- 
poltle's Rule, Rom. xiv.” 1. As being a Receiving of 
tim, who is weak, to doubtful Diſputations, &c. 


And thus, Sir, I mult tell you, One builds the 


Wall, and another daubs it with untempered Mortar; 
One is not only ſilent, as to the clamant Sin of the 
lime; but crys out againſt the Faithfulneſs of ſuch 
8 ipeak ; and Another plcads for this, as * 
ri 


— * 
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| 


but being looked upon by you all, as One, who 


man, ſo preach, and ſo ſpeak, as taught of God, lu 


* 


168 Ground Fifth of 
rial Prudence, and as if this were ts Ind the Tingi ut is 
and what the Iſrael of God ong hr to do, kr 

Now, bee iuſe in this is couched all the Strengg * 
of your Reaſon, whereby you colour an Abltracted I . 
nels from theſe Things among(t the People, an I, | 


charge Others, as directly contraveening and eos % ;/ 


tradicting the Apoſtles Rule; pardon me, if I tak ut 
Liberty to conſider it more narrowly : And, it may tf fan 
be, I am as much concerned in the Caſe, as any noy |. 
living; and as much aimed at, not only in Reſped 

of my Practice, ar ſome of our ſmall Sulemmitie;; I, 


eountenanceih ſuch-a Practice in Ochers, (where. 
of, I hope you ſhll never make me aſhamed ) Ii 
then, 1. Sir, Do you not conſider the Unſtirabls 
neſs that is in this Reatoning, to give it the bf 
Name? For a Miniſter is preaching to a Multitude J. 
where, as there are not only many vithont, but fome &þ 
little Children, lome young Men, ſome old Men in 
Chriſt : Muſt he not then, to ſhew himſelf, 282 Bund. 
Feeding Paſtor, ſo a skilful and faichtul Work J. 


ts divide the Word aright ? (hall he, becauſe there are I. 

a Multitude, who may bt ſuppoſed to know No 
thing of the Things of God; and becauſe there are . 
ſome Babes in Chrift; therefore abſtain altogether Jy 
from mentioning of theſe Things, as Things that 
make not for Edification ? Well, Sir, firit then, d 
you. mult ſuppoſe that our faithful Porefarhers I 
preached not to ſuch a Multitude ; or elſe that they 
were Fools and Impertinents, in meddling with thele 

Things in Pablick ; and troubling the People with 
what made not for Peace and Edification, 2dly, 1 
ask you, if you obſerve this Rule, when, or to what 
Congregation - ſhall you preach upon any * Mul; 

| 


* ws 
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Propoſal Third Anjwered, 101 
inen lat is controverted ? Oh ! you will exclaim, and 

/, T here are ſome Truths of that high Import, as mit 
neh rected upon, cleared and inculcaie, when openly con- 
Cel. J icled, tho” there were none in the Congregation that 
and ler / ood them; aud they muſt | be cleaved p 10 them, 
con fg they ma) be under ſtood, and that the Hearers ma 
tak un to contend earneſtly fur tbem. Bur, Sir, this wal 
May hx fave you, nor ſhelcer you in the Cafe ; for you 
now i deprived hereof by your Fir/# Conceſſion, T Hat 
tre mut be no Oolne ſe, nor Indifferency, in any Inte- 
of of Truth, &c. Tea, that Truths comparatively 
hull may be = in their Seaſon ; So that a leſti= 
um then, with greateſt Reſpett, is neceſſarily called for, 
un 4 publick Oppoſition is made to the ſame, Thiele 
able fit your own Words. Hence then it is evident, 
bel at you mult let go your own Conceſſn, or that 
ude, ur Pretence doth not ſhelter you; for the leaſfTruth 
ome f e may become, by your own Confeſſion, a- 
„ 1 fangt the greateſt, if publick Oppoſition be . made 
a enn. But, 34h, Are you not hereby Sel Feondem- 
ork %? And do you not eundemn all the Non-con- 
bo fim-Minitters, who preaching to a Mulctrnde, fa 
are Faced, did ever 1nention Prelacy ? For the Reaſon 
No Þþ good againſt the One, as agaunt the Ocher; 
ae la, or who ſhall now preach againit Popery, Ar- 
ther unn n, or Soc iniani ſm wo ſuch a Multitude ? For, 
that Pay, O, hat may be done, becauſe the People are is 
ben, and, and publict Oppoſition is made to the Truth; 
hers i nothing for you, in the Caſe, unleſs you either 
they ij as much for the Practice you eondemn; or fay, 
hele ſv publick Oppoſition is made to the Truth, or that 
vitll es a mall Truth; which are all caſt by your ſelf, 
» 1 unſafe and ridiculous : So I need not inſitt. | 
hat | ybh; Be it fo, that a Miniſter is to preach. to 
uth Multicude ; and therefore, accordivg to your Rea- 
that | Y = foumy 
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ſoning. he 1s to carry Abſtractedh, as to theſe Thin 
Then this muſt be either, becauſe they are all Iqngy# 
of them; and yet even in that Caſe, when Chi 
held forth, theſe Things are in the next Place gi 
ſpoken to; both becauſe of their Relation to aq 
ſing with Chriſt; and becauſe of the publick ( 
oſition made to them: And they may be called 
eal them with their Blood, as many of theſe da 
{ed littles Ones have been, and have done: ki 
therefore, they had the more need to be eſtabliſy 
in the preſent Truth, which they may be all 
thus to ſeal with their Blood. But, 24h. It b 
Suppoſition not to be made, that amongſt ſug 
Multitude, chere are none acquainted with the pf 
ſent Caſe; (for your ſelf and others have fou 
| fome among(t the People, that have given u 
ſelf, and them for whom you plead, your 
full, in the preſent Debate; and whom you m 
yet find ſtrong enough to grapple with the WA 
of your Paper. | 
ow, it being ſo, either it is a Sin and Deli 
on to be mourned over, or not: If it be, thenk 
the Sike of thoſe, who know it to be ſuch, it 1 
be ſpoken of; that they may be excited to moum t 
ver it, If you ſay, They know it already: Thisff 
nothing to the Purpoſe : For, 1. Yet it is to 
held to their Eye, de navo ; That their Eye may 
fect their Heart: Unleſs that you chink they © 
not to preach Truths to a, People, which they gui 
to be ſuch ; and that in Order to their having t PO 
Hearts more reimpreſſed with the Power, and LA 

and Preciouſneſs of theſe Truths, which they kno 


and which they approve, as excellent; being it © 
ſtructed out of his Law. 2dly. It is nothing F / 
the Purpoſe ; for tho? they kuow it, yet the 184 l 


Tal Its ; 


; * Propoſal Third anſwered 163 
[or pee of Others of the ſame, makes it neceſſary, If 
Chuif q confeſs the Sin of it. as you ſeem to do; both 

vt theſe, who are ignorant, may know it, and 


3 ment before the Lord, upon Knowledge; and 
lick (Mourning may be more univerſal, And alſo, 
alle Fuſe it may come to be the Word of their Teſti- 
e d:. And ttis neceſſary they ſhould be elear in 
och that they may eredit their Profeſſion, 
ablih Ee in Caſe to render a Reaſon to any that asks 
e em; and that they may have Confidence before 
if called to ſuffer and ſeal their Teſtimon 
ful ich their Blood, that it is His Truth, to which 
the willy bear Teſtimony ; as ſome, who would have 
e fon without a Peradventure reckoned amongſt theſe 
wrants, not to be troubled with theſe Things, 


7 1 been. But, ; 

ou M r, you and I cannot yet part here; for I re- 

Wide not to be put off with, I know not, I ſee not 
ut, And therefore, let me ask you, Do you 

Defeat approve the engaging of the People in the Na- 

then Covenant, and in the ſolemn League and Cove- 

ic öh? If you do, as I ſhall ſuppoſe, till you de- 


10urnt 
This & kave to ſuppoſe alſo, that you will grant a Ne- 
is to Þity to exhort, and warn the People to cleave to 
may Covenant-Engagements to God: And that they 
they Þ do ſo, and cleave to Him with Clearneſs and 
y gulſ® poſe of Heart, there is an indiſpenſible Neceſſi- 
ig the upon Miniſters of elearing up Things contained, 
du engaged to in the Covenant : Therefore let 
kno 8k you then, how it comes to paſs, you make 
ing e of Biſhop Lighton's Argument, (Anſwered in 
ning f ſe of the Accommodation) for proving the Un- 
e Jenfiulnels of ever having entred into theſe Cove- 
rats; to prove the Inexpedience; yea, the Hurte 

Y 2 fulneſs 


it; Then in the next Place, you will give 


14 


164 .-;\ Ground Fifth of 
fulneſs of mentioning cheſe Things amongſt Whitho! 
the People, which are fo neccflary for them to hal Er- 
and adhere unto ; if they would not expoſe then irt ) 
ſelves to the Curſe of a broken Covenant ? For Mi Pr 
Medium you both uſe is One. And really, Sir nd 
hath much the Advantage of you, in managingi Bur 
For, ſuppoſing it to have been a lawful Coveyanfyll 

and that wherewith our Souls, and the Souls of Muth 
Polterity are bound unalterably: And conſiderinflite 1 
that the (tated Advertary,-to Chriſt his Interelt-afiz. 
People, puriues and perſecutes for faithful Mu th 
beſion to this Covenant; and yet for you to a 
a clearing of what belongs to theſe Things cache 
tained in the Covenant, an engaging of the Pati] (ew 
in unprofitable Contraver ſies, and doubtful Di ſpuating the | 
It is luch a lax and looſe Diſcourſine, as every off alli 
beſides your ſelf, will judge the Biſhop ſpake ma h 
Reaton than you in arguing, from your Medim ay 
the Unlawfulneſs of ever having entred into the b if 
Covenants :.For, if your Argument be good, wh tad 

did you ever engage them by Qath into thattheir 
Which afterward would be called doubt ful Diſpur troy 
tions? Or, ſince you have engaged them, why A into 
you not clear up theſe Things to them now, wha brea 
the All of the Covenant is denied and perlecutedg alas 

That they may ſtand and nit hſtand, in this evil Da great 
baving their Loins girt about with Truth; and th tis 

they may with the more Confidence cleave unt Cod 
them, nd contend for them ? Beſides, Sir, Do yore 
not {t1]] ſee how miſeraply you axe mired ? Faqlith 
your Reaſon militates as much againſt mention ae 
of the Evil; of Prelacy to the People, as the Si leu 
the Indulgente; fu the One is as doubtſul a Diſſſ pur 
tation, as the Other; and the Peppe are equi Bre. 
, Engaged againlt Prelacy and Eraſtiamſme; So Uf 

eee 2 | „ : i! 


* / \ 


gf &Jyichout all Colour of Reafon, to call what relates 


d H Eraſtiani im doubriul, Ditpucation, thereby to di- 
e thenlert Men from an Oppoſition to it; or r«grate for 
or ulis Prevalency, even after we are deſtroytd by it: 


ind to put the Matters ot Prelacy 11 an other Claſs, 
Bur, Sir, ſince you are inſimuatung Challenges, I 
jill give your felt, (and I wilude my (elf 
Ich you) aud the Bulk, even of the belt of all 
Ide Novcontormilts un Scotland, a very plain One, 
ell un. That much of the Apotraly and Detection 
A the Land may be refounded hereupon; That 
we have, at this Time, inſiſted fo little, in 
gplaining the, Covenants to the People, and in 
hewing.chem the Things obliged to in theſe, and 
the Hazard gf breaking them, and after Fows of 
4 wling Inquiry; for, if this had been more faith- 
wan fully gone about by all of us, as there had never 
img ſuch Thing, as this Indulgence, been heard of; 
Joe if there had, the Conſcience of thele Obligations 
nd put us to ſome far other Thug, in order to 
a] thir Recovery, who are taken in this Church-de- 
lying Share, than thus to chant and charm us 
mo an Oneneſs with them, while they own that 
breach of Covenant, «whereof they are guilty. But 
alas | however we may cover and hide it, yet our 
Da great Silence, and our little Seriouſneſs to keep up 
1d th tte Memory of thele Covenam-Engagements to 
e unt Cod, tteſh upon the Souls of the People, hath diſ- 
Jo crered this ſad Sceret, that the Thing is but 
? Flttle upon our own Souls; and it may be there 
zom are few of us in Caſe to ſay, That theſe Nineteen 
Sin leurs we have often read over theſe Covenants, on 
Diſſa purpoſc to effect our own Heart with our perſonal 
quali breaches thereof, that ſo we might, with a Piece, 
50 It of more holy Fervour and Fear, have watchicd 1 
wit | al 


Ir, on 
ng 
Venar 
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ceedure and Pleading, wherein you would be appr inn 


_e.. Ground Fifth of 00 
and warned Others, both as knowing the Terri that 
God, and as knowing if the Wicked periſh with], C 
Warning, our Soul lies at the Stake. Sir, our Speech] or 
in Publick and Private, bewrays ſo much Oblivia 
of the "Obligation of * theſe Covenants, that it cop * 
cerns all of us to conſider it. And to be yet mor f hon 
plain with you, I. dare not, upon this Occaſion 

forbear to tell you, That to me this Manner of Pro 


ved and applauded, ſeems not to ſpeak a freſh Rv "I 
membrance of the ſacred Obligation of the Solem 
Covenants, and of your Reſentment of the Wrong 
done to Chriſt, by the Indalged, no leſs than hy dk I, * 
Prelates. Bear with this Freedom; for now it h la! 
neither Time to flatter, nor is this ay Occaſion w I, , 
diſſemble my Thoughts of Actions, whatever C heh ( 
rity and Affection I have, and retain for Perlons, Life 
But to cloſe this Particular, give me Leave to tell Ng 
you, That I could not, in the preſent Caſe, I ſay, I, w 
in the preſent Caſe, without Confuſion, Shame, Grief Sound 
and Indignation, read theſe Words, F it would ſeem Ir 
ſafe (ſay you) to engage the Multitude in theſe Omm {er t 
verſies, &c, And to colour all, to fix a Contrarity Ihe 
on the Practice, with that Command, Re, xiv, . Ib, 
Him that is weak in the Faith receive you, but nit Jyre, 
doubt ful Diſputations, What, Sir? To the end e ri 
may be baffled into a Compliance with. you, u Hine 
blindfolded, that you may lead us, where, and Wk[ſing 
therſoe ver you pleaſe, do you think to bogle us ou 
of our Senſes, Reaſon and Religion all at once, with sd 
an impertinently applied Sentence of the bleſſed I xre 
Seripture? But, Sir, what do you mean by this? np. 
You know well, that the Indulgence is no more 1 hun 
deubiful Diſputation to us, and Compliance therewith ju ;þ 
is no more a doubtful Diſputation, than Prelacy, and 
| 8 | 4. 


* 


—— 


Propoſal Third anſwered, 167 
I Compliance with Carates. And you know well, 
TW: That the Perſons, who oppoſe both the One and 
hw} je Other, are under as great a Conſtraint from the 
peeeh, I word of the Lord, to do ſo, as the Conſcience of 
via f ch can be ſuppoſed to be, who oppoſe only Prelacy, 
ten nd a Complying with Curates: And ſince you 
mat no upon what ponderous and preſſing Grounds 
alion hey are pouſſed forward in theſe their Witneſſings 
Pro gainlt the Wickedneſs of this Indulgence, and in 
PRIX ming againſt all Compliance with it: How come 
hs yu to ſpeak at this Rate, after you had ſaid, in 
om yur ſecond Conceſſion, that which would have ani- 
rong I rated them to more, viz, That the great Truth of 
y-e t viſible King dom of Jeſus Cbriſt over bis Church, 
it u ot its Independency on the Magiſtrate, and his being 


on e alone ſupreme Head and Langiver thereto, is of 


Che kb Concern and Elevation, as we ſhould not count our 
los, Fife dear ( if called L j the Lord) to be offered up, 41 4 
o tel I rrifice thereon : Yea, that a publick Teſtimony ſhould 
L ſay, Be more ſpecially owned thereto, with a clear and diſtinct 
int und, when fo viſibly oppoſed, as in this Day? I fay, 
| ſeem ir, who can read theſe Words of yours, and be un- 
mr ier the Conviction of their own Conſcience, that 
ieh Ihe Indulgence is, in its Nature and Complexion, an 
IV. l. Jhafian-Brat (which you dare not deny) and there- 
ure, out of Love and Loyalty to our Lord Jeſus 
e chridt, woo 8 are not only to give a di- 
am inet Sound againſt all Wrongs done to him, as 
wb. ling, but alſo to be ready to be ſacrificed in the 
out uarrel? And withal, when it is conſidered, what 
with z added in your 3d Conceſſion, which I need not 
efſed ere repeat; only without wronging of you, The 
this Import of it is, That without Rendings of Heart, we 
re A ſuuld not remember our Silence and ſhunning Teftimonies, 
9 their Seaſon, for this precious Truth. I ſay, who 
1 cam 


a 


* * - - 
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are conſtrained to ſpeak and write of it, as we 


168 , Ground Fiſth of 


eim read all theſe Words of yours, put, them tag. 


ther, and ponder them, and nor rather be ama ab 
at your not expotulating with all, that have Aci“ 
to open their Muth, for nor giving a more dial 
Sound, in Reference to the Wiekedneſs of this l. 0 


| ik 
duleence; than, knowing on what Grounds w File 


yet talk here, of all that, as if this were to he . 
Field wich a toom Table, for want of better Pur. 1 
poſe; or, at bet, to be idly buſy, that we mig 
buſy the People in idle No ions, wherein they, ul 25 
the Cruſe ire (© little concerned ? wn 
But, you will think to clear your ſelf, and cont — 
off with a Parcel of good Words, you have givenus 1 
to qualifie all, viz, I is ſwe (ſay you) that it md unge 
concerns all, who preach the Goſpel, to know the Ait 
ſage they deliver be ſuited for ſolid Edification, and is 151 
bearing Teſtimany to the Truth, in this Day, which i 
fo unqueſtionably a Duty, that yet it be with ſuch a grit 
Miniſterial Seriouſneſs and Chriſtian Wiſdom, as it my * 
commend the Truth to the Conſcience of the People; H 
that this Duty be neither neglected, nor unſuitably mank Pa 
ged, otherwiſe 4 light, and too ordinary a Way, i 
ſpeaking on ſo grave a Concern, or on publick Differ-ly, 
ces, without ſome convincing and ſuitable Weight here, gl. 
and when it is with per ſonal Refletions, we may. fee 
would ſtumble, more than cenvince; and would ſeem 1 | 
a Thruft, rather at the Perſons of ſome, than ar theth;” 
Way, and to gain an Intereſt to 4 Party, more than fit 


the Truth. | _ | mr 
Anſnzer. 1 f. You know ver; well, vir, that nera 
Teltimony be given freely and faithfully againſt he * 


Evil of this Iadulgence; and if it keep a Proportio 


to the Grievouſineſs of the Sin of that ere mop 


and to the Greacnels of the Suare, that is in wy te 


. Propoſal Third anſwered, 169 

n tog to the Greatneſs of the Snare; for, as it ought 
Marg o be odious to all the Godly upon this Account; 
Acceh hit theſe good Men, who eſcaped the Snare of 
lifting Hiſcopacy, were yet eaught into this Court. trap; 
his k. 6 lkewile, bee auſe the People, who ſtand aloof from 
ds we Fnlcopacy, may be by Silence at this Evil, belot- 
Ve dg uu into a Compliance with, and Complacency in 
il the ſt, which is equally bateful unto Chritt, as King, 
ku. hurtful. to the whole of dur Cauſe, with Epi ſco- 
mel 1j) All Unluitablenels, and Undecencies in the 
Y, and unner of giving that Teſtimony, is ſo far from 
eng owned by me, and Others, as I defire neither 
"*Joapprove them in my ſelf, nor applaud them in 
en o pers For, it any Man ſpeak, He aug hit to ſpeak 


Me 
nd 1 
ich i 


reaker {peak with a Flood in his Ey es. 

But; 24). Let me tell you plainly, Sir, That un- 
Air theſe many Words, is coutched a plain Con- 
vs kmning of all plain, publick, and poſitive Lamen- 
* me, before the Lord, the Evil of this Courſe, and 
„ Jifetting before the Eyes of the People its Nature 
2 nd Tendeney; that their Eye may affect theix 
ere ert, becauſe of this Defection. For, write againſt 
% L. klainly who will, and give it bur its Due, 204 is, 
u it in the fame Claſs of Detection with Epi ſcopacy; 


J (r, ſpeak againſt it who will, though with ever - 


s | b much Sorrow and Sertouſneſs, he would be 
 Imed-out upon, as a Perſon troubling the People 
at Ieh donbrful Diſputations, and all the Things enu- 

{ch Iurate by you, as Faults in the Manner, and a 
— many moe, will be pinned upon it, if ever the 
an latter be meddled with: And this I can fay from 
i oper Knowledge. For ſome are fo enraged; that 
67 ey bew more Heat, and Indignation, upon the 
whe 7 very, 


[ 
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nage Oracles of God, the Fire of Zeal for God, and 
bly Indignation at this Courſe, (hould make the 


— — 
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yery hearmę . this mentioned, as 4 Courſe of D 
jettion, than ever they have ſhewed of Zeal againg 
the Detection it ſelf. And it is a Myſtery ſony 
cannot underſtand, how ſome Men, profeſſing them 
{elves to be againlt the Indulgence, are yet nem 
heard to regrate the Wiekedneſs and Iniquity them 
of publickly, or to excite others to mourn over: 
as a Defettion; but are keen and candent a * 
any, who will do this. And I (hall never beli 

lay what they will, while they are ſilent themfeg 


as to either a publick Confeſſion of it to God, and} 


are ſtill ſnarling at all mentioning of it, as a hb 
nous Iniquity, but that it is more at the Matte 
of the Teſtimony, than at the Manner they are it 
cenſed, as condemning their Silenee of Unfaithſul 
neſs, And, I will ever be of this Opinion, til 


I hear, that the Men, who ſpeak ſo much again 


the Manner, do themſelves publickly and plainly 
point forth the Iniquity of this Courſe, and eſih 
to pour out their Hearts before the Lord, for th 
Back(liding and Defection, whereof the Men of thi 
Acceptance have made themſelyes guilty, and ut 
which Defection, Silence, in ſuch as ought to wi 
neſs againſt ſuch a Courſe, does involve them. 
Nay, Sir, for a cloſe of this Propoſal, Let me 
ask you, whether you think all publick Writing 
and all publick Speaking againſt the Evil of thi 
Acceptance, and all publick Perſwading the Loves 
of cur Lord jeſus to be deeply affected with the Gull 
of this Defection, aud all Preſſmg the People ſo much 
the more, to pray that the Men,caught in this Snars 
may be recovered, becauſe good Men, a Wideneng 
of the Breach, and a perfect Oppoſition to that Pead 
and Union driven by you: Which mutt, if it har 


if it have any Baſs at all, have an Oblivion d 


the Wrong done to Chrilt, and the Wickednels d 


"that 


that 2 
p be 


[ 
*1 
hall 
love! 


loyal 


Propoſal Third anſwered, 171 
Int acceptance, for its Foundation ? I ſhall be glad 

of D&F, hear that your publick and plain Teltifying a- 
Gall int this Church-rending, and Church-ruining 
one Fl. and that, at this Time of your pablick Faſt, 
them. tall witneſs for you, that ycur Sout abhors the 
"TT Furſe ; and you deſire to have the Souls of all the 
then. ers of our Lord Jetus Chriſt, as a Teſt of their 
Ver Fiyalty to Him, affected into the fame Abhorrence 
Faun n, with your ſelf. Or, 2dly, Let me ask you, If 
chen, gy of Theſe, who joyn with you in the Action, 
fer uud lament this, as a Courſe ot Defection, before 
„ and} Lord, and alſo lament that it had been 1o little 
a lah kmented 5 and look upon themſelves, as ſo much 
Matter Bye more indiſpenſ:bly called of the Lord to men- 
re in in it, and mourn over it, that theſe who ſhould 
(hub p before them in ſpeaking, were ſilent ; whether 
, tl yu would not call this 4 Ihruſt rather at your 
eau luſon, than at the Evil of that Way; and ſo 
lan Fun your ſelf obliged to thruſt again, whereby 
Ell u engage your” ſelf into an Oppoſiton unto all 
* th 112 Freedom in this Matter? And tobe plain 
1 ou, Sir, If I had ſuch an Opportunity, as 
"jou have, (this Congregation being the only re- 
WF mining Model of that once beautiful Fabrick of the 
% church of Scotland) I would deſirc Grace, if your 
t meet with all the Indulged and Non-indulged in 
land were preſent, as eve, 1 expected Levi's 
beſing, who knew neither Farhaͤr nor Mother, Bro- 
5. | er nor Child; yea, Chriſt's Approbation; as, to 
Du nitneſs againſt this Deſeclien; So, ro witneſs a- 
ainſt the Silence of ſuch, as ſhould ſpeak again(t it, 
nad nd againſt all the Plaiſterings and Palliatings, that 
hre been to hide its Iaiquity, that it might appear 
ks odious than Epiſcopacy : Though, I know, I 
| ould be called, accounted, and eryed- out upon by 
act all, as a Fury, or Fool, becauſe of that: Yea, 
1 t 


172 Propoſal Fourth ; 
tho* I were ſure to be excommunicate by fuck il due 
Meeting, as ſat lately in Edinbyrgh, for this. Ami Mat 
morcover, to tell you what I think my {elf cal - 
unto, I judge the leſs is ſaid of theſe Things, in auf 1. 
publick Aſſemblies, | am the more called, in ay Wor 
{mall Society, both ro lament them, as I can, befor fei 
Him, who is wronged by this Acceptance; and 9 fu 
lament ſuch a Change in the Congregation; a8 
. ſtead of that diſtinct Sound, which uſed to being, Not 
eſpecially at ſuch S»lemnities, there is ſo deep ant} 
dangerous a Silence, joyned with ſharp Severity x 


ar Joy IK V t 
gainſt all plain Dealing, in the Caſe. * 
ore * 


As for your Fourth Propoſal, it is ſo dark t 
cloudy a Contexture, as I know not well what 1 I 
ſay to it: Neither doth it at all come Home toth ley 
Purpoſe, as I underitand it. For, if it be ſo to be * 
underſtood, that we are to unite with them, a me 
own them, excepting the preſent Differences ; what P 
ſays this more for them, than for ſugh as are found Nr 
with them in Judgment of the Prelatick Party? If all 
it be {o to be underltood, as that we are to ſeek hoy ade 
to ſouder and cement with them, while they eont- E. 
nu in their Courle ; you may ſeek and ſolicite us E 
knowing ourPrincipics,into the ſame Soudering and 
Cementing, and that upon all the Grounds oy ads 

uce 


— 


Prop. IV. Are not ſuch expreſly called, vea with an ite 
tenſe $tidy to unite ſo far for the Truth's Sake, and in fal- 
lowing cl-ar uncontroverted Duties, who are otheryil In. 
Iixeminded in Things of the Lord, whatever now may be! 
inDiffe rence amongit us, ſo as that Union ſhould not, not 
ought. tn ſiſt, until a through Oneneſs of Judgment be attain- ſh; 
ed in this preſent Controverſy (which were ſo much to be I *© 
geſired) upon theſe Grounds, Oc, ar, ibid Pag. 5. 


% ; * 


a anſwered, 173 
© + | duce, with Prelates and Curates, Only, Sir, it is the 
urn Matter of my Admiration, how in your Firſt Ground 
* ou would, in order to a Compliance with your De- 
f 4 wheedle us out of our very Senſes by theſe 
Ju Words, J ſhould hope (ſay you) that more tender 4 
ſellionate Conde ſcendence, in the May of dealing with 
au %. mig hr tend more to reclaim and recover them, than 
_ ay violent and peremptory Way. | What Sir? Will 
2 Nothing convince you, that the Way of God hath 
11 dot been taken with theſe Men, who have in this 
mee aſide out of his Way, either io ſtop their Entry 
f ey this Cart. Poſtern; or to recover them cut ot this 
are? Where is the Fruit ot their being Humm ed 
nd bumored by you, and others, theſe many Years, 
good Men, and Brethren ? Have you caught them 
> and dy this Guile * Have you made them thereby 
at to [member from whence they have fallen? Or, have! 
oth ey not, while they perceived themſelves FHygged | 


— you and others, notwithſtanding of what che 


ad re done, and the more Serious grieved by your 
bat aurſe and Carriage, as well as theirs, and diſcoun- 
Ent need by you ? I ſay, Have they not been im- 
E Naned, to own this Defection, as Duty? and to 


as. ide in their Places, to which they had the Coun- 
| i Poteſtative Miſſun? For they cannot pretend 


* any beſides, (as hath been made evident:) Have 
0 and Ny not taken Confidence to tread upon ſuch, as 
1 ad. Art not but oppoſe them, while they found them- 


dug Is under your Countenaneings : And if No- 
— das elle will convince you; will you conſider 

an in y they have been by you encouraged to this late, 
bot „ ſhamcful and ſinful Acceptance, in a Aſeeting 
nay be ung themſelves a General Aſſembly : (But a Con- 
ot, not Nation upon whole Conſtitution, Acts and Cat- 


an ge, will (beyond the Power of your Embalmings, 
to 


1 to be 


5 
* 
| 


a 
— —•—uᷣ1 —— Oy — 
* — 
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ignora 


174 Propoſal Fourth 


to prevent it ) be written that, which will mk 
them {tink in theNoftrils of Poſterity, as an (ER A, 
STIAN SYNAGOG UE. Sir, let me to you 


groundleſs Hopes, in this Method, oppoſe my re 
Fears, That our wronged and wounded Ibrt þ 
ſus Chriſt ſhall not only reckon with them, and t 
roll them amoneſt theſe, who have made Defe&ian 
from him; but He ſhall alſo reckon with you, au 
With all the Men of your Way, who inſtead of er 
deavouring to reclaim them from rhe Error of thei 
Way, have encouraged them to hold on, and gira 
them _—_— to tread upon ſuch as Fools, 

nf Impertinents, who d id vigorouſly oppoſe 
them; while you and your Partners, becoming 
their Patrons, and Protectors, were cried up ty 
them, as the non-ſuch, in the World: And thy 
finding themſelves ſupported and ſheltered by you; 


and you finding your ſelf applauded by them; 


Hence cometh it to paſs, that both of you har 
ſhowed more Keenneſs againſt ſueh who ſtudied to 


proportion their Oppoſition both to the Nature d 
their Defection, and of your ſad Method; than em 


either of you have, to this Day, (hewed againſt tht 
ſtared Enemy to Chriſt, Charles, that Uſurper, 

Having taken Notice of this, and having (henel 
you in the Entry, my Thoughts of your Propoſal 


am little eoncerned in your Grounds, * And, as0 
you 


* This in Print, viz. 1. That the Scripture cleatly& 
termines this; 80 far as we have attained, to walk by i 


Same Nile, and mind the ſame Things, however even IIe 


Some Matters of Truth not one, Phil. ili. 15, 16. and Wil 
Hope, That the Lord in due Time may graciouſly comin 
ſuch, who are in the preſent Difference moſt culpads 
And I ſhould hope, that more tender, c. as above. L R 
cauſe, if ſuch an Uniting in unqueſtionable Dutic: ſhoulders 


1 
1 
ls 
11 


Your 
/ 


far from ownin 


anſwered, 175 
r Eꝛrſi three, 1 wonder why they are mentioned ; 
till you ſhew how they help your Cauſe, as it 


«(ated betwixt you and me, and hurt mine, I 


as chem, as impertinent Adductions. And for 
4th and laſt Ground, Firſt, both are a poor 

ad pititul begging of the Queſtion : For, are we a- 
zinlt Union, where thexe- is no Involvement, in the 
in of Others? And where the Union is made up 
fichout any Prejudice to the Doctrine and Governe 
nent of the Church? I Tay,, This is a poor ;Beg- 
ing of the Queſtion, with a connected Calumny.: 
ow will you make out, eithex that e oppoſe ſuch 
n Union ; or, that your Party, for whom you 
lad, are for the Government of the Church? Do 
jou not know, that our Standines- aloof from them, 
pbecauſe they are not for true Presbyterian Gor 
unment? But by their Acceptance, and Ege 
; Selen Hane 


„„ AJ 


9 


util there be a full Union in Judgment amongſt the u | 


Woody, what Times of the Church have been ſo favourabl 


lat we could then ever hope, or eſſay any concord in Du- 
g. That it is ſure, the moſt eminent Inſtruments in the 
Vark of the Goſpel, both in the primitive Times, and fince 
le Reformation, have been oft at a very ſad Difference a- 
wig themſelves in the Matters of Truth, whoſe Concur- 
rIce other wiſe in carrying on the Work of the Lord, hath 
ken moſt remarkably with a Bleſſing. 4. That a bearing 
mforbearing in many Differences of Judgment among the 
"dy for the Church's Peace, and without any Involve- 
at in the Sin of others, hath not been hitherto queſtioned 
I the greateſt Lights and Witneſſes to the Truth 14 theſe 

Times; eſpecially where both the Doctrine and Ge- 


"I *ament of the Church hath been in the great and weighty 


bacerns thereof adhered to. Thus bleſſed Cal vin doth fo 
feſingly obteſt the E22/iſþ Congregation at Frankfort for a 
r bearing and mutual forbearing ameng themſelves in 
preſent Difference was then, with reſpect to theCircum- 
$ they ſtood under, and for the Truth's ſake 3 tho” he 
that Party In that wherein the reft of 


un = Brethren had been ſo highly grieved. Page 5, &. 


1286 Propoſal Fifth | 1 
have eſtabliſhed and ſubmitted into an exotic He: 55 
ip? Ard When you either - prove them, in thei "4 
relent Circutut arices, to be tor the Government J 
Fthe Church of Scotland; or, perſwade them 9 ü 
remember f om m hence they have fallen, and Rem he 
and”Repen: ; you Aged no new Arguments, to 'p h 
fwatfe us to unite ich them : And till you b By, 
done this, we laok upon your Deſign of Healing In 
as a. ſivful Soudering and equally concludent fe 
an Union with *C:#ares; while ſuch, as for Uni By. 
with the Indulged, while ſuch, 2. As for what in N de 
| mentroned,- in' the Cloſe, of 'Calvin, to give al 40 
Colour, and to be à Vehicle to make us ſwalby 14 
Aon all- I judge, , Sir, you had never adducediy; Inn 
if 75 had Fir cdered the Diſparity of the Gas, I ho 
2d). It you had conſidered; that this carries yen I; 
Length beyond your Deſign; even to an Union N. I,y ; 
the Service book-men, T birdly, if you had conſidel %, 
the fad Effect thereof, and how little it turned t £3, 
their Advantage ; it had the fame Succeſs d Abt 
Paul's being overcome, Acls xxi, 23. to purify h fy) 
ſelf, by the Perſuaſion of pious Brethren, had: Far ſhy 
that gave the Riſe to his great Trouble; as ma H rore 


| leaxned, and ſound Men have obſerved. the | 
£11 | BE A Pele 

| PROPOSAL V.* fu 
| . \ [ 
As for your 6b Propoſel, which is of the fü age 
Complexion, and Cloudineſs with the forme, Ii! 

. | knot find 


— 


* See [iherviſe thit, as in the ſaid print; Propoſal 5. WINK 
dot one of us pon Concerns Je, Trials of Chriſtian Wi i, [ 
dom in the Church, how to apply the Rule in Things . % 
ful and commanded; with a due Regard to Edification nume 
ſuth a Caſe? I propoſe this on theſe Grounds. Ce. Un: 
pra; Pag. 5. 


—— — 2 88 


* \ 


| an ſmered; ? 77 

know not What you mean by it; or whom your 

Heal. Propoſal, in its genuine Scule, ſtrikes agamlt ; fave 
heit f gat you floor it. to fall on ſome, whom you mind 
ment y bit right or wrong, in a ſolute and lax Di:courſe, 
m OF übltitute infiead of Argument, waich is much of 
dem te Method all along. What, Sir > would you 
pe hre the World believe, that you were under the ſad 
have F Necefſiry to peſwade theie, to whom you addreſs 
Aling; wur ſelf, That it is one of the great Concerns of Chri- 
an Wifdom, how to apply this Rule? And that you 
de under no ſinall Difhculty to impreſs us witli 
Ide Belief thereof, with the Weight of fo many 
brands ? While neither I, nor theſe to whom you 
WJ dreſs your ſelf, have any Speciality of Concern 
rent, to conſider, what is here ſaid ; except you 
A how how to fix the Denial thereof on us, either 
8 refto, or obliquo. As tor what you {ay in your 


ring to his Truth, doth never, of 1t ſelf, occaſion 4 
U heach in the Church, I accept it, as true; And the 
katy molt accuſed have Acceſs upon this Account 
J Ar Fi plead innocent, and paimel both you and others: 
Hen br if in any Thing guilty, becaule they did not 
man rore warchtully, and more vigorouſly ; yea, with 
tte Apoſtle's All of Boldneſs, withltand the Way of 
lee Men, who, by going out from ut, have broken 
u wich Breach upon Breach; And our Witneſſing a- 
pintt this Way of Soudering, except you make it 
dent, that it is not a cloſs Adhering to His 
luth, ſhall never by you be proved to be a With - 
landing, of that, fo much deſiderate, and deſire- 


e {amt 


mex, | 


by they have broken us, and you and your Par- 


ngs lu bere pleaded for, and nuns with you in the 
ation Wane Deſign, and in the Way of your driving an 
N dies 


ul Ground, T hat the Way of the Lerd, and a cloſs ad- 


I Union, or the Making a Breach in the Churches 


=” 
— ——— ——_ 


- - CCC — 


make new Breaches amongſt the Godly, Sir, w.. 


been your Prudence to have mentioned and mourn , 


ͤ—ĩ—ä— ꝗ — — — —— ́ ——ĩ—ũ— m 


178 Propoſal Fifth | 
Union with theſe Church-breakers, divide us, ay 


grant you cheerfully, and aſſert, There is no J fl 
twixt Chriſtian Prudence, and Zeal, But it hy i 


over the Zeal-quenching Prudence ( Which hah | 
been baptized with a Chriſtian Name amongſt u 
whereby we have witleſſy witted away the Caf 
and are like to wit our ſelves into an Obliyi 1 
that we have done ſo. 4 ha 
Bur, Sir, this is not the Place, where I mind tog n 
before your Eye the monſtrous Face of your mai 
fed Prudence, over whole Effigie, as we have a: 10 
ried, this will be written beyond your deleting f 
They have for ſaken the Law of the Lord, and whatWil it 
dom is in them? and in whole Skirts the Blood d 
a betrayed and loft Cauſe will be found. All jon 
Qualifications have been ſpoken to, in your yl n 
Propoſal, where your cautioning of the Manner d 
giving Teſtimony hath been conſidered : And þ | * 
it is to no Purpoſe to ſay more of them. I an 1 
tend your Prudence, for having quenched our Zh z, 
to, ſtand before the Tribunal of your Firſt two Grf p, 
ceſſau, and receive Sentence ; whether as a Fol ge 
or Worſe, it is all One to me; providing Exea 1. 
tion be done upon it, according to its Guilt: onhf In 
I might tell you a Scory, (which I mind the Warli 
ſhall hear more publickly ) How a Brother of youl , 
ſer Z:al and Prudence fo by the Ears, and gave te gt. 
Preterence to your Prudence, as all the Ceſs-pay | 
and Bonders went Home inſulting; and the pon 
People, who retained their Integrity, went Ho 
alhamed, and ſorrowing. And ſo J wonder 
leis ac what his Prudence hath led him to bot 
ſince. W 5 
W. 


; _ anſwered, 179 
We have here a Diſeourſe darted at ſome, we may 


es who are the Butt for theſe Arrows, while it is 
laid, There is 4 holy Contemperature of Zeal, Meckneſs, 
and Love, all which being from one and the ſame Spi- 
fit, do Fill with a ſweet Oneneſs neceſſarily concur, for 
the ſame End. Nor (lay you) can I poſſibly recencile 
i being profeſſedly hot in the One, with being cold, or 
weoncerned in the Other, except I ſhould quit the re- 
jealed Rule of our Duty, for both, Sir, I any at the 
fame Difficulty with you, if you will give me Leave 
to explain my ſelf ; For it paſſeth my Skill, how 
to put it in a religious Garb, to be ſo profeſſedly hot, 
n Hammering us together with the Men of this 
Defection, while continuing ſuch; ( and 1o make 
ll go down, to ſmooth it with the Oyl gf Meck- 
nels, Love and Hunulity :) and fo cool in the re- 
{ating all theſe Injuries done to Chriſt by this Ac- 
ceptance, Nor do I better underſtand it, how 
and why Zeal for this, in its juſt Fervour, both a- 
ginlt the Deed it ſelf, and sgainſt all Smothering of 
t, and Soudering with it, ſhould paſs for Folly 
and Fury inconſiſtent with Love, Meekneſs, &c. 


Bur, Sir, If afterward you will proceed at this 


Rate, you Will be forced to hear, on whoſe Side 
the Rage, intonſiſtent with theſe, is to be found, 
and how, ſince ſome left off ro be zealous for the 
Truth, they have been all in a Flame againſt theſe, 


who durſt not do, as they did, But it were Foll 
ts trace you further, in a Matter, that is not at all 
of my preſent Concernment ; and I wonder how 
you judge it did contribute to your Purpoſe. 


PROPOSAL VI. 
Your Sixth Propoſal is, I there not Ground (lay you) | 
at | 
the || 


th to fear and watch 72 giving am Thruſt 
a 2 8 
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I. Propoſal Sixty | 
the Credit and Repute of the Miniſters of ri, ak the 
our Church, who, in the Hour of Tentation, aud q ſcnde 
many fore Wreſilings and Difficulties, have yet oh Where 
Mercy to and and ſuffer againſt Prelacy, whatever Cuſt min 
' they may have to weep before the Lord, over they Inere 
Jeives for ſaddeſt Failings and Unanſwerableneſs io th Yale, 
Work of their Day? hog 
 Anſner, Firſt. Sir, There is Ground to fear this In al 
But might I nor, in the Entry, ask you another at 
Queſtion ? Is there not Ground alſo to fear, Thi ;Wi 
under Pretence of Pleading for Tenderneſs to the ylina 
Credit of our Miniſtery, we fo far miſtake, as to; not 
forget, in this Hurry, the Wrongs done to our Loi Ini 
and that all ſuch Pleading is but a Flattering at fy bn 
another, into an Oblivion of what is paſt, and an Thee 
Encouraging, as of all, who are culpable in the p Frith 
ſent Caſe, to continue with Confidence in thet I fro 
Courſe ; fo, to embolden Others to run forward, Ip po 
and ruſh into the ſame Snare, which hath brought nir 
Ruin upon the Remnant ? As both, alas! are too e 
too evident this Day. ume 
Secondliy. I wonder how it comes to paſs, that gl 
you, who had been talking fo highly, in your fo Ir 
mer —_ concerning the neceſſary Coexiſtence > e 
Zeal and Prudence, and that holy Contemperatue 

of Zeal and Meekiefs, Love, &c. do ſo far, in ex- brf 
patiating in your very next. Propoſal, forget your Fd 
ſelt, as it is obvious to all, who read your P. U 
per. You' haye inſiſted more upon this, than ſþ 
you have, in the whole of your Paper, in & Jes 
ſenting the Wrones done to our exauctorate Lord. Ain 
And is this the Way yon think to conciliate Credit Ab. 
to your own, or rhe Miniſtry of theſe, tor whom you Þh; 
Plead ? Alas! Sir, thiik again: Have you not Ft 


\ 


made a fad Diviſion here, berwixt the Co-exittence Jul! 


of 


* 


/ 


\ 


| anſwered 181 
ah theſe Graces? your Paper bewraying ſo much 
d «fr (Cndency for the One, and Coolneis in the Other: 
ind Whereas, you know, there is a peculiar, and pre- 
r Caſe ominant Zeal for, and Love to the Prerogative and 
then Inerelt ot Chritt, which ſhould be to true and in- 
to the me, as not only our Zeal and Love to other 

ines is not to be named, in one Day with ir. 
r this mall other Heats, let Men clothe them with 
other har Names they will, ought to be locked upon, 
Tu Is wild-fire; in ſo far as, their juſt and due Sub- 
o the Yelination to the Intereſt of our exalted Prince, 
3 to ; not engraven on them. This was the Way that 

lui came to the Prieſthood; and as he acquired it, 
ly lowing neither Father, nor Mather &c. ſo Levi's 
eeeſors ſhould ſeek to retain it, leſt it fall out 


1 
g lie 
d an 


* ih them, as it did with Eli, and his Sons, 1 Sam. 
. from 27, and downward ; a Paſſage we ought all 
ward, p ponder : For if a godly Eli, for not propor- 
ughe ming the Heat and Fervour of his Reproot, to 


te Wickedneſs of his Sons, brought ſueh Ruin on 
Iimſelt and Poſterity; and made the Lord, in the 
that ght and Heat of his holy Zeal for his own - 
fon Cy, ſpeak theſe ſtrange Words, v. 30. and 
rute to the full, what he had threatned. All 
e en would take heed, how they flatter ſuch, as 
uo deeply .guilty of wronging rhe Anointed of 


your Pod, whoſe Ambaſſadors they were, and whoſe 
Par flown and Prerogative ſhould have been dearer to 
than Firm, than their Lives; and ſhow ſo much Fierce- 
1 1% Fes againſt theſe, who dare nor, for Fear of the 
ord. mighty, be ſilent at the Sin of ſuch, and chooſe 
redit faber to be darted to Death by their Brethren, than 
you phave the Arrows of the Almighty within them, and 


* Poiſon thereof drinking up their Spirit, for a ſitt- 
ence Fil Silence, 5 


8 Thirdly 


—— — 
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Thirdly. If this will pleaſe you, I ſay from n 
Heart, in great Sincerity, Let never their Hand 
perform their Enterpriſe, but let their Bow be kuf 

ken, who ſhoot their Arrows at this Mark, the ( 15 
dit of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who, being 1 
over 4. People by the Lord, to labour amongſt then, 
and to admeniſh t hem, are therefore to be high 
eſteemed, in Love for their Works ſake, Nay, Lal 
pertwaded, that a faithful Miniſter ſhall ih, 
Levi's Blefſing, which is, that, his Maſter hanuglge, 
accepted he YO of * _— 2 Hand 
mite threugh the Loins of theſe that riſe walls... 
— and X them that hate 1 that they rh 4 
ily again, (I have been ſo large in the Anticipatae,c 
1 of this Objection ſome where elſe, that I ſhall Nene 
Il break off.) But having ſaid this, to give it a Mee! 
i Ballance, I fay likewiſe, Their Hand ſhall nei fe 
i able to perform their Enterpriſe, and the more d 
labour about it, the Jeſs ſhall they be found fun 
together with God, and the further from their Fug. 
poſe, who under this Pretence, palliate with nt! 
Colour the Iniquity of a Courſe, ſo diſhonourll, . 
to Chrilt, in a Point wherein His Glory is fo neui! 
concerned: That ſhall ever be found true, Willy, . 
was faid of Prieſts, Them that honour me, will] Nan 
nour ; and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lighth. H x, 
med. Sir, for the Ground of my Aſſurance, in we 
Caſe, read, that you may receive, what is Mor 
Mal. 2. 5, 6, 7, 8. and compare it with Wik.c. 
is faid, v. 9. And here, I ſhall make bold to ho 
you, That when the Indulged were ruſhing into i 
Acceptance, I ſaid to a great Man of God, bf hie 
in great Bitcertieſs of Soul to ſee theſe Ruſben fy... 
upon that Courſe, without that Reſiſtance M nee 
ought to have met with, from Men jealous for gp... 
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om monged Lord; (Ah! this wretched Silence hath 
Hand. the Matter embarked the Men of that Conni+ 
uſtence into the ſame Bottom now with the Accep- 
he () That, if an Angel ſhould ,undertake their 
ng, Ayindication, (let be theſe, who are called Angels in 
t th Church) who had accepted that Indulgence ; 
ehe the God of Angels, out of his Zeal to the Angel 
MI the Covenant, would make theſe Men contemp- 
ihe and baſe before all the People, And this I have 
When reiterate to the ſame great and gracious Per- 
nd WI. And tho' I do not, I dare not pretend to the 
 $Fkreſight of other Seers ; yet, this was ſo clear to 
If Mine at that Time, and I was never clouded, in the 
epo ge, to this Day, that the Certainty of. that Con- 
all bafenpt, which the Lord would infallibly pour upon 
t 2 Mite Miniſtry of theſe, otherwiſe good Men, made 
new geſe Words burſt forth. As alſo, I was afraid, yea 
ore ume Way perſwaded of this, I hat no Man, of what 
| Wor Name, or Credit ſoever in the Church, who ſhould 
eur kg to interpoſe, to the keeping up of their Credit, 
ich ty, he, ſhould, inſtead of accompliſhing his Deſign 
Wy, to others, render himſelf contemptible. And 
9 ths! I am not like to be diſappointed, as to either; 
1 75 ut am like to be a ſad Spectator of the Accompliſh- 
! Sent, to the full, of all that I feared, as to both. 
thy. ent Fuurt bly, Sir, Let me beſecch you to conſider That, 
&, WiYbowever you look upon me, yet there are Men to 
3 hom you have directed your Paper particularly, 
11 " beſides that great All concerned in the Caſe, to 
d (0 | hom you defire it to be communicate) who will 
* i kek after ſome other Thing, in order to the Satis- 
8 ktion of their Conſcienct, in the Cafe, than a 
4 blaze of big Words, cudgelling them with Confi- 
90 . lence into a Compliance with the Scope of your 
—_ ler: For, in the Entry of your Prepoſal, you 
my 


— 
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may know this will be evident to them, that yu, 
mention only their Wirb#tanding of Prelacy; al, gr 
their ſuffering upon that Account ; while in th har: 
Grounds, * you lay down, you expatiate fo cf 
dently upon this, as that which gives Life ah 
Luſtre to all you ſay, and reiterate it, That 
are, beſides being unqueſtionably Godly, fixed in 
Government of the Church; and again, T hat they n. 
known to be able and godly Miniſters, and ſiraight nl 
the Principles of the Church, I tay, Sir, The Pera 
ou deal with, are not fo dull, as not to opfer uh 
hat there is a miſerable Begging of the Queſlus 


here and that the Weight of all you ſay 1s hf 10 


es 
Fi 


Je 


* upon it nevertheleſs; and this might be julhy lan 
it judged Dreaming, rather than Diſpute: For, . 
you not know, that we have no other Quan Ir 
| with them; but becaule of their Compliance wich le! 
| that Eraſt ian Uſurpation? Now then, Sir, youmul I 
i! either retract, What formerly gave Lite, and Streng g 
to all you ſaid againſt the Indulgence, as a Wiroq e 
done to Chriſt, as King; Or, you mult retract wha Ne 
you have ſaid here C which gives the only Signiſ 4, 
cancy to all you ſay) That they are fixed in i Itch 
Government of the Church, One of the Two suf. 
if mult do, and I leave you to take your Choi fy, 
5 Withal, Sir, knowing our Principles, and tet 
1 Grounds of our Oppoſition to the Indulgence, Jol yg 
cannot but know, that we will look upon our be 
| 


ing challenged by you, fer caſting contempt upon tle Fig 
Miniſtry, becaule of theſe Significations, we Judgt hh | 
our ſelves called of the Lord, to give of a juſt Dei i 

tation I 


— — - > 00 le 
* Theſe Grounds, tho? not in the Manuſcript, ſhould beet I. 


| here inſert, but that they are tcoprglix in My, Flemi 800 
1 Printed Paper, Pag. 6, 7, 8. FT: 
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nt juſotion of that Courſe, as a Courſe of Defection; as 
9; ads great, and as groſs a Calumny, as if we were 
in tle horged with the fare by a Patron of the Prelates 
their Curates, for what Signification of Dillike 
te ad, give againſt their Courſe. 5 3 
a "ml fiſtbly, Sir, Since your Propoſal is a Queltion, ſuffer 
un 7 


tr ift in refto, and downright condemn the Practiee of 
Pcrlag w.Grl.2. And argue his Carriage and Conduct not 
blen ml as guilty of a fooliſh Fervidneſs, in doing that; 
Aeli Erich did fo much derogate from the Miniliry of 
1s lll fie Goſpel ; but that which did ſeem to derogate 
Julth from the Credit of the Apoſile(hip, in vit hf andi 
r / Peter to the Face, wherein he was to be blame ; 


Uuarrd Þþ, zing him and Barnabas, and the relt, before al 


e with ſie Diſciples in Antioch, as guilty of Diſſimulation, 


u d not walking wprightly according to the Truth of the 
rength el? — 14 ere had dn nnch * to 

ron xe bcen fa1d, for your putide and painted Pru- 
t Wat ner in the Caſe; than in yours; for one of your 
ignite Eiger; might have faid, What? at the very Emry 
in the Golpel into the World, for Faul thus to 


9 auf, toward a great Fellow-Apoſtle, was to ruine - 


hoc. II and lay an irremoveable Impediment in the Way 
d tte Golpel : And every One might, according 
*, Jai four Reaſoning, have bleſſed themielyes, in ſtand - 
ur w f aloof from, yea, and in perſeouting this Pro < 
Pon Wl ion, when 1uch Jars and Diſcords fell betwixe 
Ju Fir two great Preachers and Propagators thercof: 
Der A ſure, according to your Method, Paul ſhould 
tanon i haye had this to have humbly boaſted of, but 
Tt Pence had been paſt on him, as a Church-divider , 
n e alt Contempt upon the Miniſtry of an older 
alle than himſelf, and a zealous Barnabai. 
= —— 


241, 


ee to Queltion too, by Way of Anſwer : Whether, or 
bey it, All that you ſay, in the preſent Diſcourſe; will 
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2dly, I ask you whether you judge our ble 
Porky Matter — Lawgiver, knew ( with all þ hey ha 
verenee to Him, who is Infinite in Knowledgy þ freedo 
this ſpoken : Y what Way to prevent and curg Lo 
Defection of a Church ; and yet be tender oft fore 
Credit of his own Ambaſſadors, theſe Stars, wh jp, Al 
he holds in his Right-band > I doubt nothing, & n * 
but you will really and readily condeſcend to mik Cod, 
the Practice of our bleſſed Lord and Lawene That 1 
the Standard, Pattern and Rule in the Caſe, z. Md ® 
then, I ask you next, How your Reaſoning a 
with what we have Him revealing from Ham ſiren 
Rev, 2. and 3. concerning the ſeven Churches) KI mer 
you ſee how our Lord deals with the Angels of tk} Ws 
Churches, in diſcovering their Faults before allth 
Churches; in Order to the Preventing of tha 
Ruin; (for the Ruin of a Church is ever byte 
Hand of the Miniſters ; and when, in a back(iduy 
Time, there is none found ſos faithful, as to belt 
with them, then judgment and Deſolation is tt 
Door.) Now, Sir, if all the Congregation « 
Scotland were gathered together, Miniſters and Ft 
ple, and there were found a Man of that Faithfi 
neſs amongſt us, as to challenge all of us, al 
charge us with Unfaithfulneſs to God, and tt 
Souls of Men, and Diſloyalty to Chriſt : Durlt iu 
ſay, but this Man did imitate the Practice of ti 
Prince of Paſtors, to prevent what our Unfaithfu 
neſs, our Want of godly Zeal and Feryour, wit 
our Unfixedneſs in the Cauſe and Covenant, is i 
to bring on us quickly? Or, durſt you ſay, I 
3s no Pattern, for our Imitation? I ſhall inſitn 
longer on this : Oaly, as long as a faithful Minit 
Hath this to look to, he needs to be little ſolicitou 
to what Men, of what Repute ſoever, or Rena 
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have been, or are in the Church, ſay of his 
freedom, Nay, I ſee not, how he dare look Chriſt, 
mel Lord, in the Face, or think on his Appearance 
dhl fore the Tribunal, to give an Account of bis Stewards 
ma % and how he hath behaved in the Church, in 
„SI 2 Day; without having Confidence before 
mb God, and this Teſtimony of his own Conſcience, 
gin Tht in the Day, when he ſaw a Defection carried 

m, he did witneſs, with Height and Heat of Zeal, 
gainkt the Silenee and Lukewarmueſs of his Bre- 
«4 hren-Ambaſladors, and again(t all their Courſes, 
by mer whatſoever Mask; whereby, inſtead of gi- 
rf ring the Check, and putting an effectual Stop to the 
l Courſe of Defection, it was really promoved ; as 
ter Fell as againſt the fraudulent and furious Courſes * 
4 | & open and fierce Enemies, foaming out Cruelty a- 
10 ginlt the ſerious Seekers of God. Sir, alas! I can 
el round our pitiful Contrivings, and Cunnings, 
te 
0 
i. 
nd 
& 
1 
K 
. 
I; 
| 


ad our great Induſtry to cover all theſe with the 
tautiful Garments of Peace and Union, and to 
paint them over with the fair Colours of Healing, 
n nothing beſides· this, our not having the Mind of 
(brif, nor the Spirit of Chriſt, and a not &nowing the 
limes, and what the Iſrael of God hath to do, in ſuch 
Day. Ah! ſhall this be our Credit, that the ſe- 
nous Seekers of God (hall cry out in the Bitterneſs 
af their Soul, and be put to ſay, Alas] our Seers are 
mered, the Wiſdom of the Wiſe is periſhed, and the 
luder ſtanding of the Prudent is bid! And Sir, let 
une tell you, He could not, nor (hould not be ſaid 
wo derogate from the Credit, either of your Miniſtry 
r mine, who would. charge both of us with Un- 

J fathfulneſs, and who would charge us, in Order 
the Recovery of the Credit, we have juſtly loſt, 

to acknowledge with * and by taking ame 

b 2 | to 


188 Propoſal Sixth 


to our ſclves, our Faintings, Flenehinge, and Uh 


tüchfulnets, in the Day, when we were called to N 
valiant for the Truth, and to Stand up, for the Defing 


of the Goſpel : Aggreging our Guilt tron, this, That 
we kept others Company, in this Detection from 


the Lord, and deſerting of him, and covered th YG 


Crimion Dye of this Guile from our own Eyes, wich 
the Name of UNION, while we left our wow 
ded and wronged Lord alone, 

 4thly. Lask you, What would you, and allth 
Munilters in Scotland, it conveened together, ſay, fox 
keeping up the Credit of our Miniſtry, it asked thy 
ſunple Quettion, by a plain-hearted and under 
ſtanding Flough-man, viz. What is become of the 
Cauſe, that noble and precious Cauſe, the pu- 
chaſe of the Wireſtlings, Witneſſings, Suffering 
Expence of to much precious Blood and Treaſute, 
in the Poſſeſſion whereof our faithful Fore-fathen 
left you? What could we ſay 2 What durlt we 
lay ? Durlt we mutter it, that it is not lol 
through our Default? And if he ſhould ak 
us further, Where are your Teltimones 2 
gainſt theſe open and wicked Enemies? WIA 
are you cen alive, after the Departing of the Gua 
Would he be whcedled, or whilted into a Silence, 
and Satistaction with this; O do not Reflett wponthy 
Credit of our Miniſtry? Or, would he be charmed 
oc of his Senſcs by this vain Pretence, that - we at 
to nite, and regard the Credit of the Miniſtry, wiik 
in the mean Time, the Defection is carrud 0 
even by all theſe unhallowed Modes, how much 
Joever magnified? Sure, he would put us all fi 
our Pleadings, as perverte Palliatings, and let W 
ſee there were no Way for us, to recover the Cite 
dir of the Miniltry, we have lolt; nor to xctain tie 
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Title that remains, but by clear and candid Con- 
lon, that 10 #s belong eth Shame and Confuſion of 
face; bat unto the Lord, who barh brought this 
omempt upon us, belongerh Rig bteqnjneſs, 
bh. Sir, Lask you, What you call Ainiſferial 
edit, or the Credit of the Miuntiry ? Or, rather, 
fhat is that, on which it is founded ? Is it not 
m this, That they dare aſſert, before him who ſeiit 
hem, and fo ſilence their Adverſaries, that às they 
ure received their Miniſtry of the Lord; o they 
ue obtained Mercy not to faint, bur have renoun- 
al the hidden J hings of Diſhonefty, not walking in 
(ufuneſs, nor handling the Word of God deceit fully, 
ut by ManifeFtation of the Trmh, have ' commended 


temtelves to every Aan Conſcience in the Sight of 


; and amidſt all the Clamour that is againit 
hem, for Diſturbers and Jurners of the World up- 
We-down, have this for their Rejoicing, even the Te- 
non) of their Conſcience, that in Simplicity, and 
ply Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by he 
brace of God, they have had their Converſation in 
te World ; and more abundantly towards ſuch, whoſe 
mares were many, and whoſe Slidings, and Back- 
ldings were to be watched over, warned of, and 
athfuly witneſſed againſt ? Sir, This is Ainiſteri- 
Credit, to be thus faithful ro Chriſt, and to his 
urch; and when we can xeport our ſelves to 
de Conuſciences uf the- truly Tender, that ſuch hat h 
ken our Way, and that we are free of the Bluod of 


Aen. It would be miniſterial Credit, to fee 


te Family of Levi mourning apart, &e. And to 
mwince che World by our Tears, and the Rendings 
our Hearr, That we have obtained Mercy, to 
hacliſe Repentance, as well as to preach it; and - 
ro 
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roll away our Reproach, That we are much better 
at the One than at the Other. 
6thly. Let me ask you this Queſtion alſo, and le 
me put it in the Ballance of the Sanctuary, to over 
ballance all theſe Things, you magnify and muſſe 
up, in your 6th Propeſal ; What think you of this 
That the Wrath of God is like to ſurpriſe us all 
ſleep, and fall on us; for not Sorroning over whit 
hath been done, and for our Silence, and for this 
fooliſh Way of flattering one another into a defps 
Ta'e Union, in an Oblivion of the Cauſe of his Con- 
tending ? Is not this to be more dreaded ? ls not 
this more dangerous? And hath not this Silence, 
huddling-up and hiding what His Soul hateth, unde 
the Colour of guarding miniſterial Authority, a yore 
clear and cloſs Connection with the very Proct- 
ring of that impendent Ruin of the Church; (fa 
the Prophets not di ſcovering Fl Iniquity, brings on the 
Captivity, and the ſceing of falſe Burdens becomes 
Cauſe of ' Baniſhment) than any Thing, that th 


Party, pointed at, in holding forth the Wickednes 


of the late Courſe, carried-on by many, and coun- 
tenanced by moe, hath with the Diſgrace of th 


_ Miniſtry ? Nay it may be ſafely ſaid, It is the Diſgrat 


of the Miniſtry, to challenge a further Reſpect, chanto 
be Followers of them, as they are of Cbriſt; and they 
that follow Him fully, this doth follow them; 
and, they who plead for 1t, or purſue after it, in ano- 
ther Mode and Method, the faſter they run, they ar 
the farther from their Purpoſe : And the Harveſt l 
{till a Ripening of Shame; and it ſhall provoke the 
Lord not only to plague and purſue, but to begin 4 
the Sanctuary. But more particularly, 

Sir, ſince I muſt look upon my ſelf, as more pate 
ticularly pointed at, than any Man now alive, in 
al chele Things Maered up by you ; Beale, 
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you under a Conviction ; and if not, to vindicate 
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You were preſent at a private Faſt, we had after 
the Death of great Mr. Brown (how little ſoever la- 
mented by ſome, yet the moſt Wrath-preſagingStroke 

fot only to this Place, but to the whole Church of 
Sntland, that the Removal of any one Minifter, 
belonging to the Church of Scotland, could have 
keen.) When I {poke upon theſe Words, Lam. 5. 
16. The Crown is fallen from our Head, &e. adh, 
[ſent for you, to be preſent amongſt many moe, when 
| thought to have died: And both at that Faſt, 
and at that Time, when I judged my Time might be 
itan End, I ſpoke a Little, and but a little, (for alas ! 


who can plentifully declare the Thing, as it is) 


to the lamentable Defection ; particularly of us, 
who are Miniſters : And it is upon this Account, 
I fay, I am more concerned to conſider this, than 
any Man alive; though, I know, the whole faithful 
Remnant are ſtruck through my Sides ; or I am 
wounded through theirs ; that both being ſtretch'd 
dead, our Speech might be laid. And therefore, Sir, 
give me Leave to ſay, That as I judge no Man to 
te ſo particularly pointed at therein, as my ſelf; 
ſo, I judge, I may without Vanity ſay this much, 
That there are few, you could have challenged, in 
better Caſe, at this preſent Time, to ſay, The Charge 
is either a pure Miſtate, or a grofs Calumm; for 
I can give this Inſtance thereof, That whatever 
Grief I have had, with many Things in your Way; 
yet, the Credit of your own Miniſtry hath coſt mie 
more, than I believe, (for all you muſter up h@e » 
the Credit of all the Miniſters in Scotland ever 
eſt your {elf, Pardon this Plainneſs, which No- 
thing but the Neceſſity (if that be pollible.) to bring 


my ſelf, by the concurrent Teſtimony of many Wit- 


neſſes 


| preferable to the Being 
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neſſes, for the Truth's ſake, and a trampled a 
Party, could have drawn theſe Words from ne 


But, for a Cloſe of all; let me here reſume, a kin, 
Inſert the Subſtance of what you had, in my forms fl; 


Letter (ſince This, and not That, is to be ot» 
municate, as my Anſwer to your Paper) 1 
1%. You do not ſay, that what ycu heard, f 
either of theſe Diſcourſes, was falle ; for in this] 


give you the Defiance to pin fo much as Miſinkys J 


mation on what you heard. 24% It ſhall pals your 


Power to hide the manifeſt Detection of theſe Courſe, 


agaipſt which I defired ro dy te/ftifging ; and now, 
count it the greateſt Part of my Work, for which] 
am kept alive, to witneſs poorly as I can bot 
againſt theſe Courſes, and all Clozking and Minang 
ot them, under what Colour ſoever: And hene, 
thus argue, It the Things be true in Matter of Fat 
and if the Detection be clear and evident, and the 
Hainouſneſs ot its Guilt clamant ; then, in Order 
to the Vindication of the Righrcouſneſs of a jult 
and holy God, in purſuing and puniſhing a Church 
and Nation, Miniſters and Prof ſſors, guilty of ſuch 
Practices, and in Order to the Warning of the Poe 
5 1 they may bear and fear, and tor ever flee fros 
Laus ſes, that have been followed with jo much 
rath; It is infinitely more neccſſary, to dilcova 
the Hamnouſnels of theſe Courſes, than to have all 
the Men in the Worid ſoudered into an Union, and 
cemented. into a Sameneſs, in ſmothering an Inqur{ 
ty, ſo abominable in his Sight, and hateful to his 
Soul; nay, this is more neceſſary, than for Man to 
be all: If his declarative Glory, even as ſuch, bt 
of all ereated Neuß 

whether Men or Angels. If you grant this; (a 


fare no Man, who owas the” firſt Principles of ute | 
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gracles of God, dare profeſs a Doubt about it; ſet 


directly to deny it) then this one Conſidera- 
pn, as it ſtands, in Oppoſition to your Scope; log 


tdoth daſh and delete all theſe Grounds, whereby 

think to have eſtabliſhed your Scope. Oh! ſad 
inifterial Credit, that ſtands in ſuch Terms with 
y declarative Glory, who put Men into the Mi- 
fry Sure, Sir, more ſerious Thoughts on this 


Iwuld make you think otherwiſe, and write other» 


me, and ſpeak otherwiſe , ner would your ' great 
iknce, at the Iniquity of theſe Wrongs done to 


193 


(hiſt, be the Sorrow of the more Serious; nor 


mould you dare to ſignify ſo much Diſlike at ſueb, 
who neither dare be ſilent at the Courſe of Defection 5 
wr at the Ways taken to cover its Iniquity, under 
& obuſed Names of Healing, Peace and Union: 
Ince this, as it encourageth the Men guilty of this 
lWquity,. to a continuing remorſeleſs, and regards 
in that Courſe ; ſo, it emboldens others to fol- 
by ; whereby the whole js ripened for judgment. 
Ind, Sir, give me Leave co tell you, Thar, as I fear 
Paper ſhall have, to the Oblervation. of the 
ous, a fad Product in this Place; So, it (hall 
ame to be reckoned amongſt the woful Tokens 


re have, and the Forerunners of our approaching 


Ruin, For, alas! who ean conſider the Import © 
ich Reaſoning, after all we have done? but he 
mult ſee, That hereby we impoſe a Neceſſity (if! 
May ſpeak ſo ) upon an High and Holy God. to 
heak, and open his Mouth againſt us; both 
br our Silence, and for our Speaking thus : And 
n that Day, when he gives his Voice, we may 
apeR it wilk be like Hailſtones, and Coals of Fire. 
bur, ro conclude this; I tell you, Sir, Chriſt will 


ly it at ſome Mens Door, and require it at their 
and, that they have made the Miniſtry ep 


Ce 
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ble, the Credit whetcof ſhould have been dey 
to them than their Lives; and make them ſenfy 
how they have deſpiſed that Command, given ei 
Miniſter, Tit. 2. 15. (and fo to all Miniſtets ) A 
no Man deſpiſe thee : Which was only to be d 
by ſpeaking, and reb:ing, and eborting nit 
Authority. It is not by a blunt Hint, againſt ſug 
and fuch Evils, recreated by ſome After-cautiom 
but by a bold Delivery of his Meſſage; ye, aff" 
All of Boldneſs; eſpecially in a Matter, whey 
the declarative Glory of Him, who made him H 
Ambaſſador, is ſo clearly coricerned, as it is in'th 
preſent Caſe. Bur, may I not ask you, Sir, are u 
not aſhamed, to inſinuate a Connecting of che G | 
dit of our Miniſtry, with the covering of a Gu 
which is ſo hateful and hainous im his Sight, 
which lies ſo open to the Eye and Obſervation of 
Friends and Fots ? What? will we hide our Sin 
that we may proſper ? Is this the Way, we take 0 
procure Credit, perfume our Names, and purchat N 
Repute to our Miniſtry ? Or, do we not hertyÞ: i.e. 
provoke Him, and put Him to ſpit in our Face, and 
ſumite us, as wicked Men, in the open Sight of «| 
thers ; becauſe we do not take Shame to our ſelves hr 
and ſmite on our own _— Ah! Sir, I dare m. 
but tell you, I fear this Way of Pleading be folloꝶ. I. 
ed with ſome ſad Conſequences, as to your {el 
Oh that I might be diſappointed ! But again, I. 
tell you, I fear it; and the leſs you fear it, I a, 
the more afraid: Bear with this Freedom, for which 
L intend no Apology. 

Sir, Having thus given you my Try A 
our Conceſſions and Propoſals, I come in the 
Ace, to the Oncluſun of your Paper ; which | 
might paſs in deep Silence, as deriving all io 


— 
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gey from the Weight of what went before; and 
kye it.to be Judged by the impartial Reader, 
b can obſerve Nothing in it, but an e 
jorrs + of what went before. Yet, becauſe: you 
ifetly triumph here, with great Confidence: 
{hope that, as it will be manifeſt, by what is 


Anumphing before the Victory; ſo, you again 
ale the Neceſſity upon me, to begin with you 
at the End; and to bring this your great 
ghdence (under the Weight W you think 
mother us all) to the Ballance of the Sanctu- 
auß and found Reaſon, and weigh it? And 1 
a th x it (hall alſo be found as light, as what went be⸗ 
105 and weightier it cannot be, than what gives 
ts Weight, 2 
pu begin your T'anſſtiun to your following 
mculars with theſe Words. 7 ſhall farther add 
you) how far the Credit of the Truth ( which is 
Ime Concern, than our Souls are all worth ) hath 
expo ſed to ſaddeſt Reproach ; &c, * Anſwer 


—ͤ———— — -— © — 


ereby be. 2 Reca itulation, or, Repetition of Heads, 


ute reg of this Tranſition lands thus, How much real | 


f * K caſe of Soul, in the ſerious and inward Work of Religi- 
: lath been made of late to reſolve in imbittering De- 
elves, ts, and asit were a drawing into Parties? Oh! how 
e not our Care be yet further writ in Letters of Blood? 
lun. t Ræbies Theolggoriem, as it was termed in the German 
(al eb, was ſuch as made ſome eminent Miniſters of Chriſt 
Lell u to long for Death, to get out of ſuch a Flame, into that 
un, W of Peace. We may not quit the leaſt of Truth for the 
I at re and Concord of the Church, nor can theſe be ever in 


te Terms but as we make them; and I may with ſome 
adence ſay, That what is now here written, hath been 
la ſerious Deſire in ReſpeR to both: But I hope ſome 
peak inthe Words of Bucer, that for a fafe Healing, 
of * have made effectual to a broken and rent Church 
they would judge it of that Concern, as, if called and 
ch 1 ed of the Lord herein to lay down their Life for the 
ignt- N and thus for their Brethren, ia Page 8. 


ady. replied to you, how weakly ſoever, that it 
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Anſwer. 1, Sir, Prepare your ſelf, in what ſolom I 34: 
to be plainly dealt with; for both the Intereſ Ad C 
precious Truth, and your great Confidence wala fit al 
plain and Home-dealing with you, in the Caſe I al 
diſpenſibly neceſlary ; And I make no other Apo th: 
logy for what follows, And therefore, to proceed {i 60 
and trace you, in your Tranſition ro your Particyfatht 
lars, let me ask you; If this your Method be tel de C 
Way, and the only Way to prevent Truth's beiggfnde! 
expoſed to ſad Reproach ? Alas! where have wc au ! 
been till now ? Why did you not ſooner (pak with: 
out? or, why do you not keep Silence now ? Sing Lal 
you have ſaid ſo little, to reach the Conſeienet of 
any knowing Perſon, tender of the Truth, Wax 
Confidence is this in you, Sir, (for you know v 
that on your wretched Union bath been built 
pur Baleneſs, in abandoning the Caule, when! 
ought to baye divided, in order to its Preferat 
on, from all the Men of theſe Principles) to in 
nuate hexe a juſtification of that Courſe, which, i 
the Conviction of all, hath loſt the Cauſe, and mai 
us jultly-culpable and contemprtible ? You may hay] dr 
the Particulars of this held forth, beyond your U had 
nyings, or Plaiſterings, ſome- where elle. - Ken 

And 24h, for your inter jected Parentbeſii, M our 


the Gedit of Truth is of more Concern, than we at of tl 
worth, If you would have us believe this, then ya & 1 
mult alſo ſufier us to þelieve, that the Contendiſ 4. 
with all, for not contending for the Intexſtt ue t 
Truth, is of more Concern, than to be cement dive 
into tuch an Union; whieh, as it infers an Ol 1 
rion” of our former Unfanhfulneſs; ſo, it mill Live 


Way, for our bcing wl at we have been, whett 
the Caule hach been loſt, — | 
n 
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om 34h. Sir, If this had been really believed, that 


et of de Credit ot Truth is ot more Concern than we 
mala. all worth, I know not who of us, this Day, 
{ n alive, who would not have expoſed our ſelves 
App the Reproaches of our Brethren, and the Rage 
tte Yi var Ad vertaries, ere by the Faintings and Un- 


ithfulneſles of the One, and the Fury of the . | 


be tel the Cauſe had been thus let go by us, and tramp 

en under Foot by them. Alas! our being alive, after 
e va cur Maſter hath been crucified again in our Sight, 
pak without giving the ſuitable Signifieations of our 
Fine lil againſt the Nefariouſneſs of that Attempt, 
J publiſhes before all the World, we did not believe, 
aff the Concern of Truth to be above our Lives, &c. 
And this puts it much more beyond Debate, that, 
nſtead of taking Courſe, to recover the Work, as 
ſerlons not counting their Lives dear unto them, 


budered with theſe, who have really eſtabliſhed the 
mcked and violent Invader of our Maſter's Throne, 
u his Heaven-daring Ulurpation, Nay further, 


aur Lives too, by a ſeaſonable and valiant Reſiſtance 
. «che known and common Enemies to the Intereſt 
nw} of Truth, and the Lives of all its Lovers. 

nd 4tbly. Sir, may I, without Offence, ask you, Who 
ell Pue the Men, who have been honoured of God, to 
aul five the molt real Proof, that they believe the Con- 
ern of Truth to be of more Value, than theit 
m 


Lives? Is it the Men of your Indulgence? or, 


ben ſuch poor Ones, to whoſe Soul that Injury done to 


J Chrift was an Abomination ? Next, to make Way | 
3 ' 2 Froteſſion, you have, in the Cloſe SPE, | 
Tran- 


— 1 7 Tx IO — 


al ne are only fervide to a Furiouſneſs, how to be 


y ban dr, ſince you are adding; I may add too: If we 
had believed Truth to be of that Concern, it had. || 
en eaſie for us, to have ſecured Truth, and ſareck li 


TJ 
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Tranſition, you ſpeak of Rabies Theologorum, Sir 
whom do you ſtrike at here? Tis plain, at all the 
Men, who are otherwiſe minded, than your elf 
But, Sir, I could quickly ſilenee you here, by diſeo- 
vering on whoſe Side that Rabies were; If it did 


not ſeem a Piece bf Reſentment : However, it will 


be your Wiſdom, for the Future, if ever you men- 


tion this, to know what Advantage I have your 


Party at, in this Particular. But next; Sir, while 
I conſider the Party pointed at by you, I am, with- 
out a Rabies driven, to adviſe you ſeriouſly to take 
heed, leſt that pats with you for a Rabies, which 
with God will be owned, as an Act of Zeal for His 
Intereſt and Glory; 'the Danger of being found 


in contrary Terms with Him, in the Caſe, and 
what hath been ſaid above to clear the Men, whom 


you condemn as Churchrrenders, may perſwade you, 
to take this to a ſerious and ſecond Conſideration, 
As for your Profeſſion of what you would do, for 
Peace in the Church, it doth not much concern me 
to take Notice of it; only give me Leave to ay, 
That if either you, or I had a great Mind to be ol 
fered up upon the Intereſt of Truth, we might find 
a more noble Cauſe of Martyrdom, than * this 
Kind of Union, viz, a faithful Witneſſing againſt 
the Wrongs done to the Anointed of God ; and 
that, inſtead of that Thing, ſo much perſwaded 


unto, called a Healing Tefimeny, would ind iſpenſr 


bly impoſe the Neceſſity of Witneſſing againſt this 
Church-rending Indulgence, and againſt all theſe 
Church-rending Modes and Methods, commended 
under the Names of Union and Healing, to keep 
up its Credit. But, 

Next, Sir, how comes it to paſs that you, who 
would be ſo prodigal of your Life for Peace and 


« Union, are yet ſv prodigal of your Time and Fans 


(Which 


Preter; 


ad { 


Ir, 
he 
U 
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(hich, I can demonſtrate, might be much better 
ent) in raiſing ſo much Duſt and Diſtraction in a 
geiety, Who, theſe Eighteen or Ninteen 'Years, 
ve been of one Soul and Shoulder? For, Sir, all, 
who are now alive, can bear Wittneſs that, till your 
ating, there was Nothing but a moſt ſweet and 
frene Harmony amongſt us And it can efcape the 
(blervation of no Man (and though, I know, in 
his J am not pleaſant, yet the Intereſt of Truth 
md Peace makes me plain :) That whoever fall in 
mth you, in your Courſe, and are proſelyted by 
jou into a Compliance with your Deſign, fall off 
tom theſe, who have been hitherto unite, and con- 
mme to be ſo ſtill, in owning the good old Way of 
he Church of Scotland ; and lamenting both qur 
efection from it, and the Way of ſuch who ſtand 
n the Way of having its Wickedneſs detected, 
And ſince I am driven to this Plainneſs, I muſt 
llewiſe tell you, that it is a ſad Change in the Pal- 
t of Rotterdam, when the more ſerious muſt not 
mly ſorrow, for the Silence at our Detection; while 
tgrows ; but alſo that there is ſo much Rage againft 
flat juſt and faithful Freedom, which ſome are 
anltrained unto, not only from the preſent Con- 
lion of our Church; but from the ſilence and 
forle of Others. Sir, Theſe Things ly fo obvious 
bthe Obſeryation of all Men, and I am fo much 
ancerned in the true Peace and Unity of a Society, 
mo hitherto have been ſo much One in, the Lord, 
8 1 could not, out of a real Regard to them, and 
lo out of a true Tenderneſs to you, forbear this 
fainne(s, And it is vain to think, I will be ſilenced, 
mile obſerve theſe Things, with a Noile of 
Irterices and great Words. No, Sir, It is Things 
ad ſeen Realities that will eicher filence me, or 
| | latisſy 
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my Others, And fo I come. to your Prin, den 
lars: | orer | 
And your 1#, is, That it may be too vi E (H 
you) the great Want, which is this Day in the ſeri H nf 
Work of Chriftianity, 8c. * And in the Clole l bete 
your Firff, you burſt forth into theſe Words, O Ahe 
my dear Friends, why is it N ? Anſ. Firf, & Bu 
You impoſe the impleaſant Neceſſity upon me, yÞ|bott 
tell you, Vur dear Friends, as yon call them, deſire} mes 
have the Truth fo dear to their Souls, as they da] (onft 
not quit that, which they judee their Lord o iin 
mands them to hold faft, hat no Man tale thr Miel 
Gown , by a Sound of Words, whole Significagmier 
muſt be taken in the Caſe, from the Solidity and, at 
Strength of ſomewhat going before; For, Sir, yu ral G 
beinga Preacher, know this well, That if we wereyanFitar: 
Auditors, all your Exhortations, or Expoltulations f ing c 
levelled at our Aﬀcctions, would be in vain; erk is 
in your Doctrine you had convinced our Judg4{ Noiſe: 
ment, which yet we deſiderate here; and are like vine. 
to do; except you have ſomewhar elle to ſay, to 
vince us: For we dare not hide it from you, Thafſ 
ou have ſaid Nothing to reach our Ca 

A but by the Contrary of this, by all u 
have to ſay, we are much confirmed in the Truth 
when we ſee, how little is in all that can be brought tele 
againſt us, 24ly, You impoſe alſo, in the whole d de cat 
your Firſt, a more unpleaſaut Neecſſity upon me; i & no 
telling you once more, That, if big Words of u i the 
ſame Complexion were enough to bogle us out of ey a 
our Principles, and byaſs us into a Compliance wil ſo n 
you, Gilbert Barnet, Who is not ſhort of you, ( 2 

Itech 0N tro 
4 — Ii fert 


* The reſt of this comes moſtly in afterwards, as id! fr WI 
did Print, Page. &. and fo is not repeated heres 
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ries tien he ſoars higher) in theſe, had turned us all 
Isar by the ſame Artifice, long ago into a Compli- 
eh with Epiſcopacy ; and whatſoever you would 
fi nſwer him, in the Caſe, will ferve me againſt the 
ole off heſgn you drive of Union with the Ind#/ged Men 
, Ob! Yobile ſuc h. | | 
„bot, to come more cloſely to you, in your Firſt, 
ne, wi [both give and grant, that a Tine of many Diffe- 
fret mces and Debates, is a Time of much Diſtraction, 
die Confuſion, and great Animoſities, and lamentable 


> eg and Diſcords, even amongſt Brethren; 
ther which ſho 


uld make every one look upon it with a 
aue very Eye. And next, I will grant you, that ma- 
g, and even not a few of theſe, who may have the 
„vil Grace of God in them, may ſadly divert from 
anf ut- work, and be over bufied in Debating and ſtar- 
long ing one Queſtion after another while Heart -Exer- 
xc] is forgotten; and Men may be huzzed by theſe 
Judg4oiſes, into the Oblixion of dean/ing from all Fil- 
| like neſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, and o fn Holi- 
> condJ'uſs in the Fear of God. 3d h. Sir, I will eaſily grant 
Thaſ tis alſo, that Men ordinarily flide, at ſueh a Time, 

no a Severity of Cenſuring others, while · lighting 
| youſtie Pulling oat the Beam that is in their omn Eye. But 
uchJ ray, Sir, what of all this? Do we own, or approve 
weld tele Things more than aur Do we not deſire, as 
ole of Fe can, to regrate theſe Evils, before the Lord? Do 
r, Me not abhor to ſee Men hurried into the Oblivion 
fd the ſeven Abominarions of their own Heart, while 


ra icy are given to Debatings? Sir, I plainly tell you, 


with o much abhor it, as I, value no Man's Debatings, 
mi "bom I perceive to take the Altitude of his Religi- 
fred n from a Reſtleſneſs in Debates( nay, I never obſerve 
— {i Perſon of that Temper, or Tendency. with, and 
nal br whom I am not 328 while the 1 

13 


— 


282 Particular Firſt 
his Heart doth not witneſs, that he lives wid /e 
Sight of the Evils of his own Heart, and hath; B. 
Complacency in being vile in his own Eyes; and in ful 
loathing Himſelf, as one, who hath his Sin ever EIA 
fore him. I tell you moreover, Sir, it is very unſara e, M 
to my Soul, to hear Men ſevere in cenſuring oth Nen þ 
and inſiſting upon that, who do not cut off their am n d 
Right-Hand, and pluck out their own Right-Eye, L ae 1 
hor a Keenneſs againſt others, in Perſons little a $ Ha. 
quaint with blunting the Edge of their Cenſure and wbly 
Indignation upon themſelves ; or little habituate we © 
a taking Vengeance on their own Inventions. I had . and { 
ther ſee one lay ing the Ax to the Root of the Im N ol 
ſtriking at the Body of Death, and drawing Blood W. 
of his own Heart, than to ſee any Man fervide, erm 5! 
to the Height, for what I my ſelf were perſwadel ? 
were the Way of Cod, while I did deſiderate d= th 
loathing, and theſe Evidences, that may make it m 
nifeſt, in his Way, he hath met with Him, ww 
bath told him all that ever he did. *. 
Next, Sir, bear with me, to tell you once more, ie 
that ſince the ſad Conſequences are to be aſcribed v by 
their proper and procuring Cauſe ; if Men wil 
{peak either Reaſon Or Religion, I ſtrange you lo oY mn 
ten ſtrike upon this String; and yet are never ſo lnce 
happy, as plainly to. declare your Hatred again d, 
this unhallowed Indulgence, which is Mother aud t, 
Nurſe to all theſe ſad Diſcords, and Diſtempen; | YA 
and to refound them upon this Church-Deftroyer, 'W 
and Divider, I grant you, this lay out of the b bb 
of your Deſign, though your Deſign is defeat, whi 170 
your Reader obſerves but this. | 


lu the 3d Place, you ſay, That if there were mum I 4 
ſedere 25 Judging, and that ſuitable Fear in judging: 
and condemning odors as we are commanded to have Fern 


chi; 
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this re ſen. Difference ſhould never have come to 4 for- 
i Breach in the Church. Now, Sir, Where is 

Jo + ſuitable Fear in judging and condemning, of o- 
n, you ſay, we are commanded to have? when 
e Without a Perad venture, you paſs Sentence 

on All, who croſs your Method, as making a 
ed Breach in the Church; becauſe they are 
gre in Judging, others, than rhemlelves, And 
may I not without your Offence, judge ſo cha- 
1 ly of you, chat there are ſome, who are ſo op- 
te to te to your Deſign as you propoſe and purſue it, 
Ind {© muſt be reckoned and repute by you Car- 
on of this Diviſion, to a formed Breach ) that 

n would bluſh, and with Indignation bear any - 
kn give you the Preference to them, in Self- judg- 

,> Oh! if it might be given to me, to come 
the Tenderneſs of ſome, I could name in this! 
x, Sir your frlt Words ſeem a little ſtrange to 
as they are ſet down by you, without a Guard 
That it may be too viſible, the great Want, which 
ore this Day, in the ſerious Work of Chriſtianity, is that 
db gives the ſaddeſt Riſe to theſe high 8 
a 


will $Þ among ſt un, &. NOW, Sir, It is evident W 
„n mean by thete high Diſtempers, amongſt us 
rb lie you come with the only Plaiſter, in your 
zin and, proper for curing of theſe ) Will you then 
It, That it is the Want of Chriſtianity ; it is 
en: E want of Loye to Chriſt, Humility, Patience, 
wer, elneſs, Cc. ( 2s you ſaid before, that it Was 
V% Want of Self-judging, that hath brought the 
5 ant Difference to fuch a Length : ) that hath 
-4 this Diſlike at the Indulgence, and Aliena- 
w at all its Patrons, Cc.? What, Sir, it 1 
in d undertake to prove, that it is cheir being 
Nin the Love of err hath pouſed _ 
8 =_ 
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forward to an earneſt contending jor the Faith, zul llc 
to a warrantable Hatred of this Indulgence ; auto 

the direct, and indirect Ways to eftabliſh that, wal dulge 
is only hateful to their Soul; with all the Commiſ ron 
vances, to conciliate Credit to it: Becauſe, uu b 

ſolid Grounds, they believe it is hateful to Mis: 
Soul, whoſe Honour they love? Sir, If you pla ern 
to engage me further in the Debate, I promiſe yykliev 
to make, what J aflert, as ro Perſons, more evidenv me 
than eyer you ſhall be able to make, what you ingould 
nuate: Neither is there any Thing that -demuyſoug 
ine, in 8 it preſently, ſave the Conſideratioi ſ dis; 

that it is only ſimple Neceſſity, and the Intereſt off Adval 
Truth, that is a Ground, for comparing Perſauſf pit 
with Perſons, But if you impoſe the Neceſliy (wha! 
do not dream I will decline it; eſpecially conſide[icm : 
ring, that by what you here drop, you monopol As 
to your ſelf, and the Men of your Mould, an MI 
vancement in theſe Graces, which are the Beau / 
Perfection and Ornament of a Saint; while vad e 
deny them of ftich, as you can not carry alf, 
with you, and your Way of Healing, as Menu] 4», 
perſwadible from the Want of theſe Graces, whichſd cor 
perſwade you thus to plead, Cc. But Sir, ufs to! 
frems yet more ſtrange to me, which you add, T*we 
thy: (ſay you) more Advantage to the Truth, and E 5 
more Clear Teſtimony kept p thereto, by 4 Spirit Mat 
Lore, Kc. This, I fay, ſeems ſtrange to me, an k 
gives me Ground, by way of Queſtion, to retunif 
you this Anſwer, We know well what you mal 
by 2 Spirit of Love, tis a. Louting to your L 
en; (which tome will never ask you Leave 1 
Su Lukewarumeſs:) Well then, Sic, I ask ye 
more Advantage to that great and gloriow 
Trurh, That Chriff 13 ſele Sovere1gu, in and over th 
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furch, and a more clear Teſtimony be keeped up 
Auto it, by your Method of carry ing towards the In- 
. ulged, as if Chriſt had not been by that Acceptance 
on nonged; than by the Oppoſition made to it? Alas! 
ow many Sheets will you write, ere you pe rſwade 
is: Nay, you mult find out a Way, how to 
prive us of our very Senſes, before you make us 
klieve any ſuch Thing: And really it ſeenis ſtrange 
idem me, with what Conſcience, . or Conſidenee, you 
1 inflliuld have adventured to talk thus. Sir, you have 
.muioughr your ſelf under the Neceſſity of retracting 
ation tis; or by perſiſting to affirm, that it is the great 
ref {Advantage of Truth, and the molt clear Way of 
u leping up a Teſtimony thereto, by a Spirit of Love, 
eſſey{{ybatever you ſay of Prelates, yet) to joyn with 
nid dem and their Curates. 8 
old As for what you add, 1: bath been aſtoniſhing 


— If 
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aun lach ſore Thruits at a Diſfance, to break he Ce- 


10 in, yet plead 4 Patrocim for the ſame. — — 


ning, That theſe 
demſel 


an 
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and as ſuch pad a Patrociny, whereby, while gif. 
covered to be what they, are, they may be main. 
tained, in being ſuch? If ſo, tis true, the 

is more proper, only you are obliged to ſhew us 
who the Party ie, who is thus pleaded with, town, 
dertake this Patroeiny. I only hint at this, in the 
By. Bur, that 1 =” proceed to conſider the Matter 
of your Challenge, I muſt add, what you add and 
ſubjoyn, Oh my dear Friends (ſay you) why is it (of 
The Zeal of God, as it muſt be fir the Church's Ed. 
fication, ſo alſo os: us under a Conſtraint for Duin 


the Wiſdom: t hat is from above, and is pure, is peaceable, | 


gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, without Hypocrih und 
without Partiality. Nor, Sir, you muſt ſuffer your 
ſelf to be dealt with here plainly ; and rherefore, 
1f, We muſt underſtand you thus, That thee 
imbittering Heats, and Animoſities, Cc. Which ar 
ſo viſible Eruptions of Corruption, &c. are ſo 
manifeſt, as you can demonſtrate them; for elſe you 
Had not been aſtoniſhed at the Sight of theſe Thing, 
as you ſay, you have been. 2dly, This mult be in 
the Carriage of ſome, to whom you addreſs your 
ſelf, and that antecedently to this Addreſs ; elſe 
this will be a fore Thruſt at a Diſtance, for breaking 
the Credit of others, which is the Guilt, where- 
with you charge us: Which is further evident 
by your Words, more expreſſive of your Aſtenilh: 
ment and Amazement, Oh ! my dear Friend: (a 
you) Why is it ſo } For it were utter! :mpettinel | 
to bring 1n your ſelf in the Polture of a Perſon ad- 
miring and bewailing, while you ask this Queſtion, 
Why is it fo? If it were not unqueſtionably Jo; 
and that with your dear Friends, as you call them. 
And, 1#, I confeſs, This is a very friendly Ad in 
you, to be ſo plain with us, if you be in Gly 

emen. 
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(confeſs you have hugely the Advantage of us, 
sho are charged by you, as guilty, of thruſting 
rich Animoſity, at a Diſtance, to break the Credit 
if others, i. e. to defame, back-bite, and diſgrace 
Perſons, to be highly honoured ; ſeing you with ſo 
nuch Generoſity give us a plain and open Thruſt, 
na publick and perſonal Entering the Lifts with 
il of us, as ſuch Evil-doers. 


24y, 1 confeſs alſo, it it be true you fay, you de- 
frye all that great Eſteem you challenge and defire ; 


I nd we all the Contempt you would pour upon 


u who ſo generouſly interpoſes, and comes to the 
Reſeue of theſe Perſons, whoſe Credit we ruin at 
; Diſtance. Sure, Sir, this is an Act of Generoſity 
which ſhould commend you to all Men, to whoſe 
foul malicious Back-biting, and detracting Calum- 
is juſtly odious. But, Sir, having premitted 
theſe Things, for clearing of this Debate, and 
kving/ yielded you alſo theſe Things upon a Sup- 
ſition ; both the Intereſt of Truth, and your Edi- 
feation, as a dear Friend ( to pay you home in 
jour own Coin ) make 1t indiſpenlibly neceſſary to 
by ſomewhat elſe. | | 


Now then, Sir, 1/. J know none of the Perſons, 


b whom you addreſs your ſelf, ſo culpable in the 
(if, as my ſelf; for the Reſt fall only under the 
bint of your Blow, and ly bleeding under your 
lve& Thruſt, if you have indeed hit this Mark, 


which you aimed, by Way of Concomitancy, as 


hey homologate my 1mbittering Heats, and Thru- 
lings at a Diſtance, to break the Credit of Others. 
ene then, Sir, for making out of this Challenge, 
tis clear you mult call, what you heard at theſe 


Ne Times, vis. on that Faſt-day, and when I. 


Jogked 
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| looked for Death, a Thruſting at the Credit of Ma Inſer 
at a Diſtance; either as what is ſimply to be oo ant 
demned, as thruſting at the Credit of Men x; 
Diſtance; becauſe all the Perſons concerned war 
not preſent ; and you would not, ſure, have yay 
Paper chargeable, in the Caſe, with ſuch a bis 
of ridiculous Nonſenſe : For then when we meg 
together to pray, and lament the Condition of the 
Church, if any Thing be ſpoken, wherein Perſars 
not prefent are concerned, this might be called: 
Thruſting at a Diſtance ; and then alſo all the Met- 
ings we have had for Prayer, in this Place, thek 
Eighteen or Ninteen Years, have been a Thruſting 
at a Diſtance at the Credit of Perfons : This, | 
ay, is ſo ridiculous a Piece of Nonſenſe, that asit 
7 clearly contrary to the Way uſed in Seriptun; 

it would argue your ſelf thruſting at fo great 
a Diſtance, - at the Credit of theſe now in Glon, 
for having, while on Earth, after the ſame Manne 
lamented the Defection of that backſliding Church Yan 
I ſay, this is fo groſs, that the Credit of Apoftles and 
Prophets, if this be your Meaning, mult be ſacf I 
ficed to your Deſigh ; and the Credit of our late 
Worthies, as well as the Credit of our few {i 
maining Mourners ; and all this to ſeeure te 
Credit of the Party, for whom you plead, & Idar 
And therefore, : = 

In the 2d, Place, to be as tender of your Credit, 
as is poſſible for me, in the Caſe ; It muſt be ſuf- f 
poſed, x/t, Thar, if you judged theſe Things Truths, Ir Hor 
that you heard then; you judged alſo, that they Jickon 
were not ſo much uttered by Way of Confeſſon ut to 
and Regrare, as on Deſign, to give a Thrult at feng 
Credit of Perſons, at a Diſtance ; And yet we mi iz ir 
not judge ſo of you, left you ſhould ſeem un 
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Me Binfere and fall out with your ſelf; for this is the 
Want of that ſuitable Fear in judging and con- 
kmping Others, whieh we are commanded to 
ue; to which you multi lay Claim, while you 
huge others with the hainous Guilt of wanting it. 
+, If you judged theſe Things to be true; yet; 
* Conveyance was wich ſuch a viſible Eruption 
f th e balfon, as it was the Matter of your Aftoniſhs 
rom ent. Now, Sir, If the Eruption was fo viſible, 
led a I became your Aſtoniſhment, then certainly it 
Meet: aud not be hid from ſo many, preſent at bach 
theſe gie Meetings, not only in better Caſe to judge, 
ting, an either you or I, who may be blinded in the 
nent Contradiction, with Prejudice; but in as 
ask Ypod Cale to diſcern theſe Things, as ever any of 
ure; Yu were, or are like to be, when freeſt of Prejudice : 
eat lad if theſe (hall ſay, what, with ſuch a Parade 
ory, Ii Confidence, you here aſſert, I will exave them ang 
nne u both Pardon, for that Eruption, 3j. If you 
ch, unt it to be true, then, at both Times, you muſt 
am %, Thar, as under Pritext of being afflicted hefore 
act Ide Lord , at the Faſt z fo when 1 was a dying Mau 
late n the Aecount of all beſides your felt) I was 
1 hing, as I lived, in the Height and Heat of Paſſion. 
he lad from this all the World may gather, what 
Oc curacter you would baye given (for guarding 
a beloved Darlings againſt any Prejudice; eould 
dit, ure come to them thereby) of that poor Tettimony, 
ſup- Alen gave; and how it would have been reported 
le, It Home, All was ſaid at that Time, was only to be 
they ſrkoned the Raving t, or the Rage of a poor Man; 
[on ſut to be regarded; ſinee ſuch a Man as your felf 
che king preſent, had given that Account of it, And 
my; dir, L live to xead what Epitaph your Love, Meek - 
im. „„ ne ſig 


ere 
= 
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neſs, &c. would have written over me becauſe a 
that poor Teſtimony, It I had been removed, 


Bur in the next Place, to free your {elf bf af 


the Inconveniences, enumerate in theſe foreg 
Three Particulars, you muſt ſay, That the Thing 
me tioned in Matter of Fact, were either ſumph 


falſe, or aggravate to the Diſgrace of Others, much 


above what they ought ; and ſo, that I was dying 


with'a Lie in my Mouth. And, Sir, I am ſo cy 


as to my being able to make out much more, as tg 


Matter of Fact; and I am allo ſo clear, that it is ni 
in my Power to repreſent our Way, in all theſe, with, 
its jalt Hainouſneſs; as I am here conſtrained to 


you have brought your ſelf under the Neceſſity of 


making good this Challenge: Or, you have brougtt 
your dear Friends and me, as you call us, fo d. 
rectly charged with the Guilt, under the Nectſſ | 
of letting the World know, that what is here bÞ 
ſerted, is a groſs Miſtake, if not a Slander, and grie-$ 
vous Calumny. And, as you Preface to your Char n 
Tou are aſtoniſhed to ſee ; So I may borrow, for thi. 
once, one of your own Words, to conclude thy 
Purpoſe, and ſay, I am amazed to hear you rap ou. 


ſuch Things; when you cannot be ignorant, but 


the Perſons to whom you addreſs your ſelf, tho I 
were out of the World, would put you to Shame 
and Silence, for what you have ſaid, in your Firf;þ 


ſo that it (hould never have a Second of this Kind, 
Sir, pardon it, that your dear Friends do not ſub 


fer you, under the painted and pretended-to Nath 
of Ace lne ſe, Love, Union and Healing, and the lik 


to murder both their Cauſe and Credit; for both 
are directly truck ar, as is obvious; and having, 8 


you ſuypole, brought us under Lee, you add after i 


your %) js i: ſp > immediately, 7 be Zeal 5 
| oy, 296 4 


— mn — — — 
— - _— 8 — 


un, 0 


anſwered, 211 
Lay you ) 42 it muſt be for the Church's Edifica- 
ſe of , 7 alſo bring #s thus under a Conſtraint for Union : 
[uſe your Grammar.) And for a Proof of this, 
f alfa eite a Scripture in the Words, The Wiſdons 
oF i; from above, and is pure, is peaceable, &c. Sir, 
ung you will cite Scripture, pray do not leave out its 
uch eb; for the Words of the Holy Ghoſt run 
The Wiſdom that is from above, is firf pure, 
peaceable, &. And ar the Tribunal of this 
ed Text, do I ſiſt my Cauſe ; and cite yours to 
judged, and receive Sentence. And though ! 
ul be far from alledging, that you cited the Words 
Wis on Deſign; yet let me adviſe you, afterward, 
ly fin you would reach cheCoulcience of either theſe, 
XS yhom you ſpeak, or write, not to eite the Serip- 
ue r ſo negligently: For ſure, Sir, If you had 
ar ered the Seripture eited, in its evident and in- 
ity Pd Emphaſis, of Firſt and then you had never 
© K Mliced it, in the Caſe; knowing with what Ad- 
SIE auge we may plead it, beyond all the pitiful Pre- 
ary pings of ſuch, for whoſe Patrociny it is plead- 
FM: for if this had been the Rule, there had been 
4 Necelliry of your Plea, for Union upon your 
as, 
bund you add, (but how you bring it in, it eon- 
0 Mi: notme to enquire; only ſince you have brought 
tl am concerned to notice it:) And do any 
(y you ) the Comforts and Sæalings of the Spirit, 
F 4 dividing and imbiitered Temper * Anſwer, Sir, 
utever you ſay of us: beſides, iurely you will not 
pn that upon us, whom you ſtigmatize, as 
N s of a dividing and imbittercd Temper, Thar 
boch Bile to boaſt Men into a Silence, or Compliance 
„ what we ſay, by making a Noite of our Com- 
a” Pad Scalings. Oh! Sir, leſs Noiſe of this were 
| Be 2 | ofr- 
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- » ofr-times much more to Edifieation ; begauſe dom {Hs 
it may. be, who are much more acquainted- wid! #42 
theſe iweet Comforts and bleſſed Sealings, than titel is 
you or I, cannot underſtand the Coexiſtence of the! 
Comforts and Sealings, with ſueh Coolneſs in oll nen 
Things, wherein thele uſe to witneſs their Bei 
Life and Vigour. Alas! Sir, we deſire to ly loy 
and we leave it to others to boaſt of theſe; On 
I muſt tell you, That how great a Stranger ſerve 
be to theſe (as alas! I acknowledge my ſelf tok 
O when will it be otherwiſe |, ) Yet, 1½. I juda 
howloever you ſeem to monopolize thete to ya 
felf, and the Men of your Mould ; yet, it wc 
be found, That this is, to uſe the Apoſtle's Phi 
a glorying in Appearance, (if this, which is le 
driven be laid for a Foundation to theſe ) and i 
fome, yea not a few, of theſe Perſons, fo ſeven 
xeflected upon, are not behind with you, wherein 
glory. 2dhy, Sir, There are many, who do adm fole 
to hear Men talk often Times of high Attainment, 
fuch as Comfort and Sealing, &. And yet, wh Chr 
they compare their Way with the Way, wherdſ ent! 
theſe rare Manifeſtations are met with, and 6 
der what they drive, and conſtrain unto, on i 
ſo little Ground to believe the Truth of theſe Thing 
finee they themſelves are taught of God to ſeckthe 
and do only find them in another Path. And © I 
plain with you, Sir, whereas I have not been a MH Jou | 
Pumbled with Some, my Scul hath been much © yo 
yived and refreſhed with the Acceſs, 1 have M /+ 
Wirneſs unto, that ſome of theſe, to whom you (eſc0 
dreſs your 1elf, as different from you, ( and 
muſt paſs with you, as Perſons of a divillf - 
and in;bittered Tempe; ) had to God, both in {pt Sy 
ing to Him, as knowing the Plague of —_— ter to 
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dan (art, and in bewailing the Defection of the In- 
- widddalgence. with all the Modes and Methods of Hid- 
enkel im and Hudling- up out of Sight its Iniquity. And 
Tm, Sir, It will ſpeak a higher Meature of Attain- 
\ nent, to attain, for the Future, to more Silence, as 
emo this, and more Sobriety, as to the Appropriating 
lic to your ſelf and che Men of your Mould, And 
give all tome Lultre, you cloſe with that Sentence 
Ji our bleſſed Lord, I know not nba Spirit you are 
, Sir, what you ſaid before makes us underſtand, 
e whom you aim to hit here: But beſides that Gilbert 
rnet could with equal Colour and Confidence 
hve made LJſe of this Phraſe againſt us all; and be- 
(des it might be eaſily made out, if it have any 
A venificancy, in our Caſe, it doth much more ſtrike 
x the Repute, and the Renown of the moſt famous 
Ind faithful Lights that ever burned and ſhined in 
Jour Church: Beſides this, I ſay, ſuffer me to 
poſe your Conſcience in the Caſe, and put you to 
J it, whether it were fitter for a faithful Miniſter of 
ue Chritt, conſidering what we have been, and what we 
den continue to be, to be calling all of us to remember, 
nd} #hence we bave mow and repent, But, alas ! I fee 
/ fi nothing, but a Connection betwixt this Courſe, and 
hin the Removing of the Candle-flick, 
tha} II. Having been neccflarily arreſted, beyond my 
1 off Purpoſe and Inelination, upon your F, wherein 
jou ſound the Victory, as having overcome, Icome 
þ to your Second; which you thus begin: Have ne 
en ſeen (lay you) that on 4 ſmall Remove and Se- 
ou &[7on iu Church-fellonſhip, &e. 1 ; 
nd Anſ. 


1 r 
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+The reft thus in Print, ibi ſipra, P. 8, 9. Buch have 
made mote Hafte than good Speed, nor have found it caſy af. 
Nur fo fix, until they have been a Length their Heart would 
. e- 
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Anſwer. Well, Sir, Your Meaning is, thy 
onee ſcruple the hearing of the Indulged C which ore. 
you call a {mall Remove and Seceſſion) there will be 1%, 0 
Separation infallibly ſeen to follow upon it. ＋ 
to introduce my Anſwer, I muſt tell you, That, I pont 
believe, you judge, you have me at ſo great Adyay. Hou 
tage in this Second, as it hath made your Conf. 
dence ſwell to the Bulk and Bigneſs of Writing 
the whole of this Paper; as pertwaded you would, e 
from what you ſay, of the Carriage of ſome fey 
gracious Perſons, in this Country, ¶ for whom, you 
ſay, you principally intended this Paper; however, 
beſides your Naming of others, as intended, I do 
not, nor cannot underſ{tand,:-how this ſhould be) 
infallibly-confound us,carry us along with your De 
ſign; or elſe fix upon us a Schi ſm, and drive vs tothe 
Neceſſity of owning them in their Excefes, And, 
Sir, becauſe I know you, and the whole Party you 
plead for, and joyn with, will think, that now 
you may trample upon us, at your Pleaſure, and 
triumph over us, becauſe of this ; you muſt bear 
with me, both for the Intereſt of Truth, and Re 
preſſing of the Infolences of ſuch, as will inſult, to 
be plain here with your ſelf, and with your Friends, 
above what I have been, in any Thing that went 
be- 


ſometime have trembled at; yea, thus be ſides the wounding 
the Heart of the Godly, darkning the Glory of the Goſpel, 
and ſhaking the Faith of many, have been forced torunon 
ſaddeſt Inconveniences and new Principles to maintain theit 
Way. Whatever Length the Difference about the publick 
Reſolutions of late came to (which wasa vilible Preſage of 
the Stroke that after came) yet was there no daſhing on ſuch 
2 Rock as this is now. And we may know that, Whatever 
tends to divide amongſt the Godly, ar betwixt People and 
Miniſters, gets but too eaſy an Hearing oft amongſt mam. 
It is ſo /ib to our Corruption, and one of the ſtrongeſt Luſts 
of the Flcſh, 
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that wore. 1 ſhall here forbear to hold forth either to 


hich : ' | 
theſe Friends (whom I ſtill own, as ſuch 

be (Ns near che Duſt of Death I haye been brouglt 

A ponthis Occaſion 3 ſince it can be hid from neither 


Hou. And leſt you, or your Friends, ſhould ſay, 


br: had Reaſon to be 1o confounded, and caft down ; 
ng mſdering what Encouragement my now glori- 


kd Brother, and my own Writing had given to 
fo lierte Exceſſes. I ſay, to ſilence all ſuch, That, as I 
you Ia not, to this Day, the leaſt Challenge, the leaſt 
know, or Reſeitment upon the long Tract of my 
| d Jantinued Significations of Abhorrence and Deteſta- 
be ) Ian of char wretched Iadulgence, and all Onnivance 
De le the Wickednels of that Way, and Endeavours 
te JÞ bide its Blackneſs and Abomination, whether 
nd, Þref, or obliqzo ; ſo, if All that I have done and 
you Fd, to this Purpole, were yet to do (as, I bleſs Him, 
tis not) I would deſire it, as my Mercy to do it 
win, and ſay it again; and that with ſome more 
ige and Fervour, in the Foreſight of all that hath 
lowed of Sorrow and Reproach from all Airths. 
dh, Sir, I tell you, That, if either our well-mean- 
„ Friends, (for I am perſwraded they mean well, 
atever be their preſent Miſtake) ſhould, upon the 
Hand, endeavour to fortify and obfirm them- 
es in their Miltakes, from any Thing that ever 
a fallen from great Mr, Brown his, or my poor 
a; Or, that you upon the other Hand, ſhould 
Wer any Principle upon us, prompting: to theſe 
t Fiattices: Then I count my ſelf concerned, and, I 
pe, He will make it eaſie for me, to vindicate 
wr Servant of Chriſt, and my ſelf, as injured by both. 
iny. T, 34h. Sir, I cannot but, in this preſent Lapſe, 
uſts Pd Darkneſs of our worthy Friends, whatever 
any it hath colt me, obſerve and adpre the Pro- 
| VI- 
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vidence, that is in it; for it may be, He hath l {ti 
them for a Little, to be in the Dark in this Matte [if 
on Purpoſe, that hereby an Occaſion might bega 
me to roll away that Reproach, calt upon my IC. 
ther and me, wherewith we are commonly. loa] 5 
and laſhed : For, Sir, It is well known, thats $9 
mong(t other Things laid to our Charge, to mik 
all we did, and ſaid againſt the preſent Courſe, of®® 
no Significancy, this was One, That we were who 
ly led, and took our Meafurcs from ſome of cheſs; Yo! 
Which, as it was a erois Falſhood and Calumnyin 10 
it ſelf; (tor we deſired to own, and walk by # . 
nother Rule.) So now it is made evident to teff® 
World, that they are as little owned, and as plains Dai 
ly dealt with in their Mittakes, as you are; and tit ii 
there is an Endeavour ſo to walk, as Extreme Near 
may be guarded againſt on all Hands, as having teaſ 
on the Armour of Truth and Righteouſneſs, up. 
the Right-hand, and the Left, 4764). Give ! 
Leave to tell you moreover, That there is to IA 
ſomewhat tremenduous in this, and which haf 
a fearful Aſpect upon not a few Miniſters in . bane 
land, both Indulged, and their Favourers and B. och 
vourites, when Men known to be Godly and em. Ag 
nent Sufferers (as they are) are yet, for à Seaſon it 
nin their Datkneſs to do n ſud * 
as have turned aſide may be, in His ſpotleſs Rights wi 
ouſneſs, more hardned in their Coutfe, and hears he 
ned to continue in it; and ſince they loved uf e 
wander, and hated all faithful Freedom, in Ordet ny 
to their Recovery, this Snare ſhould be rained up U 
them; whereby, as they are locked up into an En 
xeclaimableneſs ; to, Others are emboldened to he 
forward, and making a further Diſcovery of them bk 
ſelves, without regarding the Offence' given of — nm 
| 2 0 
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ath ki Erious People of the Lord, as if all Oppoſizion made 
Matte [iy theſe, were meerly from Pi inciples, that would 
begingſatty to 4 Sceeſſion from the ſolid Principles of the 
y Bio Church of Scotland. i 

Loaded 5% Let me tell you further plainly, Sir, that I 
cher ure long feared ſuch à Thing, and it hath been the 
o muh lter of muy Wonder, that many weak and well. 
ule, « raning Chriſtians, ſerious in the Caule, and zeal- 
wol las fot the Prerogative of Chriſt, obſerving our 
chef; Hul atid wrerched Lukewarmneſs in this, fo high- 
mm i hetcerning a Matter; and not being able to ſet 
k by # Bounds, in the Cate, have not ealt us off long 
10 chef with Contempt. Alas! Sir, whoiti have we to 
; plains tank; if chis Diſeaſe and Diſtemper (hould grow 
ad thr le in Incurableneſs? I muſt, in the Caſe, ſpeak my 
trems bert, that IJ judge, however the Lord Will be dit- 
having tkeſed even at the Practices of fuch of his People, 
„ this do flip, and will gracioully patdon them; 
e weft He will require their Exceſſes, Miiiakes and Er- 
to mn af our Hand, who have by the Obſervation of 
1 haut Carriage, Inconeernednets, and real Wrongs 
1 elde to the preeiotis Iimtereſt of Chriſt, been driven 
id RJ theſe Extremes. | 

e 6h, Sir, I would have you, inſtead of judging 
an Kalt hereby an Oceaſion is given you, to pur ſue 
ſuch dur ſoudering Defign, and to triumph over all 
diebe lit dare offer to oppoſe you, (as I hope ſome 
heart, whom you ſhall never be able to charge with 
od we Exceſles, ſhall never be wanting to withſtand 
Onda du, and the Men of theſe Drivings to the Face : ) 
upſſ®oully, and as before the Lord, to confider and 
m þ-Jquire, in the Matter, How you come to be a= 
to 9 dong(t the firſt Miniſters of rhe Church of Scotland, 
thb bo have not owned the Induſgence, whom Perſons 
> the knownly pious; ſo eminent for theix- Sufferings 
riow ve and 


_— 


and wherein they may fix to an Irreclaimiblene 


Piring Intereſts; whereby it is oblerved, that tit 
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and fo great Lovers of your Perlon ; yet, becauſe $5, 

our Way, heſitate to join with? And if in ti 
nquiry you be ſerious, I judge you may find met! 
Matter of Humiliation, than of Inſulting odds 
their Withdrawing, and might ſoon be brow re 
in a ſerious Pondering of what they have of Hu, 
(as I hear) propoſed to your ſelf, and a ſeen Zu 
ouſneſs in teſtifying againſt the Wrongs done Mu 
Chriſt, recover them out of the Snare, wherein“ 
they are fallen, from the Obſervation of your N 


( thong! I hope for better Things of them) if 
ſtead of doing ſo, you hold on to drive your Df 
ſign, adding Occaſion of Stumbling to Stumbling 

7thly, Sir, do not offend, that I plainly tell youſſ® 
However I neither do, nor dare approve their pu 
ſent Practice, ( eſpecially, if a Principle be plead 
in its Defence to the Prejudice of the whole pre 
terian Frame, which yet, I am ſure, through un 
verteney, and not on Deſign, is, if it be at; 
pleaded by them : Nay, moreover, I tell you, 
judge my ſelf particularly called of the Lord, ff 
give my poor Teſtimony againſt this, wherein; u 

ve not been wanting, ſo I reſolve throughH 
Grace, that no Eſsteem I have of the Perſons, he 
dearly ſoever I love and honour them, (as Ldo 
(hall demur me from for the future: Vet I a 
here conſtramed to tell you alſo, that your Wit 
drawing and Separating your ſelf from that Society fc 
here, who weckly meet, to ſpend ſome Time ind 
Prayer, arid pouring out their Hearts, before M 
Lord, on-che-Behalt of his bleeding, dying and et | 


t 

Perſons, of your Intimacy, are alſo encouraged. t the 
withdraw, is to me equally, if not more ſean „ 
0 N * y 
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F in Sawing of theſe Perſons from hearing you: And 


nd mtecher you do this from a Principle, that with- 
— th x regard it, in the Caſe: But again I mult tell 
of au, when 1 conſider how, by your Withdrawing, 
put a Diſcountenance upon one of the moſt 
Pous Societies belonging to the Church of Scot- 
yea, a Society, in their Meeting, ſeeking of 
Lord Succeſs to yotir Miniitry; and how by 
) in, and have grieved and wounded the Souls of 
ur Del more ierious, TI cannor but ſay it again, your 
mblim rating your ſelf from that Meeting, who 
1] youſgat in fucha Day to mourn, is to me of a Hain- 
Vir preffunels equal unto, if not above any Guilr you can 
pleaduſ upon theWithdrawing of theſe ; of whoml may 
PregySnfidently ſay, they only heſitate at preſent (and 
h lm that the Lord, who hath been kind to them in 


at alÞ"y Things, may give them Light in the Caſe ! ) 
you, Þpining with you, becauſe of ſome Darkneſs of 
ord, (find, about joining with you; as not ſeeing how 
in; u can conſiſt with the Integrity of that Teſtimo- 
12h H they judge themfelyes called of the Lord, to give 
„ honeln't all the Ways, whereby the preſent Detection 
Ldo Nontinued in, and carried on. 

Lan lut Jg), Sir, I mult tell you here, for a Cloſe, 
Withten 1 was ſurpriſed with your Paper, this occurs 
Society to me, that, as I had an Opportunity put in my 
me ind, by the preſent Darkneſs and Miſtake of my 


noured and dear Friends, to witneſs to the 
old, I durſt not own any Man, further than I 
their Way conſiſtent with the good old Way 
the Church of Scotland: So, by this your Pa- 


re i 
del 
lat the 
ed tt 


candz c, I had alſo an Opportunity put in my Hand, 
lus 7 : to 


ws, than any Thing you can fix upon the With- . 


us you; or, upon ſome other Conſideration, I do 


ablen@s you have laid a Stumbling-block in che Way of 


— ———— — 
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to convince them, that norwith{ianding of my phauſ ab 
Dealing with them, in dilowniog their Pracher f in 
yet, 1 tiood as far aloof, and was as Alien from thlfip 
Courſe of Detection, now carried on in Scotlayfy 1 
and all the Ways taken to lull ſuch aſlcep, in the Abo 
blivion of what they have done, in wronging oufys 
Lord; and encouraging others to the like Pradn ii 
as ever. And now l have both you and them to Well 


my Witneſſes, in the Cale. 


lu 
As for your 3d, *I wonder why you ſet it domi dy 
do we doubt of the undoubted Neceſſity of an Uni ir 
on in the Church of Chriſt? Or, would you hay ky. 
the World believe, you were under the Neceſſiy a (y: 
impreſſing us wich theſe Apprehenſions ? Sir, youl fart 
might have {pared all this, and addreſſed your ff x n 
to the Brethren of the Iadulgence, who have wall yt 
the Rent, to xeturn, Or it, while they continu (ly 
what they are, and where they axe, you would han ut 
us make ſuch an Union with rhem, as that hell ve 
Dilloyalry to Chriſt, the Acceptance of the Indulgemz] For 
(for this is the Soul and Complexion of that, f vil 
much talked of, Union, as I have elſewhere to male ne 
manifeſt:) ſhould be thereby buried in Oblivion] Wo 
and there ſhould not be a ſtanding Teſtimony ket ef 
up againſt their Way, as injurious to Chriſt, ad / 
carefully propagate to Poſterity. I hope there wil Coy 
be ſome, who will be reckoned the Sons of Peat 
however they pats with you, as Men of c * 
| VV ol 
TOM | ; — 1 
* g. Is there not an undoubted Neceſſity. this Day to elly mo 
to the ſurtheſt an Lim and Healing in the Church, 100 


of no leſs Import, than the keeping up of the Worthipdly + 


God, the Salvation of the P-ople, the Credit of the Gol) 
and à preventing the grumbling of many, now in ſuch vi beY in © 
Hazard, which are more than our Souls are worth? and ally, 
ve (ce bow theſe ſhall be ſafe, if this Breach be fl del 
ned! c. Ubi ſupra Pag. 3. en 
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V plaul abo will be ſo far from being wheedled into this 
ache ind of Union by Thoviands of tuch Lines and 
m thfapers ; as they will wax more confident, not only 
orl io ipeak againſt the Wickedneſs of this Thing, but 
the ib againſt all ſuch Ways of Healing, as involy- 
8 oufſye us into the ſame Guilt of Diſloyalty jco Chriſt, 
Frachaf ithal, Sir, bow oft (hall J be driven toithe Ne- 
n to bafſity of telling you, That this plain Sphal ma, a pi- 
dul begging of the Queſtion, runs thorow the Veins 
dowd your whole Paper; for, either you ſay Nothing 
n Ung fr an, Union with the Indalged ; Or elle, all you 
u hand gy infers the ſame Neceſſity of uniting with the 
ety off (yates 3 Till (whatever Preference is due to the 
r, you ſerlons of the one, beyond che other ) you have made 
our kl] x manifeſt by Reaſon, that there is ſuch a Diſpari- 
malt ty berwixt the Iwo, in Point of Injury done to 
opting (hrilt, as King, and his Church : which you have 
Id han wt yet done, however you have eſſayed it: (and 
t hel we (hall not decline to conſider your next Eſſay.) 
veel ker, till you be in Caſe to convince us of this, ſo. as 
that, { vill quiet our Conſeienee, in putting ſuch a Dif- 


walk] rence, we will reckon All but Wind, and empty. 


ion Words, to make up void Spaces, which ſhould 
y be filled with Reaſon and Religion. 
i, al} As for your 47% and 5%, being of the ſame 
re Wy Complexion, with your 34, that which I have hinted 
Pear to 
ennie — —_ — 
bo + 4, Since each is concerned to prove his own Heart and 
Pork herein, and what may be his Acceſſion to fo highly a 
Movoking Guilt and Stroke, as threatens no leſs than an utter 
to eu quenching the Light of the Gofpel in Scotland, &c, 5. And 
„hat can we poſſibly anſwer to our own Conſcience, and to 


c ſhip UL.the, reformed Churches this Day, yea, at the Appearing 


= by « Jeſxs Chriſt, that now the poor Church of Scotland, when 
nd of 
Ce IN 


than by other Adverſaries? and ſuch a ſore Rent now amo 
theſe, who arc ſtill one in Doctrine, Worſhip aud Govers!- 
ment, Wee 1614. Paz. 2 10. . 
| \. 


n the Furnace, ---- is like to be more ruined by our ſelves, 
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to your Third, abſolves me from the Neceſſity of 
taking any further Notice of all; than to tell yoy 
this, That all theſe Words, you here heap up, mu 
receive their Tincture, Lite and Quality from your 
Scope. And, beſides what hath been ſaid to that d. 
ready, you may hear ſomewhat more ſaid to it erg 
we part. Only I muſt tell you, Sir, I wonder you 
ſtrike ſo much, and fo oft upon this String, of rol- 
ling over the Fault upon others, rather than charg. 
ing it upon themſelves, That there is not an Abſfain. 
ing from harſh Cenſuring of others, and the like, For 
Firſt, You will roll all this hereby over upon the 
Party, oppoſing the Indulgence, and the Courſe you 
take to ſouder us into a Sameneſs with them. 24h, 
We durſt appeal to your Conſcience, whether, in 
our poor Ad dreſſes to God, we do not acknop- 
ledge, as we can, that we, for our Parts, are ſo 
guilty, as we know and acknowledge, That for our 
Cauſe, even for ours, this Storm is upon the Chureh 
of God. But,”24ly, What would you be at by all 
this? Would you have us forbearing to lament, as 
we can, that there have been found good Men in 
the Church of Scotland, fo far deſerted, as to accept 
of that Iadulgenct; and, that others are ſo far de- 
ſerted, as to take Courſes, under the Colour of 
Union, whereby this Defection is carried on, and 
continued into, And this leads me, in the 4b 
Place, to tell you, That it were more ſuitable for 
you and me both, and would argue a juſt Senſible 
neſs of the Wrongs done to Chriſt, and of our un- 
* worthy Short-comings, in not having more ſtrenu- 
ouſly endeavoured to have prevented this Courle of 
Defection of Theſe, or more faithfully witngiked 2. 


gain(t theſe Engagers, as Men of Deſection, if tor this [he 


we were mouruing, and taking Shame to our * 


* 
5 
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han to be. heaping up Words, to ſuch a Purpoſe, 


And think you of it what you will, 1 look no other- 


wiſe on ſuch Dawbing, than as a fore Puniſhment, 
br dallying in ſo neceſſary a Duty. And, Sir, you, 
br your Part, know well, that this is no new Ges 
ion of mine : For you remember, when you came 
it here, and I was very low and weak, I laid it 
mon your ſelf (which at that Time you ſeemed to 
x pleaſed with, and cheerfully undertook to deli- 
rr the Commiſſion : ) to acquaint a great Man of 
God, that I died in Sorrow ( 1f I ſhould then die) 
kr having been diſſwaded from making my Diſſa- 
1 with that hatctul Indulgence known to the 

orld. ta 

5thly, T alſo wonder, you do not abitain, ſooften 
bipeak of Cenſuring, and harſh Cenſuring others, &c. 
When you very well know, Firf, That Men may 
Inderſtand you thus, and that very ſuitably ro the 
beſign you drive, that you may call this harſh Cen- 


uring, to ſay, That, let the indulged Men be as 


wod, as you call them; yet their Acceptance is 
ugh and hateful Diſloyalty to Chriſt, and hath done 
nore Hurt tothe Church, than ever Epiſcopacy could 
hre done, And if you call this harſh Cenſuring, 
bme will wear your Reproach, as their Crown; 
nd ydur Cenſure falls under a very jult Cenſure. 
bur, 2dly, Sir, I told you before, That hereby you 
nſinuate, all che Mzekneſs is on your Side; and the 
kailing, Rage and Cenſuring is on the other Side: 
Whereas, I told you, if provoked and pur to it, I 
tall make it more fully evident, on whole Side 
fs lies. And only in the 34 Place, to ſober you 
Uittle, and make you more cautious and circum- 
ect for the Future, I thall hint, that however I 


[{lire to be affected before the Lord, for theſe hum- 


bling 
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bling Things; yet to revere and adore, that while ybh 
attack us with your Paper, as Men of Ciriteigh 
and while ſome ſerious, in the Place, have had t Js 
poor Remnant (Who dare neither forbear to with Mei 
their Hatred at the Indulgence, nor their Diſlike t Ne 1 
your Way of Union, whereby our Dotection is Et. Nat 
ried on ) repreſented unto them, as Furies aid $) 
Fire-brands ; the Lord in his holy Providenes wilt N., 
fo order it, as at this very Time, ſome of the be. $ © 
ſons of your Intimacy ſhould be left to ſuch Eras $192 
tions, and high Tranſports of Paſſion again Per: F wil 
ſops, without any Provocation in the Manner, only F" 
for owning the Truth, as it is elear now in the Hout 
Place, beyond the Power of your Palliatings: Tha # 
pretend to Peace, Healing, Union, as you pleaſe; N 
et the Rage, Railing, Paſſion, Cc. is found with N f 
the Party, who oppoſe us; inſomuch as, frotn what Nu 
is fallen out here, Perſons, who have been formetly 
buzzed into a Belief, that the poor, reproached Rem N 
nant, were ſuch, as they are called, begin now to 
pity that poor Company; when they fee the Men 
that are Admirers of your Method, under your 
Countenance, take ſuch Liberty to Rage and Re 
proach. Sir, I tell you, I am not alone, in adoring 
this Providence. And, amongſt your other Remarks F 
of Providence, it concerns you to ſet this before 
your Eye, for your Inftruction, which is ſo ipak F 
ing to us, Whatever it be to you; and the leſs 30 
ſee it, and obſerve ir, the more we are confirmed 
It, 

Sir, I cloſe heartily with the firſt Words of your 
Cloſe, That it is highly of your Concerament ant 
mine, and of all the Miniſters of Scotland, to be of F 
ten and ſeriouſſy thinking, what we can 
anſwer to our own Conſeience, to all the reformed 

n . Churches; 


ure] 
x A 


4 
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arches 3 and more partieularly to ſeſus Chriſt, at 
Appearance before his Tribunal, &. 
fir, ſince it is evident, beyond the Palliatinęs of 
Men, that this Ruin is under our Hand; and 
re was no Church in the Earth in the Poſſeſſion 
tar, which we have loſt, and let go; and that 
; Soul of us mult give an Account of our Car- 
ze, at that Appearance: I ſay, Sir, you cloſe 
congruouſly, (but I am much miſtaken, ifas 
your Deſign : ) Since at the Cloſe of our Day, 
will be brought to give the Account of our 
mardſhip, Now, Sir, it may be asked, Where 
zour Conſciences ? Or, what are they doing, 
it we are fo little in thinking, what we have 
me, in out-Jiving the Departing of the Glory? 
tif any of the reformed Churches ſhould fend 
jo us, and ( remembring how we were the Mea- 
wot the Deſires of the more ſerious, for their own 
Iurches ) ask us, What we haye done, for the 
ence of the Goſpel ? and how we have acquitted 
tlelves, in owning that, which, to the Conviction 
dl the Churches, was the Word of the Church 
land, her Teſtimony; and Patience? and that 
ich gave us tht Preference to all of them, with- | 
envy ? what could we anſwer them? : 
Fur it is well added by you, What ſhall we anſwer 
the Tribunal of that Chriſt, whictf gave us bur (Cam- 
n ? Sir, O! that all your Writings, your 
tings, and mine, did witneſs, that we converſed 
e with the Thoughts of our Appearance before 
Tribunal. who is greater than out Conſcience ! 
8! Sir, will you ſo ſhut your Eyes, as not to ob- 
de, what Advantage you give me, and your 
ads every where? when we dare ſay, we are fo 
& Lovers of Peace, that we would comply wich 
: Gs you 


7 


' 


226 Particular Fourth and Fifth 11 
your Deſign forthwith, if we were not demum dyib 
and deterred by the Thoughts of our Appenm unt 
But, Sir, if either you, or I, ſhould take our {eſs fi 
aſide, and ask our own Conſeiences, how we culſuſe, 
anſwer but this, (beſides the great All, that ſanta 
lowed upon it) to God, That being Members off 
Synod, where ſuch a Motion was made, thata Sy 
plication might be preſented, on the Behalf of offi d 
then greateſt Inſtruments of Reformation alive, Mus, 
Priſon, that yct this was refuſed, and their Bloof ſha 
precious in his Sight, was ſhed, without ous e. 

interpoſing, ſo much as by Way of Supplication, $M 
prevent it, I ſay, If we, for our Parts, ſhould 
Interrogate, durit we think of being acquit from u 
Guilt of that Cauſe-betraying Unfaithfulneſs, wit 
this, That we were for Healing, and were loath . 
divide from our Brethren : for if we had doneilh 
it would have made a Breach, and we judged UN. 
on neceſſary ? Sir, your preſent Union is of d 
fame Soul and Complexion with that: And w 
you think to appear before the Tribunal; yea, an 
talk too of your Confidence, by perſwading to pal 
fiſt in your Methods, whereby the Cauſe hath be 
loſt; and think to hector us, with a Heap of Woll 
out of our Soul and Senſes 2 For we muſt havent 
ther Soul, nor Senſe, if we do not remember, boſe 
that by our Perſwadings, and being perfwaged it 
an Oneneſs amoneg(t our ſelves, as the great Du 
of the Day, we destroyed the Cauſe : Andi 
your Pleading to perſiſt in the ſame Courſe, as 
ſtified, and palliated and perſwaded unto. Sir, 1a 
forced here to lay aſide my Pen, left the juſt Seren 
hereto you inevitably expoſe your ſelf, ſhould 
miſtaken, Oh! if I could betake my ſelf to Weepiniffal 
work ; for that were more ſuitable, both for you - * 
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it is like the judicious Reader will jndge ſo of both 
mur rib/ings. And I deſire Grace, for my Part, to 
den unt my ſelf Debtor to every one, who will beg 
ur ſs from me, inſtead of Ink, who having ſo noble 
ve confluſe, yet know ſo little how to manage it with 
that flffuutage. O! let Him raiſe up ſome, who will 
ers offi: to better Purpoſe ! And let Him help me to 
ta du ( when withſtood by ſo many) at this Poſt, 
F of e do ſo ; as I hope He will. | | 
live, aus, Sir, I have given you an Account of my 
Bloor ſhallow Thoughts of all you have ſaid, in your 
us err, Nor have I declined a plain Declaration of 
tion, Mind concerning any Thing in it, upon which 
ould ud imagine, you did lay any Weight: (if I 
om dir tell me of it, in your Next, and I hall, when 
5 uu in Remembrance, acknowledge the -Qrcriight 
ath take it alſo into Conſideration : ) And fo, 1 
lone t here ſubliſt. But for a further, and more full 
1 Uniration of my Mind, in this Matter, ( fince ! 
of Ur been, by being aggreſſed, put to it to ſpeak, or 
d miiny Silence betray the Caule : ) I ſhall append to 
„ Ft is ſaid upon yours, theſe few Things, to be 
to Paflidered by your ſelf and Others. OE 

h bend, Fir, I muſt ask you, If your admired 
Yorlthod had been followed, by our zealous and 
emu Fore-fathers, whether ever Truth had ob- 
, Wild the Victory, and triumphed over all Oppo- 
led Wan, ſo, till at laſt a bleſſed Reformation was ſet- 
Du, and the Ornament of His Beauty was ſet in 
nd fly amongft us, with a Radiancy and Luſtre 
Mond what it was, in the reſt, even of the retor- 
IN Churches, groaning under theſe Yokes wreath- 
eri about their Neck, which He graciouſly conde- 


id Faded to take off our Jaws, by the Hands of thele 
„us Worthies, whole Spirit he raiſed up, whom 


| e 
4 Gg2 He 


1 


kbete Worthucs, if riſen from the Dead, and inte 
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He did with the Fire of Zeal from above inflanl « 
and animate, for that Work, and whoſe Hand H 
held, and whom He upheld, in all their Wrefflinffy 
and C -ntendings, not only with ſtout and faul 
Adverſaries; bur alſo with falſe, or faint Brethnf n 


Alas! Sir, it they had followed ſuch a Method, xn 


had i cver had ſuch a Treaſure to have loft, And, Id 

24%, Whether Truth, in its Liberty triumphng fi 
by this Settlement over its Adverſaries ( ſo as c 
Enemies were forced to lie Subyection thereto, frolf G 
the higheſt to the lowelt; for, in that Day of H 
Power, our Rulers were made to come, and boyfi n 
before Him, and give the Anointed of God hl fh 
Kiſs of Subjection ; however, ſince it was evideg 1 
it was of the tame Quality and Complexjon wi 6 
that, which Judas gave him : ) had ever by a « 


Method, been prelerved till our Time, again di 


ſeeret Machinations, and open Artemptings of off an 

{ubdolous tiated Ad verſaries, who, beeauſe of ii w 

Rave, were reitleſs in their ſecret Deviſings, af ne 

open Attemptines, how to defiroy the Work? A fer 

Sir, the contrary is evident at this Day, and 5 ct! 
Ie 


doubt of its Nororiery ; Or will, to ſaye theU pr 
dit of your Method, deny it; then 1 ask you, Why 9 
is become of rhe Cauic ? And where is that blen de 
Treaſure, our Retormarion, in the Poſſeſſion when o 
of we were put, and left by the Valour, Zeal, Off an 
rage and Vigilancy of theſe great Men of God, M all 
in their ſuceeſſive Generations, were as the Coon jt 
and Horſemen o-, Iſrael, and made the Church, u w. 
ſuch Lights. burned and ſhined in her, Beawilf 1 

comely, and terrible, as an Army with Banners? HH N 
What are you in Caſe to anſwer to this Queliiap pr 
Bur what neither you, nor I durſt ſay to om M 
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ate by them, What were become of the Cauſe ? 
1nd how it came to paſs, that the Houſe of our God 
in vs taken in Poſſeſſion, and our holy and beautiful 
Mouſe (wherein we and our Fathers worſhipped, 
ind where, as there was Purity, fo the Preſence 
nd Power of our King was obſerved in t:) was 
thrown to the Ground, and laid waſte, and now 
ff filled with Apoſtates, inſtead of being filled with 
Y theſe, that were ſometime filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and with whom was his Urim and Tbum- 
un? And, if all of us behoved to be confounded, 
nd put to Silence, before One of thele ; Alas! whar 
hall we anſwer Him, who made us Watchmert 
ien nd Ambaſladors, ſet us for the Defence of the 
Coſpel, and appointed us this, for our Work, to 
untend earneſtly * the Faith, and as the good Sol- 
ders of Jeſus Chritt, to be valiant for the Truth, 
© and to tranſinit pure Ordinances to the Rolterity, | 
J with a Pattern of valiant Wreliling, faithful Wit- 
neſſing, and careful Watching, in order to the Pre- 
J ſervation of that only precious Interelt, and Con- 
cern; that thereby they might be inſtructed, and 
J provoked to follow our Example? Durſt you, or 
durſt any of us plead Innocent, by pretending Pru- 
FT dence, Peace, Healing, Union, Cc. and produce for 
our Warrant ſome general Commands of Loving one 
nor her? We durſt not for our Soul. And ſince 
all of us will certainly be asked the Queltion, 
it concerns all of us, as much as our Souls are 
M worth, to think how ewe will anſwer it. And 
T 1 mutt tell you plainly, Sir, I ſee not a poſſible 

Way, for you, and me, and the reſt of us, to ap- 
prove our ſelves to him, and to be clear in this 
Matter: But, as in the Remembrance of all the 
ny rt of thele Things, which we have ag 

| One 
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done and left undone ; ſo over this your Method 
and Deſign, after all theſe Things, to give our I fir 
ſelves to ſorrow after a godly Sort, with a What of Gare. You 
julne ſe, wrought in us upon this Reflection, a what, YH) 
of Indignation, a what ef Fear, a what of vehement De. {ke 
fire, a what of Zeal, yea, and a what of Revenge. O 
When thall this be ſeen 2? whereby it can only be 
ſeen that our Seers have received their Sight, and are 
now following Jeſus. And then thall we, who 
have by our fancied Prudence diſtracted our felyes 
into a Defection, and deſtroyed the Church, be 
found in our right Wits, fitting at Feſus Feet, or 
prolirate before Him, in the Prodigal's Poſture; for 
we will ever be beſides our ſelves, till then. 
Now, Sir, in Purſuance of this, in the 2d Place, 
mult here put you in Mind, how your very Method, 
upon the Matter, is but the pure and perfect Tran» 
ſumpt of that Trick, and Sratagers of the old Ene- 
mies to the Work of God; and the alone Way, 
whereby theſe Underminers of the Work carried on 
their deſperate Deſigns, till at laſt, by this Artie 
fice, they prevailed : and having overcome the Ge- 
nerality into a Compliance under this beautiful Di- 
guiſe, then they pulled off the Mask: And, after 
they had overturned the Work of Reformation, Ile. 
turned fierce and furious Perſecuters of the Godly, F 
both Miniſters and Profeſſors : Into which Courſe 
they continued, until he aroſe and pleaded his own 
Cauſe with theſe Apoſtates. Sir, I know you are 
better ſeen in the Hiſery of the Church, (tho ! 
muſt tell you, I deſiderate, and fo will Thouſands 
moe, the Improvement of your - Knowledge in the 
Strain, Complexion and Deſign of your whole Fa, 
per. ) than that I ſhould be under the Neceſſity of 
, felling you, whatour faichful Hiftorians hate 0 
„ 's | 
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our I krved of the Way, whereby falſe Bret hren deftroyed 
zur Cauſe: Particularly Mr. Calderwood, in his 
bat, bn, ſhews us, How that, after ſuch a bleſſed 
De. Alkeformation, as was fettled, in 1596, and the 
OA church was ſollicitous how to preſerve it againſt 
be ICourt-contrivances and Machinations, whoſe Byaſs 
ae Ins plainly diſcovered to be towards a Counte- 
who Yrancing of the Popiſh Adverſaries; as in this our 
Ives YDay is clear as the Sun at Noonday ; And when, 
de In order to an effectual Carrying-on of that Court- 

or Aiot, this was fallen upon, as the Sovereign and ſole 

for txpedient, how to exauctorate our bleſſed Lord 
kfus, and introduce an Eraſtian Ulurpation ; and 

ce | Ynben not a few Church-men, who {aw, thata Com- 
bod. Jijlance with this Uſurpation would land them in- 
ran Yo the Altitude of a Prelatick Dignity, above their 
Ene- Yethren, they were overcome, to act Zadas's Part 
Nay, In the Caſe; And e when they drove their Court. 
don I{fſign, that they might do it the more effectually) 
Artie Yitrayed their Maſter with a Kiſs : And when the 
Ge- Court, by their Concurrence, had brought their 
Diſ. Jrurled Deſign to great — Cas is evident 
alter tom the Hi/fory ) and they, as the proper Spawn of 
tion, te Supremacy, were ſeen to be advancing toward 
odly, heir Prelatick Dignity (which was their receiv- 
bg their Thirty Pieces out of the Treaſury of the 
ww Uſurper, to whom they had betrayed their 
Malter ; ) and were yet valiantly reſiſted, in this 
nolent Intruſion, as deſigning to lord it, over his 
nberitance: Then whenſoever they had advanced 


the Jive Step, there was nothing heard amongſt theſe 
e Pa- Flreachers to Chriſt, and Betrayers of the Church, 
y of Put Peace, Union, Healing, and Prudence; with an, 
e obs eme let us preach Chrift! (Alas! for the Flock 
ered ud Lambs, when the Tod preaches ! ) and perſnade 


the. 


2s a King dom divided againft it ſelf; but by a firm 


- 


the Church, all Ditterence amongſt Brethren : where. 
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the Things concerning the Kingdom of Cod; let g 
not ſever, we are Brethren, the Canaaimtes are in the 
Land, we are in Hazard to be deſtroyed by Popiſh N. 
Ad verſaries; let our Difterences amongſt our lelyes 
be ſopite, and ſmothered ; that ſo we may not be 


Union, in theſe Things, wherein we are one, we 
may be more able to make Head againſt the com- 
mon Enemy, and being ſecured againſt that Party, 
there will be Acceſs ro compoſe, with Ad vantage to In 


as the contrary Method will ruin all, will make us 
the Contempt of Adverſaries, and the Shame and 
Reproach of our Profeſſion, and the Regrate of our $ 
Friends: So that there was Nothing cried, bu 
Peace, Peace, by theſe who intended to bite with 
their Teeth, Now, as Caldermobd well cbſerves 
when theſe Cheats had by. this. Syren-ſong charts 
ed ſome of the more Simple into a Compliance with 
them, then they were ſure of two Things, Firf, 
of Immunity from Cenſure, for all that their Vil 
lany and Wickedneſs deſerved, viz. Their treache- 
rous Betraying of their Truſt. 24h, Hereby their Wa 

was paved, to proceed to that Length of Wicked 
neſs and Apoſtacy, that theſe Beginnings bf De- 
fection led them to: And then, in token of theit 
Joy, they uſed to ſing, as the foreſaid Hiſtorian ob- 
ſerves (while all the Serious and diſcerning wer 
ſorrowing) that Ln 133. And thus they conti- 
nued chanting, till God graciouſly broke the Strings 
of their Inſtrument, and cauſed their Muſick to 
ceaſe, by exemplifying upon Head and Members, 
Root aid Branches, of the Men of that Conſpiracy; 
what was in the Cloſe of the foregoing Pſalm, 2. 18: 
His Enemies will 1 clothe with Shame, but upon 70 
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Bl bi: Grown flouriſb, &c. Now, Sir, 


* 


253 


temember, 


lay, how this was the old Trick of theſe 
1ccrous Enemies to our Church; and remems * 
„ and conſider the Effects it had among us; 
i you will not, in order to a Forbearing to 
rue this your Deſign with ſuch Feryour and 
rwardneſs, others will count themſelves fo much 

more obliged, to remember and coulider it; and 
m the Conviction of a Sameneſs of Tendency 
whatever you intend ) betwixt what theſe Exil- 
ers did, and what you now drive, not only 
we you to go alone, if you deſign to drive on 
ut alſo, in order to the Preſervation of the Cauſe, 
tleaſt of keeping up a Teſtimony, to oppoſe you. 


Id here, let mie ask you, How in Conletence, as 


n careful about the Cauſe and Intereft of Chriſt, 
ty can do leſs, and think of having Confidence 
lore Him, at his coming to make Inquiry into e- 
y Courle, and every Man's Carriage, in this 
by of fo publick an Oppoſition betwixt Him, 
nd his (tated Adverſaries? And ſince it is mani- 
kf, that the Foundations of our Reformation are 
merturned, the Houſe of our God is taken in 
lalleſſion, our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt exaucto- 
ke, and by Law and Force put from the Exer- 
ale of his royal Government: And ſince it is 
ikewiſe moſt certain, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ml examine all Mens Carriages, and conſider all 
Courſes, which have had a Connection either 
ich making Way to this Ovetthrow of his Work, 
(which Chould have been preſerved with the Lois 
tour Lives) or have a Connection with the Eſta- 
lihment of the Ad verſary, in the Poſſeſſion of all 
le hath taken from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 


ich thele Courſes whereby * Defection is re- 


ally 
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— carryed on, and the Recovery of the Work j * 
this Generation rendred hopeleſs. I ſay, Ho ons 
can they, while they conſider theſe Things, do leſs Areu 
Eſpecially ſeeing, 1ſt, That we look upon Erafi, 1 i 
niſm, as equally abjured by our Covenant, à Md t 
qually batctul and diſhonourable to Chriſt, à2&Metbe 
qually hurtful to His Church CinfeRing, diftradiy from t 
and deſtroying the Cauſe and Remnant) wit Cleart 
abjured Epiſcopacy, its curſed Spawn and Sprute mey 
And ſo, there ought to be in All, that would þ rreate 
found to have witneſſed that good Confeſſion, aiich! 
evidenced their Loyalty to Chriſt, according of te Py, 
that Oath, (which is but the Oath of Fidel, x, 
due to this King Kings) an Equality of Detef ll ye 
tion of, and Sircnuouſneſs of Oppoſition unto t oug 
One, as well as to the Other : (which is but 


bra 
true Senſe, and juſt Impogt of your own {ec ins, a1 
Conceſſion, ) adh, Seeing that we look upon this Mud 


dy/gence, as both Mother and Daughter of our l 
abominable Supremacy ; and fo, as our Defectiot 
of as black a Dye and Tincture, as poſſibly Epiſct 


rn of 
ud1cto 


loyed 
pacy.can be; and as having had, not only as 1 — 
my diſmal Effects, as ever Epiſcopacy hath bahnen 
but more dangerous and deadly: For this ist nd w 
curſed Device, which hath anſwered Satan and uu 


Court's Deſign of dividing and diſtracting t 
Godly ; or, of uniting them on ſuch Terms, 
ſhould deſtroy their Cauſe. And needs there 
greater Proof of it, Sir, than what your Patroc 
of the Indulged, and your Pleading for them, 
this your Paper ſent me, hath driven me ( 
was far from thinking on, or deſiring ſuch 

Occaſion : ) at this Tyne unto ? who once was 
one Soul wi your ſelf, in publick Matters ; whe 
as row, | am fure, while you continue C11v! 
your Delige, we thall never be fo again; 2 


ut ker 
ublick 
und j 
dice, 
rink, 

g him 
be Old 
Lor. 
reaule 


— — = 
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aſire, and hope He will never deſert me fo far, as 
o 1y-aſide from an open Oppolition unto this your 
V0 Courſe, And in this I am warranted by all the 
Arguments your {elf can bring, to juſtify your 
ff, in the Oppoſition niade by you to the Prelates 
nd their Underlings. For, if you candeny neither, 
ftheſe Two, now mentioned, you will ſuffer me, 
hom the Conſcience of the Oath of God, and the 
Clearneſs I have, that the Indulgence is the Supre- 
mey in Exerciſe, to oppoſe, as He will help me, a 
zater Nearneſs and Union with the Indulged, as 
uch, thats you profeſs, at preſent, to admit with 

the Frelates and their Curates, 
And to conclude this Matter, I thought it fit, to 
ell you a thort Story, giving an Account of the 
oughts of indifferent Perſons, concerning the 
Inbracing of this Indulgence, (for what Conſtructi- 
us, and Thoughts the common Enemy hath of it, 
ad what 1s the Lot ofthat Parent, to this the Firſt- 
rn of his late Supremacy, is well known.) a 
judicious Noble-man, who had been much im- 
oyed in publick Affairs, and knew very well the 
"nnciples of our Church, coming to ſpeak with a 
eon of Quality; and finding there a Perſon ſit- 
nz with him at a Drink, in a Country Gentle» 
ins Habit, of whom he took no Notic: at all, 
ut kept up Diſcourſe (nothing relating to the 
ublicx) with that Perſon of Quality; till he 
und jt put upon him, of whom he had taken no 
tice, to give Thanks, after they had taken a 
Drink. And then with a ſevere Briskneſs, turn- 
g him about, ſaid, J perceive, Sir, you are one of 
te Old Minifters of the Church of Scotland. Ves, 
ly Lord, ſaid he, I am one of theſe Miniſters, who, 
raulc of my Oppoſition to the preſent Courſe, 
E 1 Hh * — 
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am put from the publick Exereiſe of my Miniſty 
What Devil (ſaid the Nobleman, to uſe his oy 
Words, bowever I am unwilling, that I ml ior 
give 2 faithful Account of what paſt ) is thin nc& 
vou, who call your ſelves Presbyterians, are new doin; WM upo 
Far, I remember well, how ſeverely we were watched Ml whi 
ver by you, in all our Actings, and bow you critici i and 
upon every one of our Papers; yea, if you could but ji prac 
the leaſt of apparent Encroachment upon the Privilgiſ proj 
of the Church, on either, tho" in what we did, we ne; tc 
perceived it, nor deſigned it, yet with what Confident lid, 
were we oppoſed by you, as warranted, yea, driven then proc 
to, 45 you confidently affirmed, out of 4 juſt and nece[o Heal 
T enaerneſs te the Prerogative Royal of Jeſus ChrifM and 
without which you could not look upon your ſelves, beha who 
ing, in the Caſe, as faithful Ambaſſadors | But wha 


become of all this now? When there is an Acceprang ing, 
of an Indulgence by the one Half of you, which is fan 
niſeſt and groſs Eraſtianiſm; and the other Half vii port 
fellow. The Miniſter, however he himſelf was aj Le 


gainſt the Indulgence, yet eſſayed to apologize, I cor 
the Accepters, by the common Plea, of their being terial 

ood Men; but found himſelf at a Loſs, to (ati Delis 
fy by this (in the preſent Caſe ) pitiful Shit yea, : 
what the Noble man objected. And the Noble Omi. 
man perceiving that the Miniſter was againſt Ha 
Indu gence, commended him, as one cleaving H oof 
Presbyterian Principles, and promiſed him, if e dne 
xt was in his Power, to ſhew him Kindneſs, Wit be 
fluch. Sir, I judged it fit to tell you, what PerlonFthat « 
ſcen in our Principles, and acquainted with ou 1: 
forme: Practice, judge of this Indulgence: Aebi: 
withal, 1 deſue you ſeriouſly to conſider, ( (inc 
You have made ſuch a Noiſe, of the World's bei 


Bred Arbei, by our Contendings) W t 
| tactic 
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practice of your Friends, the Indulged, and your 
ſo patſionate Pleading for them; Or, our Oppoſi- 


don to both of you, hath the moſt native Con- | 
WY pcction with that moſt lamentable Effect; at leaft, 4 
„ upon all the Men of this Generation, who know. N 


Vat we once were, or profeſſed our ſelves to be; 
ind fee what now we are, and take Liberty to [ 
practiſe ? Nay, Sir, I profeſs, I ſee no Way ſo f 
+: proper, for preventing Mens being turned Atheiſts, - |} 
ss to oppoſe not only the_Epiſcopal Party, but the | 

ger, and his Indulg ed, and all the Pleaders for 
WM procuring of Credit to them, in this Pretext of 
e Healing 3 though a Man ſhould ſurely dy for it; ' 
if and fo add One to the Number of theſe Martyrs, 
1 who died Wirneſſing 4 good Confeſſion againtt the 
3 Indulgence : And the Cry of their Blood, yet ſmok- 
ing, is heard againſt it; and is ot the ſame Signi- 
icancy againſt all the Courſes taken to ſup: 


| come, in the next Place, to ſuggeſt ſome very ma- 
terial Omiſſions in your Propoſals , whereby your 
Deſign is much marred, and rendred ſuſpect ; 
yea, and ſome are, from the Obſcrvation of theſe 
Omiſlions, and of your giving us other Rules to 
walk:by, while thele are laid aſide, made to Rand 
aloof from complying with what you deſign and 
Give ; left, when brought to the right Touch-fione, 
It be tound reprobate Mettal ; (for all is not Gold 
that gliſters.) | | 

Therefore Sir, Let me ask you, ſince you were 
mking Propoſals, upon an uniting Deſign, | 
Wy did you not make this your Firgt Propoſal ? | 

| 

: 


f 
: 
port it. f 
Leaving you to weigh and conſider theſe Things, f 
| 
| 
| 


(but ſince you have omitted it, I mention it with 
the tollow:ng, in order to a ſolid aud ſafe Peace 
= dl 


238 Additional Anſirers, 
and Union) viz. That, ſeeing all of us ftand bound 
by the Covenant and Oath of God, wherein Eraſtis- 
mim is equally condemned, and equally engaged- 
againſt, with Epiſcopacy; and therefore all Com- 
pliance with the One, is as plain and palpable ; 
Violation, and clear Breach of that ſacred and ſolemn 
Oath, as with the other: And ſince it is clear, we 
once profeſſed this Obligation to God, to be the Th, 
Bond of our Union amongſ our ſelves, and the | 
Rule, according to which we ſhould for ever tek 4 
our Meaſures, in our Unitings, and Dividings; H 
Cit being the Firſt Rule, the bleſſed Word of the > 
Lord, explained, and accommodate for that End) Obſ 
Thercfore, it concerned you exceedingly to have - 
begun here, and to have perſwaded us, ( that * 
ſeeing there was once a profeſſed Oneneſs on this 


Foundation, and that other Foundations are not * 
to be laid: ) to a moſt ſerious Conſideration of 1 

what we are unalterably bound to, in theſe Cove- 11 
nants ; that ſo we might have had an acknon- * 
Jedged and explained Rule to haye walked % butt ˖ 
for preventing this Evil, left our Unitings among; wh 
our felves thould prove, and be found, when — 
tried, an Interfering with theſe Covenant-oblięa which 
tions, which would render them a Conſpiracy 4 "my 


gainst God; and denominate us, while 2 
Brethren in Iniquity. Really, Sir, I mult te“ 

I was both aſhamed and aſtoniſhed, to find deep 
Silence, as to this, in all your Propoſals. Nor will 
what you ſay, in your Third Conceſſion, (the onl 
Place where you make mention of our Co,] 
Engagements ) be any Apology for ſo groſs an 0 
miſſion, if not worſe, in the preſent Calc, whe 
you give usa Model of an Union, cas | 


% 


E 
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we do not comply, we will be judged by you to 
*W xcbel againſt the Light, 

Your 24 Propoſal ſhould have been this, (in or- 


er to that bleſſed, that beautiful, and (ever when 


"WW upon right Grounds ) that beneficial Union; but 


"WW when upon falſe Foundations, as moſt diſpleaſing 


© to God, ſo ever molt deſtructive of the Cauſe : ) 
© That here might have been a Meeting, yea, Meeting 
eier Mecting, in which the juſt Extent, and full La- 
IE e of theſe our Covenant-vbligations to the moſt 
1 High, might, as in the Sight of Him, with whom 
thele Covenants were made, and to whom, for rhe 
WM Obſervation, or Non-obſervation thereof, with the 
umoſt of ſingle Seriouſneſs, be inquired into and confide- 
red ; aud every one charged, ſince his Soul is bound 
under a Curſe, to perform What he hath ſworn, 
u conſider what he hath ſworn, and lay to Heart 
huh his own per ſena! Breaches and the more 
pulick and national Breaches of theſe Covenants, 


tach been a ſinful and ſhameful Magling and Mu- 
bv "Wiilating of our Covenant-Obligations; whereby 
dan lierty hath been taken to do theſe Things, 
£ Which once. would have been (if aſſented to) 
pla» Breaches of Covenant: And the great God 
W nd them ſo {till ; and yet there is an impu- 
lent pretending, no: 10 have dealt falſely in his Ca- 
venant, | 

Thirdly, Sir, I muſt tell you, That it might have 
en expected from you, or any Man of Seriou(- 
nels, or Zeal, making Propoſals for Union, That, 
all our Breaches of Covenant (and alas! who can 
hon theſe up in Order?) nere ſeribuſly to bave been 
urched into, that they might have been mourned 
mr; Jo, in a more particular and ſpecial Man- 
in, 1ha was to have been enquired into, nhieh hath 


had 


: * 

2 —— Or —— 
— — 0 — W— 
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And this is ſo much the more neceſſary, as there 
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had the moſt immediate and clear Connefion with giv. the 5 
ing the Adverſary Acceſs to overturn, and deſiroy Al. Ms Te 

Four:thly, You ought to ha ve propoſed it, to hays 
been feriouſly conſidered and enquired into, Ihe 
ther our Diviſion, at the Time of this Overturning 
or, our Union, was that which gave the Adver ſary j 
eaſy Acceſs to ruine all, and raze theſe ble ſd Foundy: 
tions of the whole of our covenanted Reformation ? And 
here, Sir, I do not crave Leave to tell you, and 
boldly, (without an Overmuch of Boldnets) po 
ſitively to affirm, That upon the Head of our heal- 
ing Methods, our unhallowed Unions, our Peace 
amonęſt our ſelves, our Prudence in lying aſide 
baſely (yea, bear with it, it will be found read. 
erouſiy too; ſince it was done upon Deliberation 
and Choice) from that juſt, and that vigorous Op- 
poſition to an invading Enemy, - which then was 
indiſpenſible Duty, yea, the Duty of tlie Day; be- 
cauſe, forſooth! out of Love to an Oneneſs (0 
curſed Oneneſs, may and ought this, and will the 
ſuccceding Generations call thee! ) with ſome 
Men, who would not go before us, or join with 
us, is to be reſounded the Loſs of the Cauſe, And 
here, Sir, I thall once more, (for ſtopping you 
Mouth, and putting you out of Caſe to reply any 
Thing here to Purpoſe ) appeal to your on Con 
ſcience to conſider it; (for it concerns both yo 
and me to do ſo, and to go weeping and wringing 
our Hands to our Grave, in the Heart-rendinz 
Remembrance thereof : ) Whether the Loſs of thi 
Cauſe, whether all the Blood that was then ſhed 
and all the Blood that hath been ſhed ſince, as 
all the Blood that ſhall be ſhed, may not, an 
ought not be juſtly charged, in a particular Man 
ner, upon the Synod of Glaſgow, who peing * 
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the Synods in Scotland, in beſt Caſe to have given 
Jeſtimony to the Cauſe, and whoſe Practice and 
Procedure (they being the firſt Synod that fat ) 
night have given a Beginning to a moſt open and 
£4ual Oppoſition to the Adverſaries declared 
ad manifelt Deſignings to overturn and ruin All, 
ly encouraging and provoking other Synods, (at 
Lat ſome of the more faithful and fixed amongſt 
em,) by their Zeal and Example, to do the 
ike ; yet, out of a pretended Reſpect to Union a- 
ongft our ſelves, at Preſent, (be aſtoniſhed, O ye 
Huvens, at this, yea, be horribly afraid!) and a 
aling of the Breach, betwixt us and the Pub- 
k Reſolutioners, (O! unhallowed Healing, 
hich gave the Ad verſary Acceſs to break down the 
ved Work with Axes and Hammers ! ) we chuſed 
p be ſilent 5 becauſe we would not part with the 
en, who had no Mind to appear for God, his 
inf, his Cauſe, and bis then ſuffering Servants, 
[this ſo neceſſary a JunQure. And fo, while we 
t one another Company, our Maſter was left 
ne, in the midſt of his malicious Enemies, and 
: Cauſe was loſt, and the Adverſary left at Li- 
ity, without Oppoſition, to lord it over his Houſe, © 
Wd Inheritance ; the Blood of theſe great Inſtru- 
nts of Reformation was (hed, while we declin- 
ſo much as to appear for them, by Way of the 
in bumble Supplication, for preventing either of 
ing ir being murdered and martyred, or the Sin of 
Küche Men, who were madded into a Monſtrouſ- 
bed of Oppoſition to God, his Chriſt, and the 
ano of Reformation. And here, let me tell you, 

and ior making our Guilt hainous in our own 

ant; ſince, 1 have Scripture, certainly it makes 
fein His, That ſome of theſe, that died in that 
i. ; noble 
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noble Quarrel, were ſeized upon, and ſhut up 
Priſon, while about a moſt innocent Petition: 
the King, putting him in Mind of his Coyenay 
Engagements to God. And hence is it, Sir, ag 
wonder not, that our bleſſed Lord Jeſus (to zi 
a Siginfication of his Diſpleaſure, which in! 
Generations will be remembred, againſt the Cour 
then taken) deſerted theſe Men, (out of Lore 
an Union with whom, the Synod of 6ʃ 4/6 d 
clincd that Appearance for Him, his Intereſt a 
ſuffering Servants _) And left them to be the Fi 
and the chief, yea, prineipal Ring-leaders int 
abominable Defection, of accepting that Indulgn 
So, I do not wonder, ( Oh ! if I could weep, i 
were Tears of Blood, in the Remembrance there 
That ſince the Synod of Glaſgow would needs 
aſide with them, who would not, in that Exigend 
appear for God, as the Cauſe required; ſo, as 
high Evidence of his hot Diſpleaſure, He ſho 
leave that Synod, above all the Synods in Scull 
to join and be unite with theſe Leaders, in i 
high Diſloyalty againſt Chriſt, and ſhould putt! 
Mark of his Diſpleaſure upon it, that it ſhould 
the very Scat and Centre of that wrerched Ju 
gence. And moreover, (which is ſaddeſt of: 
that He ſhould leave and deſert Others alſo of 
ſame Synod, who did not accept of that Indu- 

to the dreadful Sin of patronizing ſuch, whol 


done ſo ; yea, and without whole Patrociny, ae ca 
the Indulged had never continued in the Pal. | 
ſion of their wretchedly acquired Places; f |... 
godly Man in the Nation would have advent, © 
upon this Patrociny, unleſs he had been in C Uof the 
ro have pleaded theſe for his Pattern and Exam zune 


Aud nor, Sir, I mult tell you, (think ＋ 
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at you Will) as it would not be the Matter of 

N Admiration to ſee all the Godly in the Nation, fl 
the Remembrance of this, abhor us, and be rea- | 
to ſpit in our Faces; fo it will not be the Mat- 7 
x of my Wonder to ſee us, the beſt of us, pro- 

ed to do theſe Thiggs, yea, to be wilful and vio- 

it in driving them, which once our Soul ſcemed 

pabhor : And if any Man had ſaid, we would 

are done, and left undone the Things, which we 

me done, and left undone, and which, with to 

ech Height of Confidence, we defend, we would 

wegiven him Harael's Anſwer to the Prophet. I 

ow well, Sir, this Freedom will irritate and of- 
d; but ſince the Cale is ſo clear, and the Exi- 
nt, . give you the Check in your Courſe and - 
er (not remembring, how this your Courſe 
| Confidence is a Puniſhment upon you, and 
eng the Men of the {ame Drivings and Deſigns, 1 
cept not one, for What is paſt: ) ſo clamant, 
id the Procedure of a holy and provoked Lord, 
wink that Union, wherein we then bleſſed our 
res, ſo declarative of his Diſpleaſure at what 
thad done, I durſt not forbear to mention it to 
u And make you of it what you will, I de- 
e, in ſo far as I was concerned in that Cauſc-de- 
wying Union, by not publickly proteiting againſt 
(for I was no further concerned : _) to go mout- 
to my Grave. 

fh, This being granted, which Impudence 
lf cannot deny : Your next Propoſal ſhould 
re been, That there might have been a ſober, but 
| ſerious Enquiry, whether all our ſubſequent Uni- 


0 , and Healings, have not been of the ſame Nature, 
"WF of the ſame Complexion and Conſequences with the 


gung? And as to this alſo, you may have it 
r | lome- 


TS = 
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ſomewhere elſe made out, as to Matter of Fadi i 
That, as our) firſt wretched Souderings gave th ha 
Enemy Acceſs to ruine and overturn All; ſo, all 
our ſubſequent Unions, in our Meetings to tl abt 
Purpoſe, where any Concluſion was come to; hay 
had Deſertion of the Lord, asd Defeition from il 
Lord engraven on them, and have given the ſtate 
and declared Adverſary Confidence to drive e 
Sir, As it would draw me to a greater Length, t 
ſet down here all the ſeveral Steps of our Deſech 
on, and how it hath been carried on, undert 
Name of Union, Peace and Healing, than it wer 
pertinent in this Reply to enumerate, or inſiſt ij 
on; ſo, however I have done it ſomewhere ell 
yet, if in your Next, you impoſe the unpleaſa 
Neceſſity, of ſaying the Tame Thing twice, upd 
me; I hope, in Matter of Fact, to make it out upd 
you, beyond your Replyings, and Apologies, Ih 
upon the Concluſions, even of our belt Meeliny 
we have had, (yea our moſt applauded Meeting 
Defection hath been viſibly written. And how 


that was left undone, yea, and that upon Deb did | 

( which was the great All of what ought to h from 
been done) was pleaded to be Duty, and con amoy 
ſcended into, in order to the Preventing of a Bu⁵] or 1: 

- amongſt Brethren, O! who can hear it witiql tho! 
Horror? And who can remember it wit" yer, | 
Mourning? will 

6. Hence it is clear, your Sixth Propoſal (hol coun: 

have been, That, ſince the Cauſe hath been Tull whor 

by our former Unions, the righteous Remnant i taugt 


alunder, Defection carried on with Confideſſ want 
and Men encouraged to go from Evil to Worte 8. 
it is manifeſt this Day: That therefore, a C ſhow] 
was Jo be adhibite, leſt any nem Projeft, or Tr Thing 
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u Union, ſhould be of 4 Piece with theſe Unions, that 
lie undone us. | 
5. Hence your Seventh Propoſal ought to have been, 
dout an Union, As, in A4urning over all eur other 
i nuliplied and monſtrous Miſcarriages, all our mani- 
bold and abominable Breaches of Covenant, all 
our Unfaichfulneſſes and Unfixedneſſes in the 
ol Cauſe ; So, particularly ever theſe aur unhappy healing 
i ethods, and unhallowed Unions, wherein we have been 
al nite, not only to the Detriment, but to the Ruin of the 
tl Conſe and Remnant. And here, Sir, I mult deal fo 
te plainly with you, as to tell you, If I had Acceſs 
uf to preach publickly in Scr, I would judge my 
{lt indiſpenſably called of the Lord, as to pro- 
cure by all Means poſſible a pablick Faſt amongſt 
the Remnant, for all our Breaches of Covenant; 
ſo, in a particular Manner, I would judge my felt 
called, to ſet our Souderings, our Cementings, 
our Unitings, our Plaiſterings and Palliatings, be- 
fore their Eyes ; as that which in the Firſt Place 
were to be mourned over. Nor would I, if He 
did not leave me, be demurred in this, or deterred 
from 1t, by all the Hatred 1t would procure me 
among(t Friends, or all the Hazard it would infer, 
or | incurr'd thereby from the ſtated Enemy. But 
tho' be not in Cale for that publick Appearance; 
yet, I hope, ſome, of greater Faithfulneſs and Zeal, 
will call to Faſting and Mourning upon this Ac- 
count, whoſe Practice I will approve, and with 
whom my Soul will deſire to join, as Perſons 
taught of God te know rhe Times, and what the Rem- 
dc nant in His Uracl 0g he to do, 

8. Your Eigkth Propoſa/, in order to a ſafe Union, 
ſhould have been, Czre/wlly 19 have grarded, leſt any 
Ibing (would have bees: laid down, for a Ground of our 

| 8 
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Union, which might imply, or infer, upon the Uniter; 
Part, a Paſſing by, or a Burying in Oblivion, any of the 


ſpecial Cauſes of God's contending with ut; or, am Stey Ml © 
of our Defection; which is the Thing driven at by 
you, in this your healing Method, which will MW 
make it be ſtood-aloof from by the more ſeeing 


Serious. 6 
9. Your Ninth Propoſel, in order to a Circumſpec- 

tion and Seriouſneſs about Union, ſhould have il 

been, A ver) ſolemn Charging of all of us, to have al- 

ſerved the Evidences of His Diſpleaſure, and theſe ſignd 
Teftimonies He bath given againft the Cour ſes carried 
on, under the Name and Nation of Healing; and the 

Per ſons likewiſe, who ( though they have not been Loy 


ſo immediately concerned in this wretched Inde forg 
gence it ſelf, yet) have been deeply eng ag ed in the Pi ted, 
trociny of the Men of that Practice: When I am put * 
to it, and the Intereſt of Truth makes it indiſpen- row 


ſible Duty, I neither dare ſmother my own, nor 
other Mens Obſervations, as to theſe. AndtocloleW 
this; Sir, your ſelf had need to advert ſcrioully to Need 

It; | 
10. Your Tenth Propoſal, in order to a ſafe Union, 1 
ſhould have been, Carefully to have cautioned, le} * 
ſuch as have obtained Mercy, to ſtand aloof from, and 
withitand the Curr uptions of the Time, ſuch as Epiſce 
pacy, and the Indulgence, (for theſe unhappy I wins 
lay in one Womb, only the Latter is the Child ot 
a more Heaven-daring Supremacy, than ever Was 
owned by Mortal before this Age, wherein Men 
are mad in their Malice againſt the Anointed 0 
| God.) 7ea, to withitand the Courſes taken hit bent 
fer Peace, Union, Healing, &c. be not impoſed up 
or wheedled ont of their Principles: My Meaning h 


That nothing may, or ſhould be required of the 
a Perſont 
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bperſons above deſcribed, and that either antecedente- 
* W unto, or concomitanter with their Entring, and En- 
P eaging in any Step towards an Union, which 
' Wl may interfere with a cloſs Adheſion unto, and a 
| WH conſtant Keeping up of their Teſtimony againf?, 
> WW cot only that more manifeſt Defection of Epiſcepacy, 

and the Indulgence ; but alſo of that more masked 

4 Way of Pleading for ſuch an Union with the Lat- 
ter ; —_— the Defection is really concurred 
with, carried on, and eſtabliſhed : For, fince 
they have gone out from us, they muſt return to ut; 
and then we will witneſs, as our Joy, fo our 
Love to Union, by Embracing them. But no 
forged, or fancied Love to Union 1s to be admit- 
ted, or ſtretched to the Length of making us turn 
in :0 them, or be ſo much as ſilent at the Injury 
done to our Lord by that Acceptance; we have No- 
thing here to come or go upon: We are not to go 
an Hair's Breadth over the Bounds of our Cove- 
nant-Obligations, to meet them ; ( Stands he in 
Need of our Lie, to promove the Intereſt of his Glo- 
ry ? or procure the Good of the Church?) theſe 
Boundaries, ſo ſolemnly ſet, are not to be gone 
over, tranſgreſſed, or removed. And we are with 
1 the utmoſt of holy Fear and Deteftation, to turn 
away from all Counſellings and Sollicitations of 

luch, who would by their Pleadings perſwade us 
to go beyond theſe Bounds ; and the better the 
Men are, we have the more need to watch; look- 
ing on them, while thus driving, only as left ro 
tempr and try us, if we (when forſaken of all 
Men, and withſtood by theſe, whom we once high- 
WM) honoured, and ſtill dearly love : ) will yet abide 
« in His Covenant, and faithful to on, his 
nte- 
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nant, 
11. Your Eleventh Propoſal ſhould have been this 
That ſeeing the Cauſe is loft, and that by our Courſe adde 
Carriage; for, tis upon our giving Way to the ED. 
nemy, from the Beginning of this ſad Carafriph, Mille 
that all is to be refounded ; and by our mad (hoy- an 
ever magnified?) Prudence, in a joint hing aſide, a 
by our Cauſe-wounding, yea, Canſe-killing Healing Wd: 
and our Remnant-rending and ruining Unions, and ne 
our ſubſequent Comings nearer unto the Adver ſary; and Munn 
our Taking; from theſe Men, againſt whom, foro bc 
their very Givings, in that Matter, and Manner dane 
and Capacity, as having now taken our Mafer' 
Houſe in Poſſeſſion, we ſhould have born Witneſ⸗ 
warning them of the Wrath of God, for their Pei 
. Junes, Rebellions, and Shedding the Blood of the 
Saints, theſe Martyrs of Jeſus (whoſe Blood dot 
not more cry againſt the Shedders, than againſt ous 
Church-deſtroying, Saint-murdering Silence:) but 
above all, of the none- ſuch Wrath and Vengeance 
all of them are expoſed unto, from him, who {it 
teth upon the Throne, to the meaneſt Co-partneniÞQu® at 
in the Conſpiracy ; becauſe of this nefarious Att 
tempt of exauctorating, by their Law, the A eri 
nointed of God. Seeing, I ſay, it is manifeſt, be 
þ yond the Denyings of any, That for theſe and than 
| like Things, the Lord hath withdrawn and de 
| parted from us, and hath given up the Beloved of bid, 
N Soul into the Hands of ſuch an Enemy, whoſe Wa 
His Soul hateth'; yea, hath in his holy Righteoulg: ; 
neſs diſproved us, and delivered us into the Hand oF 
theſe, from whom we are not able to riſe up: Ihen 
fore, it ought to have been a main Propoſal, bo 
there might not only be an Union, in n 
b 
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the Things that remain, which are ready to die, mour« 

ning over our Works; as theſe, which would not be 
ſund perfett before God; and how we might fill up 
the jutt Meaſure of the Teſtimony of the preſent 


r.MDy : But allo, though we ſhould all periſh in 
„be Eſlay, we ought to think upon Ways, how to 


ain the Ground, we have loſt; and how, with an 
toly, and heroick Courage, becoming the Zeal of 
the Ambaſſadors, Servants and Subjects of that great 
King, we may recover what, with fuch an unmanly, 
uminiſterial Baſeneſs, we have let go. This were 
p be deviſing ſuch liberal T hings, by which ne might 
find ; and this were the Way to engage cur God, 
o tand by us, and withſtaud our Ad verſaries. Oh! 
when will our Sam ſons, who were often obſerved 70 
i valiantly, and to do Exploits tor their God, as know- 
ig Him, be ſeen to ſhake themſelves, as at other Times i 
id as it hath been manifeit, Thar that, wherein 
or Strength lay, is deparred from us; Oh! when 


ou 
buoWil it be feen, He hath graciouſly recovered us! 
nceFnd, by our Weepings, Wreſtlings and Witneſſings, 


nd Valiant-contendings, hath made it evident, that 
n at laſt He hath ſtrengthned us with Might, accor- 
ng to his glorious Power, unto all Patience and Long- 

ring with Foyfalneſs |. 
Thus, Sir, having mentioned a few (of many that 
Naeehr be named, in the Cafe, ) of theſe material 
omiſſions, which while we deſiderate, we are war- 
ed, by the Obſervation thereof, to ſtand aloof from 
be Deſign of what you are pleaſed to call Props- 
{; and in mentioning of theſe having propoſed a- 
ther Method, for Healing, Peace and Union, 1 
al only add theſe Things. Firſt, I do appeal to 
* Conſcience of all the knowing, truly tender, 
ud Godly, Whether theſe, I have mentioned, as 
| „ your 


| 
| 


to this Contrivance, to make all pleaſant and plauſ 
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ons look not more like Propoſals, in ther. unt 
ature, Scope and Tendency, whereby a ſafe Uni hi! 
on, that will be ſhined upon from on high, and wil 
be accompanied with the ſweet and fragrant Fruit 
of Rig hteouſnejs, and Peace, and Joy in the holy Ghf 
amongſt Perſons thus unite, than the Method for 
Healing and Union, we have held forth unto us, j 
your Paper; and yet, with a Confidence, as ifi 
were the only ſovereign Balſom, fox healing the 
Stroke of our Wound : Seeing in this Method, nen 
propoſed. 1. We ſhall certainly find Favour withGod 
and good Men; as adhering to former Principle 
and Practices, to which he hath often born Witnel 
from Heaven. 2dly, Hereby we ſhall unite, en 
gage and endear unto us, (as holding the Unity of th 
Spirit, in the Bond of Peace ) all theſe, more jerio 
and godly, ſtumbled and grieved with our Way 
and thus ſhould we be quickly ſeen, as of old, of 
one Soul and Shoulder at our Work: And thi 
deſperate Deſigns of Adverſaries, which have b 
promoved by our Breaches and Diviſions, ſhould 
have been defeat. Whereas, if we Jay other Fo 
dations, for Union, Healing and Harmony; and 
Practices and Courſes, manifeltly interfering wit 
theſe Grounds, be followed, and enforced ; and 
then the Unity of the Church, and an healing Ha 
mony amongſt the Remnant, to give Life and Luſtre 


ble, be pleaded ; all the contrary Effects ſhall cer 
tainly. be ſeen to follow : For, as on all our for 
mer Unitings, ( and yours here driven, 1s of tha 
{ame Soul and Significancy with them; nay, it! 
purely of a Picce with them: ) it hath been man! 
eſt, how He hath written vive Characters of his 

Dupleaſure; as is, alas! too too evident by che Ad 
„ vantage 


to the Firſt Paper, 251 
nntage the Enemy hath gotten and gained thereby; 
while deſerting, and being deſerted, we dreamed 
hat chis was the only Way, how to appear Men 
(though, all the World being Judge, it hath had as 
uch Connection and Proportion with Preſervation 
the Cauſe, and His precious Interelt, as if it had 
xn concluded, as the only prudent Mean, and 
oper Expedient, in a beſieged City, for the Gari- 
in to be unite in this, That they ſhould never ſally 
ur of the City, to prevent the Enemies Approaches 
the Walls, or to beat up their Quarters ; nor yet 
wear upon the Walls, in Way of open Defence, 
nd valorous Oppoſition, to reſiſt the aſſaulting Ad- 
zary, while ſcaling the Walls : ) ſo the Enemy, 
your new Methods, ſhall obtain the Moſt and 
in of what his Soul deſireth; (grant not, O Lord, 
Deſire of the Wicked ; neither let any Thing be 
len upon, by Men otherwiſe gracious and godly, 
hich may further theſe his wicked Devices !j) For, 
tat can- he deſire more, than that, While he hath 
mn the Houſe of our God in Poſſeſſion, ſuch Courſes 
ld be taken by one Part of that Party, which 
appeared oppoſite unto him, as he is thereby 
red in the Poſſeſſion of all he hath robbed from 
Ancinted of God; and to ſee and find others, 
o have not ſo explicitly complied with that 
ie of high and hateful Du to Chriſt, 

themſelves to conſiliate Reſpect to the Perſons 
ty before God, and the Men of this Wickednels; 
h becauſe they are ſtill owned by them, ſo they 
Wt (till to be owned, acknowledged and ſubmit- 
unto by the People, as having retained their In- 
ty ; and both of them jointly are ſeen to oppoſe, 
i the greateſt of Keenneſs, yea, to perſecate and 
ls the poor inconſiderable Remnant of their 
tact r | more 
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more righteous Brethren, (Sir, I fear not to ell the 
ſo, however you flatter your ſelf, and are flattert 
by others.) who neither dare own tuch, as hay, 
manifelily complied with the Uſurper, nor yet fo 
bear to give all juſt and neceſſary Significations « 
their Diſlatisfa&tion with all Courſes taken to hid 
the Shame of this Abomination; and comme 
them, who are guilty, as having done Nothing 
miſs ; endeavouring to endear them to the People, ; 
having held the Word of his, and the Church Mie 
Scotland her Patience; whercby the common Euem Re. 
is encourazed to perſecyte, and deliroy that pH 
Handful, as the only viſible Party, that oppolcth of $ 
curied Deſign, | 
Next, Sir, as the Adverſary's Deſign is herd jou 
to his Heart's Wiſh, promoved by theſe Methoq jou 
ſo the Remnant are daily more rent, diliracted a poo 
divided, by theſe Courſes, eried up and commen the; 
ed, as the only Way, to heal and cement us; wi oa 
the Drivers deſpiſe any Oppoſition they do, or rot 
meet with from ſuch, whom they encourage the rent 
ſelves to contemn; becauſe cried up, and eounii i Him 
panced by the Generality, upon the Credit, M $i 
theſe have formerly had, in the Church, And no n 
the other Hand, the poor People, who have ob!M you 
| ved, with Grief, and Anguiſh of Soul, what H have 
| been the Fruit of all thele Unions, and cannot Wat w 
take Notic: how, by this Method, (even, Si, In 
| . . yours; tor your have compended, and erowded I rinee 
| together, the belt you could, as in a Mats, mo! that 
| the Topicks of theſe Pleaders, who would plead 
into a Oblivion of the high Injury done to « 
Lord; and then palliate all with the Plaiſter 
Vermilion of Healing : ) the Defection hath be 
and is carried on 19 this Day, do look upon th 
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elres (and chink you of it What you will, they, 
not you, in this, will be found to have the Mind 
of Chriſt:) to be more called, than ever, as to be 
plain and poſ:tive, in all juſt Significations of their 
Difatisfaction with the Accepters of thisInCulgcuce ; 
o with all the Courſes taken to procure Credic to 
the Thing, while Reſpect ro rhe Men accepting, 
ems to be mainly pleaded and pretended by yo 
1nd others. And here, Sir, I muſt tell you, ( Oh4 
if out of Love to that Love, that Harmony, that, 
Healing, that Peace, that bleſſed Umon, which 
{ould be the Badge of Brethren, and Cognizance 
of Saints, I eould do it with the Tear in mine Eye : ). 
if this Courſe be continued 1n, and proſecute by 
you and others, ( whom you applaud, and by whom 
you are applauded, as confidently oppoſing ſome 
poor Perſons, whom, I hope through Grace, nei- 
ther you nor they ſhall ever ſo far overcome, as in- 
o a Silence at your Driving of this Deſign : ) I ſee 
not a poſſible, let be probable, Way, how to pre- 
rent our begun Breach, from growing, (O! let 
Him prevent it, who now only can! )-1nto a fixed 
bim; which if it come to paſs, as you are now 
no more in Capaeity to prevent it, beeauſe of what 
you have done; ſo, let all the World judge, who 
have made it, and ( talk what you wil of Peace) 

c whoſe hand the Lord will require it. 
Sr, In the laſt place, to the End you may be con- 
ded WF rinced, and the World may witneſs and judge 
mol dat we are Lovers of Truth and Peace, and char, 
leads it doth burden and break our Heart, ſo it is the 
ul and Woxmwood, this Day, in our Cup, and 
that which filleth our Soul with Bitterneſs and 
Anguiſh, to oblerve theſe Contentions and Diviſ 
Ne mont them, be once root freer Cbenſei 7 
sher, 


| 
' 
' 
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| yea, of all unbyaſled underſtand ing Men, in the pre- 


ther, and walked to the Flu ſe ef God in Commun . 
We do plainly and poſitively declare, That 1, 


there be an Union propeſed, and purſued upon En 


theſe juſt, religious and rational Grounds, we ſhall cls 
not only eloſe and comply with it, but, to the we. oa 
molt of our Power and Activity, concur in carrying WM an 
it on. But, Sir, if upon other Terms (even ſuch gl 
as you propoſe ) we be urged ; then, as we have ne 
Confidence towards God, and dare humbly appeal 7 
to him, whether you, and the Men of your Mould, . 
or we, ſtand oppoſite to that Peace and Union, ne 
which he will own and approve; ſo, we Appeal ge 
to the Conſeiences of all the Judicious and Godly, M/ w 


tent Generation, and alſo in the ſueceding Genera- 
tions, Whether we have not laid down the (ole and 
fafe Grounds for a preſent Peace and Union; and 
whether they, who lay down other Grounds, are 
not either to be juſtly reckoned (pretend what they 
will ) Chureh-renders, or real Dividers, or, which 
is worſe, Men ſoliciting us unto ſuch a Peace and 
Union, as would, (if we were overcome into a 
Compliance with them) involve us deeply into the 
Guilt of a Concurring in a Courſe of Defection from 
the Lord ; and would certainly expoſe us to the 
Curſe, wherewith tuch a Courſe of Back(liding 
andLukewarmneſs will be purſued. And, as we deſire 
this our APP EA L may be upon Record inHeaven IN. 
(and aſſuredly we know it ſhall: ) So, we- deſire , 11, 
it may abide upon Record amongit the All of his Ger 75 
People in this Generation, and may be Tranſmitted / A 
to the Poſterity, as that whereby they may judge be- Nint.: 
twixt you, and us. 1222 
And now, Sir, let me deal plainly with you, in Nn, 
the Cloſe; I will make bold to affirm 3 41 
all © 
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That the Peace here propoſed, is according to the 
Word of God, and according to all our Covenant- 
n Ml Engagements : And that Peace upon other Propo- 
Ia, or Grounds, is a plain, palpable Defection, 
- plaiftered over with the Name of Healing, &c: 
uud fo, you fee, that if either your ſelf, or any 
hall pannel us hereafter, as guilty ef Church-rend- 
ng Principles and Practices, it will be eaſy for us, 
tb plead Innocent, and to proceſs your ſelf, with 
ll, who join with you, in the Accuſation, as lay- 
ns down Grounds, for ſuch a Peace, Union and 
Healing, as will give us Confidence to affirm 
( whether you and they intend it, or not, con- 
tens your ſelves to conſider, and not me to de- 


a- WMittrmine : ) that you and they, not we, are the 
nd BiTrotblers of the 1ſrael of God; and that while we 
nd Who ſve after 4 juſt Peace, you Jointly wage a War againſt 


are Wu; in propoſing ſuch a Peace, and perſwading to it, 
xy Ws hath a manifeſt Departing: from the good old 
ich ray of the Church of Scotland, (while the own- 
nd Wl God, and was owned of him) both for Centre 
) 2 Mad Circumference, 


om : - 


ven I N. B. The Reader cannot be gratified with the Plead- 
ne WF: Words more fully than ited in the Manuſcript An- 
; to the following Second Paper, as in the Firſt ; for 
Ar. Fleming adds ſeveral Seftions, in his forecited 
nt, to that wherein his firſt Paper is publiſhed, all but 
pal 7th and its Grounds ; yet he = wholly omit- 
this ſecond Paper in the Pamphlet; or diſperſed it 
rn, Þ cannot be gathered, 7 | 
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A. MNSW.E.K 
To the ſecond Paper, on the ſame Deſign 
of Union with the Indulged. 


' Reverend Brother, 
Betor: I had fully finiſhed the Minute of this N. 

ply to your Firſt Paper, (which now I have cau 
fed ro tranſcribe for you, and which, in ſome Pla 
ces, I have inlarged in the Tranſeribing, though i 
other Places 1 have not;) I received a Second, whic 
I rejolved not to break open, till I Kid complete 
that Minute of my Anſwer to your F-#, then un 
der my Hand; and I was true to my Reſolution M,, ,, 
For I did not look upon it, till I had finiſhed thi; 
foregoing ; which gives you an Account. of ee 
Thoughts of what you firſt ſent me: And there 
after I ſtruek up your Letter, and found this Son 
incloſed in it. 

And now, I muſt tell you, when I had read i 
over, and, as I could, conſidered it, I ſaw Little 1 
it, to impoſe a Neceſſity upon me of making a i 
ſin Reply thereto : There being fo great a Same had 
neſs, not only of Purpoſe, but almoſt of Phraſe, 1ifWheje 1 
it with your former; fo as I might, without mo none 
ado, er you to the foregoing Anſzer to your Fi not 
wherein you will find your Second anſwered. Niles ,, 
vertheleſs, 1 ſhall take Notice of ſome few Thin 
hinted here, which were not ſo exprefly mentionq une 
in your Former, . y Aſſe 

You introduce the 77ſt of your Seven Partieuli 24, 
thus, Since (lay you) L. viſion in the Church, and Winn i 
wong the Saints, is ſo hig bij a provoking Sin, - F 

4% 


Second Paper anſwered, 255 
ge mich ſorer than any outward Stroke can 
Ke. | 
Anſwer. of, Sir, When you have read, what 1 
xe 131d of this before, you will find, that I might 
hat you ſay here in deep Silence, as no farther 
ed to take notice of it; ſeeing it is already con- 
ered. Yet, 2dly, Since you always ſtrike upon this 
ung, let me adviſe you, for the Future, to ex- 
x your felt with more Caution: For, how will 
u make it appear, (as here yours is worded ) That 
nion in the Church, and amongſt the Saints is ſo 
yy 4 provoking Sin? For, what if 1 ſhould 
ther aſſert, That there may be an Union in the 
web, which is ſo highly provoking a Sin, Cr. 
nd is the erAreſt of Plagues? ( for what Provo- 
won, or Plague like that, where thera is 4 Conſpi- 
Wc) 41:0ng the Prophets, and the People are unite in 
tig ing to theſe, who depart from God 2) Or, Thac 
nr: is ſome Diviſion which is fo highly pleafant a 
dere, as that Church hath fiat another Token for 
ono; but that ſhe hath her nw Witneſſes againtt 
Wt Way of the Reſt, dividing from them, witneſs 
d Wee 2vaint them, and, with the utmoſt of holy 
lc Mal and vigorous Activity, oppoſing them? The 
bach was not compleatly milerable, fo long as 
ame had one Athanaſius in her, to ſtrive againſt the 
©, Whole World, I could make out either of my Af 
mog mons, as thus reſtricted, and qualified, ( finee I 
FH not to follow a Multit ude to do Evil; and am to 
ne no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Dark- 
JW.) and you ſhajl never be able to make out 
uus, as it ſtands here, in Oppoſition to either of 
Aſſertions. But, 
340, Sir, why do you decline, in ſpeaking of Di- 
lon in a Church, to _ ule of the Phraſe cf 
n —» hy 


anuſe Diviſiens and Offences, contrary to the Doftrin 
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the Holy Ghoſt, in the Caſe, Rom. 16. 17. Nn 
beſeech you Bretheren, (ſays he) mark them, whid 


which you have learned, and avoid them? And I nn 
fay, I beſeech you, Sir, Mark what here is ſaid; fo 
{ am content theſe bleſſed Words decide betyi 
you and me : For as they characterize the Perſon 
Dividing, far otherwiſe than you do, who do it nd 
at all, by theſe Words, which cauſe Diviſions and 
feuces, &c. So, the Command to avoid them, wha 
thus characterized, hath all in it, I plead int 
Caſe; and is a ſufficient Warrant for my Practie 
And hence I might, and do thus argue, from 
Words of the Holy Ghoſt, Such as cauſe Diviſi 
and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine, which ; 
have learned, are to ts be marked and avvide 
(in fo far as they cauſe Diviſions:) Bat the Indulge 
for whom you plead, are ſuch. Ergo,--The Propujui 
is the Words of the Holy Ghoſt. The Minor ha 
been made evident by what hath been ſaid befor 
wherein it hath been evinced, how the Indulz 
have cauſed Diviſions and Offences contrary tot 
known and acknowledged Doctrine of the Chur 
of Scotland. Therefore, theyare to be avoided, by: 
who deſire to be found Faithful to the Principles 
our Church. 

And fo, Sir, you ſee, I am led by the Word, 
the utmoſt Length of that Oppoſition, which 
fdeſign ; and how I am warranted to ſtand al 

rom all Compliance with wha* vou drive: Wh 
L farther make out thus, Whoſos zer pleads for 
avoid ing of them, but for an Union with thi 
who have cauſed Diviſions and Offences, conti 
to the Doctrine, which we haye learned, contradi 
the very Letter of the Scripture, and the Scope 
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de Holy Ghoſt; and therefore are not to be com- 
died with, nor liſtened unto : But ſuch is your 
Peading for Men, who have cauſed Diviſions and 
(fenees. Ergo. The Major you will not deny - 
And the Minor is already proved; and is evident 
n Matter of Fact; yea, and is that, which princi- 
ally muſt give ary and Strength, to all that ever 
you your ſelf have ſaid againſt the Indulgence. And 
b have all that I would, and am content that 
ts Text decide the Debate betwixt you, and me. 
Mortover, Sir, ſeing there is a Diviſion, either you 
nut ſay, That the Znda/ged, for whom you plead, 
we not eauſed theſe Diviſions and Offences, con- 
may to the Doctrine which we have learned; and 
þ are not to be avoided ': Or, that we who oppoſe 

m, have cauſed theſe Diviſions and Offences, in 
poſing Men, who, in all their Actings, have ad- 
fred to the Doctrine of the Church of Scotland: 

d that we, for our Oppoſition to Men, valiant: 
r the Truth, truly loyal to Jeſus Chriſt, and 
uldus for the Doctrine of the Church of Scotland, 

to be marked and avoided. Sir, I leave you here, 
bmake an Election, and am hopeful you ſhall find. 
pur ſelf mired, which Part ſoever you chooſe. 

As for what follows, It ſhould be mach preſſed (lay 
Wu) that with mutual Conſent on either Hand e 
eſe, who are moſt tender and ſerious, ſome Time might 
[et apart, for Faſting and Prayer, &c, 3 
Anſ. 1/. Sir, You will ſee your ſelf prevented, in 
your Propoſal, by what I have ſaid above. 24/y, 
au will find, how earneſtly I plead, and how, at 
ar Length, 1 offer ro perſwade, as I can, to this, 
a Paper, which intended for publick View. 
rover, I mult tell you, Sir, That, as it hath 
the Grief of my Soul, that Miniſters, meddling 

12 83 In 


"our ſelves, aud afflicted our Souls, in ſeeking 
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in his Matters, ſhould not have fallen upon, u bn 
followed this Courſe, antecedently to their Mel wh 
dlings ; ſo it hath been my Amazement, and RW upc 
grate, both by Word and Write, to ſome great an 1 
gracious Men, as will be found by my Letters, we nd 


I am gone, (which you ſaw me leaye to be m4 
publick, as 4 Part of my Teſtimony, againſt the ſhangMhid 
ful Detection of our Time:) that this gMac 
Duty was not ſet about, And let me tell your 
Sir, In the Day when the Spirit of Grace and Uhu. 
plication is poured upon us, 10 as the Family L end 
will be ſeen to mourn apart: And when it (hall Mx 
given to us to mourn over our Defection, wherMy:s 
all the Families that remain, by the Obſervation then with 
of, may be . to the like Practice: O lte 
Methods for Union, and our Methods witho v dc 
this, will have a Firſt Place in the Roll of the hee 


Things, which are; to. be lamented before the Lon 
as high and hainousg Tranſęreſſions. And His ho 
Righteouſneſs, ( hecauſe of our not having humbli 


Him a right Way, before we went forward, ) 
leaving us to Blindneſs of Mind, and Haxdnels 
Heart, for thele bold Adventurings, will be oblervgþ 
and acknowledged, as a dreadful Document of H 
Diſpleaſure againſt this Courſe ; whereby the Brea 
amonglt us hath been both made and widened; ii 
Defection carried on, and heightned; the Declunt 
themſelves hardned, and made haughry and ha 
ſtrong in their Way; the more ſerious Scekers ff 
God wounded, grieved and ſtumbled: And 8 
our being wanting to preſs and perſwade timeouſſj 
with a Peremptorineſs, to this Duty, we have ma 
our ſelves Partakers of other Mens Sins, and ate 


be charged with all the yoful Effects, that og 


econd Paper anſwered. 2T 
nM have followed on theſe blind and bold Ceurſes, 
oi which have been taken; or thall be ſeen to follow 
ron them, And particularly, It wiil not only be 
dblerved, bow remarkably this hath been purtued 
nd puniſhed, with a fearful Wirtnels, in theſe late 
Aſemblies in Edinburgh, who, becauſe of what they 
had done, before this Way was taken, in their for- 
ner Actings (which, if it had, tis like, they durſt 
wot tor their Souls, have adventured upon theſe 
Things, which Firſt have been done, and nom are de- 
ended by them :) Therefore they have been left to 
ret this Motion, of humbling themſelves, for what 
uus paſt, and ſeeking by Prayer and Supplication 
wich Fatting, how to be led, in meddling with fo 
fared and declared an Enemy to Chriſt, as they had 
odo with, as a divifve Motion: (O! who can 
dre this its true Name? So, it will be charged upon 
ll, who have not, with that Zeal and Seriouſneſs, 


; hoWlrpreſented to their Brethren, the Sin and Shame of 
mblaWiteir former Runnings upon ſuch Courſes, before 
ing od was ſeriouſly conſulted, and ſought, for Light 
) Wl Direction ; whereby they have been emboldned 


gels Wo a Deed, which, as it will make them the Horror 
Wd Hatred of all the Lovers of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
bo ſhall hear of it, to all Generations; ſo it gives 
round for theſe few O BSE RVES, which here I 
n forced to make, 

Firſ?, I cannot but obſerve, How this is a high 
preſſion of the great and jult Diſpleaſure of a jea- 
ws God, againſt former Meddlings, when Miniſters 
nd bVioutd be left to do ſuch a Thing, as to decline ſo 
coullWer a Duty, in fo clamant an Exigent: And he, 
e mai doth not ſee, and obſerve this, ſeems to be ſinit- 
are Mn wich the ſame Spirit of Blindneis, that made 
cher Wu: bold and confident in their Courte, 
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2dly, However it is to be obſerved, and ſorrows 
over in {ome Reſpect ; yet, in other Reſpects all my 
adore His Righteouſnels, in obſerving, how he lk 
theſe Aſſemblers to fall upon ſuch Concluſiont, as hay 
Detertion of the Lord, and a growing Defection 
engraven upon them all. 
34ly, There is Nothing more manifeſt, than thy 
theſe Aſſemblers have cauſed Diviſions and Offence 
by their Conclyſmns, and Carriage ever ſince, And 
Sir, to put you out of Doubt of this, enquire what 
Harmony hath been betwixt your Paiſly-AMeeters and 
T hey, who ſince met at Edinburgh ; and, wh F 
Harmony hath been, or is yet among(t your Elin 4 
burg h-Meeters? | 7 
4thly, Without Propheſying, I ſhall adventure tt 1 
ſay theſe Things further. Fir /t, It ſhall be obſerved: 
that all the Men, that concurred in theſe Concluf 
ons, ſhall be taken Notice of, to be more forward 
and fervid, in driving on our Defection (if He d( 
not open their Eyes, to let them fee what they hay 
done ) than ever, and be left to proceed om Exil! 
Worſe: And ſomething of his ſpecial Diſcounte 
nancings of them for the future, ſhall be taken N 
tice of by the more Serious. 2dly, It ſhall be obſery 
ed, that they ſhall fall-in, more than ever, intoa 
Intimacy with the Malignant-Egemies to the Wor 
of God, and grow quim and coſh with them; whil 
they are not only cold toward the truly Tender, b 
cruel againſt them. 34), Ir ſhall be oblerved, ho 
the Profeflors, who are fervid Followers of them 
ſhall become more lax, as to all our former Prince. 
ples, and looſe in their Practice, and furiouſly fierce 
as acted by the old malignant Spirit, agatnlt au 
who in the Integrity of their Soul, give theſe ju 
and nceeſſary Signifieations of their Abhorrence 


Fl 


of the ſecond Paper, 263 

be Courſe carried on by theſe Men, and at a Com- 

BY cance with it in others. 4:bly, It ſhall be obſery- 
ue: That fuch Miniſters, be who they will, who | 
eo not put that juſt Diſcountevance upon theſe A.- 
lers; bur, by the contrary, encourage them in 
dug their Courſe, by giving them all Countenance, ſhall 
te as remarkably deſerted, to do Things prejudicial 

wthe Cauſe, as the Aſſemblers themſelves: And 
while they drive us to an Union with theſe furious 
Drivers-on of a Defection, (ſhall be left to a ſinful 
creaſing of our Diviſions ; and to the doing of 
nany Things, whereby they ſhall loſe that Favour 
ad former Elteem, which once delervedly they had 

nthe Church, and among the Saints, 5thbly, and 

Leh, I am afraid, that it ſhall be obſerved, how 


te this (hall be the Fore-runner of the woful Day that 
ved z coming. Oh! our Bentneſs to Backſlid ing, and 
luſqürelaimableneſs in our Courſe, our Ruſh- 
ares forward to our Courſe, without ſpeating 
— right, without thinking aright, and inſtead of re- 


Whiting of our Way and Wickedneſs, and with 
dame and Indignation ſmiting on our Thigh, and 
lying, Alas ! what bade we done? is like to have the 
e Return jw K Je that _ ſame Courſe 

ad furious Career had, Fer. viii. 6, 7, 8, and ſeqq. 
ampared with Verſe 13 and ſeqq. & Kar. 
But, Sir, that you may be convinced, how far I 
omply with you in this Matter, I will tell you. 1f, 
ſhat, as to this Day, I durſt never pray for any 
[hing to theſe Meters, who fell to meddle in His 
- Watters, before they had ſolemnly fer Time apart, 
= MW mourn over theſe Things, which we had com- 
1 ted and omitted, except Repentance; (and I 
' . (F-not hide it from you, that in this J could never 
Wd wy Hands to this Day; and I am afraid, try — 
Wno 
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who will, they ſhall find it hard and heavy Work, til 
they themſelves begin, O! when will it be?) 25 
being perſwaded, Thar upon all their Conclu/ons, his 
Diſpleaſure at their Courſe, and a further Defection 
from the Cauſe, ſhould be viſibly written; and 


ſome new Ground of D iſtraction amongſt the Godly, » 
and that even by our uniting Methods, ſhould be Mic 
laid. And alas! I have not hitherto been diſappoin- Not 
ted to Advantage. So I muſt tell you, that if all yi 


the Godly. Miniſters and Profeſſors, in Scotland, wer bo 
met together, on Purpoſe to ſouder, and cement us le 
into a Sameneſs amongſt our ſelves, I durlt neither Mi 
meet With them; nor pray in Faith for any Thing 
to them, but Repentance ; till they had begun at 
this, and 1et private Days, and Days in Publick, 
yea, Days after Days, apart, for afflicting their Sul 
before Him; and in Remembrance of What is pal 
and in the Foreſight oſ what is coming, for pourin 
out their Hearts like Water, before the Face of thi 
Lord. And I am ſure the Iſſue of ſuch an univerſa 
Meeting, except this Courſe were taken, ſhould b 
the ſame with the Iſſues of our former Meetings 
viz, Matter of much Shame, Sorrow and Grief, A 
ſtoniſhment and Confuſion of Face, For, what ha 
weto do'with Peace, fo long as our Abominarions at 
ſo many? Alas ! How long ſhall the Things that be 
long to our true Peace and Healing, be hid from d 
Eyes? Our Phyſicians prove Phyſicians of no Valu 
O! when will that excellent Phyſician, in whol 
Hand never a Cure miſcarried, undertake to ht: 
us? He hath a Plaiſter in his Hand, and if He wou 
apply it, the Cure would infallibly follow, O! wit 
will he do it? 

2dly, I ſhall, with great Gladneſs and Joy Qrodue 
Heart, hear not only of your having Written io ud 
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til Mindulzed Friends, and others; but of your having 
as Mincevailed with them, to ſer Time apart, for Prayer 
his Mad Supplication with Faſting; bceauſe of what 
ion Mikey and we have brought upon the Church; and 
and particularly our woful Unions; and becauſe of that 
dly, MWirange and ſtupendious Practice, declarative of a ju- 
| be Miicial Stroke upon us, that to this Day, there have 
bin- Wor been fer and ſolemn Appointments, yea, Ap- 
f all Mhjointments after Appointments, through all the 
vere corners of the Land, for Faſting and Mourning © 
tube Omiſſion and Neglect whereof makes the more 
ther reing and Serious conelude, That now the Lord is 
uching upon the Evil, to bring it upon ut: Since 
have not, to this Day, notwithſtanding of all that 
$come upon us, ſo made our Prayer, 2 our God, 
8 t0 turn frem our Iniquity, and underſtand the Truth, 
And, Sir, In the Day, when I hear of ſuch ſolemn 
tings, I ſhall eſſay, as I can, to join with Glad] 
Weis, though at this Diſtance, with theſe Meeters to 
mourn, Oh! when will ſuch a Token for Good be 
en amongſt us! 
za, Sir, I muſt erave Liberty here, to tell you; 
at, if you were pleaſed to be preſent in our poor 
Meetings, and private Solemnities, your ſelt would 
K an Ear and Eye-witneſs, that, as we can, we both 
lire to mourn over the Diviſion amoneſt the God- 


„ 091, and the Cauſe thereof; praying, as we are able, 
V4uar He would deliver that poor diſtracted and de- 
vholioyed Chureh from the Cauſe, in the firit Place, 
ö heit {o the Effects may ceaſe ; and from allthe Me- 
roulWhods taken, how to make the Effects to ceaſe, ( oh 
win Attempt !) while thereby the Cauſe is kept 


n Being, yea, ſirengthned and made more able, to 


oy WQroduee its woful Effects. And, Sir, we are not a- 
 youlMancd, and 1 hope, never ſhall, to profeſs, that we 
3 Mm f dare 
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ling in Queſtion, in our Enquiries about Light, an 
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dare not, in our Preſentings of our Supplications be- 
fore our God, follow another Method. 

Now, Sir, having given ycu an Account of m 
Thoughts upon your Overture, T am neceſſitate tg 
add this Caution, That while we preſent our ſelves 
in this Poſture, before our God, there be not a Cal 


of our known, acknowledged, and ſworn unto Far 
of our Reformation : For, as this were a Mating 
of Enquiry after Vons; ſo we might fear, He ſhould 
in his Righteouſneſs, Anſwer us according to the 1d 
of our own Heart, and ſo leave us to devour that whi 
3s boly, which were the ſaddeſt of Snares. I nee 
not explain this further unto you; ſeeing you kao 
and will acknowledge, we are no leſs bound, þ 
our ſacred and folemn Oath, againſt Eraſtiani 
than Epiſcopacy ; and that all the Ways taken, wh 
ther directly, or indirectly, to contribute to the E 
ſtabliſnment of the One, is as high a Breach of o 
Covenant with God, and as hateful to Him, an 
Hainous in his Sight, as the Other: And hereby yolſ 
perceive, that Prelacy, and the Indulgence, and a 
the Ways taken to ſupport either, muſt be held fon 
to be the Matter of our Mourning, and the eon 
mon and known Plague of our poor Church, An 
ou cannot, or dare not deny it, That the Iadulgen 
Park done more Miſchief to the Cauſe, and Remnan 
than Epiſcipacy ; and fo, to have the Firſt Place, 
the Roll of our Acknowledgments and Lamenring 
Your Second Particular ſhall be ſoon diſmiſſe 
which you lay down thus, That ( fay you ) 4 
tender Reſpełt ſhnuld be to theſe, who may be yet ſtrait 
in their Lizkt and Conſcience to hear the Miniſters, » 
Dave accented the Indulgence, &. So theſe alſo, on! 
other Hand, wkoare free, &e. Anſwer Iſt, Ie 


* 


. — ___—_._- 
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yet completly ſilenee us; and ſo you ſet downth 
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Contrary, ceaſe to be Reaſons: But the former M pi. 
true, as hath been often proved above. Ergo. fro 
Your 3d Particular we had almoſt in termini; e il 
minantibus, in your Conceſſions ; and it there ſpoWMthe 
ken to. And your rh Particular is but a Brand lud 
of the Second, now ſpoken unto. And ſo I comer Way 
your *5:b, Which you word thus, That ( fay you! 
with the ſurt heſt Re ſpect and holding up a clear TH 
mony to the Kingly Office and Authority of our He (vp 
Lord, as the alone ſupreme Head over his Che tir 
there might be ſome more publick Forbearance in ful be 
ing the preſent Controver ſ about the Indulgence, i vr, 
reaching before the Multitude, which, I am to the 'wlyiel 
theſt per ſnaded, doth no way juſtle with the former, & nut 
Anſ. 1ſt. Sir, I indeed grant you, that here Why: 
Soinewhat new, Which we had not in your FH 
mer: And therefore, we are called the more nafis, ; 
rowly to look unto,and conſider its Nature and | 
port. 24h, I ſtrange your Method, and ſo wille 
thers, How you did not Firff perſwade us to 
not ipeaking againſt the Indulgence, in Sermons 
before you had perſwaded us there was no | 
Ground to ſeruple the hearing of them: For, hoy 
ever Methods — many Caſes, 2 yet, 
confels to you, this in the preſent Debate, ſeems ufc 
ſo to me; unlels you judge (as tis like you ha 
and do.) that you had ſaid ſo much in your 7 
and 2d Propoſals, as would, if not fully ſatisfy 


as an Uſe of Exhortation, preſſed with a very pte 
liar Peremptorinels, with ſo many Grounds and Ne 
ſons, Buy, Sir, you will find, I hope, by what 
faid co your Seventh and Second, you have not 

dacted us to theſe Straits. But, 3dly, Sir, might! 
but permitted to come to a Reſcrence, inſſead 5 . 
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Diſpute ; ug eniouſſy profeſs, that I am ſo averſe 
om the one, as being conſcious of my own Ina- 
ny to manage, that I would betake my {elf to 
the other, before any competent and impartial 
ludges. And my Overtare is this, How you, or 
ny Man (hall connect theſe together, of holding up, 
zith the ſurikeſt Reſpetl, a clear Teſtimony to the King- 
þ Office and Authority of our bleſſed Lord, as the alone 
lpreme Head over bis Church; with 4 more publick 
firbearance, in following the preſent Controver jy about 
be Indulgence,” in preaching before the Multitude? 
fir, when you make me underſtand this, I will 
field you, what you would be at. But, really, you 
muſt ſuffer me here, to tell you a Story, (that you 
hve poſſibly heard of before) which ſeems to me 
to be perfectly of a Piece with your Procedure with 
us, and a juſt Parallel in the Cafe, vis, When the 
ww King was at the Hague, and our Commiſſio- 
ters waiting upon him, one of his Chaplains, viz, 
Dr. Crighton, Profeſſor of the Greek Tongue in 
monWMOxford, preaching there, before him, raged, ranted 
o nd rattled at that Rate againſt Presbytery, as the 
„ho boctor aſſerted his furtheit Length of Perſwaſion, 


yet, at Cz/vin (whom he alledged rg be the firſt De- 
ms ner of Presbytery) was in Hell, Whereupon 
ban King, knowing how much this would diſpleaſe 
ur eur Commiſſioners, ſent a Nobleman to this learns 
sy 1! Doctor to check him, for having uſed that free- 
wn Won, in his AAje ys then Circumftances ; which 
y pie Nobleman did: And, amongſt other Things, 
nd Ree faid ; What Aan ( ſaid he) can you not preach, 
what Wd bold your Tongue > The Doctor replied, Go tell 


| ks Majeſty, that I cannot preach and hold my Tongue. 
icht! rd really, Sir, I know as little, how the holding 
id P, with the farthcit Reſpect, a clear Tellimony 


To 
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to the Kingly Office and Authority ut our ble. 
led, Lord in our Day, and Circumſtances, and 
that before, and amongtt the People, equally en. 
gaged with us by Covenant, to own Him, as King; 


and yer to hold our Tongue in Preaching, from ſpeak 15 
ing againſt the Indugence; which we look upon, ail, ; 


the higheſt Act of Diſſoyalty againſt Chriſt, bang 
together, and can conſiſt, as the Doctor knew, hoy 
to preach and hold his Tongue. 

Yea, and I will believe, that a Man may preach 
and hold his Tongue; as ſoon as I ſhall believe th 
Conſiſteney of the Two, here connected by you 
And, for what you add, That you are to the fi 
theft per ſwaded, this Forbearance doth not juſtle vil 
the former, &. If this be good Reaſoning, I might 
eaſily reply, and tell you, I am to the furthelt per 
ſwaded, There is here a Juſtling, and Inconfiſtency 
But, to be plain with you, Sir, I rather pity you 
Confidence, than am perſuaded thereby. And, ere 
you perſwade me to believe this, upon this Ground 
That you are to the furtheſt perſwaded; you mul 
perſwade me to believe a Co- exiſteney, and ſweet 
Harmony betwixt perfect Contrarieties; and mult 
make your ſelf abſolute Maſter both of my Reaſon 
and Conſcience, ' | | ; 

4thly, Sir, Becauſe it is good to be taking; I a 
glad that you grant us this here, (which is all 
the Sum and Subſtance of your Firit Two Conceſſion, 
That we are with the higheſ# Re ſpect to keep up 4 Tei 
2ony to the Kingly Office and Authority of our bleſſ 
Lord, as the alone ſupreme Head over his Church, & ion 
Hence I thus argue, That if it be the Duty of al 
the faithful Ambaſſadors of our Lord Jeſus Chil 
in the Day when his Throne is invaded and uſur 


ped, to keep up a clear Teſtimony againſt a 
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klneſs, and. againlt all the Ways and Methods 
hereby this Invaſion and Uſurpation is eſtabliſhed; 
nd to give timous, ſeaſonable and conſtant Warn- 
ve to all the Subjects of this Bleſſed King, that 
bey do Nothing that * Import their Subjectibn 
p the Uſurper, or their Eſtabliſhing of him, in t 
ofleſion of what he hath taken from the Anointecl 
fGod, by either ſubmitting to his Emiſſaries, or 
kibearing to put all juſt Diſcountenance upon them 
br their Compliance with the Uſurper: Then 
ichful Miniſter, in his preaching, conſidering tha 
Mrongs done to Chriſt, both by the Uſurper, and 
tt Compliance of the Indulged; and the Hazard 
de Subjects of this bleſſed King are in, to be ſeduced 
mo Acts of high Diſloyalty, and Leſe-Majeſty, muſt 
t himſelf, with an open-mouth'd Plainneſs, as to 
tneſs and teſtify againſt both the Former, viz, 
e Indulg ing Uſurper, and his Indulged ſo alſo, 
pwarn che Subjects of that alone King in Zion, to 
nd aloof from all Degrees of Compliance with 
ther, But the Former is true, according to your 
n Grant, Ergo. : 

Fhly, Sir, you mult bear with me to tell you, 
ought it ſome what ſtrange, how in writing to 
on that Head, you were ſo confident, as to per- 
ade to ſuch a Forbearance, in the Caſe ; If you 
ed my Oppoſition hitherto, to have been under 
WW: Conttraint and Conduct of Light and Conſei- 
Ice: Only I ceaſed to admire this, when I re- 
W-nvred (and yet J can never remember it without 
ignation, Deteltation and Horrour.) what Pains 
s taken upon dying Men, to perſwade them to a 
lence at this Diſloyalty to Chriſt, under this Name 
Healing Teſtimony, while there was Nothing ſaid, 
eerſwade them to give a faithful and free Teſti- 
mony 


\ 
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mony againſt the Courſe of our Defection; both 
which I can inſtruct with an Overplus. But, u 
deal plainly with you, all the Advantage you 
have gained by this your Propoſal, is only chis 
1ff. That this your Perſwading, to a Silenee, 1ngaze 
and neceſſitates me ſo much the more, both to ial 
and write againſt that wretched dalgence. And 
zdly, To take all Occaſions, both in Secrer and Pri 
vate ( Since-I have not Acceſs to do it in the Pub 
lick) ro lament, that there are Men found among 
us, who pretend ing to be againſt this Thing, and tak 
ing upon them to be Healers, dare with ſo much Con 
fidence, ad venture to perſwade to ſuch a EME 
| This, I tell you, Sir, is All you have gained; and 
j hope ro obtain Mercy to be true to my Relolution, 
; But, Sir, I know you will ſeek to (hrewd ani 
ſhelter your ſelf, as if you were not againſt ſimpl 
Teſtifying againſt the Evil of this Indulgence ; But 
Firft, againſt the Manner of doing it : Secondh, : 
gaintt the Frequency : For you add, But may, ( 
you) to the moſt tender and knowing Hearers, tend r 
ther to darken the Beauty of ſo neceſſary a Teſtimony, & 
Anſzer 1ſt. Sir I have often told you before, Ia 
as much againſt all Unſuitableneſs and unedifyi 
Indecencies in the Manner, as you are; and in thi 
far, we are agreed: If that be your Meaning, t 
Nothing be done, to darken the Beauty ot ſuch 
Teſtimony. But 2h. J ſay, who theſe molt te 
der and knowing Hearers are, upon whom it h 
this Effect, I know them not in the Place: Bur, 
can tell you, That more knowing in the Cale oft 
Church ot Scotland, and more tender Hearers, th 
any you can name in the Place beſides, have not be 
a little grieved at your deep Silence, as to that D 


loyalty to Chriſt ; which to them is a n L 
| fectio 
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tion; and this, as for your Part, you have let 
fl, and interrupted the Series of theſc ditiinct Je- 
{mo11es, Which, in their Seaſon, were given againſt 
ery Thing, whereby the Courſe of Defection was 
arried on, in our Church: And more particular- 
| againſt this hateful Indulgence; ſince it began to 
e heard of, (O fatal Period, for that poor Church!) 
iy, you have interrupted the Series of theſe 
itin& and beautiful Teſtimonies, which have been 
kept up, to the Edification of the whole Church 
d Scotland, theſe 18 Years, in this Place, by theſe - 
Men of God, who are now in Glory: Of whom 
[muſt ſay, They in all Reſpects were in better Caſe 
bjudge what was to be ſaid, what not, than Hun- 
reds of you and me. 3dly, I ask you, Wherein 
ju judge the Beauty of fo neceſſary a Teſtimony to 
ant? 1 hope, you will not * eonſiſts in that 
ep Silence, which I have now ſpoke to, and hath 
ken, to the Sorrow of the more Serious, (however 
you may flatter your ſelf in ſuch a Forgery, or Fan- 
y as if in an Abſtractedneſs, as to all theſe Things, 
the Beauty of a Teltimony : ) obſerved in your 
kl You will certainly ſay, There is Time for 
| Things, and every Thing is beautiful in its Seaſon ;; 
Wu, according to your Fir/ Ground, this only is to 
done, when it is to Edification, True, Sir, let it 
ſo: But ſtill che Queſtion recurs; for we may 
KK you, When that Time 1s, or ſhall be? And by 
e Way, I may here put you in Mind, That it 
as with this Sonzie the Cauſe was betrayed by us; 
this was the common Off- put, and ſhameful 
it, whereby we laid our ſelves aſide, from the 
1 of our Day; Tis not yet come to be Ca 

uſeſſionis. And, O Sir, remember with Fear, Dread, 


- 


aror and Trembling, A hath followed upou 
3 8 n tliis: 
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this: And alas ! for what is like, yea, for wh 

further will certainly follow ! What, if I ſhoul 

further ask, Whether, if there were a publick Pi 

Intimate, in the only remaining Model of th 

Church of Scotland, it would have the Beauty of 
' folemn Teſtimony, and be for the Edification g 
\ the more Serious, (Who, cis like had been folacing 
| and comforting themſelves, in the Hope and Fore 
by thoughts of this, That the Defections of that pa 
4 declining Church would, in that Day ſet apart i 
| a great Part for that Work, be held to their Eye 
1 that their Eye might affect their Heart : ) to have al 
or at leaſt the moſt manifeſt and remarkable Steps c 
the Defection bf that Church mentioned, ( as the 
uſed to be by the greater Worthies, who are non 
gone, than any that remain ) to be mourned over 
It you deny it; then in plain Terms I Will wy 
Jam afraid God ſhall anſwer it, either by taking 
ſuch an Opportunity out of your Hand for ever a 
ter ; or elſe by leaving you to be mere alien fron 
that Duty, if a Thouſand ſuch Opportunitie 
{ſhould be put in your Hand, If you ſay, you gran 
It was a very proper Scaſon ; (as the more Seriou: 
of your Hearers judged it was, and will for many 
Days go ſorrowing over the Miſs, they then mel 
with:) Then I ask you, 1½. Not only, what meant 
your deep Silence, as to our Defection, and particu 
larly that, of this wretched Indulgence ? But, 249 
What meant your high and paſſionate Tranſport 
( obſerved by the mott Serious and Judicious of al 
your Hearers, whereby they have been (tumbled an 


offended : ) in ſpeaking againſt Teſtifying again 
this Wickednels of the Indxlgence, and a not Com 
plying with your admized Methods? What, Sir: * 
was there no other Abomination to be, with ſo = 1 hi 
= | 5 1 


* 
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Vchemency, witneſſed againſt in the Church of 
{tland, (at leaſt with ſuch Candency and Keen- 
ls) as the Zeal, Faithfulneſs, and Integrity of the 
nat, and now glorified Mr. Brown ? (and by Con- 
emitancy, of your poor Friend, of one Soul with 
tm in the Matter)whom you have choſen to be your 
mneipal Antagoniſt, (alas! impar congreſſus! ) be- 
aule of his having diſcovered, beyond your Hi- 
ings, and Helpings, the Wickednels of that Deſecti- 
p, as equally to be deteſted, and ſtood aloof from, 
mth Epi ſcopacy? And here, by the Way, Sir, Let 
me tell you, it will be a great Deal of Folly in you, 
pthink to build your Repute upon the Ruin of 
at Man's Reputation, in this Place, and in theſe 
Iminces : For ſuch was his juſt Eſteem here, and 
ihe Church of Chriſt, and will be to Polterity, as 
It attempting of this will make you unſavory in 
Place, (whenſoever it ſhall be known, what was 
x Mark you aimed at:) and will ruine your Re- 
ut with the Poſterity, and with all the more Seri- 
in the preſent Generation; and in this it will 
len, your Right-hand hath forgot its Cunning, 
, Let me ask you, How comes it to paſs, that 
ke hath fo much Diſplealure been witneſſed a- 
Inſt a faithful Teſtimony; given publickly that 
by a Miniſter of the Goſpel, againſt the Courle 
Detection, who was driven to what he did, from 


mitie 
grau 
out 
man 
1 me 
meant 


irticu 8 

24h Conlideration of the Work of the Day, and 
7 : — C 
\(por{Wulcience of Duty? For, having before puched 
- of all" the Scripture, which ſo natively led him, to 


kk of theſe Things, he there mentioned, he durſt 
br Fear of the Almighty forbear; becauſe you 
Com been on a contrary Strain in the Forenoon, 
„Su! bow grievous ſoever it was to him, he looked 
much hintelf, as lo much the more indiſpenſibly 
Vclic T_T Rez 7 
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called to give a diftinq Sound, and to be free and 
faithful. Now again, I ask you what you obſer. 
ved in what he ſaid, which did take away the Beauty 
and Decorim of a Teltimony ? Will you fay, It wa 
becauſe you might, or did apprehend you were con 
tradicted ? In Anſwer to this, Sir, Bear with m 
to tell you, That as you have been the firſt, ſine 
ever there was a ſuffering Remnant in this Place 
who adventured, under the Cloak and Cover 9 
your Healing-Method, to hide the Wiekedneſs 9 
manifeſt Defection; to it was Matter of Gladnels « 
Heart to ſome (tho' inter mixed wich much $ 
row) that the Lord had previouſly put it upon t 
Heart ot another Miniſter, to {peak to theſe Thing 
And that he ſuffered him not to be demurred, « 
daunted into a baſe Silence, by what you had {aid 
For, hereby in Part was the Teſtimony ſtill put 
lickly kept up in this Place. Next, I enquire, 
the Scripture was not pertinent for the Nature, a 
Work of that Day? conſidering the fad Caſe, a 
deplorable Circumſtances of the Church of Sat 
(for, if otherwiſe the Beauty and Decorum of 
— might have been deſiderate and darkne 
Further, I enquire, Whether you can make it « 
dent, That Firſ#, there was any Thing in the A 
ſpoken, for which the Text did not give tl 
Ground? 2. Whether there was any Thing in Fl 1 
Manner, on which you can fix the marrivg of MF 50: 
Beauty of a ſeaſonable Teſtimony ? Mi 
And here, Sir, I muſt tell you, whatever Ihn 
think, That gracious and judicious Hearers ud For 
you hereby ſadly and ſeverely rebuked, that * « 
Lord had led the Speaker to appoſite and pertinn cry 
Matter; ſo He helped him (to the Joy of the ui the 
Serious, and the Oblervation of all, who War ed 
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prolelyted into a Prejudice; ) to ſuch a remark- 


le Compoſure, and Serenity of Spirit, in the Deli- 
rey of what he ſaid, as none had the Face, or 
Font, to alledge a Paſſion in the Caſe: So that, 
now it is evident, the Lord, who ordaineth Strength, 
wt of the Mouth of Babes and Sucklings, ſuffered No- 
thing to be wantings which might give what was 
froken the Beauty of a ſeaſonable Teſtimony. It 
you ſay, This was wanting, that it was not pertinent for 
lte People, and this Place. Iſt, Lask you, How then 
ou judged your ſo paſſionate Pleading tor that Par- 
y, in this Place; and eſpecially upon ſuch a Day, 
and Occaſion, pertinent? But, 240, Sir, remem- 
ber, how hereby you do condemn all the faithful 
Worthies, and Witneſſes, who have been in this 
Place, as gnorants and Inpertinents; becauſe, upon 
| ſuch Occaſions eſpecially, they witneſſed agamit 
t Wrongs done to Chriſt, and the Defection of 
that Church. And ſeeing he, who did in that Ap- 
rearance but follow the Footlteps of theſe great Men 
of God, who endeavoured to follow the Lord fully; 
i is not ſo much him, or the Practice of a young 
Miniſter, you condemn, as of theſe great, gracious 
and grave Men, who had obtained Mercy to be 
futhſul to him, his Intereſt and. ſuffering Rem- 
nant, | 
Bur, 3dly, Sir, ſuffer me onee more here to tell 
you, That you indulge your ſelf in a great and groſs . 
Mitake, while you ſuppoſe, that ſpeaking to theſe 
[ings is not proper, and pertinent for this Place: 
For, giving (which is neither to be given, nor grant- 
ed) chat ſome of this People were not much con- 
cmd in theſe Things. (And alas! who, that hatli 
the leaſt Fear of God in the Place, or would be look- 
f Upon, as ſuch, would willingly clafs himſelf. in 
Flat 
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rs in Edinburgh, whereby a Courſe was taken to 
ſhut the Door upon all, whom they could not o- 

Wl rercome into a Compliance with your healing Me- 

Wl thod, :hat 3s, into a deep Silence at the Iniquity of 

t cis, that Indulgence. Sir, do you not obſerve, that 

© MW remarkably the Lord in this hath deferted you, to 

Inke it evident, how groundleſ]y you lay Claim to 

- We Healing, Cc. Dwhen hereby there is a manifelt 

yWerſccution of a Man, for his Faithfulnels > And 

- Wlpray you now, Sir, who take upon them a critick 

e Had judicial Poner of ſuſpending Miniſters from the 

Exerciſe of their Miniliry, without a formal Proce- 


town a Ground for Separation? Since this upon 
our Part is a real Withdrawing from hearing a 
Man, to whom jeſus Chriſt hath given a Commiſ- 


10, Won for preaching the Goſpel ; with this ſad Ad- 
o ion, that it is upon an Account, wherein he 
be Wuy expect, that Jeſus Chriſt will, in fo far, own 
ner Wim, as a Witneſs and Sufferer for his Sake, 


But to cloſe this Purpoſe : Alas ! my Brother, you 
lee, Wire both, by what you did upon that Faſt-day, and 
on, bat hath followed upon it ſince, laid ſuch an Ob- 
you guction in the Way of the Edification of many, by 
bis ur Miniſtry, not only in this Place, but alio at 
ree⸗ 
will Wd, it may be, it ſhall prove Matter of Grief to 
the Wir own Soul, cre all be done. O ! that He would 
ariel Wzcloully prevent the {ad Effects, both as to your 
laid WE and to this Place : Which have ſo clear a Con- 
ob Aon with the Courſe you have taken; and {hall 
ome, Wcertainly ſeen, as to both, if you perſilt. 
this bus having, accord ilig to my Purpcie and Pro- 
tar Wie in the Entry, inſiſted, at ſome Length, in the 
em. llideration of your 5:5 122 ; beeaule there 

ler! 1 4 was 


lure, and Church- cenſure? And who now lay 


me, as is the real Grief of my Soul to conſider it: 


_ * . 
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was ſomewhat new in it; I am abſolved, by what Min 
ſaid, from taking Notice of your Groznds ; Aud n: 
yer, I ſhall here put you in Remembrance, how you be. 


fir Ground is already improved, little to your A 
vantage. And as for your 24 Grewnd, as it was, ui Me 
on the Matter, twice made Uſe of before by you, i 8. 

B 


your. fir? Paper, viz. In the 5th Ground of your 3 
Propoſal, and your 5th Propoſal it {elf is mainly mad 
up of it; So it hath been already ſpoken unto, i 
the foregoing Paper. Only I take Notice of th 


Phraſe in it, whereby you would fright us all ini ir 
a Compliance with what you would be at: AW 
here (ſay you) O ! here is that Chriſtian Pruden der 
commanded by the Lord, to bis Servants, &c, Anſ. H. 
1, O! where is it? where is it commanded ? is“ ſo 
commanded, as 1t complies with your Scope ? 24 An} 
Let me deſire you ſeriouſly to conſider, what is ia ud 
above, and ſee whether your Practice be the Tra ma 
ſumpt of that Prudence, which here you ſo mu but of 
commend. If it be ; as certainly we mult judge Lord 
is, we had need to pray for Deliverance from ſuc 2, g 

| 


Prudence: And your boaſting us with this, wh 
we ſee what you are left unto, puts me in Mind 
that bleſſed Word, 1 Cor. iii. 18. Let no Man dece 
himſelf (mark this, Sir,) if any Man among 

ſeem to be wiſe in this World, tet him become 4 Fool, 
he may be wiſe. But, 3dly, Is not this your mai 
fied Prudence, as here adduced by you, of the tal 
Kind, Quality and Complexion with that wl 
hath paſſed for ſiich amongſt us, theſe many Ye 
whereby we have loſt the Cauſe, and left our 

fter in the Midſt of his Enemics ? Alas! Sir, 
Talking at this Rate, makes me fear that He 
hid our Heart from Under ſtanding, becauſe He hat. 
Mind to exalt us; Hath not this Kind of Wi" 
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ind Knowledge perverted us? And yet, While 
many, Who fee our Way, are made to figh out 
ele Words, The * of 6:7 wiſe Alen is periſp- 
„ 4114 the Under ffanding of eur prudent Men is bid: 
oil Ve are confident in our Courſe, and go forward: 
WF Alas | where will we land at laſt? But I (hall in- 
n no longer on the reſt of your Greznd: ; fince all 
of them have been Spoken unto, in your former 
Paper. : 

Your , Sixth Partienlar runs thus, It were ts be 
riſbed (ſay you) (Ob! that from the Lord, this might 
mee be made _—_— among xs ! to know and con- 
op more, what are the warrantable Bounds in cuntend- 
Mig, in publick Differences of the Church; ſince theſe 
ve ſo expreſly groen at, in the Kripture, &cc. 

„„ ¼ , I grant you, That this is a Piece of fpecial 
Wiidom, much to be defired in this Day, when 
many Meddlers, even in this Matter, have 


bord ; and then Alas ! what Wiſdom is in them 2? 
% Sir, When 1 have read over the whole of this 
Particular, I find nothing in it, which I have not 
had Occaſion often to ſpeak to, in the Conſideration 
of your 157 Paper; when I-was wade to take Notice, 
wat Ule you bad made of the general Commands 
if Love, both wreſting theſe, to make them ſab» 
ke this your ſoudering Deſign, and thereby alſo 
letroying your oWn two firſt great Conceſſions, in 
jour former Paper: For, if you will admit chefs 
vo firſt Conceſſions to correct, qualify, and be 
Judge, in what you have ſaid, in this 625 Peri- 
N, I will grant it, as it ſtands. But, 31h, For 
Wieſe bleſſed Scriptures, which you cite, is there 
ay Thing in any of them, to blunt ihe Edge of 
ä x. io, 

0 in 


gone 
at of the Way, and have ſorſaken the Law of the 
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in ſuch a Day as this; and that even in his co 
tending, yea, moſt earneſt Contendings with Br: 
thren? If there be not; as ſure you will not f. 
there is, wherein are you helped? Or, how d 
theſe contribute to your Deſign ? Or, wherc 
are we hurt, or withheld thereby from a reſolut 
Oppoſition df that, which is to us a real Defedtion 
Sir, What would you draw from this bleſſed Seti 
ture? Phil, ii. 3. Let nothing be done through Siri 
or v ain Glory; but in Lowlineſs of Mind, lit eath 
ſteem other better than themſelves, (I paſs your n 
gligent Way of citing Scripture ; only hereaft 
conſider it:) I pray you, Sir, form an Argumen 
from this Scripture, wherein, you ſay, the Bound 
of our contending about publick Differences at 
Jet, and are exprelly given by the Scripture, ( fo 
I willingly yield, it is the only Rule, for reguli 
ting us, in what it is brought for.) Sce how! 
will run, and what it will ſay for you, Takei 
then in Form thus, If each be obliged 10 eſteem ail 
better than himſelf ; then, that this Rule may ht 
complied with, and that we may be delivered fron 
the Fear of a deſtroying Rent, and Breach, thi 
Day, (for, theſe latt Words are your own: ) ther 


mult be no zealous Contending with Men, wit — 
are Brethren, whom we are ſtill obliged to cour — 
better than our ſelves ; then there muſt be no faith 4 £ 


ful witneſſing againſt their Way, when they dt 
cline from the Truth: Then there muſt be no fir 
nuous Oppoſition made unto them, while theCur 
rent of their Courſe is a clear Defection: Then tber 
mult be no free, and full Warhing given unto ii 
People, to ſtand aloof from all Compliance wil 
them: But they muſt be complied with, counte 
manced, and till carried towards, as Brethren, d 


* 
li 
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r than our ſel ves. But rhe Former is true, Ergo. 
The Probation of the Minor lies here, That other- 
file you bewray Want of that commanded Lowli- 
eis of Mind, whereby each ſhould eſteem anc- 
er better than himſelf ; and a contending, in the 
ſe, is but that Strife and vain Glory, which is 
nluitable for a Chriſtian, Now, Sif, will you 
wn this Argument, as it ſtands in Form? Or, 
ll you not be aſhamed of ſuch a Perverſion of 
e Scripture 2 For it cannot help your Deſign at 
Il it you caſt it in any Form, ſo as that only may 
interred, which is the obvious Scope of the Ho- 
Ghoſt ; nor be that Rule, in walking according 
which, in our Caſe, we will be delivered from 
Fear of a deſtroying Rent and Breach. I know 
Wu will ſay, you deſigned to adduce this, and the 
owing Scripture, only for cooling and quen- 
ng of unwarrantable Heats, and qualifying of 
ntentions amongſt Brethren ; and 10, being put 
form, all will clearly be concluded, that yorz 
aeed theſe Scriptures for, viz. A qualifying of 
cContendings, as to the Manner, that they de- 
erate not thereby intocarnal Quarrelings, But, 
ever deſirous am to give you this Charity; 
let me tell you, 1/7, That it fo, yet your Phraſe 
Nile is moſt dark and obſcure : For, who 
imagine you intended no more, in citing theſe 
ds, while you thus introduce them, Tha: 


ick Differences of the Church; (Here is ſomewhat 
e, belides the Manner, ) are ſo expreſly given 
u, by the Scripture, that, if we keep according to 
bleſſed Rule, there will be no Cauſe to fear 4 de/troy- 
Mn and Breach this Day? adh, If you ſay, you 
end for no more, but a Qualifying of theſe 

= O02" Con- 


rrantable Bounds (ſay you) of contending, in 


ä nag Ae 


294 Anſwers to Particular Sixth 
Contentions 2 Then, 1, You muſt grant, th ne 
there is no Barr hereby put on us, or Obſtructou 
Jaid in the Way of our moſt earneſt Contendinzi ne 
and that even with Brethren, (ſor while the Hg! 
Ghoſt doth qualify the Manner of going about 
Duty, He doth command and commend it.) Ny 


but by the contrary, the very Qualification of . wi. 
Duty, impoſeth the Neceſſity of letting about it i Þ 
ſuch a Manner, and doing it fo and fo, WP 
Sir, This being granted, then with whom doyo in 
contend? And whom do you accuſe, as nf hoy 
owning this Rule? Or, how is your Cauſe bei ing 
ed: For, as I told you before, I willingly R 
theſe bleſſed Words, in their Scope, as the m Clo 
yea, only perfect Rule, in regulating us, how, ¶ ons 
all our Appearances for God, and Contending io 
Trath, we ought to behave ; So I tell it you nol Part 


again. 
1 need ſay no more, to what you have m. 
. Clole of this Particular; ſince it is of a Piece y 
what you have in the Firſt of theſe Particalss, 
your former Paper, after your Propoſals ; wha 
as here, you lick your ſelt, and your Party cl 
and acquit them, as clear and innocent, in 
Caſe ; while it is manifeſſ, you indulge you 
in « Liberty to laſh ſuch, who neither do, note 
couply with your Deſign. But I have ſaid, . 
3s ſufficient, to this before : And howevet 
have given new” Occaſion, to fall upon it,) 
forbear : Only here, Sir, let me put you in 
membrane? again, of what Propoſals were! 
in che Cloſe ot my former Paper, in An! 
your Firff, as to a ſafe Union and Peace, W 
if they be liſtned unto, will indeed deliver us 


ai your own Words) from the Fear of del, 


of the ſecond Paper, 28g 
ing Rent and Breach, this Day. And if not, the 
Word of the Lord, our Covenant, and Engage- 
nents; yea, and the World will be Witneſs, that, 
; your Induleed Party made the Breach ; to your 
lf, and the rcti of the Pleaders of your Strain, (for 
il your Pretences to Peace,) have kept it up, and 
widened it. : | 

Now, Sir, becauſe I find Nothing in your 9th 
Particular, Which was not in your 4*Þ Conceſſion, 
in your firſt any wk ( infomuch as Ithought ſtrange 
how you came here again to mention it; and fece 
ing I have anſwered it there, at ſome length, I 
take no Notice at all of it here:) I (hall, for a 
Cloſe, at this Time, offer but a few Conſiderati- 
ons; which, as they ſeem neceſſary, in the Caſe ; 
ſo theſe Words, in the Beginning of your 6th 
Particular, ( viz, I were much to be deſired (ſay 
you ) to &now and conſider more, what are the warrant- 
lle Bounds of Contending, in publick Differences of the 
__ — ) perſwade to a propoſing of them to 
you, And, 

Firſt, Sir, I ſuppoſe you will eaſily grant, That 
there is a far different Method, to be uſed, in a 
managing of Differences in a Church, moy- 
ing but towards a Reformation, or to be excited 
thereto; Ard in a Church, which once had attain- 
ed to a Degree of Reformation beyond and above 
all her Siſter- Churches. For, in the firſt Caſe, there 
muſt be much Pains taken to inform, much holy 
Guile uſed, how to engage Men into ſuch a Work; 
much patient onwaiting, in regard that both Mi- 
miſters and People have been long habituate to theſe 
Cuſtoms and Courſes, which need to be reformed; 
and fo their Judgments are to be informed, and all 
Means io be uſed how to engage their Heart and 

e Alflections, 


formation was fettled, the Preſence of -God was 
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Affections, that they may put to their Hand to the 
Work: And while this is endeavoured, and ſet 3. 
bout, how (lowly ſoever the Work may proceed, 
and be promoved ; yet, if Endeavours be kept 
up for carrying it on, that Church ought to de 
looked upon, as a reforming Church, or in Motion uf 
towards a Reformation, But, let it be ſuppoied, Ile u 
that the good and gracious Lord, to ſhew his Con- M'® 
placency in ſuch an Undertaking, had conde. Ne be. 
ſcended ſo mightily to concur with thoſe Endes- itt 
yours of his weak Servants, as the Work was cat- A 
tied on, over all the Oppoſition made thereto, Re- 


ſeckit 
Reaſ 
the f 
de ul 


manifeſt, in accompanying Ordinances purely pur- 
ged from former Corruptions, the greateſt Enc- 
mies to the Work confounded, and forced to Ly 
Subjection and Obedience to that Church, which 
was now, becauſe of the Power of God engaged 
for her, and of the Preſence of God in the Midſt 
of her, became terrible, as an Army with Banners: 
Yea, and to make it appear how much He loved 
that Church, he had forced ſuch, who formerly had 
carried, in their Oppoſings, as if they had been of 
the Synagogue of Satan, however pretending to be 
of the Church, and Friends to her, to come and 
worſhip before the Feet of a Church thus reformed, 
I ſay, let this be ſuppoſed ; and let it alſo be ſuf- 
poſed, that this Church, ſo beautified with a bleſ- 
{ed Reformation, began to leave firſt Love, and 
firſt Works, and to decline daily from the Purity 
of Inſtitutions and Ordinances ; whereby the for- 
mer Power and Preſence of God was ſinned away; 
only there remained yet ſome few faithful and 
fixed Men in her, who vexed their righteous 
Souls, by bcholding' this Backlliding = 
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Fon, Now, will any Man of Senſe, of Soul, 
reaſon, Religion, or Zeal, will any Man, having 
he Mind of Chriſt, ſay, That the ſame Method is to 
tv uſed, in that declining Church, by theſe few zea- 
wsMen,which was a juſt Method to be uſed, while 
he was but in a motion towards Reformation? 
rer, whereas God was pleaſed to wink at the Times 
"Wit her former Ignorance, he will not deal ſo now, 
with Backſliders, after ſo much Light, and bleſ- 
2 Attainments ; but will fill them with their own 
Way : And theſe Men of Soul, and Zeal for God, 
rmaining amongſt them, are to hold the Cauſe 
« departing from God, and dealing treacherouſly 
ih him, to their Eye, and to (top them, in this 
Courſe of Detection ; or to deliver their own 
wuls from the Guilt and Curſe, wherewith ſuch a 


y, who deal thus, will be found to have the 
lind of Chriſt, and to follow his Example in deal- 


4 n with the Church of Epheſus, Rev. 2. And, if 
dr be no Man to plead thus, in a Church of 


lis begun Apoſtaſie; or, if by their Pleadings they 


4 o not prevail with her Sons, to make her remem- 
d from whence (he hath fallen, and repent, and 
d. Nhe firſt Works; then there is nothing to be 


pected, but that Detection will end in Apoſta- 


1 ; and be puniſhed with a Removal of the Candle- 
nd ck out of its Place; as now is ſadly verified in 


it once beautiful Church of Epheſus, amongſt 


i» dom Jeſus Crit walked, and 1n whom He 
„ relt. Now, Sir, need 1 tell you, that this is our 
7 Waite? And if you know it, Alas ! why do you 

more ſuit your Carriage to our Cafe? we had 


t molk pure and pcuiicect Reformation of any 
urch, we kno1y upon the Earth; and moſt par- 
ticu- 


election will be purſued. And they, and the7 
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ticularly in this Reſpect, that Jeſus Chriſt uu 
owned King amongſt us, in his own Houle, and 
did ſway his Sceptre, without either Controul, 
Competition. But, Oh! who can give an Ac 

count of the Wofulneſs and Wickedneſs of the 
Change? Alas the! Glory is departed, Ref 
mation overturned, our glorious Lord 1s exaucto 
rate, our Sam ſons are lying tyed, that, wherein theig 
Strength lay, being departed from them! And i 
this, your pitiful Pleading, a Method and Me 
adapted either to preſerve the little that remains 
which is ready to dy ? or to prevent ſuch a De 
fection, as is like (if he do not graciouſly preventit 
to be quickly witneſſed againſt, by His Remoy; 
of the Candleſtick, and caſting us out of his Sight 
as theſe in whom, for our treacherous dealing i 
his Covenant, his Soul hath no Pleaſure? Sure 

Sir, it would have better become a Healer, and 

Man, that were taught of God to know, what ov 
preſent Caſe requires. to have ſet before the Eyes 0 
all of us, our Baſeneſs, our treacherovs Lyings : 
{ide, in the Day, when we were called to maintiit 
our covenanted Reformation, and to have died ii 
the Defence thereof; before we had given Way t 
the invading and overturning Enemy; our dM 
teſtable Neutrality, onr abominable Breaches of 
Covenant with God, and with our more faithk 

Brethren, And particularly, to have held to th 
Eye of your Indulged Brethren, whom with | 
much prepoſterous Zeal you patronize, their Uni ©: 
deniable Breach of Covenant with God, as Ming 
very letting go the Word of the Church ot ScorloyP?rete! 

her Patience ; and all the Miſchiefs and MilengQ br 

they have brought upon the poor Remnant, by th ute þ 

Act of Diſloyalty to Chriſt, their abominable A in! 


lfcrtance. But to cloſe this, Sir, ſince it is my real 
dement of your Pleading and Palliating, I dare 
t forbear to tell you it, I look upon you ( how- 
er you look upon your ſelf, and upon every Soul, 
{the lame Drivings and Deſignings, with your 
| 1 except not one) as in this deſerted, and not 
wing the Mind of Chriſt, or knowing what the 
of God ought to do, in this Day of Defecti- 
u. And it ſhall in the Iſſue be manifeſt, that the 
fer you and they drive, and the more furiouſly 
u go forward, the more certainly our Defection 
jall grow, and go on, the more inevitably our 
reach ſhall be made wide as the Sea, and the 
re ſurely the Whole ſhall be ripened for the ap- 
aching Ruin. Sir, I ſpeak not theſe Things 
) irritate, but to warn you: Bur if you will 
take Warning, 1 cannot help it. Oh! if! 
uld weep over my own Acceſſion to this De- 
tion, and my not Withſtanding it, as Lought to 
me done; though 1 had made my ſelf thereby a 
7m and Wonder! 
200, Sir, It is to be conſiderd, That it is a far 
ier Thing to have and exerciſe a Chriſtian For- 
rance among Brethren, differing in many Things, 
order to the Peace, Union and Harmony of 
e Church, and of particular Societies amongft 
e Saints, in that Church; when hereby the 
uſe of the Church is not hurt, indangered, or 
: But upon the contrary, there 1s, as to that, 
Harmony and Oneneſs of Soul and Shoulder, in 
ming it on; (and as there will be different 
prehenſions about many Things, while we 
eu but in Part; ſo it is a Part of the Practice 
pure Religion and undefi led, to forbear one ano- 
a in Love:) And to plead and perſwade to 
| FEE P þ the 


of theſe Anſwers, 289 


—_ eds 


Rive to the Church, ſo dangerous to theſe Dri- 
as themſelves, or a not vigorous and valiant 
poſing of them, is mere than Miſpriſion of Trea- 
in. And therefore, all who would not be char- 
dl, as guilty of the Conſpiracy, muſt not only 
wy Treaſon ; but each in his Capacity ſet bimſelt, 
th to contend openly with theſe Ringleaders; 
id alſo with all the Men, who make it their 
fork, to play the Proctors for theſe, while they 
der this Patrociny drive on, and are high and 
jous in their Courſe, Now I need fay little to 
uke you underſtand what I mean ; what the In- 
lged have done in Prejudice to the Caule, and 
py confident they are become in their Courſe ; 
s evident, alas! too too evident to all the Na- 


udned in their Way, by the Countenance they 
we gotten from thoſe, who ſhould have rebuked 
km (harply, as Men gone out from us, and how, 
they have been made (tout and confident by ſuch 
kadings, as we have in this your Paper; ſo, the 
ce Serious have been ſtumbled: So that now we 
indiſpenſibly called, as to Witneſs againſt the 
tongs the Indulged have done to Chrift ; toy a- 
unit the Way, that you and others take in Pa- 
wizing them; whereby you and all, who drive 
ur Deſign, have done more to eltabliſh that 


* 2 Remnant-ruining Miſchief, 
0 pen ever the Indulged themſelves were in caſe to 
ep & And, hereby, as I do witneſs againſt doth of 
| fix, o bleſs the Lord, who brought me back 


Mm the Gates of Death to ſcrible theſe poor 
is, though, when 1 haye done, He ſhould finiſh 
/ Courſe, with this my Teſtimony. 
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n; and how much they have been heartned and 
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4bly, Sir, Conſider, it is a far other Thing, & 
to have and intertain Charity, and exerciſe Chyi(j 
an Forbearance towards Brethren, overtaken int 
a Snare; or, in an Hour of Temptation and Dar 
neſs, hurried in a Courſe, before they had conſ 
dered the true Nature, and terrible Tendency 
engaging in that Way: And another Thing (Moc 
uſe the fame Familiarity and Freedom with thei Ru] 
Men, who, after ſufficient Means have been ufc 
with them, to diſcover the Evil and Abominatio 
of what they have done, after, to the Convidtie 
of all, who will not (hut their Eyes, the Ruin « 
the Cauſe and the rending of the poor Remna 
mult be refounded upon their Courſe, yet peri 
bold on in their Way, ſeek to juſtify what the 
have done, and wax more confident intheirCourl 
Sure, Sir, you will ſay, (or if you will not, othe 
will, ) that all the Countenance due to ſuch Me 


is to expreſs our Love to them by ſharp RebukeMyliar 
and by taking ſuch Courſes with them, as to Ufa 
claim them from the Errour of their Way; or Where 
preſerve the Church pure, when we can do bc 
more, from 10 dangerous and deadly a ContagiofMÞriy 
As I ſhall forbear to make this more plain; in th 
ſhall earneſtly deſire you, in Serionſneſs to cf Mett 
on your own Way, and Method, whether it Wttea, 
what Chriſt calls for, what the Good of the ChuWnd | 
calls for, and what the Advantage of theſe Mt b: 
thus inſnared, calls for; and what the Credit nent 
Advantage of your own Miniſtry calls for, ron 
the Caſe, ee. 
Laſh, Sir, Conſider the Vaſtneſs of the DHH 
rence betwixt theſe Two, a Bearing with one ev 
ther, in Love; And a keeping of one anotherCoithis | 
bath 


pany : While by this Intimacy and Conveiſe ( : 
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MM forbearing to witneſs, by all ſuitable Means, a- 
il vioſt what ſhould be the Deteſtation of our Soul,) 
e Deſection is carried on; and that, which at 
i ſeemed to be but a fmall Brook, is turned 
i thereby into an impetuous Torrent ſwelling over 
nm Banks, as a Deluge, whereby the Church is 
(MW ocrwbelmed, and ſwallowed up. Sure, the golden 
cl Rule here is, Not to give Place to ſuch Men, no not 
for an Hour, that the Truth of the Golpel may be 
ontinued with us; and that the Cauſe may be 
nan{mitted fafe to Poſterity, Gal. 2, 5, And if 
puer, and a zealous Barnabas, with the reſt, ſhould 
tk lo far left as to diſſemble and not to walk up- 
nightly according to the Truth of the Golpel ; then 
tis the Duty and Honour of a zealous Paul to 
nithſtand them all to the Face, wherein they are 
tb be blamed ; and openly before them all, who 
had been by their Carriage flumbled into a Com- 
lance, to witneſs and teltity againſt them. This, 
toi lay, Sir, is the Golden Rule, in the Caſe. And 


ot Where | muſt tell you, that your Practice, and the 
lo WMfractice of the Men of the ſame Projectings, and 
20108 Drivings with you, hath been ſo contradictory, 
the Caſe, that by your oppoſite and contiary 
ch uethod our Defection hath been carried on to the 


n leadful and deplorable Length it is at this Day, 
nuind is 111 growing; fo as I neither know, where 
e Mr begin, nor where to end. Sir, a juſt Inlarge- 
it 28 ment on this Head, would impoſe the Neceſſity u- 
for, ton me, Fir, To give the Series of our ſhameful 
Vefection. 2d/y, To ſhew the Connection it bath 


Dita with your Method, as with a*Cauſe ; where- 
ne get wonder that you are not aſhamed, afrer all that 
nerColihis milerable Kind of Palliating and Plaiſtering 
le 7 uh cauſed, (bear with me to ſay, hath cauſed ; 


- for 
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for on that Part muſt it be refounded in a great 
Part, yea in the greateſt ) in that poor Church, and 
amongſt the diltreſled and diſtracted Remnant, n 
But referring that Account to a more proper Place, i x 
I ſhall only (hut up this Diſcourſe, with theſe few ot 
Hints, for your Conviction, and the Vindication v 
of fuch, whom I hope, Thouſands ſuch Papers of MW b 
yours will never blindfold into a Compliance with W 
what you drive at, while they obſerve theſe be 
Things. to 

And Firs, Sir, ſince our Indulgence was intre- N ou 
duced, and a Soudering with the Indulged hath yet 
been ſo much purſued, preſſed and perſwaded un- ict 
to, hath not a Soudering alſo with the old malig- Rif 
nant Party been vigorouſly carried on? fo as the Tri 
Bulk of the Non- indulged, as well as the Indulged, i nu 
are turned Engagers, and Publick-Reſolutioner: Mins 
and the Generality of Profeflors become fervide 
and furious for theſe Courſes. Sir, this is no Se- 
cret, it is very well known, there hath not been {c 
univerſal a Concurrence, ſo much running and 
riding, ſo much Care and Zeal among Miniſters 
and Profeſſors, theſe Nineteen Tears, how to have 
Party appear to own our exauctorate Lord, and tc 
have him ſet again upon his Throne, and how tc 
have the Houſe rebuilt upon its own Baſe ; a: 
there hath been, how to procure a Party for, an 
how to ſupport theſe, and be ſoudered with them; 
who are in their Principles and Practices know 
Enemies to all our precious Intereſts, and hav: 
been active in overturning Reformation, {ſetting 
up all theſe Abominations, and in ſhedding th 
Blood of the Saints. And next, are not ſome Mig 
niſters, now reflecting upon the Proteſtation, anch! 
the Prozeffers? I mean ſome of theſe, who owned © 10 I 
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reat WE Proteſtation,yea,aud it may be ſuftered for doing ſo; 
and and ſaying, If that were to do again, they would 
ant, MW not do it, (which is but a licking upof their Vomit, 
lace, ¶ and a Demonſtrationof the Prevalency of the Spirit 
few ot Defection, in this Generation :)applauding theſe, 
tion I who at leaſt, (however they went not) went a- 
s ol long with the Reſolutions, and with theſe Aſſemblies, 
with which gave Life to theſe Reſolutions, But I am not᷑ 
theſe i here to debate that Matter, my Purpoſe being only 
to adduce this, as an Inſtance and Evidence of 
our Lukewarmneſs and growing Defection. And 
jet I muſt ſay, however not a few good Men were 
kit to carry on theſe Courles, which gave the real 
Riſe to all our Miſeries, for the Church's further 
Inal, yet they, who were once otherwiſe minded, 
mult be put in Mind that they are now Chenge. 
inge. But, 24h, IJ am fo tender of the Repute of 
tele great and good Men, as I am conſtrained in 
Charity to affirm, . That if they had lived to have 
ken the Miſeries, that the Relolutions, and theſe 
Aſſemblies have brought upon the Church, and to 
luxe obſerved, how the holy Lord was pleaſed to 


lelert ſuch, as had been principal Ring-leadets in 


hat Courſe, to be Weights on the Working-hand 


all the Church of Scotland, whereby they were 
ithheld from appearing for God and his Intereſt, 
Mule the Enemy put forth his Hand to overturn 
ul; and by the Obſervation of their Baſeneſs in 
'ing aſide, were made bold to accompliſh all the 
ickedneſs, that was in their Heart; as allo to 
ert them to be Ringleaders in this Detection of 

* Indulgence ; while it was given toſome to die 
orioully, and be martyred on the noble and non- 
uch Intereſt of the Prerogative Royal of Ciizift, 

had been Chick in tha; valiant and faithful 


Op- 


we F 


| 
| 
| 
| 


: 
j 
: 


: 
' 


have ſeen, is clearly demonſtrative of their Defe&i 
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Oppoſition to theſe Reſolutions and Aſſemblies: 
ſay, It were a Wrong done to the Memory of the 
grcat and worthy Men, to think, if they had bee 
alive to this Day, and had fcen all that our Eye 
have ſeen, that they would not have done and n 
ted for God, that which would have been a Proof 
of their Sorrow, for what they had done, and lei ud 
undone. So that this Profeſſion of theſe Men no lee 
who were once otherwiſe minded, after all that the ioo 


on. And now they look like Perſons, who hay 
et an ill Turn in their Hand, beſides all that the 
ve done, in Prejudice to the Werk of God ; and 
we are to look upon them, watch over them, an 
beware of them, as ſuch. 
24ly, Was not this the Effect of this Soudering 
with the Indulged, that there was much ado, ho 
to procure a new Court-Licenſe, which 1ued a 
that Meeting at Edinburgh, calling themſelves at 
Aſ#mbly, whereby our Defection is yet further cat 
ricd on; as is evident from all their Acts and A 
ings? I ſhall forbear to mention here, how it w 
in Contemplation of this ne Court-Licenle, the 
ſo vigorouſly driven on at Court, and greedily gap 
ed for at Home; and how. through Fear of its mil 
carrying, that there was ſuch a great crying ou 
about that Time, upon meeting in the Fields wit 
Arms, (as Witneſs the Gentlemen in the Wd 
their Letter to the Council, the indelible Mark 
their Deſection.) and what were the Courſes ai 
Carriage of many, when that poor Party Were? 
thered together, in ſoudering us then into an One 
neſs with the Intereſt of the Indulger, and the I 
dulged ; whereby it came to paſs, that that Patt 


was broken. - And, as ſome were not aſhamed | 
9 ion — 
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es : Mitcofeſs their Gladneſs thereat, as looking upon that 
Rout, as the utter Ruin of the Party, who ſtood in 
teir Way of an Union with the Indulged ; and 
teir making Uſe of a new One, which they had up- 
m the File ; fo it hath made Way, in his Righte- 
wineſs, to a further Diſcovery of many a Miniſter 
nd Profeſſor. And their Way being paved, by this 
leach, to it they went, And we may this Day look 
won their Aſſemblings, their Acts, and/ Actings 
mth Sorrow; becauſe Deſertion and Defection is 
mitten on all rhete. I ſay, this is not the Place I 
nnd to meddle with theſe Things; there may be 
mother Occaſion for that. Only at preſent, III ſay, 
may be, it ſhall be found, upon Juſt and impar- 
ul Search, that in the Skirts of Hamilton Declarati- 
u, whereby the Intereſt of the Indulger, and an 
Union with the Indulged, were ſecured, will be 
bund the Blood of the Slain, ; 
And this leads me to the laſt Inſtance and Evi- 
mee cf our Defection, which I ſhall now menti- 
Mn, viz, That there was ſuch an Advice given to 
e Priſoners, perſwading them: to take that Bond, 
dred by the Council, which was a plain and 
eapWuntelt Betraying of the Cauſe, and a condemning 
5 M18 all that had been done for promoving the Work 
Reformation. And yet, as the Adviſer coofi- 
ently affirms, he had many judicious and good 
ln to go alonglt with him; ſo Others out of Love 
Union (O curſed Union, in the Caſe, ought we 
We call ic ! and Poſterity will account it;) laid 
mlelves aſide from an open Oppoſi10n to theſe 
orkers of this Iniquity, of whom it might have 
een expected that they would rather have died in 
e Quarrel, than have been ſilent, in the Cauſe. 
ace upon the Ad viſers Confidence, and upon the 
_ 04 Others 
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Others Silence, began not a few of theſe, accounts 
old and great Profeſſors, to drive ſo furiouſly, a 
commiſſionate ſome, to go unto ſome Miniſter 
whoſe Advice, they thought, would have mo ot 
Weight with the Priſoners, to deal with them, ant: 
to perſwade them to put forth their Hand to th 
Iniquity. And when they could not prevail wil er 
them to do this, and ſin againſt God, and the Cauſ ie 
and the Souls of their Brethren, yet became ſo edi 
fident, in their Courſe, as very magiſterially to tr 
theſe, for not complying with them in this Wick 
edneis; yea, and to perſecute fuch Profeſſors, Meth 
gave contrary Advice, But, if what hath follo n 
upon that Advice, both as to the Living and tio 
Dead, of an open Rebuke from Heaven, againſt ti 
Givers of the Advice, the Liſtners to that wick 
Counſel, and all the Men, who were ſilent, and d 
not witneſs againſt it, be not underſtood, tis fit f 
me to be ſilent, and to ſorrow in the Conſideration 
of what is coming, that, Nill they, Will they, (hal 
make all of them underſtand it. Hence alſo follow 
ed theſe Pleadings, for the Peoples giving Bonds 
the Council ; and the Silence of ſuch, as (houl{t F 
have witneſſed againſt the Wrongs done to Chriſ 0 
and his Church thereby; and their following Cou 
tenaneings of ſuch, as had done theſe Wrong hu 
Whereby the Generality of the Profeſſors have be: 
not only made forward, in their Countenaneings QF. & 
this Courſe ; but rendred furious and fierce agail 
all ſuch, who dare not go along with them: Wher 
upon hath likewiſe followed the Widening of o 
Breach, And at whoſe Hands this will be require 
He himſell, who is upon his Way to viſit for the 
Things, and to be avenged on ſuch a Generatiofjaedd 


2 
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s we have been and continue to be, will quickly 
leclare, 

But here I ſhall break off, when I have told you, 
dot only my Fear, but alſo my ratic nal Perſwaſion, 
ſhat he ſhall never take a Teſtimony, Which hath 
Honeſty and Zeal in it, from any Meeting of Mini- 
ers, or Profeſſors in Scotland, till Firtt, there be 
Meerings to mourn over our deplorable Unions, in 
pot teltify ing, as againſt the Violence and Wicked- 
x of the overturning Enemy, fo againſt all our 
wſequent Unions, whereby this Courſe hath been 
ather connived at, or really eſtabliſned. Alas! Sir, 
we had been faithful to Chritt, we ſhould, inttead 
Hour trifling Methods, while the Cauſe is thus 
cherouſly betrayed, and our talking about Heal - 
be, have contended with them, as with Enemies. 

refer you, for this, to conſider what is ſaid, Prov, 
rm. 4. Where, by a clear and undeniable Con- 
quence, a nor contending with ſuch, as do not 
keep the Law, is eonſtructed a Breaking of the Law, 
id a Praiſing of ſueh, who do fo. I fay, conſider 

s, which it you do, you will be leſs prodiga! fer 
tte Future of your Praiſes of the Men, who arc guil- 
y of ſo high an Act of Difloyalty againtt Chriſt ; 
ad, inſtead of driving this your ſoudering Deſign, 
u will be ſtirred up more zealoufſly to contend 
| with them, 

Secondly, As long as the Indulged are admitted to 
Wt in thete Meetings; till Firſt, they preſent then. 
kives, as Mourners over what they have done, (and 
lam jure, never Men in the Church of Scotland had 
ore Reaſon to do fo, than they have: ) Before they 
R admitted to ſit, as Members, in a Capacity to 
deddle in his Matters, or conſult about his precious 
Nie = Ines 
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Intereſts, Sir, if you doubt of the Ground of 1y; 
Perſwaſion, or deny it; then, if I may dra a 1 
tional (yea, and in the Cale, a religious) Conelu 
fion, as to what is to come, from all that hath pe 
ſed in their Meetings, where the Indulged have (i 
ten, as Members, before they were perſwaded, an; 
prevailed with, to be Mourners, for what they har 
done; put me to it in your Next, and I hope t 
make it a Demonſtration, in Matter of Fact. An 
with this I leave you, ſeriouſly to think, what yo 
are doing, and what you are driving: And ſha] 
wiſh you, what I deſire to with for my own Soul 
and what, as the higheſt Expreſſion of your Loy 
towards me, I entreat you to wiſh for me, viz 
More of the Spirit of Repentance, for what all o 
us are guilty of; more of the Spirit of true Heal 
ing, which muſt begin at Bleeding, and Broken 
neſs of Heart, in all of us; and in order thereto 
our Healers muſt prick us at the Heart, (O! wha 
will we ſee a Mean raiſed up, who will be taug 
of God, to ſtrike all of us in the Heart-Vein? 
more of true Zeal, as for the Recovery of th 
Cauſe, ſo for the Recovery of our lapſed Brethren 
or if, alas] we, for our Part, have ſitten our Op 


Wa 
bft 
e 


portunity, as to both, (as, I am afraid, we hay 25 
done that, which will make him chooſe other In "Wh 


ſtruments, than Men of ſuch Practices, for ſo ho 
nourable Work : ) yet, that we may tranſmit t 
Poſterity ſome Tetiunony to the Cauſe, with fom! 
real Evidence of our Shame and Sorrow for al 
that is paſt, that they may take Warning h 
what we have been, and done; and what hat! 
followed thereupon, to be more zealous for God 
mon Phe grackently connrtrend, tn ies 20g 

, ay 


wc 


of theſe Anſwers, 301 
Way, to recover to them, what we have baſely 
bt ; and put, them again in Poſſeſſion of what 
we have let go. And fo I ſubſcribe my ſelf, | 


Your poor Well- wilher, 
and affectionate Brother, 


R. Macwaxrp. 


POS TSC 


SIR, 


F it fall ſo out that this Paper be made mare pul- 

lick, 1 would not have it judged a Wrong done 
„, if, in order to that, f Things ( the Sub- 
ance being reſerved) were altered, and ſome .44d- 
tions, where the Matter requires, or Amplificati- 
„ were added, Tet, if I thought your ſelf, or 
my would quarrel at this, now you have the Copy 
| judge by, I rather reſolve to let it paſs unpo- 
Lad, whibew rhe Alteration & # 

1 


T he 
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E RE follow ſome of the worthy, and 
| H now glorifted Author's Letters, relatixe 


Defection as E eftectually carried on an 
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The PUBLISHER I 
KC LE © n 


to the Sins and Duties of that Day, an 
not impertinent in our Day, whe 
ſuch Duties are much ſlighted, and the {ame or like 


corroborate. . As the Tendency and Strain of Mr 
Robert Myodrom's Hiſtory of the Church of Scotland, i 
thoſe Times, rendred the Publiſhing of the pre 
ceeding Anſwers neceſſary; fo, his Manner of writ 
ing, far — repreſenting Things, _ contained 
in theſe Letters, than this faithful Witneſs, mak 
their Publication alſo neceſſary, and ſeaſonable ie 
this Time, Tis preſumed they will not be unac 
oeptable to the pious and unbyaſſed Reader, and ma 
tend to Edification; and poſſibly to the Convictio 
of ſome yet alive, who were involved in the Sins her 
witneſſed againſt, or are inſnared in the like to th 
Day. | | 

The fir? Letter contains, after a tranſient Tou 
at the Drivings of thele Meetings of Miniſters, wh 
{trove to limit, or ſilence fuch Field-Preachers, : 
publickly teſtified againit the Indulgence and othg 
Sins of the Time, the Author's judgment anent t 
Scope and Heads of a Paper, deſigned by ſome na 
indulged Micitters, to the indulged Brethren ; au 
how freely they ſhould be dealt with in private 
when Perions were not in Capacity, or had 


Accels to do it publickly, The judicious Read 
| 4 
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will perceive Mr. Wodrow's Judgment the Reverie 
reof, . 
e fte 2d (hews the Author's Mind of Miſreports, 
nd the Spreaders of them, againſt that Party broken 
t Bothwel ; which Mr. Wodrow calls, in Reproach, 
the Warm- Party (for he could not call them cold, 
« lukewarm, as his moderate Party might be term- 
d) where he may find his Share among the Spread- 
ns, told 40 Years before his Hiſtory was printed. 
a Next, of that Meeting of Mmutiers at Edinburgh, 
det 1679, ( whole Conduct and Coneluſions 
Mr, Wodrom applauds, Vol. II. Page 98.) their Con- 
dulons and horrid Defection: Where, ot the Duty 
che more upright Profeflors and Miniſters, with 
Apect to ſuch Meetings and Aſſemblers; ſueh Com- 
pliers not to be termed Non-conformilis : Of ce- 
tenting Unions: Of the dreadtul Day approach- 
xz, and the procuring Cauſes thereof; among 
much the Ceſs; the Bond, moſt plain Perjury ; 
other Bond of Peace; all plead for, perſwaded un- 
and concluded lawful, by the ſaid Miniſters: 
hom Mr. Wodrow patronizeth, palliating their 
ilt herein: Tho' he ſay, Mr. Edward Jamiſon, 
very worthy Pre tbyterian Miniſter, being ſent by the 
ſleting of Presbyterian Miniſters then in Edinburgh, 
rvaded the Priſoners to ſubſcribe the Bond, (as Pa- 
before him bear ) yet preſently he contradicts the 
pers, without oftering a valid Reaſon for ſo doing, 
bee 81. And that 4 Letter wrote by Mr, George 
IMnftoun ( bonded-for Miniſter at Newbottle ) hat a 
rut Deal of Influence upon divers of them: Some 
gert bear, that the Letter came from the Meeting of 
lniſters ; but this (ſays he ) is improbable, Page 82. 
ws he deals with his Vouchers, and original Pap- 
op, when they jerve not his End, and fo impoſeth 
| | upon 
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upon his Readers, not ſuffering Papers then writ tg 
ſet Matters in their true Light. Bur he grants (Pyyg 
100 ) that Meeting of Miniſters in September 1679, 
— 'twas lawful and expedient to give in Bond ſo 

iniſters, as enacted. Some few (lays he) bad Dif 
feulties about it, but did not inſiſt upon them: 

The 34 offers his Thoughts anent the ſplendit 
Reception of the Duke of Vr in Scotland; wherei 
he preſſeth ro Humiliation upon that Account, & 
pointing at many Advantages of that Exereiſe 
ſhews how theſe, who ſhould been the Promot 
of chis Duty, might be Hinderers thereof, with fi 
Pretences of pauky Prudence, and expecting Enlarge 
ment of their limited Liberty from that Popiſh Duk 
(as actually they proved, when dealt with to conn! 
cur in a publick Falt, by theſe written to, who oH 
ſerved the ſame in ſeveral Places againſt their Will; 
which Pretences he obviates. Here, as Mr. Wadr 
could fay nothing for his moderate Party, wh 
crouched to, and afterwards loyally addreſicd th: 
Idolater, their being exerciſed in, or exciting othei 
to this Duty ; So he would as little tell what t 
more ſtedfaſt and upright Presbyterians did therein 
VUnlels hereckon their publick Days of Humuliationf 

at this Time, wherein they afflicted their Souls ft 
this and other Sins, among their Heights, Fligh 
and Exceſſes, wherewith he reproacheth them, 

The Laſt, is that Letter, a Parr whereof is prin 
ed in Mr. Wedroy's 2d Vel. Page 134. Whereof mo 7; 
a Ss ; | 
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t to | HIS 
LETTER 


ſn a Non-indulged Miniſter in Scotland. 
Jan. 20th 1679. 


Dear Brother, 


OURS of December 28th, I received Veſter- 
day: To the Firf Part whereof I can ſay but 
large le; not having as yet received yours, which you 
Dan, was ſent by Sea, giving Account of Mr. Came- 
eos Buſineſs, Neither have I received any of theſe, 
10 och I hear others, beſide your ſelf, have written 
vill out that Affair. But, I judge, I may ſafely ſay this 


eeuc; I wiſh there may be more ſlow Driving, 
n you inſinuate in your Letter: For the faſter 
d they run, and the more furiouſly they drive, in that 


othelf latter, they will be the further from their Pur- 
at tie, and will the more certainly fall into the Ditch 
rein that Driving. You inſ:nuate there will be no 4 
iationM"0y) 14 his Declining their Authority, Dear Bro- 
uls fer, I ſhall not anſwer the Matter before I hear it; 
FlighW that were Folly and Shame : Only let me put 
1 um Remembrance of what I have ſaid about all 
; prin3"ctings of that Nature, in mine to you about the 
fm; till we firſt meet to mourn for what we have 
one, and left undone, when theſe Meetings had 
uthority, 2dly, It will, in my poor, Opinion, for 
Thing I have ever yer heard, be a difficult Task 
t them, to prove that Meeting to have been a 
de Presbytery, having the Authority, which they 

Hur was declined : And till they do this, there 
3 $62 ? _ 


ww = 2 
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needs little Apology be made. Nay, what if 
ſhould, be ſaid, and affirmed, that Reſpect and tf 
Tenderneſs to Presbyterian Government, might ha 
driven the greateſt and gravelt Man in Scorland, upolf 
our owned Principles, to have declined the Auth. 
nity of that Meeting; as not Joy any Presbyteriai, 
Meeting, having that Authority they then aflumed 
and exerced. 

As to the 2d Thing you hint, That it was nn 
much the Matter of the Indulgence, he was quarr:l 
| about, as, Cc. I ſee as little, for all that ever I hea 
laid, or, I believe, ſhall ever hear, how this can | 
aſſerted; for that Et cetera, was but Things whis 
fell in, at the By, when quarrelled about this, An 
Here give me leave, D. Brother, to be plain with yo 
Lam from what paſt in that Meeting, and what 
like to follow upon it, the more confirm'd in 
former Apprehenſions, about what (hall be the If 
of all theſe Meetings, be the conſtituent Memb 
what they will, till once we meet to mourn, Ot! 
Shame! alas! will we not ſee it? will We not 
ſenſible of it? That the firſt Meeting, reſum 
Presbyterian Power, ſhould begin at Patroniz 
the Indulgence: And if any Man come near 
Ground conſecrate by the holy Water of the Co 
| cil's Indulgence, he mult be ſifted before them, asci 
minal, and be proceeded againſt, as a Divider; 
have an Obſtruction put in the Way of his N 
miſtry: If we have forgotten, that fr ſuch 1 
Pranks amongſt other Things, the Lord ſe 
| tered, in his Rightcouſneſs, Presbyteries, Min 
nods and Aſſemblies, This very Declinaugh g, 
may put us in Mind: (I wave the Lawfulneſe, It uz 
Unlawfulneſs, the Neceſſity, or Not- neceſſity the 
of, ar preſent, ) Lo cafy is it for him, when Co 
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his own Conſtitution, (giving, and not granting 
that this had been a Presbytery, ) do not take heed, 
ouſe their Authority for Eaification, and not for 
elruction; to make theſe Courts, and their Con- 
ſions contemptible; even tho many of the con- 
ent Members be gracious and godly.” Brother, 
other, it is the Lord we have to do with, who 
ows how to ſeek out the Lirks of our Pretences : 
, if no more had been intended, than what you 
ſnuate, another Method would have become them 
Kanter, Yea, and for Verification of this, it had 
in Wn neceflary for that Meeting, to have condeſcend- 
Vl upon a Brotherly Admonition to their indulged 
When ; and to have ſet before them the Iniquity 
their Way: But this was not only not deſigned, 
x done ; but, if the Lord ſhould not give ſome 
ieck to Courſes taken, the All of our Cauſe (Rould 
quickly ſacrificed to a Compliance with that De- 
Mm Wn of the Indulgence. And here I muſt tell you 
Ot nly, that there hath been ſo mueh Pleading for, 
8 Palliating the Blackneſs of this Defection, as 
au Number of our Non · indulged, upon a true Rec- 
ne, will be found much fewer, than they are 
ken, or given out to be, 2dly, I much doubt, it 
Keenneſs hath been uſed with the indulged Men, 
make them ſenſible of the Sin of. their Way, as 
7; WF" been uſed, with a ſpecial Bitterneſs, againſt 
as have eſſayed to witneſs againſt the Wic- 
0 nels of this Courſe, But 1 ſhall leave the firſt 
of your Letter with this ſhore, Hint, not being 
ing to dip into the Debate, till I fee further, 
e have all theſe Informations, which we hear are 
tus; cho we have neither ſcen them, nox know 
We may, or — And yet bear, that Cops 
| 1 2 | Q 
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of them are Abroad long ſince with you, which ifftr 
not fair Dealme, 

In the 24 Part of your Letter, you ſhew me, Th, 
ya and your Brother have re ſolved to keep up that Py 
per, about hearing the indulged Brethren, . Jer, u 
on this Conſideration, That it is reſolved by ſome Brel 
ren, to e voner themſelves, in a joint and faithful Repr 
ſentation to them, of the Elul of that Indulgence, & 
And as to a Draught of ſuch a Leteer, you deſire 
Judgment. Dear Brother, to let you ſee, how u 
doever, I will decline Nothing 1 am able to eſſ 
in ſo clamant a' Cale ; but will with a blunt Play 
nels freely tell you what, I judge, ſhould be writ 
to them. Firſt, I would have the Writers, whoey 
they be, write and weep at once, and ſet before the 
Eye the Sin and Shame of our unworthy Cartu 
in the Day, when never were Men more elcarly e 
led to have witneſſed a good Confeſſion, than 
were; and yet never did Men more ſinfully, m 
ſhamefully, more baſely ſit that Call, and thift 
with putrid Pretences, that Appearance for Ch 


than all of us did, when we were in Caſe to h har 
done otherwiſe, #nd unqueſtionably called unto don 

I fay, I would have the Non- indulged, (ct this I Wr 
fore the Eye of their Indulged Brethren, in the H cels 
Place, as equally guilty beforethe Lord with ti teen 
and as theſe to whom God hath at laſt made ſo ci ig 
a Diſcovery of the Hainouſneſs of this Iniquity;I only 
you cannot look back upon that Thang, but 1 Wo, 
Soul is wrung out at your Eye Tea, I think, I ge 
of us may meditate Terror, at the Thoughts of N thro 
was then done and left undone by us. And he mor 
muſt profeſs titito'you, I very much doubt, (OFF wer: 
might be diſfappoinited ! ) if ever a Soul of us, I Perl: 
were Members of theſe Meetings, (hall fit 2 i: | 


— — — 
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me Presbyteries, Synods, or Aſſemblies. It may be 
belore, or at the Time of our Delivery, we mutt be 
ll {weeped away, that He may thereby teach Po- 
terity to be, in the like Emergent, fome other Thing, 
than we have been: Ot, if there be any left to ſee 
better Day, it will be ſuch, who are now in the 
itterneſs of their Soul before Him, in the Remem- 
nance of what is paſt. 2h, l would have the Writers 
o regrete, in writing to their Indulged Brethren, their 
Untaithfulneſs to them, Fir$, In that they looked 
on, while they ſaw them precipitate themſelves into 
that Snare, without warning them, without wrelt= 
ing with them, without weeping upon them, and 
teleeching, them nor to have done that abominable 
Thing, which he hated. Secondly, Becauſe that hitherto 
they have not witneſſed, by their Carriage towards 
them, their juſt Deteſtation of that Deed ; but ra- 
ther on the contrary, out of a Reſpect to their Per- 
ons, have carried towards them, as if they had not 
n the leaſt wronged the Cauſe ; whereby they have 
keen ſtrengthned, and heartned in their Courſe, and 
hardned into an Inconyincibleneſs of their having 
done any Thing amiſs. Thirdly, It will become tlie 
Writers, to ſet before them, how, through this Ex- 
els of Affection towards their Perſons, they have 
teen carried to do, and ſay Things to the Wound- 
ng of the Hearts, and weakning of the Hands, not 
ty only ot many of their Brethren, who have been 
ut Workers together with God; but to the Diſcou- 
nnz, agement of many of the ſerious People of the Lord 
through the Land, whom they ought to have owned 
more, and encouraged more: Not only pecaule they 
were manifelily, not only under the Oppreſſings and 
Ferlecutings of Chrilt's (tated Enemies; but under 
ins Diſcountenancivgs, and the Diſeouragings of 

nor 
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not a fe of the Indulged ; becauſe the poor Pople I I 
durſt nor approve, applaud and follow them, where. 
nthey could not fee; nor was it to be ſeen, that they 
were Followers of God, ma 
34h), Theſe two being premiſed, then, in Writing F. 
to them, the Writers would beſeech, obteſt, yea, and 
charge them before the Lord, that they would glori- of 
fy God by a free Confeſſion of their having done" 
that, which will be found ſo manifeſt a Breach of "5 
Covenant, a Complying with the Supremacy, the pee 
' Juſt Horrour and Hatred of the Soul of an Ambaſ- 
lador for Chriſt, and Abjured Eraſtianiſm, the Wrong 
done to the poor Church of Scotland, the giving up eh 
bl her Caule, the Relinquiſhing and abandoning" 
of the Word of her Patience, the Wounding the 
Hearts and weakning the Hands of their Brethren ; 
and doing that, which is manifeltly, if the Lord 
prevent it not, the Ruin of the poor Remnant: And, 
as Men ſenſible of theſe Things, forthwith to relin- 
quiſh that Indulgence, ſhake oft that Eraſtian Yoke, 
and betake themſelves to the Preaching of the Gol- 
pel in the Capacity of the Reſt of their Non-indulg- 
ed Brethren, 4thly, Then, it would be propoſed un- 
| to them, that when this is really done, and Conti 
denee hereby come at before the Lord, and mutual 
Contidence begotten amongſt all the Servants of 
Chriſt, as Fellow-workers unto the Kingdom o 
God, that then there may be Communings amonett 
Brechren thus unite, and ſerious ſeeking of God, to- 
| gether and apart, for Light, Life, Strength, Cou- 
rage and Zeal, how to recover the Ground, which 
| hath been ſo baſely Joſt ; with a plain Declaration," 
that, if theſe Things be refuſed, ſhifted, ſhufffed 
over, or ſnuffed at, neither can they own thict 
longer, as of their Party, or a Part of ibe Joes | 
F en. 
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W LELLIE Nor are the People to be blamed, if they 
as carry towards them, in their Miniſterial Capacity, 
$ towards the Curates ; whatever Affection they 
may be allowed, and required to retain, as to their 
Perſons, 

Thus, dear Brother, I have given you a brief Hint 
of what I would have the Materials of that Draught, 
And as this plain bove-board Dealing appears te 
me, to be the ſafe Way, wherein alone we can ex- 
dell ret our Maſter's Countenancing of the Eflay, and 
af. W's Approbation; ſo, no other Method ſeems to 
kep a Proportion with their Conviction : For all 
cher Courſes will prove but an unprofitable Tri- 
ling, and will either evaniſh to nothing, or reſolve 


* nto ſuch an Union with them, as will be foand to 
en ure the Homologation of the Indulgence wrapt up 
ord i" it. I (hall not ſuggeſt my Apprehenſions, as to 


the Iſſue of theſe Treatings with them, if this plain 


_ Politiveneſs be not previous, and adhered unto : 
che. , ſuſpect its greateſt Length will be this, That 
Gal {hall welcome Mon- indulged Men to their Pul- 
WAI of and weil may they; for hereby is their Entry 
| un nologate: Or, that they will undertake to go 
niet now and then in the Fields, and then return 
"ual theſe Churches, to which the Indulgence gives 


em the Relation. I ſay, Treatings with them, 
ten they are not plainly dealt with, may land 
e; and they may think their Condeſcenſions 
at, But, alas! neither willall this, nor many ſuch 
lngs amount to any Thing, that will anſwer the 
lent Duty, remove the Scandal they have given, 
ir prevent the Hurt, they will certainly do, by 
er Continuance in their preſent Capacity; and 
ll end at laſt in ſadder Breaches and Animoſi- 


Thus, 


firmity ; which makes me apprehenſive we may b. 


culous, in witneſſing, as againſt other Things, ſo: 
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Thus, dear Brother, I have uſed an undiſguiſe 
Plainneſs with you; ſince you put me to it. I» 
ſorry, to hear of your continuing Weakneſs and In 


deprived of the Advantage of your Miniſtry; whi, 
your Maſter hath made uſeful to many; particular! 


- fince that noble and memorable Appearance at th 


Hill of Beeth, And therefore, let me ſuggeſt thi 
to you; my dear Brother, look back upon all the 
Courſes, which have been taken for Union, an 
ſee, and read our molt legible Deſertions upon then 
And in your Weakneſs, when you cannot go / 
broad, to preach and witneſs, as you uſed to do, u 
with your Brethren, who come to viſit you, and, 
may be, by Inſinnations ſeek, and preſs an Approbatio 
of their Courſe, the Plainneſs, the Faithfulneſs, t 
Freedom of a dying Ambaſſador ; Remonſtrate t 
their Conſcience the Danger of theſe carnal Contr 
vances, whereby our Caule hath baſely been lolt 
and charge them, by their Appearance before t 
Tribunal, to be more plain, poſitive, and leſs Or 


gainſt the Sin and Detection of this Indulgence. Dal 
Brother, I take the greater Freedom to ſuggeſtt 
unto you, That, if I were this Hour to die, if it we 
poſſible for me to have ali the Church of God 
me, I would deſire to die in their Sight, witnell 
againſt my own Unfaithfulneſs, in not having wi 
neſſed, more publickly to the World, my Thouę 
of the Wickednets of this Indulgence; but that I ii 
fooled into this Usfaithfulzeſs out of a Deſire 
Peace and Union; and as I have miſſed of that, { 
carry about with me the Sting of Unfaithfulnels, 
having ſmothered what I intended; and by mt 


judicious and tender than my felf, yas preſſed iti 
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ike publick, I ſhall add no more; the God, 
hom you have ſeryed, give you the Spirit of the 
y in its Day, and be with you at Death, I am, 


uiſe 
I a1 


che | Your poor Brother 

ular and Well-wiſher, 

* R. MacwakD: 
en! 0 

thel 5 | 

 "Wother of bis Letters to one in Scotland. 


My worthy and very dear Friend and Brother, 

O U may be mueh ſurpriſed to ſee a Line 
from the Hand of a Perſon, who hath 
not the Advantage to know you ; tho' 

Without the Reproachings of my own 

tut, I dare affert, your Straightneſs for God, 

ile others were ſtaggered, and turned aſide with 

r black Byaſs of this declining Time; your 

dfaltneſs in his Cauſe and Covenant, and ſingu- 

Uletulneſs, to fuch as you ſaw continuing with 

min theſe Tentations; are Things, which have 

Keared you to my Soul, and ſtill do, beyond na- 


1 lolt 
re t 
$ Or 
, bot 
. De 
eſtt 


it wall: And therefore I take this Opportunity to 
30G ite to you, at ſuch a Time, wherein if Profeſ- 
nell1Fs obtain not Mercy to be fixed and faithjul, all 
ns to be loft, (O! ler this be your Cognizance 
ouch preſent, and your Memorial in ſucceeding 
tIMrerations !) And if they do not appear fervent, 


ſ1re 
ut, { 
nels, 


Ones and Twos of the Miniſtry (for alas! the 
ns of Zadok are now brought to a few Number ) 
0 would willingly appear tor their wrongey and 


y mqunded Matier, and for his bleeding, dying and 
eſſel riring Intereſis, (when the reſt have done worſe, 
8 1 yea, 
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yea, much worſe, than to forſake him, and flee 
may be frighted from the Work of the Day, i 
fainted in it. | | 
Dear Friend, I cannot forbear to tell you, th 
it was a Wound to my Soul, to hear it hinte 
and that with much Regrate by ſuch, to who 
you are ſtill dear, that you were fallen into a 
ftake with that poor Party at Hæmiltuun; of who 
I muſt now fay, They were the only Party the 
worthy to bear the Name; or deſerving to be loo 
upon as ſuch, who in Singlenels of Soul had t 
real Reviving of his Work upon their Heart: A 
when theſe Clouds, which have been with mu 
Art and Induſtry created, to darken and benig 
them, are blown away, (which the Lord, by who 
Actions arc weighed, will not fail to do) theirl 
noceney will ſhine, to the Shame of ſuch, as h. 
teproached them. But, Brother, theſe Two Thin 
relieved me, as to your ſelf, and many other god 
in the Land, Firſt, I thought it no ſtrange Thi 
if you and other gracious Perſons ſhould 
been incenſed again(t them, even to an Abhorre 
and Deteltation ; conſidering how they were 
preſented to you in Principles and Practices; 


O! I would not abide the Reproof of the belt tz 
the Repreſenters for many Worlds.) But ict 


2d Relief was, That I was aflured, ( ſince the) 
Tongue is but for a Moment, whereas the Lip of Tr 
3s e/tabliſhed for ever : ) he would not ſuffer gn 


Il x 
ous Perſons, (who love and hate Things, as tn the 
obſerve them to be ſubſervient, or oppoſite to hy | 
promoving of his Intereſt ; and favour, or dilcoul;, 


tenance Perſons, as = obſerve them fixcd, 
not fixed, fervent, or lukewarm, as to a conte 


ing earneſtly for the Cauſe,) to ly long * 
iſa 
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Witake, to be charmed and cheated into a Hatred 
their poor Brethren, by theſe Repreſenters ; and 
hat tor no other Realon, but becauſe they could 
ot Crry hem alongſt into a Compliance with, or 
erco ne them into a baſe Connivance at the 
hings, which his Soul hateth : And till our Soul 
nie theſe accurſed Things, vhich have been hug- 
ed by us, the Marks of manifeſt Difpleature thall 
ſeen upon our Armies and Afſſ:roblies. | leave 
ou to gather, what may be our Expe&tztion of 
mies and Aſſemblies, from Joſhua vii. 10, 11, 
, 13, 14. till there be both Mourning, and put- 
ns away of the accurſed Thing, I ſhall not en- 
ge on this at preſent ; only I cannot forbear to 
you, I would not have had Hand in ating 
Woche Cauſe fo, as it was Rated in that Paper, cal- 


heir] d, The Hamiltoun Declaration, for all that is in 
as hy Is World. But to return: 


When, after the Break at Bothwel-Bridge, Mr. 
milton, and ſeveral others before him, came o- 
u, I endeavoured to inform my ſelf the beſt I 
puld ; and found the Report anſwer what Jex“ 
ited, from tlie firſt Hour I faw that Hamiltoun 
Lelaration : In the mean Time, Mr. William Dun- 


S ; (Vi came over, Who, coming to fce me, endeavour- 
belt to impreſs me with ſuch Storics of theſe Mens? 


ich, if true, made them the vileſt Men upon 


the fc Earth : And, finding I could not be abuſed 
f 118 2 Belief of what he reported; he faid, You 
[ 55 not believe either, that the Lady Kerjland was 
as 


the Council of War, I ſaid, I did not believe it, 


e 10 1 1 had good Reaſon to look on it, as a Lie. 
11coultey (id he, I ſaw her in it with my Eyes, Where- 
= on ( Kerſland and his Lady being in Town, 
on 


| th Earlf2n, Mr. 1 Mr, Cargil, and Two 
_-- „ T2 Or 
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or Three moe, who had been Members of , 
Council of War, together with the Clerk of the CounMlz 
cil of War,) I told him, he behoved to mak: 
that good: For ſince the Scope of his InformaiM; 
on was to make them to appear Fools, and Knar 
too, in order to my future Carriage towards them ne 
I told, I would have a Meeting; which, witfMr: 
{ome Difficulty he condeſcended unto : He nau 
ed Three to be preſent, as indifferent Perſons, My | 
it, Mr. Ruſſel, Mr. Gordon, and Mr. Potter; whaWict 
of I was glad, After Prayer, having told then, 
There were ſome Things, wherewith they welfiht 
charged, that, if true, argued them Fools; ſuc 
as, the Lady Kerſland being in the Council of Wa 
Bur there were other Tl:ings laid to their Chat 
which, if true, they deſerved all to be hanged: B 
if falſe, they did the Devil's Drudgery, who c 
ried them about, and ſpread them for Truths 
And to the End the more I might be h 
upon their Anſwers, Mr. Cargil, ( tho' your le 
and all who know that eminently faithful and z 
lous Goſpel Miniſter, (alas! there are ſo few Ci 
gil; this Day in the World) will judge it u 
needleſs.) and the reſt, were all particularly cam. 
juxed, by their Appearance before the Judgmeithe ( 
Feat of Chrift, to ſay Nothing, in their own . 
dication, but Truth, Then the firſt Thing fall 
upon was that, relating to the Lady Kerſ/land ; 
her ſelf being called in, Mr. Dunlop affirmed, | 
faw her in the Council of War, The Account giv 
of this, in Anſwer to what he affirmed, was, I 
when the Council of War was riſen, fone Friend 
io had been there, ſeeing her, with others, ſta 


dicat 
ung. 


117 without the Ranges, ſent out the Clerk of Wy Pe 
be! of Mar, . bring de within the Rae. 
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which accordingly he did: And he with Hewy 
zun Ha, and ſome others, (for Mr. Hamilton did not 
nale her that Day, till Night ; ) fat down upon 
natifffihe Place, and took a Drink. Mr. Dunlop would 
chen have fain niade a Conſiſtency, yea, a Samc- 
Wicks, betwixt his Aſſertion, and the Account gi- 
jen: As if, to be within the Ranges when the Conn» 
nan] of Var was not fitting; And to be in the Council 
F War, were the ſame Thing, But then, how ten- 
chen er foever I was of him, I was forced to tell him 
then finding how _ gracious Perſons had been 
welllabuſed by the Confidence of ſuch, who aſſerted 
ſuc the Falſhood, and had in the Simplicity of their 
WoW Hart, not knowing any Thing, been made to look 
hau upon them, and conclude them a Net of Fools.) 
: Bu That his Aſſertion, and their Anſwer was ſo far 
o ci om being the ſame upon the Matter, that there 
aths vas a perfect Contradiction betwixt his Affirma- 
be Ui non, and their Account: For, as I then told 
tim, I yielded to him, in private Diſcourſe, that 
ſhe had been within the Ranges (as many others 
Wyre, and uſed to be) and that it was clear, the 
WGuncil of War was not then ſitting, when the Clerk 
ame out to bring her in, where ſhe ſat down on 
the Graſs, to take a Drink with ſome of the Mem- 

bers thereof: And ſince he had rejected this in 
private Diſcourſe, and had poſitively aſſerted, not- 
ithſtanding of all 1 could fay of this Kind, that 
Wie law her in the OGuncil of War, it was in vain 
wow for him, neither was their Acceſs, to make a 
Conſiſtency betwixt his Aſſertion, and their Vin- 
fication : For his was, that he ſaw her in the 
Loncil of Har; And now it was clearly made out, 
N Perſons under that ſolemn Adjuration, that 
Rang: #45 no Council of War /rting, when fhe came 
; vl vit hin 


ing Occaſion to ſpeak with Mr. Dunlop, that h 
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within the Ranges ; nay, that ſhe did not ſo much ag 

come near to the Spot of Ground, where they (at, If 
And ſo this Particular, to the Conviction of all" 
preſent, was found to be a groſs Falſhood : Ang 
yet, I doubt not, but you know, both how confi. Wt 
dently this was affirmed for a Truth, and wharf 
Hatred and Indignation they, who judzcd it 
their Intereſt to make that Party odious by this 
malicious Calumny, have created in the Minds oH 
many tiuly gracious, age inſt the poor hated Hand- Wil 
ful, on whom they caft Iniquity ; that, with tome Co- 
lour, they may in Wrath procure Hatred at them," 
amonglt the Lovers of the Work and good Ways 
of the Lord, When this Particular was cloſed, Ir 
deſired the Lady Kerſland to remove; leſt ſhe (houldÞ{c 
allo, with ſome more Colour, be reported to be H 
Member of our Meeting. And then Mr. Duni 
was heard to the Full, as to all the Things, which 
were laid to their Charge, And when every Pat 
ticular was anſwered, (for I (hall not trouble yo 
with that tedious Story) 1 put the Queſtion right 
to himſelf, and then to theſe three forehamed Pere” 
{ons, of his Choice, whether heand ach wer ſatif 
fied with their Anſwers and Vindication ? He ful 
and they next profeſſed they were all ſatisfied : ( 
10 much as Eariſtoun told me the next Day, have 


{aid to him, he would henceforth, as he had Oc 
caſion, vindicate them.) And ſo Mr. Cargil cloſe 
the Meeting with Prayer, and Praiſe. 

Sir, however this may ſeem a Digreſſion, yet 
judged it expedient hae to give you this Hint 
that you may notice the Ways that have been ti 
ken, and the Methods, which have been ufcd, 4 
ſeparate and ſet by the Ears the moſt ſerious an 


y 
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* ſingle Minders of the Work; while ſome, as it is 
f all$oow manifeſt, alas! have been driving on De- 
And ſens, to the Prejudice thereof. I need not now 
onfi. tell you, how, when this Party was broken, and 
what ſome had made them ſo odious, as they feared no 
cd it bnger any eftetual Oppoſition to their Courſe 
/ tig tom them ; they fall upon Tamperings with, and 
ds off Lakings from the (tated Enemy to Chriſt, while ſit- 
i2nd. Ming in the Mediator's Chair, and {waying his 
e C- epter; yea, and he is ſettled, by what they do, 
hem Min the Exerciſe of his Ulſurpation over the Houſe of 
God : And thus, that poor Party, being made the 
ammon Hatred of the Nation, and that by their 
Means, ye ſee how they go on. to conſtitute them- 
klves in an Aſſembly, and what Concluſions they 
ee upon: On which, I heſitate not to lay, (and 
doubt not but your ſelf, and other gracious People 
nthe Nation, however abuſed formerly into a 
edulity of the Integrity of their Deſigns, now 
ich Horrour, Shame, Amazement and Grief ſee it.) 
hat deſerting the Lord, and being deſerted of 
um, is deeply ingraven ; lo, as he who runneth 
Wy read it, both upon their Conttitution and 
onclulions ; in ſo much as all, who would re- 
„ban that Integrity, frae which they have made De- 
aut ligſ'*ion, ſhould beware of all future Compliances 
Oh them; and ought to carry towards that Meet. 
cloledF'5 as no Court of Chrift, but as a Company, 
bo have betrayed into the Hands of his ſtated E- 
mics, the Intereſt ofour Lord Jetus Chriſt. And 
, let theſe god Men, who have with fo much 
ennels oppoſed their Brethren, and cried againſt 
ch, who durtt not be ſilent at the Evil of theſe 
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clearly tending to harden ſuch, as were inſnated 
and encouraging others to ruſh forward upon thei! 
like Courſe : I ſay, let ſuch, who have oppoſeai 
their Brethren, and (till pleaded for the Indulged 
with this, O, they are goed Men! and O! by 
lovely a Thing is Union among Brethren | conſidet 
to what a woful Paſs they have brought Matters 
by theſe pitiful Pleadings and Palliatings : But 
if they will not, all the World may; and I aw (us 
all the gracious of the Land, if they had give 
themſelves impartially to weigh Things, mult no 
ſay it, when they fee 1t, that the Lord hath decid 
ed the Controverſy betwixt us and our Brethren 
who oppoſed us; in that he left thoſe Men, whe 
were grown ſo confident under our Oppoſers Coun 
tenance and Encouragement, to make ſuch a hor 
rible Defection: While in the mean Time, it hath no! 
been given to them, whooppoſcd us, and partied and 
patronized them, in that Hour and Power of Dartneſi 
to proteſt againſt them. (O that it may be yet given 
them!) Next, I appeal to all, to the Conſcience 
of all the Men, who coloured over their Oppoſi 
tion to ſuch, as ſpoke of the Indulgence, as a De 
ſection, with the pleaſant and plauſible Names o 
Healing and Union, whether it had not been ſoſ 
the Credit of the Church, the Intereſt of the Woll 
of God, the Good of the Poſterity, &c. that ſom 
had divided ſo far from theſe Aſſemblers, as to hay 
proteſted againſt them, as no Court of Chit 
and againſt their Concluſions, as the impure Ref 
ſalt of an Eraſtian Cabal, and a letting go of t 


2 valiant contending for the Crown of Chriit, w: 
the Crown and Glory of the Church of Scotlan 
in the Sight of all the Churches; but the Cromn 


fall 
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en from our Head, and yet we are far from ſay- 


— 18; Wo unto us that we have ſinned.) If they will de- 
bis, then let them ſpeak out, that we may 
7 o them, ſor what their Speech will bewray them 
> be: If they grant it; then all we may Ny, 


gde me of Day, bow ſo? We may ſob out, Oh! and 

Ss! that this was ſo long in coming, in Order 
the preventing ſuch a Miſchief ! Alice, that they 
d not ſo Tong ago! and where was it ay till now ? ' 


ters 


But 


— bwever, now let rhem fee to it. As tis Matter 
By Wi Sorrow to us all; fo, in a peculiar manner, it 
Jed make their Souls (ad, while they ſee where: 


ic Pleadings for, and Patrociny of theſe Men, 
ho imbraced the Firſt Indulgence, afier all its 
ker funeſt and deplorable Fﬀicct-, have landed 
e Bulk of the poor Part at lait, who laid ſome 
am to Integrity, as Non-conformiits: And 
, if they will ſhut their Eyes, and will not 
it, and fo obſerve it, 4s to roll away their Re- 
ich by Repentance, and by a plain, and open 
owning the Men of this Defection, God, and 
od Men will lay it to their Charge, and lodge 
e Guilt of what is done with them, and lay it 
wn and leave it at he Door of their Conſcience ; 
t not having timouſly prevented this Miſchief, 
diſowning the Firſf Indulgence, as a Defection; 
„ for treating their poor Brethren, as Enemies, 
o durſt not forbear, in contending with the In- 
uleed, to incur the Hatred and Oppoſition of 
Weir Brethien ; that fo hey might approve theme 
hes faithful to Chriſt, their Lord and Maſter, no 
s wronged and wounded by the Comics and 
utrivanees of ſuch, who made1 ri c11 Work to 
nciliat Reipect to the Indulgence, uuder Colour of 
ading for the Indulged, than by the Indulged 
: 7 Wl = thee 
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322 Another of ms Letters 
themſelves, who gave the Riſe by their Deed | 
our Chriſt-exauctorating Supremacy. And 1 m 
* cloſe this, by ſaying, that Apologies, without R 
pentance, and a plain dilowning of the Men 
theſe Practices, will be fo far from, rolling ay 
their Reproach, that, as they wil! provoke our Ly 
more thereby, whoſe Interett is now ma niſeſtiy b 
trayed into the Hand oſ the Uſurper of his Thron 
t ſo, it will incenſe into an Indignation all, wi 
1 whom Love and Loyalty io Chriſt are iu a 
! Vigour. 

In all this, my dear Friend and Brother, I dn 
at theſe Things ſhortly, in Reference to your ie 
} and other ſerious Profeſſors, If. Be much wi 
| God in ſuch a gauding Time; give thy Hand 
| Him, as a Guide; Pray with ail manner of Dr; 
and Supplication, for Light and Direction to yo 
ſelf and Brethren from him, who is given fox 
| Leader unto the People; now, when it is ſo evidet 
h that the Sun is gone down upon many of the P 
phets. 24h, Let all of us conſider, that we 
be humble, what is that Iniquity, whereby we k 
provoked the Lord, both to leave theſe Men to 
this great Evil, and others to ſuch a Faintnels, 
there was none found of that Feryour and Fide 
ty, as to have proteſted againſt them. Alas! mi 
we lay, V/here is the Lord God of Nr ? Wbere 


the Heroick Spirit, that, in the like Caſes, acted t A 
faithful Miniſters of Scotland, famous for their Ld + 


alty to Chriſt in their ſucceſſive Generations? Ai 

I imagine, I bear you tay, Alas! my dear Pali — 
the fixed, faithful and famous Gatbrie, is gif 
whole zealous Sou! could not have born ſuch 
Afftont put upon his Lord. And by the way 
muſt ſay, that as the belt of our Synods ( tor 
m 


anent the Meeting of Miniſters, -. 323 


p im as we have made it to this Day) are jultly 
mergeable with the Blood of that renowned Mar- 
"yy r (who died allenarly upon the Head of his 
 Wrd's Supremacy ) in not owning him in that 
1 our (O indelible Shame ]) So God hath left 
Ay tele Aſſemblers, as a juſt Puniſhment, for deſerting 


at Standard- bearer, to do This, which is a plain 


en F palpable Relinquiſhing, Diſowning and Con- 
1 mung of his Cauie. But, beſides the Sufferings 


{many other renowned Worthies, his Blood, ſhed 
that City, to ſeal his Teſtimony, his Bones, bis 
ad ſtandiug upon the Ports of that City, where 
key met, are crying for 2 Vengeance on their Con- 
lions, But, which is infinitly more, the precious 
rod of Chriſt, whereby he hath purchaſed his 


4 & own and Sceptre, criesfor it, and as it cries a- 
br Int the Uſurper himſelf, ſo it crys againſt this 
vide ule Compliance. 34h, Ye would uſe a timous, 
he btul Freedom with tuch Miniſters, as have not 
my alongſt with the reſt, in remonſtrating unto 


km, That, as you cannot own this Meeting, as 


* Court of Chriſt; but, if called before them, 
nels, old either judge your elf, out of Loyalty to the 
fia ed Prince, called not to appear; Or, only cal- 


Ito appear to proteſt againſt them and ditown. 


WM, as an Eraſtian Synagogne ; So, ye will look 
be. jon it, as a great Untaithfulneſs in them, if you 


we not them to go before you, in Oppoſing and 
teſting againſt theſe Meetings: And you have 
els to bind this upon not a fe of them now, as 
ndiſpenſible Duty, not only from theirRelation, 
Ainbaſſzdors for Chriſt, who either now, or ne- 
„rte to play the Men: But allo becauſe, by the 
 / forf@itenance and Encouragement they have given 
It 2 the 
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324 Another of his Letters 
the Men of this Practiee, they have been emboldn Mi 
to this Fr.nk now. , an 

athly, Ye would he now poſitive, plain arMtc: 


peremptory with ſuch Minifters, (for now it MU 


high Time to ſay to our Archippuſes ( alas ! MW 
ſhould have been ſooner ſaid) Take Heed ta the H. 
nifiry, which ye have received from the Lord, than: 
fulfil ite) That they would not dally any more Nu. 


ſuch a clamant Exigent, or think of putting off Hi 
Matter, by inveuting lome new Expedients, (un 
fatal to the Cauſe have our unhappy and unh 


lowed Expedients been!) and 1magine therehy 
plealc and pacify his wounded and weeping be 
ple, by telling them Stories of Union and Heal 
an putting this in ſome noval Dreſs; and pt 
{wading how neecffiry it is for Miniſters and Pe 
ple 'orh, fo 10 move in this Afteir, and mana 
their Oops ſi ion to this Meeting, as the Diviſi 
among the Nur onformine Party may not gre 
greater, For, Fut, They have now forfeit all i 
terett in, and Right to that Name, and the Thi 
thereby underitocd ; ſo that it is as great an Ab 
of Language and Truth too, to call then hencefo 
Non-conformiſts, 28 it is to call the Curates 
2dly, B:cauſ: we have woful Experience of w 
Courles have been carried on, and countenanWac 
under the Name and Notion of Union. NoWud 
let them conſider it, now let them ſee it, and ci. 
rowover it : For theſe Courſes coloured over Id. 
this amiable Name (O amiable indeed! if e t 
Thing anſwered the Name.) will be the Lame: 
tation and Deteſtation of Poſterity, So that in uu 
preſent Cauſe, we muſt not be pleaſed, or put of 
with the Buskry, or Bravery of Words, when g &- 
Thing it (elf is Joſt and let go, which give i ti 
0! 
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lan Words their right Accent, Sound and Sweetneſs, 
nd makes them differ really, and not only in Let- 
| arfiters, from a Conſpiracy. 34h, It they will tudy 
it Umon ( as, who ought not?) will they let it be a- 
as Mnong(t the Remnant, wh have + brared Mercy to 
be lnithRtand thete Courics of Detecuun ? Aud herein 
thaMnay they expcct to be counterai ed of tie Lord, 
ore Mind to have ite Concurience of + People : But, 
off ti the Thing ph tned ue loch 1 Umon, as they 
„(ad theſe Aſſ. mblers may be nll, as they have been, 
unh mite in oppoſing, contradicting, yea and reproachs 
reby Wing tuch, as durſ no, fo Fear of the Almighty, 
1 Pelfervear to give their Te imo by Word, or Writ, 
JealinWboth agaĩ uſt the I:11quiy of the Indelgence, and a- 
id pMvinſt theſe Couries, to unte upon this Head, then 
1d Fey but create new Diviſion, and make the old 
nan:Mincurable. For, I hope the Lord will not leave 
iyi me ſo far, as to be frighted fo, even by a new Com- 
It grofſWination, from teliify1ng privately and publickly, 
all Ws they can, and it ſhall be given them, not on] 
e Thi eainſt all the former Courſes; but alſo — 
n Abi new Courſe of Soudering and Cementing after 
nceforfithe old Manner, if that ſhould be fallen upon. Be 
ates uin therefore, I ſay, and poſitive with them, in 
of wiftowing them your own Mind (For, I am per- 
enanqaded, in this Matter, you and I do not differ.) 
NoWud the Mind of other gracious, tender and conſci- 
and (kcious Perſons, That, as they would tranſmit pure 
ver Wiſpidinances to the Potterity 5 as they would keep 
ifi the Series of Teſtimonies againſt the Defection; 
Lame they would put themſelves in Cafe to edify the 
at in (Wurch ; as they would be true Healers indeed, 
put q not Daubers ; as they would deſerve the Name 
when WW Epairers of our Breaches by heit Unions; and 
yes ia ticy would obtain the Teſtimony of God and 
Wo: Man, 


Truch for its Foundation, and will have Righte 


326 Another of his Letters 
Man, that they had done valiantly, and acquit 
themſelves as the good Soldiers of Jeſus Chrif 
Then let them, without more Delay, or Demur 
join in a Proteſtation againſt this Meeting, calling 
it felt an Aſſembly ; and let them declare plain 

againſt the former Inda'gence; For, now ttis hig 
Time, atter all thoſe, its Church and Remnant-ry 
ming Effects, and after all the manifeſt Declarati- 
ons God hath given againſt it: And let theſe be 
countenanced, and encouraged and concurred with 
in carrying on the Work of the Lord, whohave not 
owned, nor durſt not own the former [Indulgence 
neither will they, nor dare they own this new Cw 
Model: That ſo the ſerious People and Servantso 
the Lord, may be of one Soul and Way, 1n following 
Him, and the Duties of the Day, without turning 
to the right Hand, or to the Left. This is that 
bleſſed Union (worn out of Faſhion.) which hat 


ouſneſs, Peace and ſoy, in the mid of all Troubles 
for its Attendants and inſeparable Companions, 

5thly, Be much in ſtirring up one another to thi 
Exerciſe of Repentance; be often alone and togeſh, 
ther in ſighing and crying to God, becauſe of thi... 
Heinouſneſs of theſe Defections whereof we are guil 
ty. 6:þly, Let your Countenancing and Encourag 
ing of ſuch, who without Regard of the Hazard 
their Lives from the (tated Ad verſary, or of t 
Hatred of their Brethren, witneſs againſt the 
Courics taken amongſt them; encourage thei t 
go forth, and go forward in Duty; when there a 
ſo many Lions and Leopards in their Way. Buy, 
to cloſe all in this Complex ; 

My dear Brother, excite your ſelf, and ſtit vi 
others, to prepare to meet the Lord. in the wal | 
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under the Character of the Mediator's Ambaſſador 
ſhould have been guilty of ſuch a Deed. Ah! 0 
will he think to appear before Chrilt, or look hi 
in the Face ? And, becauſe they uſe noi to go dow 
Hill alone, it was alſo pleaded, to be Duty to pa 
it by Profeſſors: I fay, when this ( eſs is pleaded 
for to be paid, and that by ſome of theſe very Mi 
niſters, who brought the Souls of th. N; tion unde 


of God, to defend the precious Things, Inize 
and Perſons, ag inſt the Attemptinęs of the Deſtroy 
er, and the Inftruments of his Cruelty, wrh th 
Loſs of both Lives and For uns, 24h, Now whe 
the Enemy hath theie Legions u der Pay, whereb 
they are and have een capacitate, and put in Cz 
to ſhed the Blcod of our rightenus Bretten: An 
there is a Bond tendred to the Pritoners, and uct 
as are to expect the Benefit of this wretched 1 
demnity, whercby, as the condemning of the War 
of our Reformation, as a Courle of Rebellion, e 
clearly required; So, it is expreſly required an er 


ruin and root out ihe whole righteous Rι.]; 
that own Jcſus Chriſt ; yet, they ſhall never mah er 
uſe of their Hands to reſcue their Brethren, that a 
butchered, from the Hands of thete Mens blood 
Cruelty and Deceit. (For this is the Price their gt th 
demnity muſt be purchaſed at, Wo to the Seller, ans 
wo to the Buyer! Theſe are the tender Mercics M 
the Wicked; for the Devil is nor ſuch a Fool, d 
to ſell his Hens in a rainy Day.) And when tr u 
abominal le Bond, the moſt plain and palpable 
Perjuries, is per{waqcd unto, as that which is n 
only lawful, bur i the p ent Circumitances 


ceſſary to be taken 3 and many are hereby ©! 
7 | con 
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Need. The Neceſſity needs not be held forth, or b 
ſet before your Eyes ; for, I know, you not onl 
ſee it, but that your Eye doth aft:& your Hear 
and the Things that you perceive amongſt us thi 
Day, while looked upon, {well your very Soul wit 
Sorrow, and put you in Amazement, to imite upo 
your Thigh. Neither can I, or will I hide it fro 

ou, how much I was refreſhed to hear from yo 
— (who continues to be a Favourer of t 
Du: ot Zion) what a true and juſt Appreheniſoo 
you have of the Courie and Current of the Times 
and with how much Senſe of, and Sorrow for the 
Times, you expreſs your ſelf : My dear Friend, k 
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Hold therefore on ti is Opportunity, when certai M 
ly the Groſneſs of this grievous Defection can ſc; 

he Oblervation of no ſerious Perſon ; and ende: 

vo'r to inform and impreſs other gracious and we 
meaning Perſons with a deep Senſe thereof: F. 
when your ſelt and other ſerious Profeſſors are ſec} 74 
and obſerved to lay it to Heart, and lament over ifÞonal: 
it may provoke Miniſters, to think more ſeriouſſlauter 
on what is their Duty; yea, and your SeriouſneWe:t = 
may animate and encourage them to theſe high anf;nq, 
hazardous Duties of the Day. And I mult tell yo 

if our Defection have a real and effectual Stop put i- x, 
it, I expect it muſt be by the People. Therefore, uno 
and be doing, defer nor, delay not, T he King's B Days 
fineſs requires Haſte; aud you ſhall find you Cha teby o 
ges well born 5 Supportings ſhall keep à plane 
portion with all incident Dangers and DifheultWerior 
you mect with, in theſe your ſingle Eſſayings 1WWeke th 
God ; and hall be ſeconded, as to your felt, wi ot +4 
much Soul Sereniry and Sweetneſs, I had mag del 
Things elie to have ſaid unto you, but I mult bg lud 


oft. It may be you fee my poor Thoughts q - 
a 
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Micting, called an Aſſembly; (which, through his 
Wrengch, I refolve to enlarge) as alſo, that Advice 
Jen unto the Priſoners, I deſire to hear from 
"Wu. You may incloſe yours for me, Within your 
"Wughter's, and direct it co my Wite, I hope you 
|| not take it ill, that I pur you to the Trouble of 
livering the incloſed carefully, with the very firft. 
Wierly remember your Wife and Daughter: My 
e lalutes you and them kindly, Grace, great 
Wie, Hearr-comforring and Hand-(trcugthning 
ee, be wich you, I au, 


My honoured and dear Friend, Your poor 
$ Atti cted well-wiſher, 


. R. MACWaARKD. 
ve | 

F ; | 
* Third Letter by the ſame Auther fo Ar. 


riWonald Cargil or Ar. Richard Cameron, 
ute, End of 1679, or Beginning of 1680. a- 
nee the Reception of the Duke of York in Scot- 
and, November 1679. | 


ur Brother, 
HO' I wrote to you at great Length, a few 


by our Caute is loſt; and how we, by our 
Pyliances with that Party (long ſince ſtated in 
W-lition to the Intereſt of Chriſt, and his People) 
cke the Lord to leave us, and to laſh us by the 
of that Parry, for theſe Religion- rqining and 
u deſtroying Compliances: Yer, a new Neccili- 
reh lud upon me, to write this Line unto you, by 
wi : 


Days ago, my Mind plainly of theſe Courſes, 


._——— 
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the Account I have had of the Solemnity of that Ref all 
ception, deereed for the Duke of Vr in Scotland, 
Brother, I cannot hide it from you, that I woul 
have heen leſs troubled if I had heard that he ha 
marched down to Scotland with an Army, mad 
up of his Engliſh, French and Iriſh Papiſis, and a 
the Men of that Kidney, Soul and Complexion 
which are aſſociate, Pſal. 83. to burn, ſlay and de 
ſtroy that poor Church and Nation; becauſe of thei 
declared Deteltation at his Abominations and Idol 
try, to the Erection whereof he reſolves to facrih 
the Lives of all the Lovers of our Lord jeſus Chriſt 
in the three Kingdoms, and of the Patriots of thei 
Country; who witneſs that they cannot out-liy 
the Departing of the Glory, nor give up the Inte 
reſt ot Chriſt, together with the Liberty of the Na 
tion, to the Luſt of ſo publickly declared an Ene 
my to both ; Than to have heard, that by this very 
Deed, we have declared oui abominable Baſeneſs, 1 
f the Sight of God, Angels and Men. Alas, whithe 
have we not cauſed our Shame to go! Alas ! yh 
3s the Lord God of Elijah? Oh! where is the Spi 
of our noble Anceltors, Zealous for the Lord God 
Hits? Alas! Where are our Knoxes, who faid 
that one Maſs was more fearful to him, than 
Ten thouſand armed Enemies were landed in 
Part of the Nation, on Purpoſe to ſuppreſs tl 
whole Religion, All that made us famous and 10 
nowned among 'the Nations, was our Love an 
Loyalty to jeſus Chritt ; our former Faithfulne 
and Fixeadnets in his Cauſe ; our Feryour, in oppe 
ſing of Kings, when they did but in Oblique (eve 
when they durlt not do it in refto ) ſhow Favo 
to che Popiſh Party: and that was that rich an 
radiant Diadem, which made us a Renown ame 
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ill the Churches of Chriſt, and gave us the Name 
of his Philadelphiæ; but now, by this bate, this a- 
hominable Deca, in che Sight of all the Nations, that 
beautitul Crown is fallen from ow Head. I ſhall not 
trouble you with the Stories of all that Hexrour, 
Hatred and Shaking ct Head, wherewith this Ac- 


A count is intertained abroad, amongit all that are fo 


much Chriſtians, as ro give the zutt Preference to Re- 
ligion ; or fo much Men, aa to love the Libercy of 
their Nation; and would rather die in the Quar- 
iel, ere they ſaw and ſuffered themſelves to be robbed 
of that only precious Treaſure of Religion; and to- 
gether with that, to outhve the Loſs of their Liber- 
ty; and fo only to live, to breathe, as Beaſts, under 

Yoke of Antichriſtian Bondage; and at length 
breathe out their miſerable Lives, under the Bitter- 
neſs, Anguiſh and Agony, ariſing from the Reproach- 


| ings of their own Conſcience; that they had been 


lo much Beaſts, as to entail Slavery on their Poſteri- 
ty; and ſo go to the Grave, as the molt nuſerable 
Catives, under the Curſe of the Children not yer 
born, Nor ſhall I intertain you with the Account 
of that juſt Diſcountenance and Diſreſpect, where- 
with he was entertained in the united Provinces; 
Where he might have preſumed and promiſed him- 
ſelf a great and predominant Reſpect ; in fo much 
as, all the Time he was there, the People were ſo 
mecenſed at him, as an Enemy to pure Religion and 
true Liberty, that his Name was not fo much as 
put in the publick Courants; left, if it had,buth Pens 
and Tongues had taken a juſt Liberty, and Freedom, 
to regrate his having ſo muchCountenance orRegard, 

And, by the Way, what may the united Provin- 
ces think of us? when their Courants ſhali be filled, 
with the Storics of this folemn and ſumptuous Re- 


ception 
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ception, appointed for welcoming ſuch a declared 
Enemy to Religion and Liberty ; as if he were, for 
his Aflection to both, the very Darling and Delight 
of the Nation ? Sure, they will bleſs themſelves 
that they are not yet degenerate ſo far as we are; 
who, in this, ſeem to have forgotten we have Souls, 
and are ſo much Beaſts, as, with the Faces of Men, 
we can bow our Neck to the Yoke of Bondage, and 
glory in being ſo baſe. But it concerns us much 
more to think, and ſeriouſly to weigh, what Eng- 
land will judge of the Solemnity of this Reception; 
when, from the one End of that Nation, to the o- 
ther, their publick Gazzetes ſhall ſet before their 
Eyes, our Shame, and the Matter of their Grief and 
Sorrow, Will they look upon us, as the Suceeſſors 
of theſe, who ſo contended for Truth, againſt Queen 
Mary, of unhappy Memory? Where are our Wor- 
thies, who publickly profeſſed, that without the 
Word, truly preached, and the Sacraments rightly 
adminiſtrate, they would never be ſubject to any 
mortal Man 2 Will they, or can they look upon 
us, as the Perſons, or Poſterity of theſe, who ven- 
tured the whole Intereſt of the Nation (if thereby 
they could but engage Eng land into a Solemn League 
and Covenant) for the Defence of true Religion and 
jult Liberty, when thele wicked Deſigns, to over- 
throw both, were more latent, and the Enemy to 
both durſt not yet take oft the Mask? You may re- 
member, how the Parliament of England, even as 
then canſtitute, look d upon our Religion-betraying 
and Heaven-daring Sypremacy, together with our 
Thouſands of armed Men, offered to be at his'Ma- 
jeſty's Service, as a plain and palpable putting Pow- 
er in the King's Hands, to mould Religion, as he, 


in his royal Wiſdom, ſam fit ; and if he judged * 
| 15 
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tis Intereſt to introduc? Popery, then our Legions 
hould be in a Readineſs, even to burcher our Co- 
enanted Brethren in England, if they withſtood it. 
Ifay, This was plainly diſcovered, to be the Deſign 
ftheſe Two Acts, (the perperual Intamy and Re- 
moach of our Nation, and a Brand of Perjury upon 
ws, as treacherous both to God and Man, to jeſus 

IChrift and his Interelt, to the preſent Generation, 


nd to Polterity ; ) by that Parliament; and they 


gre Wiſe Men, and read both the Acts right, in un- 
lrftanding them ſo. But yet many amongſt them 
bokt upon theſe, as the cunning Artifices, and O- 
redrivings of the Court- faction: And that Lau- 
krdale, the Inſtrument of theſe, with many moe 
Miſchiefs (all of a Pieck) had wheedled, or ſur- 
ſed the Repreſentatives of the Nation, into 
new not what: Judging, that if the Wickedneſs 
his Deſigns, and theſe Court-contrivances, had 
ken plainly underſtood to be carried on thereby, 
hey would have had ſo much Senſe, and Reſpect to 
ommon Honeſty, tho' they had laid aſide all Re- 
ect to Religion, as not to have appeared the v 
wes of that Inſtrument, who hath made himſe 
nfamouſly famous, by undermining, and betray- 
bg, and facrificing the Intereſt of Religion and Li- 
ky, in all the Three Kingdoms, to the Court's 
t: For which Batcncts he is che Abomination of 
ll Men, who have any Senſe of Religion, or whoſe 
bul cannot bear the Yoke of Slavery, I fay, The 
bore Underſtanding in that Parliament ſeemed to be 
ling to look upon the Bulk of our Nation, and 
at Parliament, as to the Pluxality of its conſtitu- 
at Members, as ignorant (in Regard of their Re- 
oteneſs from the Knowledge of, Court- contrivan- 
rs) of all cheſe helliſh and horrid Actings and 
3 IN Hatch- 
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Hatchings, towhic': theſe Decreeings hecame ſub- fide 
ſervient. But, . 
Brother, I pray, What (hall theſe true Patriots, 
who then withſtood the Court-contrivances, while 
under ſo many Diſadvantages, now think of us? 
What ſhall theſe Nobles, who with ſo much Greats 
— and Grandure of Spirit, did not only own the 
roteitant Religion ( while they ſaw the Deſign dif» 
covered of deſtroying it) by diſplay ing openly a 
Banner for Truth, in Face of Parliament; but were 
pleated, in a high, heroick Freedom, which will Tia 
make them famous to Poſterity, to concem them» Yui 
ſelves, even in the Preſervation thereof in Scotland 
France and Ireland, as — as in England ? I need 
not recite any Part of that” memorable Diſcourſe, Tn 
wherein the Noble Speaker * carried rather as an 
Ambaſſador of Jeſus Chriſt, than a Srates-man, calt ele 

in the Mould of carnal Court Politicians of this de & 
clining Time. You may remember he took the ful: 
Riſe of his pertinent and nervous Ditcourſe from f 
Cant. viii. 8, 9. And of this I ſay no more. To re- 

turn therefore, I (ay, What Judgment (hall they & 
give of us ? Nai 
But further, What (hal! the Members of the fol- ati 
lowing Parliament, who, upon the clear Diſcovery Tr 
of this helliſh Plot againſt the reformed Religion, & 
With a Zeal becoming the Merit of the Cauſe, and i 
anſwering their Greatneſs of Spirit, in diſdaining to 
be the Vaſſals of thoſe, who were inebriate into a 
Baſeneſs, to become Slaves to the Romiſh Whore, andFhrac 
drunk with the Cup of her Abominations, as Men 
| under - 
2 2 _*a P 
The Earl of Shaftc>ery, in his Speech to the Houſeol! ul; 
Lords, March 2.4. 1679. Wodrow's Hift; Vol. ad. P. 22. ig· l : 
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lerftanding, both what the Intereſt of their Reli- 
n, and their Country required q vere not afraid, 
riots, Irhich will be their honourable Memorial in all 
rhile Feeding Generations) to declare ſuch a Perſon, 
us? Never, if Cetera had been Paria, the preſumptive 
reat· Thr of the Crown, a Perſon incapable for his de- 
n the ed Enmity to true Religion and Liberty, and his 
1 dif ug the Head, which gave Life and Motion to all 
ily a ſe bloody and barbarous Deſigns, to ſucceed in 
were & Government, or to wear the Imperial Crown of 
will Nan, which he had antecedently ſubjected te the 
hem» Ji Beaſt, or Biſhop, Words of the {ame Senſe and 
land; und ? What will theſe, I ſay, be tempted to think 
cur courtitig a Perſon, declared by them, as moſt 
Ierous and pernicious to all Intereſts? What 
ul thefe noble Patriots, who, in Purſuance of this 
de Deſign, when (by a Court and Popiſh Arti- 
r) that Parliament, who had witneſkd ſo much 
Alantry, was diſſolved; yet, abode fixed and for- 
ud, and could neither be flattered, nor frowned 
t of their Integrity, are hereby reffected upon; 
z and condemned? The new Parliament, by the 
aid Artifice, being prorogued : Wherein the 
ion is mocked, and made a Laughing- ſtock, and 
very iſion to the Popiſh Party, as having the Aſeen- 
zion, nt at Court, Theſe worthy Patriots, theſe great 
and i honourable Members, who could neither be o- 
1g to come ita a baſe Compliance with this abomina- 
to a Deed, nor yet into a Silence at it, are publickly 
and Agraced, and robbed of the richeſt Garland, and 
Men alt glorious and gliſtering Diadem they were ca- 
der · le of upon Earth, And thereafter ſuch, who had 
$a Part complied with this Deed, yet perceiving 
AI plainly and palpably all Things now empty 
| in-Femſelyes into the Popiſh Channely Which as a 
* Xx | Deluge, 
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338 Reception of a Popiſh Prince, 
Deluge, is like forthwith to overflow the Natior 
and carry down with its impetuous Current, bo fou 
the Interclt ot Religion, aud of the Nation; judgeſÞ®)) a 
it high Time to withdraw from a Council of the$tt 
Contrivances, and to be excuted from AttendaneÞ**'© 
where Oppoſition can be of no Advantage: An 
their Pretence might give Jealouſy, that either the 
Had becn ſo little Men, as not to obſerve theſe de 
parate Deſigns, or ſo little Chriſtians, or Country 
men, as obſerving them, not to withſtand them, 8 
lay, What ſhall all rhete think, when the declared 
Head of this Conſpiracy, thus diſgraced and di 
countenanced by thele noble Spirits, profeſſedly per 
fiſting in theſe his Courſes, is, while in the Heat 0 
thele his miſehie vous Contrivances, with ſo mud 
Solemnity, ſo many Signs of Joy, ſo much mat 


Mirth and Gladnets, with. his idolatrous Crew, Nb 
ceived and welcomed, 11 a Land, engaged folemnlf * 
to God, never to {utter ſuch Abominables, or Abo * 


minations to be amongſt them ? Ir is eaſy for you 
dear Brocher, to judge, what they muſt, and wil 
ſay of us, It may be, they will find Names for it 
Bur, I profeſs, I can find none expreſſive of its Na 
ture. But beſides, theie high, heroick and effectual 
Inter poſiuigs of the high Courts of Parliament, and 
of theſe great, and truly noble Perſons, to defeatif 
the deſparate Court and Popiſh Deſigns, or (I had 
almolt ſaid, and no Matter if F had, ſince tis truth) 
the Deſign of a Popiſh Court; what will the Gene- 
rality of the more ſober People of England ( whof neo 
have Popery, and the Yoke of Slavery ready to be kei 
wieathed abou: their Neck) judge of us? What beſ 
will che famous and r:..0wned City of London thinkFuP 
ot this R eth io - w.*n their Artillery Company heit 
hereot the Duke is Captain, or Coloncl, call him, 7 

55 as Male! 
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you will, was fo diſowned, diſcountenanced, and 
Ey affronted by them; in a general Diſdain to be 
ent at the Intzrtainment of a Perſon of ſuch 
ices, Whoſe wicked Deſigns ( as to the Over- 
Arrow of Religion and Liberty) had made him the 
R$ Indignation bf all Perſons, who would not be- 
y this ſad Secret, that they had neither Souls caſt 
o the Mould of Religion, nor any Senſe of true 
our. What may all theſe judge us to be? Real- 
tere 1 am again at a Loſs, to expreſs; and leave it 
te Mul itude, who in the open Streets of Lond- 
while he was returning from that Entertain- 
t, cried out, No Pip1ſh Succeſſor, nor French Fa- 
ite. a 
Now, Brother, If you would know what I in- 
nd by all this; I ſhall ſhortly tell you: You ſee 
Matters tand, and how the whole Nation is 
kdy to be lookt upon, as a Company of poor, baſe, 
znerate Souls, having neither Regard to Religion, 
18 any Reſpect to the Liberty of the Nation; but 
1 miſerable Company, who by this fooliſh Fro- 
have declared to the World, tow eaſy it is for 
declared Enemy to Jeſus Chriſt and his Inte- 
the Limb and Initrutnent of Antichriſt, toconr- 
Ind their Service and Aſſiſtance, in all theſe his 
Fcked and bloody Deſigns : And therefore, to pre- 
t this, I would have you forthwith, without any 


ne of your more zealous and ſerious Brethren, and 
Mken them unto the due and deep Conſideration 
beſe Things ; that they and you may exeite, and 
up the People to give ſuch a preſent Signification 
$their Hatred at, and Abhorrence of this Deed, as 
let the World, which may be filled with the 
Hale of this Reception, hear alſo, that there are 
N 4222 Pers 
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her Demur, Procraſtination, or Delay, ſpeak to 


340 Reception of an Fnemy to Religion, | 
Perſons in that Land, of that Love and Loyalty il Dil 
| Chriſt, and of that Regard to Liberty, as they dal hn 
adventure at all Diſadvantages, yea, in the Sight I ers 
Deatb, to give ſuch Significations of their Abhofeff, 
rence of that Deed, as may keep a Proportion wit 
all the Council of Scotland hath decreed and de 
to make his Reception famous, and the Deere 
themſelves infamous, If you ask me, What I woul 
have you, who are private Miniſters and Profeſſo 
do, that can be of any Equivalency, or Significancy 2s 
to counterbalance this Deed ? I anſwer, There Y of 
fomething on your Part, now preſently called for, I the 
indiſpenſible Duty, which may, and certainly wilf lin 
 counterbalance it. | on! 

Firſt, Lou are to lay out your ſelves, by , but 
Means, in informing the People of the Guilt of: bet 
Practice, and what a plain and prodigious Breach @ wh 
Covenant with God and Man is in it; thus to ei anc 
tertain, and treat with ſo much Honour the Perlogg anc 
who is a ſworn Enemy to that Reformation, hic; the 
we ftand fo ſolemnly engaged to maintain; partiafy He 
larly againſt fuch Enemies, as now he declares hin the 
{elf to be. 50 

2dly, I would have you call all the Godly, in i i. 
the ſeveral Corners of the Nation, to keep a Day a j1 
ſolemn, publick Humiliation, as upon other Caulf geſ 
and Accounts, ſo, particularly at this Time, up wh 
this Account, That an Idolater, while breathing cot 
Blood, and in the Height of his Enmity and Heat ꝗ an 
his deſparate Contrivings and Drivings, how 
raze and root out Religion, and mancipar into 4 
miſh Slavery the Three Nations, was with ſo muc 
Solemnity and Ceremony welcomed, in ſuch a 
pacity (as the preſumptive Heir of the Crown) it 
2 Land cngaged, under the Penalty of urin ha 
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alty i Diſpleaſure of God Almighty, to extirpate theſe A- 
v dal hominations, and bring all the Contrivers a, d Carri- 
dht ers- on of theſe Deſigns, ſrom the Hig he3 to the Loy- 
, without Exception, to condign Funiſiment: For, 
I this is all now that our Covenant to God engages 
us to, in Reference to Tyrants and Treachers, as we 
our ſelves would eicape the Curic ; as 1 rope, by m 
next, to evince unto yoa: Aud to preierve a 
theſe our precious aa (now agsreſſed by him, 
is Head of theſe Men of Miſchief) with the Loſs 
of Lives and Fortunes. And, as a ſecond Branch of 
for, ¶ the Cauſe of this Faſt, the grievous du, of not cal- 
y wilf ling to publick Mourning ſooner ; whicu it was not 
only evident there hath been, and is a Popith Plot; 
but that the Enemy hath been much encouraged, by 
beholding ſuch an unchriſtian Unconcernedneſs, 
g while Antichriſt was in our Sight preparing his black 
and bloody Legions, to go forward in their Deſigns, 
and to facrifice the Lives of all ( who withitood 
ic them) to the Luſt of theſe Furies, tet on Fire of 
Hell. But leaving you to ſubdivide and branch out 
inf the Cauſes of this publick Humiliation, accord ing as 
you ſee Reaſon, and according as Religion it ſelf per- 
in a twades ; and to aggrege the Guilt of this Deed, to 
q a jult Hainouſneſs ; both from what is already iug- 
geſted, and what will certainly occur to your ſelf, 
when you ſet your ſelf ſeriouſſy before the Lord, to 
conſider it, in its due Dimenſions, that your {elf, 
and the ſerious Seekers of God in the Nation, may 
ſorrow over it. | 

I ſhall come, in the Next Place, to hint ſome re- 
J markable Advantages, that the preſent ſetting about 
this Duty (for now is the very Seaſon of it) will 
certainly be accompanied with: And that wich 
chailengeth the firſt Place in the Roll of all ſuch 


Rec- 
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Reckonings, and is One for all, or all are com: 
prized in this One, is, 1, The Declarative Glory 


of God in the World, his Intereſt, and the Prefer 
vation thereof from this Deſtroyer and the Men of 
his Conſpiracy : As it makes it indiſpenſible Duty, 
ſo it depends upon this All, as a proper Mean: 
For, if we would have Him ariſe and publickly ? 
plead his own Cauſe then · let us ( as eaten up with * 
the Zeal of his Houſe and Glory ) weep upon him, 


and witneſs our Abhorrence of this Deed, whereby 


the Deſtroyer of his Houſe (While declaredly ſuch,) * 
is ſo welcomed; and the Darkner of our Lord's de- 
clarative Glory, while going about to rob us of 


the Light of the glorious Goſpel, hath Honour thus 


heaped upon him; inſtead of theſe juſt Significations * 
.of our Horrour and Hatred ar the Wickedneſs of 
his Deſigns, and the due Diſcountenance, we ought ® 
to have put upon the Head of Antichriſt's Fayourites 
and Followers, | 
2dly, Hence, it will appear, that we are in Part 
yet tender of the Oath of God; and that weareſuch J,,; 
as have ſome Fear of an Oath, and do remember how *' 
our Souls are ſtill bound by that ſacred Tye; yea, 
indiſſolvibly bound either to the Performance f 
what we vowed to God; or to the Curſe there- 


of. Now therefore, when we ſee what our Coun- 


eil have done, and what a Contradiction this is to 
our Oath ; What remains for us to do? but to 
call to publick Weeping for a Deed (declarative in 


its loweſt Import) of high Treachery againſt God, 
and horrible Breach of Covenant ; and a Deed that 
will expoſe us unto the Ire and Indignation of God 


Almighty, if the Duty perſwaded unto be not in it? 
Seaſon ſet about; and that is preſently. Hence 
R 30 80 
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24ly, So long as there is publick and profeſled 


Wurning for this, it will nor be reckoned the Deed 


el the Church and Nation; but will give us Con- 


dence, to ſay before our God, that we prefer Zion 


I» our cbiefeſt Foy ; when they, who are carrying us 4- 


ig captive, are requiring of ut 4 Song, and they, who 

we laying us waſte, require of us Mirth ; if inſtead of 
dancing, as they Pipe, or joyning with them in theſe 
Ieir fooliſh and fatal Sulemmitics, we 1% ajide · our 
"Harps, and pour out our Hearts, like Water, before the 
face of the moſt High ; if our He affect our Heart, to 


Abe the Glory ſo far departed, as the Driver of theſe 


Deſigns is honoured amongſt us; whereby he is 
urdned in his Wiekedneſs, and heartned to pro- 
gerd from Evil to Worſe. O let our Tears, let the 


zleedings of our Souls, let the Dropping out of our 


Moifture at our Eyes, for what we fee and hear, 
Ave us Confidence to ſay before our God, that 
ur Souls hate rhe Way of ſuch, as turn aſide 10 theſe 

noked Paths, And while there appears a Party 
bus pleading publickly with God, and proteſting a- 
Izinft the Wiekedneſs of this bachſliding Time, it 
Jannot be, nay, he will net rcckon it, the Revolt of 
Jihe whole Church and Nat on: Whereas now, if 
Ine do not call to Weeping and Mourning, if there 
e not a What of Indignaiion, Fear, Zeal, Revenge, 

de. How ſhal) we be tuund cle in this: Matter? 


37 
oe | 


Jour ſelves thereby in che Sin a d Reproach ; and 
Apoſing our ſelves to the R.veiige and Curſe, 
* it will be purtued. 

| Fowrthly, As this will clear us, and give us Con- 
Mdence before our God, to lay, Ow Hearts are not 
ned back, neither have w. dealt falſely in thy Cove- 
unt: So, When the Churches abroad thall hear of it, 
| | IL 


1 


| 


{or how ſhall we not be renue guilty ? uwolving 
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it will be our Clearing with them, and give ſuch of 


them. ( as concern themſelyes#n the Intereſt of Chriſt) T 


Coufidence to pray for us, and to lift up their Hears | 


wit h their Hands unto Godin the Heavens, for pręven- 


ting the woful Day, that ſuch a Countenance giyen 


- unto, and ſuch an Encouragement, and Reſpect put 
upon the known and (tated Enemy to Chriſt and 
his Church; even while plorting and projecting her 
Ruin, and going about Methods and Means, how F 
to bring his wieked Devices to paſs, and make him- # 
ſelf ftrong; tor tha: Deed doth not only preſage aud 


prognoſticate, bur alſo procure, 


But more particularly; hereby, Firſt, we clear our | 


ſelves to our Brethren in England, yea and endear + 


our felves to them: For Hrſt, we append by this 


Deed our Teſtimony to, and Approbacion of all 


their juit, their Noble and Heroick . Expreſſions of 0 


Diſreſpect put upon the ſaid Duke; particularly 
their declared Retolution to cut him off by Law, 
from the Succeſſion to the Crown; Next, We 


ſtrengthen the Hands, and comfort and confirm the 


Hearts of ſuch as have already entred the Lifts; 
and do all, that is in our Power, to eſtabliſn unto the 
End theſe notable Contenders with, and Noble Op- 
poſers of the Popiſh Deſigns, in theſe their generous | 
and Juſt Reſentings : while, for this their gallant | 


and glorious Oppoſition, they not only fall under! 
the Diſcountenancings and Diſcreditings of the 


Court; but allo are expoſed to the keen Cruelties of 


bloody Emiſſaries; and fo may, if not owned and 
ſupported by us, be fainted in the Conflict. 34), 


We hereby not only encourage them to ſtand and 


withltand, and — done all, to ſtand in this 
Poſture of declared Oppoſition to the Enemy, 


(While coming in like a Flood ) but we do ite 
5 | wile 
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iſe all that is in our Power to procure their 


18 llcty, and prevent their fürtber Hazard from the 
* kts of tlie Fury of tis Fiery Enemy, againſt 
reven- om tliey are engaged: For hereby it thall ap- 


ar, that as the thedding of our Tears before 
God, ipeaks our real Sorrow, Shame and Con- 
uon, becaule of the hateful and horrid Com- 
18 her f ce to thele deſperate Courſes, taken to deſtioy 
how clision, aud all who will own it, in this irreli- 
him- Pous Reception of its Enemy; ſo, it will givc 
e ang Hound of Aſſurance, that upon a Cavſe rightly 
red, we will not decline, the Shedding of our 
our $ood with and for ſuch, as have or ſhall play the 
Men for their God, and ours. Hence, 4thly, The 
this Flowing Engliſh Parliament will be hereby much 
of all Jcouraged to perſiſt, in proſecuting, what the 
is of ſregoing had fo nobly enterpriled, and begun; 
{when they were ſirſt prorogued, and then diſ- 
Jblved, for falling upon ſo proper an Expedient, 
nd powerful for preventing the deſigned Deſtructi- 
m of Religion, and the Nation ;) as Men of the 
ume Senſe, of the ſame Soul and Spirit with them; 
bo neither will nor can be Brow-beaten, or baf- 
Jed into a baſe Abandoning of Religion, and 
Jthkeir Country, by ceaſing to purſue ſo {proper a 
Mean, for Preſervation of both, as the ſecluding of 
the Enemies to hoth from the Succeſſion, O miſe- 
able Britain, in thy Kings! when they are inebri- 
ne with the Cup of the Whore's Abominations, 
Jinto a Thirit to Drink the Blood of the Saints, and 
40 of the bef of their Subjects, Let us awake out of 
| Jour Relięion-deſtroying and Country-betraying 
IDotings nd Dreaminzs in Time; and conſider, 
that neitler are they Kings, not are we Subjects in 
my, | Y a 
Ike. the Cate ; But when * become Tytants, and 


vile y pro: 


gixen 
ct put 
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it will be our Clearing with them, and give ſach of | i 


them, (as concern themſelyesn the Intereſt of Chriſſ ) 
Coufidence to pray for us, and to lift up their Hearts 


wit h their Hands unto God in the Heavens, for preven- . 
ting the woful Day, that ſuch a Countenance given 
unto, and ſuch an Encouragement, and Reſpe& put 
upon the known and ſtated Enemy to Chriſt and 
his Church; even while plorting and projecting her . 
Rui, and going about Methods and Means, how e. 
to bring his wicked Devices to paſs, and make him- 
ſelf ftrong; tor that Deed doth not only preſage aud 


prognoſticate, but alſo procure. 


But more particularly; hereby, Firſt, we clear our | 
ſelves to our Brethren in England, yea and endear 
our ſelves to them: For Frft, we append by this 
Deed our Teſtimony to, and Approbacion of all 
their juit, their Noble and Heroick . Expreſſions of 
D iſreſpect put upon the ſaid Duke; particularly 
their declared Retolution to cut him off by Lay, | 


from the Succeſſion to the Crown: Next, we 


ſtrengthen the Hands, and comfort and confirm the 


Hearts of ſuch as have already entred the Lifts; 


and do all, that is in our Power, to eſtabliſn unto the 
End theſe notable Contenders with, and Noble Op- 
poſers of the Popiſh Deſigns, in theie their generous | 
and Juſt Reſentings : while, for this their gallant ! 
and glorious Oppoſirion, they not only fall under 
the Diſcountenancings and Diſcreditings of the 
Court; but allo are expoſed to the keen Cruelties of f. 


bloody Emiſſaries; and fo may, if not owned and 


ſupported by us, be fainted in the Conflict. 340, 
We hereby not only encourage them to ſtand and? 
withltand, and — done all, to ſtand in this 


Poſture of declared Oppoſition to the Enemy, 


( while coming in like a Flood ) but we do =} 
x WI 
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iſe all that is in our Power to procure ther 
Fifty, aud prevent their further Hazard from the 
ts of tlie Fury of this Fiery Enemy, againſt 
hom thiey are engaged: For hereby it {hall ap- 
ar, that as the ſhedding of our Tears before 
Lc God, peaks our real Sorrow, Shame and Con- 
on, becaule of the hateful and horrid Com- 


d ai ce to theſe deſperate Courſes, taken to deſtroy 


Iclision, and all who will own it, in this irreli- 
tous Reception of its Enemy; fo, it will give 
hound of Aſſurance, that upon a Cauſe rightly 
led, we will not decline, the Shedding of our 
good with and for ſuch, as have or ſhall play the 
Men for their God, and ours. Hence, 4thly, The 
Slowing Engliſh Parliament will be hereby much 
acouraged to perſiſt, in proſecuting, what the 


Joregoing had fo nobly enterpriled, and begun; 


when they were fir{t prorogued, and then diſ- 


Jblved, for falling upon ſo proper an Expedient, 


nd powerful for preventing the deſigned Deſtructi- 
n of Religion, and the Nation ;) as Men of the 


ume Senſe, of the ſame Soul and Spirit with them; 
{nbo_neither will nor can be Brow-beaten, or baf+ 
ed into a baſe Abandoning of Religion, and 


heir Country, by ceaſing to purſue ſo {proper a 


Mean, for Preſervation of both, as the ſecluding of 


the Enemies to hoth from the Succeflion, O miſe- 


uble Britain, in thy Kings! when they are inebri- 
ne with the Cup of the Whores Abominations, 


into a Ti:irit to Drink the Blood of the Saints, and 
of the beſſ of their Subjects. Let us awake out of 


Jour Relipion-deſtroying and Country-betraying 
IDotings nd Dreamin as in Time; and conſider, 


that neitiier are they Kings, not are we Subjects in 


Jthe Caſe: But when they become Tytants, and 


y pro: 


and Laughing- lock of the Earth; while all the 
Nations about ſee it, and ſay it, That the Key of 
the Door of the Engliſh Parliament, once the grand 
Terror of Rome, hangs at the Pope's Belt, to open 
and ſhut it, as the Beaſt pleaſcth.) then they would 
be the leſs daunted, or demurred, in a vigorous Pro- 
ſceution of a juſt Oppoſition of all Court-cunning 
and Cotrivances, in order to the Preſervation of 
their Liberty, and in Purſuance, with a juſt Severi- 
ty, of all Popiſh Plo:s, in order to the Preſervation 
of their Religion ; For, let it be ſuppoſed, that the 
Duke ſhould get a Packt Parliament in Scetland, 
or ſomething equivalent to it, we may ſuppoſe 2 
L.auderdeiian Convention Cas, what Miſchief may 
not be expcctet from Men of their Size aud Mould? 
who, by the Complex of this very Entertainment, 
have declared their Defection from the Love of the 
Truth, aud their Readineſs to apoſtatize * 
ro- 


| for ſuch publick Pefiction. 347 
reſts; Bofeſſion thereof.) to dectie ard conclude acc - 


zhe lt Ing to. his Dicto tes; that io be may make uimlelt 
teri- Inudable to the Parliament of E and, aud over- 


ion, them thereby into a baſe Relinq chi „ Fi F 
| our Ftheſe Noble Perſons, now pertecusc yth Counts 
ings ule of their Oppoſitlon to theſe deſperat Deligns 
$ we y driven ; and Mert, into an unworthy Rehn- 
the Ziſhing of that Oppoſition to hi Succeſſion, as the 
ttern ih Truſtee, tonmed into an Addrets by tlie for- 
bt % Parliament, (whereby the Nations about 
a the Altitude of that juſt Height of Soul, 
icrewith a Parliament iu their Circumſtances ſo 
Sing were animate ) While he is cor ſidered by 
m, as now aſlilted, not only with all the Thou- 


and Kids that either this Packt Parliament (a Con- 
t te · Intion of Eſtates _) yea, or this Council ( by a 
librie e from Court ordering it to be done) can make 
the ; Readineſs, to draw Sword in his Quarrel. But 
y of , conſidering that by having ſuch a Power, he 
and Bind will be in a fair Capacity to raiſe, and draw 
open &Þ a Body all that numerous Swarm of Papiſts, 
ould he North of England, Tork-ſhire and Lancaſhire ; 
Pro- Ffereby, conſidering what is the popiſh” Power, 
ning Timber and Readineſs in the South, under the 


n and favourable Aſpect cf the Court, the Par- 
tent may, if they ſhould meet, be 1ndeed frigh- 
or fainted, by this formidable Comunction, 


the o a Relinquiſhing of their Cauſe; and fo, for 
and, nt of Courage, Religion and Liberty, and all 
ſe 2 f is precious to Men (and makes Lite preferable 
may Death) is let go, aud, as to this Generation, is 
uld? Froverably loſt, Whereas ſuch a Deed, as pub- 
cnt, & Humiliation, ſolemnly kept, becauſe of the 
the feption of a Man of thele miſchievous Projects 


the Purpoſes, engaged to the Rowan Intereſts, by 
r, 
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profeſſed Deſtroyers of all our precious Intereſts; Jae 
we are not only at Liberty; but under the highe(t iz | 
Obligation to God, to our ſelves and the Poſteri- Inu 
ty, to preſerve the precious Treaſure of Religion, 
and tranſmit it pure to Poſterity, together with our 
own Lives and Liberty, againſt all the Attemptings 
and Agerciſings of Tyrants: And herein, as we. 
will be accepted of God; ſo we ſet before the 
Eyes of the Pofterity a Noble Example and Pattern Fg 
. Imitation; teaching them, both what they ought 4 | 
to do, in the like Caſe, if it emerge; and what Ty- ik 
rants may expect they will do, if they take ſuch ere 
Meaſures, and follow ſuch Courſes, A 
Hence, 5 hh, If this inſuing Parliament ſhould & 
meet, (and not be by Popiſh Artifice, Tricks and 
Treaſure prorogucd de novo; whereby the moſt re- Gti 
nowned Court in the World is made the Ludibrie 
and Ladahing-Gock of the Earth ; while all the 
Nations about ſee it, and ſay it, That the Key of 
the Door of the Engliſh Parliament, once the grand 
Terror of Rome, hangs at the Pope's Belt, to open 
and ſhut it, as the Beaſt pleaſeth.) then they would 
be the leſs daunted, or demurred, in a vigorous Pro- 
ſeeution of a juſt Oppoſition of all Court-cunning 
and Contrivances, in order to the Preſervation of 
their Liberty, and in Purſuance, with a juſt Severt- 
ty, of all Popiſh Plots, in order to the Preſervation 
of their Religion ; For, let it be ſuppoſed, that the 
Duke ſhould get a Packt Parliament in Scetland, 
or ſomething equivalent to it, we may ſuppole 2 
Lauderdelian Convention (as, what Miſchief may 
not be expected from Men of their Size aud Mould? $ 
who, by the Complex of this very Entertainment, 
have declared their Defection from the Love of the 


P 
Truth, aud their Readineis to apoſtatize ny 1 
2 


— 
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reſts; Fofeſſion thereof.) to decrie and conclude accor- 


zhelt Rig to his Dictoſes; that io be may make himiclt 
teri- Inudable to the Parliament of Eu and, aud over- 
ion, ; them thereby into a baſe Relinq ichi , Fi F 
| our theſe Noble Perſons, now perſecusc y th Courts 


Sui. of their Oppoſition to theſedeſperat Deligns 
u driven ; and Next, into an unworchy Relin- 
hing of that Oppoſition to hi Succeſſion, as the 
ih Truſtee, formed into an Addrets by the for- 
& Parliament, (whereby the Nations about 
k the Altitude of that juſt Height of Soul, 
Serewith a Parliament in their Circumſtances ſo 
ing were animate ) While he is cor ſidtred by 


ould m, as now aſſiſted, not only with all the Thou- 
and Kids that either this Packt Parliament (a Con- 
t re · Intion of Eſtates) yea, or this Council ( by a 
ibrie e from Court ordering it to be done) can make 
| the Ti Readineſs, to draw Sword in his Quarrel, But 
y of Þ, conſidering that by having ſuch a Power, he 
and Rind will be in a fair Capacity to raiſe, and draw 
open &Þ a Body all that numerous Swarm of Papiſts, 
ould Ihe North of England, Tork-ſhire and Lancaſhire ; 
Pro- Fireby, conſidering what is the popiſh” Power, 
ng Simber and Readineſs in the South, under the 


n and favourable Aſpect cf the Court, the Par- 
tent may, if they ſhould meet, be indeed frigh- 


tion Þ, or fainted, by this formidable Conjunction, 
the Þo a Relinquiſhing of their Cauſe; and fo, for 
and, Fit of Courage, Religion and Liberty, and all 
le 2 tis precious to Men (and makes Lite preferable 


Death) is let go, and, as to this Generation, is 
uld? Froverably loſt; Whereas ſuch a Deed, as pub- 
cnt, & Humiliation, ſolemnly kept, becauſe of the 
the Feption of a Man of theie miſchievous Projects 
the f Purpoſes, engaged to the Komen Lutereſts, by 
ro; _=_ the 


348 Advantages of publick Mourning 
the ſtricteſt and ſtrongeſt Obligations, and whoſll 
Malice, againſt ſuch as have ſtood in his Way, ig 
boiled up to the Height of the Implacableneſs of al 
cruel Nature, armed with Power, and ambitiou 
of Renown, Glory and Settlement, in this Way of 
Revenge; would without all peradventuregive them 
an Aſſurance, that a People, who were not aftraid! 
to lift up their Hands to Heaven, and pour fortly 
their Hearts, for the ſolemn. Reception of this Ene m 
my, as a provoking Sin, would neither be aſhamed Fw 
nor afraid to make Uſe of theſe fame very Heartgthc 
and Hands, in aſſiſting them, if Matters come tdihe 
that Extremity ; Nor would they decline, or deMihe 
lay a Coming to the Help of the Lord again ft the Mighibi 
ty: Anda Party, ( who by their Mournings and 
Meltings of Heart, had engazed the Lord God « 
Hoſts to appear for them, and with them, woul: 
be no ſmall Encouragement to a Party who art 
ſo much Chriſtians, as to refound their Safety and 
Succeſs on the Preſence of God with them, and hi ba 
Appearance for them, and againſt their Enemie toc 

Hence, .6:hly, Moreover, upon ſuch a ſolemn Aj 
pearance, our Brethren in England might be pro 
voked, excited and encouraged to ſet about ſuc 
publick and tolemu Hani1liations and Faſtings, i 
order to the Defcating of the Court and Popil 
Deſigns ; and inſtead of theſe popular Shows « 


theirHacred at Rome, and her Hell-black and bloody go 
Avoninations ; (tuch as, Proceſſions, and burnin 

of Peoes, in Effigie ; Wherewith, however the Vulf Re 
gar Sort may be pleaſed ; yet, as God, who calls i m 
to iome other Thing, and - ſome other Way, in off f1: 
tremendous Circumitances,toexpreſs our Hatred q B 
He.sr, at what his Soul hates: So, wiſe and god - 


Mu ( tis like) are not very well pleaſed, mith 


| for publict Defection. 9 
vhoſe ppearance, which hath more of Frolick, than of 
y, is Tbriftian Leal, and Fervour in it.) there might be 
of aſWrokennets and Bleeding of Heart for th! je mani- 
itiousheld, theſe monſtrous Iniquities, ( which, becauſe 
ſay officy are not repenred of, and turned away trom ) 
them e like to provoke Him, 10 gie ap the Beloved of hit 
ſttaid b into the Hand of this wry Enemy. 

forth Ab, Britain! Ah, England ! Ah, London! If thov, 
Ene mnd thy Houſes, and Inhabitants would not be 
amedMurnt into Aſhes y Pa oiſh Fire azid Flame; if 
Heant thou would not be drowned m thy own Blood, 
ne ich ed by the Sword of 1}: 1c Barbars and Burners, let 
r deihe Bleeding of thy Soul be iecn by Hun, who is 
MighFtbis Day looking on tie Heart-exerciſe of every 
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Man, and conſidering who is tepenting of his Wic- 
kedneſs ; And let the Breakings, Burſtings and 
Rendings of the Caul of thy Hearr, in the Remem- 
brance of what thou haſt done, be heard in Heaven. 
Oh! make Haſte! I dare neither hide it, nor hold it 
back, that I fear, as to a national Preſervation, tis 
too late already; tho the Mourners thall not loſe. 
their Tears, they ſhall be put in his Bottle, and written 
in his Book ; They thall be marked, and their only 
valuable and precious Intereſt (hall be 1nfurcd : 
Yea, this alſo ſhall give Aſſurance, that there ſhall 
be a reviving of the Work; the Tears of the fame 
preſage a plentiful Harveſt, (O happy Mourners! 
go Matters as they will.) But to proceed, | 

A 7th Advantage will be, the rolling away a 
Reproach caſt upon your ſelves by tome, who, to 
make themſelves appear innocent in their Mppo- 


in oi fings of you ; becauſe of your Withſtendinęs and 
red 4 Blamings of them, for following of Couries, and 
| goof falling in with them, which did ſubſerve oui Court- 
th a} Contrivarces, aud ſuch Things, which were dis- 


Ar 


honou- 


o Advantages of publick Humiliation, 
honourable to Chriſt ; therefore to make you ſtink 
above Ground, that ſo they might bury you quick 
with common Approbation, and put you out of 
all Credit; that ſo your Contradiction to them, in 
their Courſe, might be contemned; and they coun- 
tenanced in their Career, and encouraged to hold 
on: Some were ſo confident, as to aſſert, you 
were inſtigate and acted by Jeſuits, got in amongſt 
you; whereby a Prejudice againſt the moſt zealous 
and faithful Party in Scotland, was created, and 
fixed in the Minds of many of the Godly in Eng- 
land. I ay, as the Lord hath left of late not a few 
of the Chief of your Oppoſites o do Things, clear- 
ly declarative of their having outlived that Integri- 
ty, which, through Grace, you yei retain; ſo it 
may be ſaid, Of theſe very Men ſhall be left to coun- 
tenance, or encourage to this Reception, or at leaſt 
to connive at it; (for we have (till ſeen one Step 
of Defection draw on another : ) And therefore, 
when it is heard and ſcen, that you not only meurn 
over that Deed, but over your Brother's Silence at 
it, or Encouragings to it: It will then be mani- 
felt, that their calting this Iniquity and Reproach 
upon you, was, becauſe in Wrath they did hate 
you; and that upon this very Account, becauſe 
you could not be overcome, either into a Compli- 
ance with their Cauſe-deſtroying Courles ; or, into 
a Silence at them. Thus God hath pur an Oppor- 
tunity into your Hand, which, if laid hold upon, 
will blow away that Cloud of Calumny, and bring 
forth pur Righteouſneſs as the Light, and your 
Innocency, as the Noon-day : And fo, as true 
Lovers of our Lord Jclus Chriſt, and faithful Am- 
baſſadors, zealous for your Maſter, his precious In- 


tereſt, and valiant Contenders for the Faith — 
| | vere 
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vered to the anne you al be endeared to the 
Souls of your Bretbren, who hate you under the 
former Character. 
8hly, Hereby alſo, the whole Land will be a- 
wakned, inco a Conſideration of the Things, which 
belong ta their Peace; Chriſtians alone and toge- 
ther will ſet themſelves to weep upon God, be- 
cauſe of all the Abominations, that are amongſt 
jus: There will be a more watchful Obſervation 
{ of this Enemy, bis Deſigns, Motions and Methods, 
taken to accompliſh his wicked Ends ; Such as are 
buried into the Gulf of deep Conſideration of Dan- 
zer, may, by the Noiſe of your Weeping, and Sight 
of your Tears, be awakned to conſider what may 
be, yea, What are like to be the diſmal Conſequen- 
ces, as to Religion and Liberty, of having a Perſon 
of his Quality and Principles ( prompted by Jeſu- 
tick Counſels, to perpetrate the worſt of Wicked- 
neſs, for ſetting up, and eſtabliſhing their Kings 
dom of Darkneſs among us, and for extinguiſning, 
together with the Light of the Goſpel, all the Se- 
nous and Godly, in the Natiog : ) thus treated, 
and, after ſo magnifick a Reception, thus intertained | 
amone(t tis. | | 
9thly, Hereby alſo, many may take Warning to | 
ſtand aloof, froin the Snare of his Acquaintance, who | 
otherwiſe may inconſiderate ly precipitate them- | 
{elves into this Pit. Your Silence at what is paſt | 
will reimbolden them to enter into this Acquain- | 
tance, and being centred, continue in it, to their 
own Ruin, and the endangering of the Nation; 
fr Acquaintance will quickly grow up into 
Ikriendſhip and Familiarity ; and this will proceed 
\ Junto a Compliance with all his wicked Gmntrivances, 
und end in a Complacency in them, and an Activity 
e do 


n 
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to promote and accompliſh tem: And if, through 
Neglect of performing the Duty, now called unto 
this fall out, and follow; you know at whoſe Wou 
Hands their Blood will be required, Ji 
1othly, By this Means likewilc, not a few of the 
Perſons, guilty of the Sin of having concurred in 
the Solemnity ot this Reception, niay begin to bechinx 
themiclves; and from a due Conſideration of the 
Sin, and from a deep denſe of its Hajnouſneſs, may ö 
not only ſift themiel ce, with you, in Manning 
before the Lor; but judge theniſelves particularly © 
called, ſo to heha e for the Future, as their Oppo- 
ſition to theſe his wicked Deſignines and Drivings, 
may wit ele they Sorrow, and tue Reality of it, 
for the Coup tenance given to io ſta ed, and ſo pub- 
lickly declared au Enemy to all the precious Inte- 
Teſts of Ci:;riit, and the Nation. | 
Lafiy, For I ſhall hint no moe Particulars at 
preſent, To make the End and the Beginning meet; 
hereby we may expect to engage the Lord Alnugh- 
ty, to ariſe and plead our Cauſe, with tho ſe that plead 
with us : If we would have bim to draw bunt the & 
Spear, and ſtop the Way againſt them, who perſecute us; . 
if we would have him make bare his holy Arm, in . 
protecting and defending us from the Cruelty of , 
this bloody and barbarous Paity ; whereof this 
Duke (under the Court-Countenance and Encou- 
ragement) is the yet viſible Head; Then, let w 
cry mightily to God : Let us neither be afraid, nor % 
aſhamed to call, as to private, fo to publick Weep- 
ing, and to Mourning, and to Faſting, for tue ſhame- 
ful and abomiciavle Diſcovery we have made, of 2 
Wratk-preſagine, and Ruin-procuring Defettion by ux 
this Reception; given to this declared Eneniy to the 
pure Worthip of God, and all tuch, who ung 5 
No E 


e found, that thele . be the 
God will appear, w 


becauſe of Defection. 


8 | 353 
#ho dare not receive the Mark of that Beaſt, whole 


Wound he is now licking whole gain. It (hall 


who witnels (by fuch a publick 
\lppearance for him) their Zeal; theſe ſhall be 


en to be the Perſons in the faireſt Capacity, yea, 
n the only Capacity (it he have a Mind to brin 

bout our Deliverance that Way) to be made Ui 
as Inftruments, in cruſhing theſe F r to- 


ether with the Drivers thereof; and ſo 


all he 
"town them with the Honour of overturning 15 
Orerturners of bis Work”; Or, if the wotul Day 
annot be prevented, but our Blood mult be pour- 
out, as the Duſt, and Fleſh, as the Dang, - 


which I ſtill fear may, I ſee not how it can be 


ſerented : Oh, if I may be diſappointed ! ) yet, 
e (hall ſweeten the Sufferings of thele,, who now 


now, and ſupport theni under the worſt the E- 
my can do. I might add. 

The Refreſhmeiit and reviving of Spirit, Which 
ch a zealous Appearance would be to many Souls 
the Land, at this Timg, not ſo much overwhel- 


kd with Sorrow, for all they find under the hea- 


Perſecution of the Enemy, or all they foreſee 


fill follow; as, becauſe they ſee , not Men of the 
me Height of Soul, of the ſame th aud Fervour 
heroick Zeal, with the renowned 

prmerly were ſeen to burn and, ſhine in our 
urch, to ſtep forth to oppoſe the Enemy, arrived 


orthies, who 


(the Height of Inſolence, through the Want of 

ach a fervent and faithful Oppoſition, You know 

ell, Brother, that it wauld make many, who now 

uk into the Depth of Sorrow, weep for Joy, to 

x you, as incenſed with the true Zeal of God, 

ul ro- Weeping and Mourning, for the Madneſs 
Z 


er{0ns, for whom 


of 


3 $4 Advantages of Humiliation | 
of this Mirth and Joy, at the Reception of a Perſon 
incenſed againſt Chriſt, and inflamed into a furious 


Fierceneſs, for promoting the Intereſt of Antichriſt. 
You know beſide, how this would contribute, for 


the keeping up, or rather recovering the Credit and 


neceſſary Repute of the Miniſtry, brought under 
Contempt by our Courſe and Carriage; in that 
the Heavenlineſs of our Carriage hath kept no Pro- 
rtion with the Helliſhneſs of the Rage of theſe © 
nemies, who have ruined all, becauſe not reſiſted ? 


y us. 
I might add alſo, That ſuch an heroick Appear- | 


ance, now in its proper Seaſon, would make you 


live and die Ornaments to your Profeſſion, while | 


Ty-bys will ſtink away in their Socket. But theſe 


hinted, and many ſuch Advantages, are ſo obvious 


to your ſelf, that, as (1 hope) your zealous Soul 


needs not my Blowings; fo, your obſerving and 


conſidering Soul needs not my Suggeſtings. 


Brother, as I doubt not, but your Zeal for Chriſt! 


will/conftrain you forthwith, to an effectual ſetting 
about and cflaying of this highly neceſſary Duty; 
ſo, I doubt as little, but that ſome of theſe, who 


ſhould go always with you, yea, go before you, 


and excite and encourage you by a tranſcendently 


zealous Appearance, at this Time, to awaken the 
Nation, beſotted into a bruitiſh Stupidity, ( while b 
as Braſts they are ready to be butchered, or burnt 


alleep:) unto the deep Senſe of this Guilt, and 
the due Conſideration of the deſperate Danger 
hanging above us, and hovering over our Heads, 
on the firſt Opportunity to be practiſed, and put 
in Execution by this Inſtrument of Antichriſts 
keen Cruelty, ready to ſmite us under the Fifth 
Rib; while we thus honour, hug and Wn 
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becauſe of Defeftion, 355 
him: I ſay, I doubt not, but many of theſe may 
n fofler to flop and withſtand you, while you ſeek to 
as it your ſelf, and (us affected into a holy Horrour 
ſt. Ji this abominable Deed) ſet your ſelf to fit, toge- 
or ther with your ſelß, the ſerious People of God in 
id the Nation, in che Perutent's Poſture before him, 
er zs bluſhing and being aſhamed for this, amongſt 
at Jother Things ; which, when weighed in the Ba- 
o- Jlazce of Reaſon, argues us to be ſunk into a Silli- { 
fe ele below Men; and when weighed in the Ba- 
ed unce of the Sanctuary, makes it evident, we are 
righed, and found Light; and that either our Con- 
u- Jarrence in this Iniquity, or Silenee at it, evinces 
ou Jour holy Fire to be gone out, and that pure and 
ile Jkrvent Zeal is exiled out of Soul and Sight. O! 
eſe chen will the great King bring back this, thus 
us aniſhed, that we may be once more ſeen to burn 
ul md ſhine ? They will ſeck to hold you back, and 
nd ill hang a great many Weights upon your work- 
ing Hand; tho' in ſetting about this, I am ſure, 
it Jjou ſhall be found Workers-together with God, 
ng ind Men acting, as being taught of Him to know the 
ry ; NTimes, and what His Iſrael ought to go. And in the 
rho Firf Place,. : | 
ou, I doubt not, but you will be buzzed in the Ear, | 
tly wich the old Threed-bare Tattle of Pradence; and 
the Words ( vain Words!) will not be wanting, to 
hile Iblow up the Bubble to a Bigneſs of Bulk and Beau- 
rot Jtifulneſs of Aſpect ; It will be told you, That ſuch 
ind Je Thing is not ſafe, or ſeaſonable ; and that this is the 
get ſumpendious and certain Cour ſe to exaſperate his High- 
20s, et, (Oh! He who is higher than the higheſt, 
put Jill ſearch out the Iniquity of theſe Palliatings and 
i'sIPretendings, ) and incenſe him into 4 Revenge, when | 
ifthJre are out of Caſe to withitand his Fury: Were it not nl 
race] * G23 RR . 
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Folly to the Height of Infatuation ( will they ſay ) 1 
ſhew our Teeth, when we cannot bite? And is this our 
Wiſdom f Alas! we have forſaken the Law of the 


Lord, and this Blaze of vain Words argues, that 


the Fire of true Zeal is extinguiſhed, and then what 


Wiſdom is in us? What; is this our Prudence, not 


to mourn over the Madneſs of this Mirth, expref- 


ſed in Receiving, with ſo many Signs of Joy, the 


declared Enemy of our Reformation ; when there 
1s not a poſſible Way for preventing the Miſchief 
he deſigns, (for couching and complying doth en- 
courage him ) but by crying unto God ? But, a» 
mong other our crimſon Iniquities, crying unto 
Him, who multiplies to pardon ; and weeping 
before him, over the Hainouſneſs of this, which 1 
fo hateful in his Eye, 


Brother, as I doubt not but you will meet with 


many pleaſant and plauſible Stories of this Kind; 
and will have that abominable Brat, of carnal Pau- 
kinels, ſet before your Eyes, under the Paint and 
Faird of fine Names and Notions, as if it were 
wholly compoſed of Meekneſs, Moderation, Humilis 
ty, Love, Union and Healing; and dextrouſfly-cloath» 
ed and adorned with the Busk and Bravery of beau- 
tiful and big Words, to make it be entertained 
kindly (for the Devil hath the Knack, to make 
himſelf to be entertained, and received as an Angel 
of Light, when he knocks at an heneſt Man's Door.) 


And that you may thereby be wheedled with 2 
What net ? even of Honeſty, yea of Zeal too, (for the 
Cale is too clamant only to plead Honeſty, and 
not to lay ſome Claim to Zeal allo, in the Matter,) 
into a Forbearance of this Duty, while indiſpen- 
ſibly called thereto at the preſent, as the moſt pro- 
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fo agceſſary 4 Duty, obwiated, 57 
4 Expreſſion of pure and fervent Zeal for God, * 
7 


I need not again tell you my Thougiits, ſince 


you know them io well, of wet hath paſt for Pra- 


lence amongſt us, particularly ttteſe _— Tears, 


Alas ! when: th1s beatbeniſh Elf, which ſhould never 


Jhave entred into the Compregarion of the Lord, was 
once bapt1zcd witi' 3 Cutan Name, (it had been 
Ibut according to aur Principles, to have taxen a 


Confeſſion of its Faith; ſince its Father and Me- 


ther were Heathens, and will abide ſuch, ere we 


had baptized ii: ) I: was lent through the Nation 
to be entertained ; eſpceially in the Families of Pro- 
kflors (as being Perſons of greateſt Charity) and 
had its Letters of Recommendation ſent along with it, 
ſubſcribed by ſome of our moſt eminent Miniſters; 


and ſo, after a little kindly Entertainment, Ac- | 


uaintance and Familiarity in the Family, it found 
he Way to extinguiſh that Fire of pure Zeal for 
bod, which uied to burn among our Miniſters 
ind Profeſſors: But withal it kindled a Fire, — 
a amed 


— 
— — — 


* $0 it came to paſs; for with ſuch Pretences, as here the 
ualous Author ſuppoſes and obviates, all the outed Minifters 
except three ) ſhifted this neceſſary Duty; even the Non- in- 

— when many of them were earneſtly dealt with by 
Mr. Donnld Cargil, and more by Mr. Richard Cameron 
(when come from Holland) to go forth and joyn in that 
ktxerciſe, they not only declined the Duty; but endeavoured 
 Upbraidings and Diſcouragements to hinder them; as ſome 
ſet Aire can Teſtify, Vet theſe above -· named obſerved ſcve- 
al publick Faſts, this Spring; one at Darmede in April 
D. another at Auchingilluch in May the ſame Tear: where 
Ir. Dee was with them: as Mr. Kobertſoz, in his Teiti- 
* (Clozed of Witneſſes, P. 167.) ſpeaking of Faſte, ſays, 
me bolden at Auchingilloch bythree Minrfters, twn of them 
ww 7/orified, viz... Mr. Donald Cargil and Mr. Richard Came- 
on, where the Las Guilt was freely and faithfully diſ. 
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5 Pretences, for ſhiftin 
flamed unto the Height of hot Indignation again} 
all, who ſhewed more of Fervour for God, thanſjan 
ſuited the Meaſures of this Darling Prudence, or wer i be 
bold to accuſe it of having ſtollen away the true ite ſeſe 
of fervent Love to Chritit ; and, that this ſhould not A tt 
be miſſed, of having ſubſtitute an Ignis fatuus in itz lurbe 
Place, But on this I ſhall not inſiſt: Only I muſtinly 
here make a Pauſe, and crave Liberty to ſob a little, Ibn a 
and ſay, Alas! will wedie dreaming? ſhall webefne. 
deſtroyed dancing? It is eaſy to judge whether [rude 
this will argue a pure Diſtraction, and a perfe&fafic 
Intatuation; or a true and real Prudence: When, chic 
to the Conviction ofall, we are undone, if God do ile, 
not interpoſe, and appear for us: Even then not jm P 
to lament after the Lord, not to fall a Mourning lic. 
for this Abomination of ſo erying a Nature, and wt b 
ſo crimſon a Dy; and the reſt, paſt reckoning, of the ſu at 
{ame Complexioh, which are amongſt us! HayeweJſe, / 
ſo great a Mind to bleed under the Blow of his |» St 
furbithed Sword, as we will, in Order to the pres . 
venting thereof, refuſe to weep? Will we (till ſeal Jibe 7 
and ſhut our Eyes, leſt we ſhould ſee the Men with [reflec 
the Slaughter-weipons in heir Hands, marching[tle 4. 
up to ſhed the Blood of all, who have not the Mour- br, a 
ners Mark ? Alas! Brother, I fear that for this]attac; 
Wiſdom it ſhall be ſaid to theſe (when the Mour-[my. | 
ners are marked) Begin at my Sanctuary. He whoſand ( 
will judge it Wiſdom, to forbear Mourning andſtrary 
Weeping upon this particular Account, (or, which Hand 
I perſwade and preſs to, Humiliation ) the onlyſtaugt 
wiſe God will cure him of that Diſtraction, byſifter 
drawing his Blood, and that by the Hand of thy] nels, 
very Enemy: For, He alſo is wiſe, and will bring| Cove 
Evil, and will not bring, nos call back bis Word ; but] if Fir 
will ariſe agein/i Evil-doers, Alas! Is it not any - m 

|  [nafney 
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a han 1 7 ate ah. Ruin 5 Religion and Liber. 
rere bath been under our Hand, and the Blood of 
Fire ſbeſe precious Intereſts is to be found in the Skirts 
not H the Garments of our magnifted Prudence) to 
1 its ſubear to talk as we have done? For a Man needs 
nuſt l/ the Exerciſe of a little Faith (let him lay Rea- 
tle, JÞn and Religion as far aſide, as molt of us have 
ebe Kone, in the Caſe ) to convince him, that our Idol 
ther Iradence (to which our precious ALL hath been ſa- 
ect Jaificed ) is real Braitence, God's Character of that, 
jen, Irhich paſt for Prudence amongſt his ancient Peo- 
| do ile, doth every Way agree to ours, Jer. iv. 22. For 
not Inn People is fooliſh, ſays he, they have not known me, 
ing c. Tho' alas! we want a weeping Jeremiah, to cry 
and out becauſe of this, My Bone!s, my Bowels, I am pain- 
the Jud at my very Heart: My Heart maketh a Noiſe in 
ewe Int, F cannot hold my Peace, becauſe then haſt heard, O 
| bis [my Sol, the Sound of the Trumpet and the Alarm of 
pre- er. For have we not, inſtead of being valiant for 
ſeal [ibe Truth ( when with the utmoſt of Violence ag- 
vith Ineſled)thought it our Prudence to ſſde, to retire a lit- 
ing tie and give Wiy ? Which God will zeckon with us 
our-{for, as a Fleeing from it, and Forſaking it, when 
this]attacked by a moſt treacherous and truculent Ene- 
our · my. Have we not, inſtead of ſtanding up, like Men 
whoſand Chriſtians, to withſtand Tyranny zud arbi- 
andi trary Goverrynent, crouched, like Heartleſs and 
bichſ Hand leſs Aſſes, between the Burdens? And fo, 
only[taught them to be Captains over us? And now, 
„ bhſiter we have ſinned Him away, by this our Baſe- 
thüͤl nels, who, while we abode fixed in bis Cauſe and 
bring] Covenant, and faithful to his Intereſt, was a Wall 


but] #f Fire round about us, and the Glory in Midſt of us: Yea, 


moſt] he made all, that offered to devour us, ſenſi le that 
thai they offended him, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
| by 
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by bringing Evil upon them. Shall this, I ſay, be 


our Wiſdom, to forbear to weep for what we have 

done; and ſo by our perſiſting in our Impenitency, 
provoke the Eyes of his Glory? What (hall I think? 
What (hall I lay? O! how righteous a Thing 
will it be to him (who ſhall be exalted in Judgment, 
and ſanclified in Righteouſneſs, over the Ruins of 
ſuch, as draw [»:quity with Cords of Vanity, and Stn a 


nith 4 — 71 ) to make this very Duke thed 
our Blood like Water, wiom we have gutertained 


with ſo much Solem;.itys when to our Knowledge, 
and to the Conviction of ail Men, counng in a> 


mongſt us, on Purpoſe how to be by our Aſſiſtance 
enabled to execute his curſed Plots; and how to 
make uſe of our Hands and Help to deicte aud de- 
ſtroy all, who will not, who cannot be f{educed | 

him, into a forſaking of the Truth, What? k 
this our Wiſdom, to be Metamorpho ſed into Beaſts, 


by a -Forbearance of the Duty of che Day in its bill 
Day ? whereby we encourage this declared Ene- + 


my, and his Complices, to put the All of that 
Wickedneſs, which is upon his aud their Heart, 
in Execution : And we diſcourage and diſhearten 
our more Noble Brethren z who out of a generous 
and juſt Miſregard of perſonal Safety, or private 
Intereſt, kave ſtated themielves in a ſtated Oppo- 
ſition to this Oppoſer of tac Kinedom of Chriſt, 
and Introducer of Remiſh Idulatry. What? is this to 


acquit our ſelves like Men, ict for the Defence of 


the Goſpel, together with the Lives and Liberties 40 


of the preſent and ſucceeding Generarions ? Is this 
our Valour for Truth? Are theſe the noble Ex- 


ploits we do, as knowing our God, to couch, and, 


as Mice, to creep into Holes; that tne Enemy, 


chirtting for our Blood (upon the Oolervation of 
this 


this Duty, obviated: | 36 1 


this Baſeneſs ) may without Fear of Reſiſtence, or 
Trouble to himſelf, pull us out by the Heels, and 


{daſh our Brains againft the Wall? What ? Alas! 
] hall nothing of heavenly and heroick Coutage be 
{fund with us; . when there is to much of helliſh 
Rage regnant amongſt our Enemies? Will we co» 
ter baſe and abominable Cowardice, in not daring 
d appear valianc for God, for his Chriſt, for 


cur precious Intereſts, Religion and Liberty, with 


the glittering Garb of Prudence? This is to publiſh 


20es of 


by at 
[wee the Defiance both to Reaſon and Religion, " — 
(ks! this is that Kind of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
'rhich bath too long perverted us; and it is mani- 
kily of a Chaldean Dy and Tincture, in a Garb of 


rhieh Colour, any (whoſe Soul is of the Complexion 


fa Chriſtian) ſhould be aſhamed to be ſeen. But I 
wy break off. 33 | 
Up, dear Brother, riſe, and be doing, fall 2 
Weeping upon God ; call in your Brethren a 
llow-Profefſors to this Weeping, this Wreſtling, 
dis Witneſſing Work; let the World ſee, that in 
his Exigent, you know, when you are to meet wich 
ſas and his Troops, you are taught how to beliave 
Jour ſelves, Jacol-like, 4s Princes, by making Swppli- 
«tion to your God, and Weeping before him, fox the 
uns of the Land, and over the Folly of ſueh, who 
mill be found too wiſe to be ſaved from the ap- 
waching Wo and Wrath, whieh is upon the Wing, 


ad a profeſſed Publicknels, in this Duty. Let the 
F Rend- 


| 


our own Shame, inſtead of hiding it: For, this is 
ut plainly ro diſcover, that under the F 

en, we have the Souls and Fachions of Beaſts; 
ſnce we are fo bruitiſh in our 2 as to 
all and account this Prudence; giving here 


ſay, Stir up your ſelf and others to a Seriouſneſs, 
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Rending of your Heart be heard in Heaven, and in Jforb' 
all the Places of the Earth, where this Reception is the C 
heard of: For if our Hearts were broken, and ſeen fnen 
to bleed before our God, for this Abomination, with hren 
all its Antecedents and Concomitant, it ſhould alſo ou 
my be heard and ſeen, that he would make bare e cb 
his holy Arm, and by a Blow of his omnipotent be o 
right Hand make the Head of the higheſt and haugh- t 
tieſt of our Enemies to bleed, O! when will he Mbit 
pour out the Spirit of Repentance upon us? When It n0 
will he take away the Spirit of baſe Fear, busked, (Na! 
and ſent Abroad under the beautiful Dreſs of Pru: ru 
dence, that its Shame may not be ſeen ? And give b at 
us that Spirit of Power, of Love, and of a ſound / W 
Mind; that ſo we may, inſtead of carrying thus, as Jon: 
being aſhamed of the Teſtimony of our Lord, (ot ten 
of owning ſuch, whoſe Glory it is, to be put to $5 a1 
Shame for owning of him) carry, and acquit our Jucks 
{elves with Courage and Reſolution, which will e- Parl 
vince, and argue us to be humbly ambitious in our b 
God, to be Partakers of the Afflictions of his Gof- Mur 
pel; and to be at a Point in the Matter, and tefol- n 
ved upon it, that ere this Enemy to Religion and w, 
Liberty get his Babyloniſh Abominations ſet up, be t? 
ſhall firſt make his Paſſage through our Hearts Blood; ut! 
and then, when we can do no more, and are in Jane 
Caſe to withſtand no longer, that, under the Con- Per 
duct of the Captain of Salvation, we are taught om 
that bleſſed Sceret, 4 Paradox to a carnal Man and fuer 
Mind, how to conquer, and overcome him and his Ko- 
miſh Troops, by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the Pl 
Mord ofour Teftimony, and by our not doving our Lives 
unto the Death. Therefore, dear Brother, ſo carry, 
ſo acquit your ſelf in this juncture, as it may be e- 


vident, you can neither be dared, nor daunted a Vn 
OI; 
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d in Iforbearance of a Duty of ſo much Concernment to 
n is the Cauſe, by the Frowning, or Fear of ghis furious 
ſeen knemy; nor be demurred by your reluctant Bre- 
vith hren, who may eſſay to keep you back by telling 
alſo ou ſome new Stories (when they find you cannot 
bare e charmed, or inchanted into a Forbearance by 
tent be old Spring of Prudence) of they themſelves know 
1gh- ot what. But the Senſe and Subſtance of all this 
Whittie Whattie, to be ſure, will be only, O be quiet, 
Jt nothing be heard, that may provoke his Hig hneſs, 
Nay, but hear ye, and I crave not Pardon for in- 
Pru- Jerrupting you, The moſt High will make you hear 
give bh and underttand it too, how highly he is provoked 
und / what he hears of this Kind, and hath heard a- 
, as Jnong(t us:) Hr the Dake profeſſeth he hath a Reſpect 
(ot s tender Con ſciences (yea, ſure Duke de Alva's Bow- 
t to s are in our Duke's Boſom ; for they have both 


Parlinęs of the ſame Mor her of . 4bowinatians, drunk 
ich the Blood of the Saints, and with the Blood of the 
ertyrs of Jeſus.) And to bs the Nation, he will 


Jnlarge our Liberty, that, inſtead of raiſing this Cla- 


he it? who can bear it? without Bluſhing, - and with- 
xd; ut Burſting, and without Crying. Alas! for fo 
in Jamentable a Trylt, betwixt the boldeſt Enemy char 
on- ger diſplayed Banner againſt Chriſt in Britain, ac- 
ght Jompanied with a Train of the moſt Blood-thurtty 
and ftnemies to Him and His Intereſt z and precious 
A.- 'rople, exaſperate by ſome late Emergent, into a 
the Madneſs, and Baſeneſs of Spirit, below what was 
ives ger found among the Miniſters of Scotland, and 
ry, Jinworthy of Men, ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel. 
e e- IVhat, Alas! is the Import and Senſe of this Tats/e? 


l- A a2 2 


ucked the ſame Milk, and are both Children and 


mur, we would be calm and quiet, O! who can hear 


nto here are our Souls? Will we bewray this a 


— Es. mom. * Pay 
* 
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Secret, that we ceaſe both to be Men and Miniſters ? 
What? a Pepith Duke give more Liberty to the ou 
Goſpel! (while the molt open, molt eminent, the ya 
molt inveterate, declared and implacable Enemy ſo 
thereto; yea, and the very Darling of Antichriſt pu 
upon that Account ! ) I grant he may for a Seaſon tha 
(if his Mine be not yet ready to Spring) ſuffer you I dei 
to have a little more Freedom to mce: and aſſemble car 
your ſelves; that fo he may, when he ſeeth it fit, tha 
with the greater Certainty and Facility mingle your | anc 
Blood with your Sacrifice, His Forbearance (fancy Da 
ou what you will) is but the Drawing-back of his Ac 
Hand, that he may give the ſorex Blow ; yea, ſuch : 
a One, as may be One for all. Surely I would have | Co 
thought, that the Things which have emerged even ] wil 
of late, and have been diſcovered theſe Months paſt, I ſhe 
ſhould have cured us of the Plague of our vain Cre - mo 
dulity, and fooliſh Expectation, from a Cour, Me 
whereof it may be ſaid truly, that Oppoſition to | ney 
Chriſt bath run in a Blood with them: But now, I wh 
when we Kill talk at the old Rate, even after al {Lic 
theſe Diſcoveries, we plainly declare our Diſeaſe is it t 
incurable, But, alas! what do we talk of Liberty, | fers 
and more Liberty? Have not our Court-Licences the 
proved the greare(t and baſeſt Servitude and Bondage of? 
of che Church? Do we not yet ſee it? Do we not {the 
yet know it ? Do we not yet conſider it? And art pan 
We not yet ſenſible of it? How our Court 2 ler v 
ces (O lateful Name and Thing ! the Boaſt of our dt 
new exgtick Head, and the Badge of our Slavery and of a 
Baſeneſs ) and our accepting of theſe, a inte 
the juſt Grandut: and Greatneſs of that Spirit, hi 
ſhould act the Mediator's Ambaſſadors; eſpecially, Dpis 
when they fee a miſerable Mortal ſtrive with that Jthe 
King Immortal, for State; and ſo complying 1 Mat 


on | 
ou 


fit, 


: The v 
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the deſperate Deſigns of the Indulger, have loſt us 
our Cauſe, even that noble Cauſe (for the Preſer- 
yation whereot we ſhould have loft our Selves, that 
ſo we might have been (ayed. ) What? have we 
put our Finger in our Eye, left we ſhould tee this, 
that ſo we may ſtill retaui our bluid-bola Contie 
dence, to boatt thus? For yorhiwe ti. Blindneſs 
can give Boldneis in ti. Cafe, Arc we pat Feeling, 
that we do not find it Shall only otl. ers ob. eic tt, 


and not we our ſelves? How, from th very firtt 
Day of theſe hateful Tampermgs, theſe uigvorthy 


Acceptings and Takings, the holy Fiefh bath fallen off 
Court knows it; yea, with what 
Complacency have they beheld, how a Compliance 
with their Deſign, in the Exhibition, hath eſtabli- 
ſhed them in their Uſurpation, and broken us a- 
mongR our ſelves ; and therefore they perſiſt in this 
Method of Indulgence after Indulgence : So, that this 
new Head hath erected a new Presbyrery, from 
which his Emiſſaries and Candidates muſt have their 
Licenee, to wit, the Council, All, who have laid 
it to Heart, have with much Sorrgw of Soul, ob- 
ſerved, that a withering Wind from the Lord, to 


the Blaſting of all Vigour, all Greenneſs and Growth 


of Zeal for Chriſt, the coming of his Kingdom, and 
the precious Intereſt of his Prerogative, hath accom- 
panied it, in all the Three Kingdoms. Is it not ob- 
ſerved, that, ſince the Day and Date of our Engliſh 
ladulgence, it can be inſtructed, beyond the Denying 
of any, how Po 
intended for them) hath, while the Phanarick Party 
(as they call them) were lulled aſleep, with the Court 
Opium, made a more remarkable Progreſs through 
the Nation; and their Plots are come to a greater 
Maturity and Ripcueſs, than they did in all the pre- 

ceeding 


pery, (for the Courteſy was mainly - 
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ceeding Years : For, we being lulled aſleep by theſe 
Means, the Evil One was at Liberty to ſow his Tares. 
And it was obſerved by this Court-Charm and En- 
chantment, that Fervour (the Flame whereof did 
ſometime threaten a Diſturbance to theſe deſ- 


perate Drivers ) was ſo much extinguiſhed, as, where 


a Fue uſed to be found burning, there was ſcarce 
the Smoking of a Flax. And, as for its dreadſul, 
diſmal Effects amongſt our ſelves, they are ſo ſtu- 
pendious and a{toniſhing, as it may ſeem ſtrange, 
How the Extraordinarinels of theſe Miſchiefs, it hath 
produced, thould not make Men bluſh, and be aſha- 
med, to have been the Cauſe of ſo much Ruin, and 


ſo many Rentings amongſt the Remnant, which al- 


lenarly had their Riſe from this corrupt Fountain, 
But, alas! are we not yet aſhamed of our Way? 
ſhall this ſad and lamentable Sight be ſeen amongſt 
us, that, inſtead of theſe Mens Repentance, Who have 
accepted a Licence, ſo diſhonourable ro Chriſt, ſo de- 
ſtructive in its native Effects to the Cauſe and In- 
tereſt, a more numerous Compeny,* aſſembled together, 
ſhall conelude a Saallowing- donn of this Court Sop ? 
Will nothing make us ſo wiſe, as to weep, even 
when the Cauſe lies a bleed ing, and breathing out 
its Jatt, not by the Blow of our Enemy's Hand 
but by our baſe, our. unmanly and unminiſteri 

Bowings before him, our Creepings, as poor diſ- 
ſpirited Captives, our Couchings to him, who hath 
uſurped that Sovereignty in and over the Church, 


competent to our Lord jeſus Chriti alone? And 


—_—_— 


2 Mr. Woodrow ſays, At Edinburgh on Azwguft deb 
1679. There was a very large Meeting of Miniſters more 
numerous than any that hath been, ſince their Judicatorlies 


were diſcharged by Law, Oc. Vol. 24: P. 98. 


| 


| 


* 
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yet, by cur Want of Courage (to reſiſt and reſent the 
Invaſion of our Maſter's Throne) by our daſtardly 
and baſe Carriage, in accepting of his Givings and 
Grantings, Who has done this Wickedneſs ( which 
may colt him his Throne; for He, againſt whom it is 
done, bath all the Thrones of the Earth at his Diſ- 
polal ) inſtead of Witneſſing boldly, as became us, 
our Reſentment of his Heaven-daring Inſolence, in 
ſetting himſelf down upon his Throne, who built 


| the Houſe, and muſt bear the Glory: I ſay, by our not 


doing Duty in its Day and Seafon, yea, by out 
concurring, with the Enemy (for God will count 
it ſo) there is a Way paved (and the Thing by no 
Means is made fo practicable, no not by unhallowed 
Epiſcopacy ) for introducing of Antichriſt, Alas! 
How like do we look a Generation of his Wrath, 
and a Company in whom his Soul hath no Pleaſure ? 
Do we look like Men of that Siſe, Soul and Mettal, 
whom the great and glorious King will delight to 
bonour ? Or, doth not the abominable Baſeneſs of 
our Spirit and Way, rather give Ground to think; 


| yea, make evident, and fay platnly in the Heart of 


every Man, that, ſince God, in his Righteouſneſs, 
Hath bid our Hearts from Under ſtanding, therefore, 

He will not exalt us? - £ ade 
Dear Brother, pardon this ſnort Digreſſon: Since 
the unworthy Tattle of the Inlargement of aur Liber- 
ty from this Duke (the Notour and Non - ſuch E- 
nemy of our Religion) made it indiſpenſibly neceſ- 

ay. To conclude, therefore, 

et not the want of the Company, or Concur- 
rence of ſuch, who talk thus, whereby they only diſ- 
cover and declare, they have not the Spirit of the 
Day, and their Hearts are hid from underſtanding 
prelent Duty, make you ſhrink, or ſhun ſo eminent 
an 
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an Appcarance for your God; endearing it (elf un- 
| toyou, at this Juncture, by ſo many eertain and 
noble Advantages : Up, and be doing. Remem- 
ber how Jordan did not recoil, till the Prieſts Feet 
who carried the Ark, were within the Brink, G0 
forward, as not fearing what Fleſh can do unto yu; 
and you ſhall either find ro Admiration your Dif- 


ficulties evanith, or your Burden made jo light, as 
yon may, yea, muſt bleſs God (while put to bear itz) 
yea, even your own God ſhall be with you, and hold © 


our Hand in the Undertaking, and make your 
Lngle and ſerious Eſſayings of this ſolemn Duty 
ſuecestul beyond Expectation, yea, to Admiration, 


Moreover he ſhall give you not only the Serious of 


the Nation, but of other Nations alſo, to join with 


you when they hear of it. And ſo I leave you to | 


erſwadings to this, ſo neeeſſury, ſo noble, ſo 
Goſpel and Profeſſion-adorning, ſo edify ing to all 
the Churches of Chritt, in this Generation, and fo 


exemplary to the Poſterity, an Appearance; N. 
can both ſer you a going, and keep you in Motion ; tp; 
who alone can give the Frame and Furniture, where 


* you may be qualified for this Work, this great 
ork, and quickened in it. Grace, great Grace, 


even that Grace in its Plenty and Power (which 


will be ſufficient for che Work, and make it appear, 
that while you are in it, and about it, you are nor 
alone; but are carried out, and born up according 


to his Work, who works in his Servants mighti- 


ly :) from the God of all Grace, be with you. 


5 | Yours, &c. 
R. MAC WAA RD. 
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ſet in a different Character, that the Reader, k 
| who wants the ſaid Hiſtory, may perceive what ill 
be hath taken, or left of the happy Author's « 


* by theſe Lines ſalute you all moſt affectio- 


8 SSS 


may not have Room to receive. * anger wag 
wa l 


urtly through Indiſpoſition, partly through 
i Multitude o 


369 
His Letter, whereof ſome Paſſages de- 
ſerve Room in Wodrow's Hiſtory, 
Volume II. Page 134. 


N. B. This Copy was procured from Mr, Wodrow : 
The Words which he ſaw fit to print, are here 


Words, 
My dear Friend: 


nately ; Grace, great Grace, Merey and Peaes 
be upon you ; Let Grace be poured down up- 
on you, and let the Windows of Heayen be 
mide opened in theſe Pourings down, that you 


friends, the Bearer can ſhew you, 
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as knowing they ſhall meet me'before the Tribunal, I hat 

and as content 1t ſhould be ſo, | ＋ 
Firſt, Then I deſire to bleſs him in the Behalf cf f, 


you all, That ever he made you fall in Love with Thin 


pure Ordinances, and follow after them; and that Icon 
there appears among you a Willingneſs, yea a Rea- 
dineſs to ſuffer for his Sake. O, when it comes to 
that, let you find everlaſting Arms under you, ſup- 
porting you, ſtrengthning you with all Might, ac- 
cording to his glorious Power, with all Patience 
and Longſuftering, with Joyfulneſs. But, =. 
Secondly, My dear Friends, while you have this 
in your Eye, and upon your Souh to follow the 
Lord fully, and to fill up the Meaſure of your Te- 
ſtimony, in your Station; Let we beſeech you to car- 
ry, 4s not ignorant of the Devices 1 that wily Wrefiler, 
who, ſince he cannot carry you afide to the Lefi-hand 
Snares, will ſee by all Means vi he can fling you, and Yule i 
throw you to Exceſſes on the Rig ht-hand ; which, lan- n 
ever they may be painted over at firft, to make them pled- þ, 
ſant, yet will in the Iſſue prove moſt dangerous unto, yea, fe 
deſtruttive of the whole of the old Cauſe of the Church of 
Scotland: You have a lamentable Inſtance of this 4% 
before your Eyes, I mean the Indulged Men, with 
whoſe Way you are ſo juſtly grieved ; for all of us 
will grant that many of them are godly Men: But 
alas! their Godlineſs, as it hath been pleaded, hath 
been of more Prejudice to the Work and Intereſt of 
Chriſt, than the Ungvdlined of all the Prelates and 
Curates': And therefore, you are with all Fear and 
Vhatchfulneſs to take Heed, that while you ſeek to and 
at the greateſt Diſtance from one Extreme, you run nit $1 
to another; whereby the Cauſe of the whole Frame of Yi: 
Presbyterianiſm may be more certainly deſtroyed, than ly fy; | 
rhe Orher, J date not forbear to yarn you of 0% ta þ 
N tat g 


— — — — 
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al, I hat ye may be upon your Guard; that ſo the Ene- 
Iny may get no Advantage of you. And that ye 
of nay be upon your Guard, conſider, 1. That it is the 
th Yrhing Satan mainly drives at, in the Midſt of all theſe 
hat Contuſions, that the poor Remnant may run down one 
ea · ¶ not her with Diviſion; and ruſh into Courles deſtru- 
to Jive of that Frame of Government, I mean Pres- 
up- ſyterian, which hath been his great Eye-ſore. 2. 
ac: Conſider, That a Separat ion, when not upon clear and 
nee $4 Grounds, is a greater Sin before God, and more 
„ Jzunding to the Heart of Chriſt, than either Murder, 
this Ic Adultery, Cc. becau ſe this is to diſſalve the Union of 
he Jis Church, and to divide Chriſtian Societies; and nho- 
Te- Ser ſhall be found to plead for this, 1 dare affirm, 
ar- I blows that Fire with his Breath, which Chriſt would 
ler, unc h with his Blood, My dear Friends, weigh ſe- 
ane ouſly, as before the Lord, how Jeſus Chriſt will 
and Jule it at any Man or Woman's Hand, to tear the Com- 
von uon of any of his Ambaſſadors, whom he will Still 
led n, as an Ambaſſador, and as negotiating a Peace 
Yea, Tween God and Sinners. Sure, I need neither tell 

h of 0 , that withdrawing frae hearing ſuch, is a Teari 

this ir Commiſſion; nor need I tell you, that this wi 
vith e found a Sin, more hateful and hainous in the Sight 

| us hriſt, than many others, that appear more black. 
But & Conſider, what Advantage the Ad verſary taketh 
hath Jou at (that ſo you may be the more wary, and 
{t of Fatchfu]) to throw you Head long with your own 
and ſunſent into theſe Snares; while ye remember our 
and nworthy Baſeneſs, who are Miniſters, in lying 
rand de from teſtifying againſt the Wickedneſs of this 
nt Folent Overturner of the Work of God, and our 
e of Falter's Crown. And while ye obſerve or Faint- 
nv e, our Flenchings, and our unworthy Declinings | 
5, is Day to play the Men for our God, and to fill | 
bat K up . | 
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up the juſt Meaſure of a faithful Teſtimony : I ſay fel 
ye are to be wary, while you Eye theſe, and ar fel 
thereby ſorely tempted, That ye be not thereby dri- fr 
den, Firs, into 4 Contempt of the Miniſtry it ſelf in. Ir 
ſenſibly, 2. Into that Deluſion to think, that it is te Cc 
only Way to teftify againſt what ye Fudge amiſs in tbe ſis 
Miniſter, to calt at his Miniſtry, and to withdraw frae Int 
bim : Whoſoever adopts this Principle, and prattiſes it vi 
accordingly, hath not the Mind of Chriſt ; for there are ne 
ot her patent and obvious Ways to witneſs againft all the Ir 
Evil: of our Way beſides theſe : Nay, this Hay of nit. lan 
ne ſſiag is ſuch, as Chriſt will witneſs againſt it, as noel 
th» Way, But, my dear Friends, I cannot ſay, bat lat 
is upon my Heart at preſent, to you; I intend to c- 
write more fully to my dear and worthy Brother, fri 
from whom ye may have my Mind. I ſuppoſe you Ne 
will bear with my Freedom the better, That, Firſt, {ig 
dare ſay, without the Reproachings of my ownJwo 
Heart, I have it upon my Heart to die and live with bre. 
you, Secondly, Becauſe ye well know, how Iftandraiy 
{tated in Oppoſition to many a Minifter in th&@hee! 
Church of Scotland; I hope to die in Oppoſition ta ſho 
their Way, if they hold on, 3. Conſider, how they ma 
take Advantage of now glorified Mr. Brown, andlis y 
oor me, becauſe of what we have written; as if w&:t þ 
1 a Schiſm, and were the Authors of a Se. On 
paration : So that, while I will be under the NecelYſro 
ſity of defending what he and I have written, and you 
it was Written after long Deliberation, and ſeeking] to 
from the Lord, as we could in the Matter; in tt 
Hiſtory of the Indulgence, and in other Papers, and 
peleech yen to conſider the Length that we go; ang 
we ſaw it impoſſible to go a further Length, retai 
ing the Principles, on which we founded a Wit 
drawing from the Indulged. I will be under an Jord 
- 1 p 
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ſay; elt of Vindicating my worthy Brother and my 
| are felt, in making appear hat we never laid any Ground 
dri- Yr. Exceſs onthe Right-hand, while we pleaded againſt 
If in. rils on the left. So, I of all the Men alive, if ſuch 
5 theCourſes be taken, and ſuch Concluſions laid down, 
3 the lis 1 fee ſome take, will be moſt obliged, both for the 
; frac ntereſt of Truth, for which I deſire to live and die 
ſes it Imitneſſing, as I can ; and for undeceiving ſueh well 
reare meaning Friends, as judge their Exceſſes patroni- 
Il the rd, by what we have written, to nrite againſt the 
F vit. laur ſes now taten by many, who in great and bound- 
2s n kſs Raſhneſs withdraw from the Miniſti of ſueh whom 
what am ſure, for all the Faults that follow them, Jetus 
nd to cbriſt will own, as his Ambaſſadors, And, my dear 
ther, friends, I mult tell you, that the Thoughts of this 
e you Neeeſſity is ſo terrible to me, that I dare ſay in his 
lt, ISight, before whom I am now while I write this, I 
own would rather chuſe, if I durſt make a Choice, to 
with breathe out my laſt, than to be drawn to write a- 
ſtand ainſt the Courſes of theſe, who have hitherto 
n the been ſo dear to my Soul, My Friends, lett ye 
on ta ſnould think this flows from ſome late Infor- 
V they mation I have gotten, Iwill tell you plainly, and it 
„ andlis well known by the belt of your Friends = ago 
if we t home, when I perceived ſome here to fall into theſe 
t a XYCour ſes, I was to confounded with theſe Cauſe- de- 
Necelyſtroying Exceſſes, that I was thereby, as I ſuppoſe 
„ and ou have heard, brought to the Gates of Death, an d as 
eeking told them then, ſo it hath proven too true ſuace, 
in ti nd will prove more true every Day, that if ihe 
and Irinciple whereby they defend their Pr aftice were amn ed, 
) 3 anq i — not only infer the Diſſolution of the Unite vi- 
retallFbble Church; but alſo of all Chriſtian Society: and 
Wicht bence, they have not only withdrawn from publick 
ra Ne Ordinancts here, and from Hr, Hog, and * of 
ty "© —_— 


374 His Letter partially, &c. 
them from hearing poor me; nay, they will come 
to the Town, and go our of it without ſeeing 
of me: But they have broken up with tn Societies; 
one in this City, and another at Utrecht, of whom 1 
have Confidence to ſay, and am content they know 
I fay fo, that there are ſome of them beyond them 
all iu Knowledge, and they are not inferior to any 
of them in conictentious Tenderneſs and Straight- 


neſs in the Cauſe of God : and therefore, my dear 
Friends, ſee to your ſelves in Time; and that ſo much 


the more, that Per ſons once engaged in theſe Exceſes 
ſeldom retreat, I hope ye will not miſtake my Free- 
dom ; for, if all the 
deſire toearry my Heart in my Forehead in 
Matters, without reſpect of Perſons, to teſtify and 
witneſs, as I can, againſt whatever Courſes ſeem to 


me to be a Declining from, or are oppoſite to the 


good old Way, wherein the Lord led and owned 
the Church of Scotland. 


Dear Friends, I make no Apology for what I have | 


ſaid, having ſpoken the Words of Truth and So- 
briety; and therefore, I ſhall add, That my Prayer 
to Cod for you is, That he may lead you on in all 


Truth, and give you the Spirit of Power, of Love | 


and ot a found Mind, that your Zeal may be ac- 
cording to Knowledge, and that in all Things you 
conxend for, you may be found to approve the 
Things that are more excellent, as inſtructed out of 
his Law, This, I fay, is the Deſire of his Soul, 
who is, | F 
Your Poor, but loving Brother, 

and Companion in Tribulation, 


R. MACWAR D. 


Remarks 


orld (hould be againſt me, 1. 


A Weight 
Memory of that faithful (and now glorified) Wit- 


a SE 
Remarks upon Mr, Wodrow's Treatment thereof. 


R. Wodrow,or his Admirers,can't reaſonably quat- 
rel the Copy of this Letter here publiſhed, as in 
any Thing differing from the Copy he had; ſeeing this 
was obtain'd from himſelf, who (it ſeems) keeps the 
Original among rhe ret of his Vouchers: Nor can 


be juſtly condemn what the Author has ſaid more, 


than he judged worth Room in his Hiſtory ; ſeeing 


I he ſays, in his Remarks upon it, The — of 


this pious, xealons and learned Miniſter oug ht to have 
Tis then a Wrong done to the bleſſed 


neſs, that his zealous, ſound and pious Reaſonings 
ſhould not been judged worth a Hearing, or tode- 
ſrve Room intirely in an Hiſtory of the Sufferings 
of them, for whom he was willing to ſpend and be 
ſpent 3 but being ſo mixed and eurtail'd,.as in that 


Hiſtory, muſt prove leſs ponderous, and bewray no 


zood Deſign in the Hiſtorian, who has dealt to by 
this and other honeſt Papers, | 
It were needleſs and tedious to notice, and inſiſt 


lon here his changing, contracting and miſplaeing 


the Eminent Author's Words and Phraſe, even in 
the Paſſages he culs out, to make them ſerve his Turn; 
ind mixing his own with them, as any who compares 
may ſee; and yet bath all marked, as if they were 
the Author's Words intire, and free from ſuch Al- 
by : which he introduces thus, He tells them, and 


m the Margin, Part of 4 Leiter by Mr, Robert 


Mackward to one of them ; Which, T bem, relating 
o ſome ſpoken of before, directs the Reader back, to 
e what them, Mr. LVodren Means; and in the 

| pre- 


— 
—.. ... — —— ——— ä4—Ü 
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preceeding Page 133. he has Camerenians and Sociery II 
People, by which Names he ſays, he'll ſpeak abi P 


in the following Part of his Work; and can't endure JWI 
that in England, or other Places, Cameronians and I pro 


Presbyterians ſhould be taken for che fame : Thug ite 


— — — , 
— —— =  - > 


he calumniates, and fixeth upon theſe faithful Wit Jnot 
neſſes of Jeſus Chriſt that Stigma, or Name of Re. fre 


proach, wherewith their Enemies had branded them, Jon. 
calling them after a Man; and falſely alledgeth falt 
that they termed themſelves ſo : and labours to in 
make his Readers, in this and future Generations, Lea 
believe the Calumny, thus confirmed, that they d 
were not Presbyterians, But he cannot produce ft 
one Inſtance among all the Cloud of —_— | 
whom he ſo reproacheth, evineing that ever any of n 
them did ſo term themſelves. Sure, in their writ» md 
ten and emitted Teftimonies, both publick and pri- In 
vate, eonjunctly of many, and ſeverally of particu- 
lax Perſons, they term themſelves Presbyteri- | 
ans; and do evidence that they were, not * 
ſoundeſt, and ſtricter Sort of that Perſwaſion ; but JD 
alſo, ſound Believers, and real Chriſtians, to whom mo 
it was not only given to believe in the Lord Jeſus 75 © 
Chriſt, but to ſuffer for his Name; when many, lr 
of theſe, whom Mi. Vodrom patronizeth as the only | bot 
Presbyterians, were left to deſert materially, or practi- aul 
cally deny Presbyterian Principles, and to decline fel. 
their Duty, crouch to, and comply with his openly bee 
ſtated Enemies, But, img 

Not to inſiſt here, nor to render Railing for Rail- er 
ing; *Tis well Mr. Modrow refers his Reader, in nt 
the ſame Page, to the Informatery Vindication, the Hind hay 
let looſe, &c. for their own Defences : where the Inc 
unbyalled Reader may ſec bis Calummics ſuffiico-| an 
4 "jon, 


Clety 


, in 
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fo 
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ly wiped of, b fore he wrote them, and their 
Practice and Pri 
Where they, whom he will ſpeak of by the re- 
proachful Epithets their Enemies caſt upon th 
ne called by other Names; They, whom he allows 
not any ſhould account ſo, appear to be truly 
Presbyterian, and the more found of that Profeſſi- 
om. And altho' hey obtained Grace to ſtand ſted- 


Iaftly, and reſiſt unto Blood, ſtriving againſt Sin 


ind were taught and enabled by their Lord and 
Leader to keep his Word, and not deny his Name, 


ind to keep the Word of his Patience, holding fo. 


at that no Man could take their Crown; yet, 


Mr. Wodrow in his Hiſtory makes their Stedfaſtneſa 
in the Lord's Covenant, their Zeal, for his Glo 
md Intereſt, their Fauhfulneſs in adbering to his 


Truth, contending earneſtly for the Faith, and te- 
fifying freely again the Uſurpers of their Lord's 


Prerogatives oyal, and his Church's coſtly Privi- 
leges (for in theſe 


Duties, wherein the Duty of the 
Day conſiſted, they were diſtinguiſhed from his 


moderate Party) to become their Reproach (which 
is their laudable Memorial) calling them, malig- 
nant-like, The warm Party, the warmer Sort, warm, 
bot Per ſons, the violent Party, Hig h-fliers ; opprobri- 
Jouſly calumniating them with Heig bes, Heats, Ex- 
I refſes, Extremes, Flights, a la-vole 


e, &c. as if he bad 
been bired to homologate their Enemies Upbraid= 


Jings of. and juſtify their Extremities and cruel Se- 
Rail- 


rerities againſt that poor (tho' really rich) Rem- 
nant , charging them with the ſad Effects of all the 
hainous and Wrath-procuting Defections of the 
Indulged and Tolerated, for whom he pleads ; 
whoſe Declinings from the covenanted Reformati- 
on, and Compliances with the Lord's Enemies, he 

. pal- 


— — — 


nciples ſet in a true and clear Light. 


378 ; 
palliates or extenuates ; as if that were the Sc ope of 
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his Hiſtory, But, it may be ſuppoſed, few, who 
are taught of the Lord, what they ſhould love and 
hate, and advert to his Word, will fall in Lore 
with ſuch Writings, or approve the Carriage and 
Courſe of his moderate Party, tho continued, with 
many Aggravations and Additions, unto this Day, 

He declines to inſert all this Letter, from Mr. 
'Macyard to them, on Pretence *tis long: Yet has 
printed Papers much longer, and perhaps the wiſe | 
and pious Reader will judge ſome of them ſuch as, 
Gib's blaſphemous Paper, and ſome others more 
moderate) as impertinent, and not more deſerving 
of Room in ſuch Hiſtories. But to have printed it 
all would not anſwer his Deſign; and might have 


diſcovered what he ſeems induſtriouſly to hide, viz. 15 


That his moderate Party had run to Extremes on 
the Left hand, and lay under a Guilt of Defection, 
to have been witneſſed againſt, repented of, and re- 
formed : And their Succeſſors, not behind them 
in a Courſe of Compliance, might thereby be te- 
flected on: Alſo it might have repreſented the 
Perlons, written to therein, (tho* not without Stain, | 
or Danger of Sin, in their militant State) far more ui 
favourably, than he ſaw agreeable to his End and | 
Scope. viz. his Friends, endeared Friends, whom the fi; 
Lord had ade fall in Love with, and follow pure Or- . 
ainaxces ; among whom appeared a Willingneſs, yea, 
a Readineſs to ſuffer for his Sate; with whom it was 
on his Heart to live and to die, &c. while he approves 
their withdrawing from the Indulged, with whole 
Way they were ſo juſtly grieved, and »þhsſe very 
Gedlineſs, as pleaded to vindicate their Courle, hath 
been (and will it not be fo ſtill?) of wore Preju- 
lice to the Work and Intereſt of Chriſt, thap the Ungor 
| n 


/ 
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lineſs of all the Prelates and Curates. Hence he weigh- 

| Yiily warns the Remnant, that, while they kept off 
o ſcheſe Left-hand Extremes, they might not vun down 

d Ine another with Diviſon among themſelves. | 

'e Any may obſerve, how partially and injuriouſly 
d Ythis Letter is treated by Mr. Wodrow, by gathering 
h ſind breakiug Sentences, and omitting others, and 
ye JParts of the ſame, not ſerving his Purpoſe 5 as, 
lr. after theſe Words, — deſtructive of the whole of the 
as id Cauſe of the Church of Scotland; he omits, In 
ile Jhave a lamentable Inſtance of this before your Eyes; 1 
wean, the Indulged Men, &c. Again, where Mr. 
IWodrow ſays, Then he tells them, He is about to 
indicate himſelf and Mr. Brown, that in the Hiſtory 
if Inda/gence, and other Papers, they laid no Foundati- 
Infor 1 e Exceſſes on the Rig hi- hand: He impoſcth 

iz. Jn his Readers, and wrongs the Author, and 
ruth too, by leaving out theſe Words, viz, — re- 
ining the Principles, on which we founded a Withdraws 


re- ig from the Indulged ; So that, theſe Exceſſes on 
em Sic Right Hand, were oppoſite unto the Compli- 
re- ces of the Indulged and their Patrons, called 
the int on the Left-band ; and juſtly withdrawn from; 
un, Fir a ſinful Lion is ene Extreme, and ſinful Sepa- 
ore Ftion anot her. | : 
nd I Accordingly that ſmall witneſſing Remnant did 
the ard and teſtify equally againſt both Extremes; 


Or- fis plainly and fully held forth in the Inform. Vin- 
yea, Nation, eſpecially Head IV. and other Papers. 
was ad Mr. Wodrow in lo much of them, though 
Ives ff ſtrive to wrett all here ſaid ; For, in the very next 
hole raf, Page 136. he inſerts Part of an Original Let» 
very Þ (as he calls it) from Mr. Alexander Shiels, da- 
bath A, Rotterdam, November 22d, 1680. (bete Mr. 
e. fla mard then welt) which aftords 5 * in this 
god- fle, warily cautioning againſt any Thing that 
eſs es might 


indulged ;) but never founded it upon per ſonal Mi ſde- 
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not her Adaiter than Chrift, perverting the right Ways f 


might give a Handle to either Extreme, while he 
taxeth an Exprefſion inthe End ofthe 6th Paragraph 
of that rude Draught of the Queen Fe ry Paper; ag 
if it declared, T hat any un ſuitable Deportment of Mi. 
niſters, or the not joining with their Brethren in the pub- 
lick Teſtimony, is a ſuffi-ient Ground of withdrawing from 
them, This (adds he) is not the Principle, or Pra- 
tice of the ( Hurch of Scotland; who have made, unlan- 
ful Entries, perver je Holdings of their Miniſtry from a- 


Lord; or unfruitful plaiſtering, and tampering Si enct, 
warrantable Grounds of Separation, (which may indeed 
ſcore off rhe Bulk of our Miniſters, Indulged and Nut- 


meanors, and Fainting upon 4 ſpecial Occurrence, This) | 
hath been Part of the Debates here; and ne ſhould guarg 
againft Exceſſes on either Hand, Their Meaning may 
be good, but J quarrel the Expreſſion, | 
Mr. Shiels here appears to have been of the ſam 
Mind with Mr. MMacward and others of the Faithſu 


there at that Time, and with the witneſſing, perle 


— 


1 

/ 

A 

B 

N 

* 

b 
cuted and reproached Remnant at Home (howeve 5 
ſome few particular Peri ns differed) anent the truſ þ 
and warrantable Grounds of Separation; for all th x, 
Cloud of Witneſſes then and ſince, .* t 
Separation, when not upon clear and juſt Groundy ff 
is 2 very great and hainous Sin, As is alſo the d 1 
ther Extreme, or Exceſs on the Lefi-hand, viz. af c 
Union, and Compliance in a ſinful Courie, whic 2 
may be termed a Contpiracy, among themlelvelſ | 
and a Confederacy that His People, who are taug x 
of Him, may not homologate, /ſa. viii. 12. vi 
But the Right+hand Excefles here ſeen in the Bud R 
with ſome few, or from ſuch Beginnings forcled 2 
and forwarned of, may point at, or have Relf ſi 
gence io, the Exceſſes that John Gib and his 1 0 


ſo much detame%. 
4 a naic. | \ | 
ble Errors of Joi n Gi, bad been diſcovered: Vo 
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lows tan themſelves, and drew other unto, tho 
mt yet grown to that Hir iu, as after ;Uicle 
they came to: which, as they began with fair Pre- 
rences, ſo they were firſt and molt detected and 
teſtified again!t by the Remnant, that were and are 
A Hint whereof we have Inf. 
P. 13. Now the abominable and damns- 


fert pretending 10 omtrip Others in a bot and vigorous 


ji Zeal aganſt all the then current Corruptions of the 
Time, did , | 
4 bled eſpecially at Miniſters Defectiont (then, not on- 


w | mc poor well meaning People, um- 


or mainly ex tperated with the Severities of the 


1 
— {ime as Mr. V/o41 om often alledgeth ) into a Con- 
4 ſorifh:v with bin, in his delirious Deluſions, tho not 


all of them alike to the full Length of his Sorceries and 


| Blaſphemies : Neither did his Followers increaſe to 
1 ſuck a Number, as was then feared and reported, bein 


within 30, and moſt-part V Vomen———being diſcovered 
by many, particularly by M.. Cargil, whoſe Miniſtry he 
rejected. And albeit he was not detected in 1680, 
when this Let er (as is alledged ) was written; 
but in the Spring 168 1. Yet the Myſtery of that 
Iniquity was covertly working ſooner. For after 
tlie Break at Bothnel, Mr. Cargil, with many others, 
fled 10 Holland, net any Field-preachers being, then 
in the Land; tome well-meaning Perſons had re- 
ceived bad Impreſſions of them ; as that Mr. Ca, 
gil aud Mr. Douglas had not only been long ſilent, 
jyim aſide fron: the put lick and free Exerciſe of 
— Miniſtty before Bathnel; but allo now ſince, 
were f like Hiy.lings, &c. Upon which at his 
Retu „ they div ſcruple to hear Mr. Cargil : and 
after Airs-moſs, July 1650, he retiring into England; 
ſuch ic kon d thcit Scruples grew more valid, and 
that they had Ground to withdraw from _ 
0 


N 
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Kobert Elewing, who, it ſeems, about that Time, be- 
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Alſo ſome of theſe tender ſcrupulous Perſons: 
being in Holland, had notice that Mr. Mer Smith 
went once ( as is faid, for Trial) to hear Mr, | 


gan to plead for Union with the Indulged, and 
hearing them, as ſuch ; and did employ ſome of 
them in his own Pulpit. For this they would | 

not joyn in Fellowſhip with Mr. Smith: Tho' Y 
this ſtedfaſt Martyr witneſſed againſt the Indulged 
and allCompliers to his laſt Breath; yet he had it to 
complain of iu his laſt Teſtimony, (Cloud of VVitneſ= | 
ſes, P. 19.) I was withdrawn from by ſome, as having 
given Offence to them by my proteſting againſt their 
VVay in a Particular, and tho they had been right, Net l 


it was not 4 Ground to have made ſuch a Separation from The 


me, much leſs from theſe, who joined with me; and if How 
any Diviſion be longer kept up, upon that Account; fam 
they will find it a great Iniquity, | mre 

Some of theſe, who juſtly avoided the one Ex= und 
treme of ſinful Union with ſuch, as were oft at the. di 
Left-hand by Defection, did unjuſtly run to the xt 
other of ſinful Diviſion. Inf. Vind. P. 15, ( An- add 
ns 1681 ) James Ruſlel diſcovered ſome nnwarranta- Te t 
ble Exceſſes (preſſing indifferent Things as the moſt Pro. 
neceſſary Duties; as, about Naming the Days of the ſhag 
Wrek and Alont hs of the Tears, &c.) and otherwiſeim- Jne 
ping upon Mens Conſciences : whereupon he and we hat 
parted. After nhich he branded and aſperſed us with Jing 
Jaiſe Charges, as if we had turned aſide to groſs Defefti» yh 
ons, and palliating and Plaiſtering the Corruptions of the pro 
Time He ny Iv herein with ſome few, and even Job 
with ſome who had given little ſatiching Refentment, tm 


oh their former Extravagancies with Gib; being by them 11 


appianded and frensihned in ki: fort ſaid Exceſſes. Hence Co 
tis plain that Redfait Party are unjuſtly defamed {ef} 
by Mr. Wodron, imputing thels Exceſſes to them, Jth: 
| | | Who ta 
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ho teſtified mol} againſt the ſanic on all | Hands: 
ut, as he ſays, Some in this Church at this Day, are 
wolved in, aud in Hazard of the ſame Exceſs ; ſo 
e might have named moe than he has done; and 
ave told that ſome who went too far with Gib o- 
hers in Ruſſels Nicetics, and the like, as not uſing 
iquor, and other Neceſſaries, of which the then 
yrants got Exciſe, or Culloms ; and upon ſuch 
kecounts ſeparating from Mr. James Renwick and 


She Witneſling Remnant who. adhered to him. 


ccordingly there is a Paper intituled, A true Re- 
tion of the Anſwers, which the Miniſters in the 


IWetherlands, to whom e nent, gave, &c. In the Cloſe 


hereof they lay, We went to Philingius 
ſounger, He asked at us, if we knew where 
fames Ru ſel was? We told, in Franeter. He ad- 
nixed, that he, that was ſo ſtrick, ſhould ſtudy 
inder a Cocceian. We told him that it was an 
rdinary Thing, for unſtable Men to float from one 
xtreme to another, To which he aſſented; and 
added, that he thought it was for his Bread. Then 


Þe told us, how it bchoved Faxes to depart from 
Croningen privately, becauſe of his irregular Mar- 
lage, He asked alto, what Mr, Flint was doing? 


e told him, that ſometimes he preached, —and 
that 7 hewas Ruſſel lad been with him alſo preach- 


ing. He wondred more at that; that Mr. Flint, - 


Whom he hiniſelf heard fo Rifly oppoſe the Cocceian + 
Profe ſſor in Groningen, ſhould own Thomas Ruſſel, 
who both ſtudied under the Cocceian, and for what 
could be learned, had vothing for Ordination, but 


r Teſtificate from one Vander Wayne, and ſome other 


Cocceian Min iſſers. And that it was thus, Pro- 
ſeſſor Marie confirmed it to us in theſe Words, 
that lie had no more fer Ordination than Mr, Flint 
lad ; which was a bare Teſtimony of his Studies: 


At- 
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At Lewarden in Friezland, the iſt of Decem. 1688. 
I. LINNING. COLLIN ALISON, 
Theſe then were the Excefles on ' tre Rights und 
the pious Author reaſons againſt; and noi againf} 
Separation from the Fndulged, or their Patrons, 
Hence, he complains they had withdrawn from 
Mr. Hogg and himſelfs; but not a Word of Mr, 
Robert Fleming; who/tho' he was never actuilly 
indulged, but had written againſt the Indulgence 
yet, now was pleading for them, and exienuating, 
or palltating their Defection. 


To conclude, tho“ Mr. Wodrow, by his Mareital 
Note on this Letter, 21x. The aggravated Evil of 


Separating from Miniſters, lcems to inſinuate the Tn» 
dulged, and Miniſters of like Defections; yer, it is 
plain by tiis Lerter, ard thit, of Mr, Shields, that 
they and the faithful Martyrs aforctiid, who wit- 
neſſed valiantly to the Death, held that ſuch Com- 
pliers, according to the Principles of the Church of 
Scotland, founded on and warranted by the written 
Word of God, ſhould been withdrawn from, while 
continuing ſucfi; and not owned nor countenan- 
ced, as the actual Ambaſſ»dors and faithful Mi- 
nifters of Jeſus Chriſt : Unti! offenſive and back- 
ſliding Courſes ſhould be confeided and turned from, 
Fer, 15. 19. Withal granting, (as Inf. Vind. P. 
116.) That, whenever the -Cauſes of Diſtance 
ſhould be rightly removed, Offences and Defecti- 
ons acknowledged and foiſ ken they would with 
all Readineſs concur, (which is the Mind of that 
Party to this Day) reckonin: it not to much the 
2iving the Offcnce, as dete, ding of, and continu- 
ing in it, that did and doth' warrant their With- 


FINIS. 


drawing. 


A TABLE 


o- 


A la-vojee, upon the Flight. 
HGandux, to forſake. 
#eqeicſee, to teſt ſatisfied. 
Aube ſium adhering. 


I 4 majore ad minus, from the 


more to the leſs, a Form 


of arguing. - os 

4 ue, in the Year. 9 
Antagumiſ, the oppoſite 
Contende r. 

Antegede ter, ant ecedently, 
ot foregoing · 


Ant i-ereftians, Perſons ar 
gainſt Eraſtianiſ m, or civil 
Supremacy in the Church. 

Amt m,, a Purge. 

Apology, Excuſe, or Defence. 

45% gize, to make Excuſe. 

Ap feat ze, to bachſlidc, 
make Detection. | 

Applaud, to commend, 

A quatenus ad one, from 
ſo far as, to all of that Kind, 
a Way of arguing. 

Aſſumption, the ad Propoſi- 
tion in an Argument, cal- 
led the _ 

Baſis, Foundation, or Baſe. 

Cetcr 45 the reſt, other 


Things. 8 
Candent, red hat. 
Candency, Hotne ſs. 
Caſſandrian, uncertain. 
Caſus Jonfeſſionis, Caſe of 
Coufe ſſion. 
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TABLE of the mere diffcult 
Words in this Book, explained, for 
helping the Linlearned to underſtand 
what they read. * 


Catachreftick, abuſive, im- 
pro per. 
Catactropbe, an Overturn. 
Cbaracteriſtic, Mark. 5 
f a being, of 
Co-exifgence, ( ftanding to- 
.Co-exifiency, ( gether at 
: one Time. 
Co-rncides, falls in with. 
Complexs Bulk or Whole. 
' Concludency, force to cofts 
clude. 2 
Concomitanter, concomitant 
ly, together. | 


INS, 
Conkftency, ſtanding toge- 


ther. 

Contexture, Compoſute, of 
Frame. \- vi 
Coram, inPreſence. befote. 
Critick and Fwridical, Pows 
er of judging, or making 

Laws- 


Decorum, Come lineſs, Beau - 
ty. | 
Delinquent, guilty Perſon, 


De novo, of new. 
Dilate, to enlarge. 
Diſlacation, diſplacings 


| D:ſparity, Unequalneſs, 


{ 
Effgie, Image, Picture. 
1 4d Aen. 


Concomitaucy, accompany- 


* 
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Empbaſis, the Force. Ludibrie, Mock, Laughing- pet 
Emxly, earneſtly, ſtock. _ ; Rei; 
Epitbet, a Quality added. Macbination, Contrivance. ga 

Ergo, Therefore: It intro- | Major, the firſt Propoſition, Rei 

ureth, or implieth the Mae Miznies,more and leſs. ga 
Concluſion, in an Argu- Maxtm, à Principle, Rei 

ment; as Page 31. Ergv, | Metamorpboſed, changed, er | xy, 

They are not to be heard, | transformed. * 

nor owned, as the Mini- Medium, Mids, or Mean, the 6413 

ſters of Jeſus Chriſt; $0 in | middle Term in Argument, to 

Page 32, Cc. | Minor, the latter Propoſiti- gece 

Eruption, a breaking out. on, in an Argument. deri 
Evaſion, a Shift, or Eſeape. | Monopoirze, to eng roſs all. ſi 

| cc. Et cetera, and the reſt. Nefariouſneſs, Wickedne(s, Seq: 
1 Ex conceſſis, from Conceſſi- | Non-confurmiſts, Not Con- in 
| ons, an arguing from what | formers or Compliers, Sim 
b the Pleader grants. Non. indulged, Not ind th 
Z Exegetick, explaining. | Non ſequitzzr, an ill Conſe- gon 
| Exotick, foreign, or ftrange, | quence. _ gor. 
j Exploits, notable Acts. Obliqueo, indirectly. 1 
Gradatim, by Degrees. Obltbion, Forgetfulneſs. 0 
Gravamen, Weight, Griey- | Odizm, Hatred, Reproach. Jop 


4 } ance. 

Hic & xc, here and now, 
put for Time and Place. 

1 Fypotbeſi, in Suppoſition, or 

q Application of Principles, 

i Did. ibidem, in the ſame 

f P lace. 

i. e. for id est, that is. 

Je ju no, ſcant, or hungry. Paria, equal, agreeable, 

Jens fatuurs, wild Fire. | Patrociny, Protection. 

| gCaoratio Klenchi, Ignorance, | Patromze, to plead for, or 
| or Miſtake of the Queſtion, | protect. 

'% Impar congreſſus, unequal | Pawcillanimity,Cowardlinels- 

Match. Pale mick, of Controverſy. © 

Tazreſs, Entrance. Poteftatrve Miſſion, a Sending 

b In mala fide, in ill Credit. with Power. | 

| In terminiis, in Terms, or Poftern, Back-door. 'F 
Words. | Premiſes, foregoing Propo- » 

Int validity, Weakneſs. ſitions. | : 

I pſo facto, by tkat very D:ed. | Primary, firſt, former. 


Omni noc s, boding Evil. 
Opium, cauſing Sleep. 
Orthodox, ſound, 
Paradox, a Strange, abſurd 
— or opinion, | | 
Parentbeſis, interjected,. 2 
Word (or Sentence) caſt in 
Parity, Equality. 


1 
6 
— 


4 Labyrinth and Maz', a dan- Propoſitions a Sentence, but 
. gerous and puzzling Difh- | 'olten the firſt in an Argu- 
culty. ment. 


Lacey, to ſerve, or att: n Pride, or Prtyid, rotten. 
L of lip, 0c Fall. | £zirandCoſo,pliable andfit 
| 6 


it. 


ing Pages or Particulars. 


the hard Words. 387 
Rabies Theologorum, Rage | Superplus, over- much. 

of Divines. Stigmatized, branded, or mar- 
Recto, or in redo, directly. Red. 
Re-introduce, to bring iu a- Fig, a Mark. 


gain. | Stratagem, witty Shift, 
Re- iterate, to repeat, or doa- | Spal ma, a Miſtake, Fault. 
gain. wper ſedeas, a Bill of Eaſe, 
Reſume, to take again. Syrene, deluding, charming 
Revere and adore, to Reve- | Terminis terminentihus, in 
rence and Worſhip. | fo many Words. 


Salamander, a Creature ſaid } Theſi, in Poſition, or Princi- 
to * — in the Fire. e. 1 Be. Fo 
Jeceſſon, removing. Theſes, univerſal Propoſiti- 
eries, Race, Order, gucceſ- _ 4 K 
ſion. / 1 Tribenal, Judgment:ſeat. 
Seqq. & Seqq. and the follow - Ubi Tra, where above ci- 
ted. 


Limpliciter, ſimply, altoge- | viz. videlicet, to wit. 
ther. 5 Under-Lee, at Diſadvan- 
Somzie, Sonnet, or Cant. tage. 


Jorites, à Kind of Argument, | Urim and Thummin, Lights 


| Sopite, faft aſleep. 


by caſting many Propoſiti- and perfections, Knowledge, 
ons together in a Heap. in divine Truths, and Pu- 
rity in Doctrine and Life. 


{ The Author moſtly uſeth the Words, or Phraſe, 


of holy Scripture ;, yet theſe Few Texts are cited 


by him. 548 

Page 5 Page 
Jap vii. 0, , 2, 19514. 55 Mal. ii. 5. 6, 7, 8, o. 182 
I Fam. ii. 27, go. 181 | Mat. vii. 20. 110 
2 Sam. xii. 557. ö 105 Luske xii. 49,51. 5 TL 
Pſal. Ixxxili. , 832 [Acts XX. 20, 27, 46 
' Pal. cxxxiii 2.32 | Rom xiv. 1. 159 
P/al, cxxxii. 18. Rom. XVI. 17. 2 3 
Prov. xxviii. 44 299 | 1 Cor. iii. 18. 280 
Cant. viii. 8, 9. 336 [ Gal. ii. 5 » 293 
Jer. ii. 25» 21 | Pbil. 1. 15, 16. 159 
Jer. 11.35. 22. Phil. ii. 3+ 2.82, 
Jer. iv. 22. ; 359 Phu. 111. 15, 16. 174 

Jer. viii. 6, 7, 8, 13. 263 2 Tim. i. 7, 8. 
Lam. v. 16. 191 [ Tit. ii. IF» 194 
Trek. xi. 15, to 22. 146 Jude ver. g, 21. 76 
Dati. ix. 1g, Ig 21 | Rev. ii. Ch, 07, 227 
Mica. iii. 8: | 45 | Bev. i. and. ĩũi. Ch. 186 
Hag. ii. II, 12, 13. 24 | An 
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An Iudex divelting to ſome remarkable Paſſage; 


Page 


A 
Acceptance of Indulgence high Diſlopalty \ 2 


2 
Adducing Scripture for ill scope and End, is a peryer- 
verting, wreiting, G. thereo 
Adverſary gains more by Unions, than by Oppoſitiom to 


the Indulgence 144 
Advice, to give a healing Teſtimony 29 
Angels cannot Vindicate the Accepters, 15g 
Apologies without Repenrence incenie 822 

- A Principle of Conſcicnce and Light binds from hearing 
the Indulged | 267 
Appeal, a ſolemn one tobe recorded 254 
Appearance before the Tribunal 187 

Arguments from general Commands of Love ſhould not 

cool our Contendings for Truth, 73, (076. 


Aſſemblers Concluſions cauſe Diviſion 262. 32. 229 


Aſſemblies in Eatiuburgb, with Obſerves thereon 26I 
Aſſurance objective and ſubjectwe 4 
Aſſurances in this Debate for Proof 41 
Athanaſius againſt the whole World 257 
- Attainments, Comfort, &c. found in a right Path 112 
Authority for Edification, - Deſtrustion 307 
Beauty in a Teſtimony confiſts in what | 2753 
Begging of the Quettion, miſerable 18% 
Bentge(s to Backſſiding, ours like Jer. 8. 263 
Blood of Chritlt cries for Vengeance | 323 
Blood of the Cauſe in Skirts of Projects for Peace, Me- 
thods of Healing, Unions, Cc. 5 
Bond preſt ou Priſoners, plain Perjury 32 
Bounds hardly ſet to growing Defection 134 
reach of Covenant Perjury with the Indulged _ 
rnain milerable in her Kings, Cc. 345» 34 
rows (Mr. Fo.) ſpoke laſt on P. 22. His Death a 
Wrath-preſa — 91. His Faithfulne B, Zeal, 
Cc. he vindica.ed, | | 154 
Byaſs of Court, to counfenance Adverſaries 23 


C 
alder wood's Hiſtory reviſed. by General Aſſembly. 127 
Cameron, (Mr. Richard) Inftance anent him 156 
Caution in adducing Scriptures 8 
Caution to be uſed about Projects of Union 244 
Cauſe wrong'd by Pleaders for Indulged, more than by 
Profanity of Prelates 8 19 


Uenge, a yery plain one to all, &e. 160 
Challenges P ? Check 
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Check to Pleaders for the Indulged 
Chriſtianity degenerate tirſt by Defection 
Chriſtian Prudence, wherein 
Church-dividers, Complicrs with Uſurpers 


Compliers with Eraſtianiſm Scandalous N27 

Conce ſſions, the Pleader's conſidered, ſome accepted. o- 
thers to be qualified 44 to 65 

Confuſion and C ontention, when and how, 8 


Contending for Truth, Cc. the Beauty and Badge of Mi- 
nittez and Proteflor . 
Contendings for ( hriſt's Intereſt, the Teſt of our Loy- 


alty and Fidelity t Him, &c. 54 
Conſiderations propoſed tor « Cloſe 285 
Council-curates aud Biſh ps Curates 26, 89 
Court Licence, ae one, its Effect 298, 364 
Courſe, its Diſcovery maſt neceſſary | 192 
Credit miniitena), whatit , &e, 2: 
Crimes of Prop. 1. With te Grounds, and the Pleaders 
Scope, 1. wronging *! pP. Fo. 2 DeſtroyingConceſſi- 
ons. 3 Condemri'g © onictjors, Co. 82 
Crown of Britan ut jectid to the Romiſh Beaſt. 387 
Cup of Hol Water, for pt act and Union, Cc. 39 
Curates of both Kinds in à Parity 133 
Curſe of a broken Covenant to be poured out ** 006 
Days after Days to be ſet a for Mourning 264 
Debate decided by Rome — 259 
{ Declarative Glory of God the Principal 94 
Declining th ir Authority, no Apologie 305 
Deed, an abominable Deed, his Soul hateth 4 
Deſection of theſe Courſes can't be hid _ 411-92 
De par ters from Chnrch-fellowſhip,. who 126 
Di cover of Intquity a Reproach 159 
Diiparifics bet w ixt Inqulged and Curates, 14. 15 
Di pleaſure ag nit a faithful Teſtimony | 277 
Diputations doubttul, how and wherein | 16 


Divinnon ( when finſul) more hainous than many other 2. 1 


bominations + 4 8 257. 
” Diviſions, whereof Chrift is Author, for which 4 are to oy 
$ ble him, as a Token for Good | 51, 52. 
Diviſive, crycd, and Unity prefer'd to verity. 21 
Doctrine of Goyernment, that Ch. iſt is King, Ge. 20 
Draught of aLetter to indulged; how 3 
Duxe de Aluaꝰs Bowels in York's Boſom 36g 
Eſſects, Coniequences rt founded on theix Cauſe 149, 202 
Emphaſis of $c1ipturenot to be left out ARS? - 
Engagezs, Men of Defection, &e, 222, 
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( of the Church Presbyterian 
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390 he Judex. 
Entry of Indulged and Curates parallel 


Enquiry into the Nature of Unions needful 2 
Eraitianiſm eſtabliſned by the Indulged 93 
is equally abjured with Epiſcopacyg 234 
—— of Corruptions &c. How 205, 206 
Evidence of Faithiulneſs in Pleaders, Cc. 111 
Evidence of Defection, the Advice to Priſoners 297 
Evidences of his. Diſpleaſure to be obſerved 246 
Extremes to be guarded — on all Hands 216 
Falling from firſt Love, &c. Cauſe of Mourning 46 

. Falſe Teachers are not to be heard 28 
Falting and Prayer camgadtly pled for 25 9,269 
Fleming (Mr. Rob. jw. againſt the Indulgence, 13,25, 36,267 
Forbearance, when tu be exerciſed, c. 289 
Freedom will readily irritate 1 249 
Friend diſpatghed with a Foe by ſo Pleading 35 
Foundations af Reformation overturned 239 
Fury and Wild-fice are ary” Names put on Zeal, &c, + 55 

. ©, 

| Generality unite in deteſtable Neutrality, ec. 88 
Godlineſs of Men, extenuates not their fin 136 


Good for the Church that all the Indulged had at the firſt 
turned to Prelacy | 


2 
Grace and Goodneſs of the Accepters aggravates the 


Guilt of their Acceptance of Indulgence 18, 19. 
Grace will qualify for Pleading right 68 
Grounds of Union to be carefully guarded 245 
Guilt of r Ce. 226 
Gutbry (Mr. Ja.) died Martyr, = hy, GC. 152. ga 
Hair*s-Breadth over Boundaries ſet, not fo go 
Hamilton Declaration 297, 315 
Heights and Heats, Cc. talk'd of by G. Brernet 150 
Healing of the Breach with P. Reſolutioners 241 


Hints, for Conviction and Vindication 294 


Hiſtory of Ny fections, &c. ſuppreſſed 64, 269 

— — — 196 

How to gain the Ground we have loſt 2487243 
* * 


I 
Impertinent, fo plead from the Goodneſs of Perſons to 
the Goodneſs of Actions 9 
Indulged practically deſtroy Presbyterian Government 
25. have no Preference to Curates 35. have broxenuß 
Communion with their Brethren 92. no Friends to 
Field- meetings to be marked and avoided 146, of 
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The Index. | 
5 i1d of Truth 8. a ſinful Courſe,Dilloy- 
' Indulgence, — Co _—_ 32. oppoſite to Presbyte- | | 
\ ty » d. principles. 33+ runs thro? the | 
nian Government and, Principles. 3 49,234 
5 Channel of curſed Supremary ' 1 7 3 | 
; {| Inference, Mr. Brown's, anent Hearings ft * religi- 3 | | 
1 jutroduction, wherein Qualifications requi f | 0 
5s | ous Contenders 3 1 
. : N | : i 
Keenneſs in Cenſuring ſhould be impartial — _ || 
5s | King's Damage, what may counterbalance * _ 5 1 
a | King's Image not to be ſtamped on Bullion 47 | 
o elan, perſecuted by his Brethren a 79 | 
> | Language abus'd to callIndulged Non-conformms. of th 5. 
9 | Limits of Minifterial Authority, is a Declarate ot tus | 
M. 4 þ 44 
b Matter of Wonder, that many caſt us not oſt 217 | 
5 | Meeters to be Mourners, exe Members 2.99 
Meeting after Meeting to ſearch, and mourn 239 
8 | Meeting at Edinburgh Eraſtian 2c. Deſerted in Acts, 
6 c. Zr. their Courſe and Carriage have a ſad Dialect 
22. tho*embalmed,they ſtink 2.3. Acts of ill Import 278, 32g 
22 | Meetings that will not be found Presbyterian / 157 
a Men dying preſs'd to a Healing Teſtimony hy | 
170 that a Party diſſented, 52 and witneſsꝰd againſt the . 
9 Diſloyalty, &c. of the. Indulg ed, and Encouragerss 59 
68 Methods of Union to be mourned over. 245, 260 +» |} 
15 | Miniſters 600, carried on Publick Reſolutions 124 | 
26 | Miſchief and Miſeries, on the Remnant — - . 288 | 
22 | Miſprifion of Treaſon, more than 291 | 
+ Þ Nother of Diviſions and Miſchiefs, Indulgeg ce g |. 
47 {| Nultitude concerned in W 160 to 165. | 
15 | 33 | | 
50 Names of Meekneſs, Love, Ce. pretended to 210 
41 | Neceſſity of plain Dealing unpleaſant a 200. 
Negatives, or Omiſſions, Cauſes of Mourning , 45 
59 Never tun ſo faſt, as when leaving Truth behiad 43 
[ | O ; 
49 | Obligation of Covenant real, not only perſonal, &c. 129 
þ is the Word explained and accomodate to us 238 
I Obſervation of Omiſſions warn to ſtand aloof 249 
9 Odiouſneſs of the Name Drvidey, ſhould not make us di- 
. vide from them ſo reproached for their Duty 8 
miſſion of Appointments for Faſting, Cc. | 


Opportunity let ſlip, provoketh to depriye 274 
Ordination infringed by the I — 23 - 


© 1 : 25% 
4 Omiſſions in the Pleaders Propoſals, are propoſed, ©'c. 227 - 
10 

Oyetdrivings of the Court · Faction 


— 335 
Over- 
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Overturniag, whether by Dividea, or Union 240 
Paper, how directed anſwered in order 3 


Paradox to a carnal Man and Mind | 362 
Parity evident, &'c. Between Indulged and Curates 35 
Partiality, to be againſt Bond, and far Union, Cg. 6 
Peace, without Contending for Truth, a Conſpiracy 95 
Peace cryed, and War prepared by lome _ I 
Peaceableneſs not Peace, a Part of pute Religion 5 
Peace ſhould have Truth for its Foundation, Oc. 
People froward, to be healed, ere comforted 
Peoples Liberty of calling Miniſters taken from them, 
the Church in her Privileges, and Chritt in his Prero- 
ö — wrong'd, more than ufficient Grouid of with⸗ 
drawing i : 2 119 
Perjury and Defection in complying with Eraſtianiſm 148 
' Perſons whohave an ill Turn in their Hand 


2 
Piety and Parts only, make not Men Mimiters of Chriſt 18 


Pleading, how a ſtealing Names out cf the Ward 7 
Pleading for Union with ſome, a Daubing with untempe- 

red, Ce. 3 85, 36 
— for Peoples giving Bond for Miniſters ag8 
Plow-man's ſimple Queſtion to Miniiters in Scotland 188 
Poſt and Duty of Chriſt's soldiers, Minitters, Oe. 2 4 
Poſtſcript to the 24 Letter about the C-!5, mentioned 5 
Power Miniſterial muſt ſhew jts Warrant 142 
Predictions, without Propheſyings obſcrvable 262 


Presbytries, c. by Supremacy, not Chi iis Courts 26 
Propoſals better, of the Pleader's Omitji-ns 237, to 249 
Qualifications of Curates confer'd with the Lndulg. ds Ge, ig 


- 2 plain one, cloſly applicd 104, 105 
ueftion, with whom the Diviſion is fo be lodged 1985 * 
Queſtioning by Way of Anſwer, 165. 204 
Rage, much againſt juſt and faithful Fr dom 2 
Railing, &c. found with the Party oppoving us 224 
Ravings, or Rage, not to be regarded 209 
Reflections perſonal, cautioned and g'alitied 57 
Remove, or Cece ſſion from Church- fellow ſh p, how 214 toa220 
Remnant, by what Courſes moſt Rent 232 


Repentance only prayed for to the Meeters 263 
Reproach caſt on the Remnant to Ui rolled away 949 
Re{olutioners Publ. how they dealt with Worthies. 82 
Ruin of à Church is ever by the Miuiſtarts 186 
Rule of Judging Miniſters not Profe iſion, but Practice 110 
Riether ford s Character, one of his Sayings 66 
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bad$ights, more deplozable than Dividionz Cc. 56 to. 2 
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Satzn ſeduceth Men from Truth te Defection. 3 
Scope of the Pleader, Union, Healing, Cc. conſidered, . g7 
sentence paſt on the Indulged, as not to be heard. go, gr 


Signification of the Lord's Diſpleaſure. 24 
short Story of indifferent Men's Thoughts. 235 
Silence perſwaded to, makes others ſpeak, Cc. 272 


Simple are eaſy deceived with good Words, Names, &c. 9g, 9 
sin the greateit Inconveniency, with Hearers, &'c. 106, 107 


Speciality of Ungodlineſs, deſperate in Defection. 21 
Spirit that acted our old El jabs de ſiderate now. 29 
stories of Union and Healing, to kinder Duty. 924 
gtorm of Vengeance, for Steps of Defection. 32 


Story of D. Crigbton, Preach, and bold your Tongue. 269 
Suffering againft Pre lacy, in Compliers with Eraſtianiſm. 48 


Sufferings of honoured Martyrs, how darkned, Cc. 49 
$upplication for firſt Martyrs, refuſed in a Synod. 226 
$ynagogue Eraſtian, in —_— Account. 20, 174 
Teſtimony,againſt Indulgence,&c. how to be given. 168,299 
Thruſt at the Credit of Perſons at a Diſtance. 208 
Time of Differences, a Time of Diſtraction, Ce. 201 
To ſpeak as the Oracles of God, how. 42, 169 
Tranſumpt of that Stratagem of old Enemies. 230 
Tribunal of * Chriſt,how anſwer thereat, Ce. 225 
Truth obtained Vidctery, and triumphed, how. 227 
Truth's Tribunal fled to in this Debate. 41 
Union, departed from 124, in what Caſe a Sin, G 257 
Unions, demonſtrate Brethren in Iniquity, how. 90 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, how. 250 
Unſtableneſs in teſtifying, e. condemned. 169, 272 
Uſurper and Indulged to be witneſſed againſt. 278 
Vaſtneſs of Difference betwixt bearing with, Cc. 292 
Vengeance of a broken Covenant, dreadful. 20 
Vows and Oath bind againſt Eraſtianiſm, Oc. 266 
1 Watchmen's Work to contend earneſtly for the Faith, 229 
Welſb (Foba) his Teſtimony approved, G 126 
Wickedneſs of their Courſe to be remonſtrate, Oc. 125,274 
Withdrawing ſhould be univerſal, from, Cc. 107 
Withering Wind from the Lord upon the Indulged. 365 
1 World may judge who are Lovers of Truth. 253 
Work of the Day differs in different Times. 130 
Worthies and Witnefles condemned. / 2.77 
Wrath of God like to ſurpriſe us all aſleep. 190 
Wrongs the Indulged have done to Chriſt, Ce. 291 
cal againſt the Nefarious Attempt wanting. 197 
Teal forthe Lord's accounted Rabie s,, 
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394 Myr. Brown's Letter; 


NS NN PULLING 
A Letter from Holland, dated Oct. 18, 1677, 


Wortby and dear Brother, 

THe Report I had of a new Project, of conveying in a- 
mong you 4 Trojan wa for the third Time (An In- 
dulgence, I mean, as tis called; but ſurely ſtrongly pre- 
— Anti mony to the Deſtruct on of our Lord's Cauſe and 
ntereſt) was ſad to me, and aſſlicting: The Lord's helping 
of you, as hitherto, ſo now to ſee the Cruelty of this ten. 
der Mercy, and the deadly Hook under this Bait, was og 
the other Hand no ſmall refreſhing to my Spirit. Brother, 
whither are we now gone? that the dreadful and undeni- 
ably bitter Con'equents of the former ſeeming Favours of 
theſe implacahle Enemies of this kind, have not made us 
fo wiſe as the ſillieſt Bird that hath a Wing, in whoſe Eyes in 
vainis aNet ſpread Shall we think of taking a newDraught 
ef their Poiſon after our Bowels are rent aſunder with the 
former, and our Zeal, and native Chriftian Heat is almoſt 
quite deſtroyed by their intoxicating Potions, prepared ac- 
eording to the Marhiavelian Maxim, divide & impera? To 
ſpeak nothing of the palpable and dreadful Conſequences of 
the Indulgence among the Generality of People, where the 
ſame hath been planted aud taken Root; Nor of the Con- 
firmation Enemies have had thereby, in their Antichriſtian 
Oppreſſion aud tyrannous Acts; or of the virtual Approbation 
given hereby unto the Perſecution of godly and faithful Mi- 
niſters and People; for that indiſpenſible Duty of bearing 
and preachim in and out of Seaſon, whether as to Time 
or place. Oh! are we ſo weary of the Croſs of Chrift, that 
we are crying out QUIETNESS and REST, upon 
any Terms? [I have heard of a 3 given in to 
the Counci' by two Lords in Name of the Noxconformifs; 
the Contents whereof, abſtracting from all other Things, 
are no ways ſatisfying to me; and I perſwade my ſelf, are 
as diſſatisfying to you. What have we to ſeek of theſe O- 
verturners of the whole Work of Reformation, and Interejts 


of Jeſus Chriſt, but that they would repent of their unparal- | 
jelable Wickedneſs and Oppoſition to Chriſt? And as anFyi || 
dence thereof, overturn their own Overturnings, and reſtote | T 
us prima infiantia * to our former Eſtate and Condition, 1 
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+ Divide and Command. * At fir I:fauce. 
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' Way, in the moſt plain Path 


— 2 


Anent the third Indulyence. 


in all Points; and give us Ground to hope, that, in our 
advancing to a further Degree of Reformation than we have 
attained, we ſhould not have their Toleration, (fer tolera- 
io ſemper e mali + but their Concourſe, according to 
their Places. This, and nothing elſe, ought to be our De- 
maid in cur Maſter's Matters. We are not to be Huckfters 
and Chapmen; but to ſtand upon Hoofs: And what we 
ak not, we really give away, in the Lerd's Account, 
who calls for more Faithfulneſs and Stediaſtneſs, than alas! 
s to be found among us. Shall I hope, that this Plot of the 


1 Enemy will mi give? or, ſhall what I fear come to paſs ? 
Are there any looking over the Brae? 1 fear God in his 


holy, juft, and righteous Judgment. ſhall give them up to 
follow their Look, to their own ſtumbling and falling, to 


me cauſing of others alſo to ſtumble and fall: The Lord 
* prevent it. Muſt he not be blind, who doth net now ſee, 
that the Deſign of the Enemy is to lull us aſleep? that with 
de more Eaſe and Facility they may ſo lay their Train, for 
7 canſing their Mine to ſpring, which ſeems to be ſo laid, as 
it once they may blow all up. The Conſideration whereof 


makes me think, that even in caſe, inſtead of this Iadul- 


® gence, they ſhon'd command all Miniſters to return to their 
- own Charger, they ſhould not be obeyed; for he that com- 
{ nands us, to be ſi-zple as Doves, enjoins us alſo to be wiſe 
u Serpemts: And therefor-. having todo with ſuch as give 
© tot the leaſt Sign of ſo much, as a notorignſly feigned Re- 
nor ſe, for what they have done, let be of a morally ſerious 
'$orrow 3; what can even common Prudence expe, 

eyen their greateſt ſeeming Reſpects and Favours are inten- 
&d for our more certain and irrecoverable Ruine? Theſe 
Things ſeem plain to ſuch as will ſee ; but when we betake 


but that 


our ſelves to the Counſels of Fleſh and carnal Policy, what 
Wonder if God ſo give us up, that we ſhall not ſee our 

? It did affright and aftoniſh 
ne, when I heard of a Letter written to Mr. Jobs Welſch, 
to diſſwade him from his intended Purpoſe, of following the 
Work of the Lord; and that it was ſubſcribed by ycur dear 


% Neighbour, and my worthy Friend: Howbeit, I have not 
the leaſt Doubt, but that it was done in the Singleneſs of 
| bis Heart; yet, Icannot conceal from you, what were my 
Thoughts of the Thing it ſelf, to wit, That if that honour- 
ed Inftru.uent of God, and ſingularly owned of him, had 
learkned to tat Deſire (and who would have blamed him if 


he had done it. all Circumſtances conſidered? ) I fear he 
tad, though in the Simplicity of his Heart alſo» caft him- 


elf out of the ſingular and miraculous Protection of that God, 


E e e 2 who 


f Toleration is al ways of Evil. 
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e hath hitherto preſerved him to Admiration; and betakeg 

imſelf to the leading of that, w hichupon narrowsearch, would 
be found to have been carnal Policy; and that therefore his 
Work was at an end; and he would ſhortly fall into the hands 
of his deſperate Enemies, who would ſhew him no Fa- 
your : But, blefſed be He, that I heard another Motive, and 
not that Conſideration, prevailed with him for that Time, 
You ſee, dear Brother, how freely I have opened my 
Heart to you in a few Words; being perſwaded ycu will 
make no ill Improvement of my Freedom; and will with 
Conveniency refreſh me with a Line in Reference to that 
Affair. The Spirit of Light and Counſel be with you, 


1 reſt, 
Toter Brother in the Lord, , 
John Brown, 
PO8BTISOCRIPT, 
Brot ber, 


THis above written of him, who hath obtained Mercy of 
the Lord to be faithful, is in all Things ſo anſwerable 
to my Mind, that I need tell you no more, but that I am 
of the ſame Soul and Sentiment with him in what is ſaid, 
Oh ! how amazing was it to me ! that any Thing was given 
in to the Men of this Conſpiracy againſt Chriſt, in Name of 
the Noncom for miſis: If any Overture had been made, then 
this ſhould have been one, viz. That they would call a 
Parliament, (for a Parlia:nent enly can do it) and reſcind 
their curſed Supremzcy, and take the Crown off the Head 
of the Uiurpe?; for till ſuch Time as that were done, you 
eould, or would have no Favours, that runs through ſuch 3 
curſed Channel; and when that had been, you ſhould then 
know what next: But till then, you ſhould be doing by 
Vertyez of your Oommiſſion. And if they refuſe this, they 
teach you to deſpiſe, yea, to abhor all their Favours: For 
it was then evident, by what they would, that they were 
intended as a Snare to you by this curſed Conveyance. 
Robert Mackward» 


— 
Ys 


— — * 


— - — * * 


Another from the ſame Pen, dated Oct. 1678. 


Rizht Reverend Brotber, | 
Have been much ſurpriſed of late, to hear that almoſt all 
the. ſuff-ring Miniſters in Scotland are, of late, ſo far de- 

generated (L neyer heard nor dreamed of ſuch a Thing) 8 to | 


* ful 


t all 
r de- 
as to 


gin | 


' 
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begin to ſpcak in Favours of that Iadulgenoe, which was, 


and yet is the Bane of our Cauſe, and that which hath given 


the bleeding Intereſt of Chriſt, in that ſuffering Church, a 
more deadly Blew, than all that Prelacy hath done: Some 


| ſo far, that they will not have it mentioned, as a Sin upon the 


Land, nor preached againſt; Others ſo far, as they will have 
none ſo much as hating the Inquity, or lay the wyte upon 
the Hearing, and Ceuntenancing theſe indulged Perſons: Lea 
ſome, and the Generality ( for any thing I know) are come 


that Length, as to be ready to queſtion, and cenſnre ſuch 
'| as preach againft it, or preach upon the Grounds, where any 


| ſuch indulged Miniſter 1s. Oh! where are we, when it is 


come to 


2 
= 


macy ? that the li 


is? what will be the End of theſe prodigious 
Faintings, and 0g” <q Are we ſo in Love of that Supre- 

e was never heard in any Chriſtian 
Church; no not in the Church where Am1:chrif ſitteth, 


nor was ever arrogat.oyer the Church by any Magiſtrate, 
either Heathen, TurkKSor Chriſtian; and (which is our 
Shame and ſhould be our Sorrow) will prove ſuch a Provo- 
cation in the Eyes of the Lord, that he will not pardon, till 
Vengeance be executed on the Land and Pofterity, in a De- 


gree proportionable to the unparallelable Height of that 


Abomination that cauſeth Deſolation: Are we, I ſay, be- 
come ſo inamoured with that Idol of Jealonfie, which pro- 


© voketh to Jealouſfic? that we muſt plead fo much for that 


woful Sprout, com'd out of that bitter Root; even after we 
have ſeen and felt the lamentable EſfeRts of it, where it hath 


| 8 Wo is us! if this be all the Zcal we have for 


„and for his Chriſt this Day, when his Prerogatives are 


* ſoencroached upon by Men, who have fold themſelves to 


deſtroy, ſo far as they can, all the Intereſts of our Lord Je- 
ſus; and to baniſh himſelf and Kingdom and Concerns out of 
the Land. Who, I pray you, of all the indulged Men has 

peared eminently againſt this? Though I honour ſuch of 
them, as are known to me, and ſhall entertain charitable 
Thoughts of others: But is not this uncouth, for the Ambaſ- 
ſadors of Chriſt to depend, as to the actual Exerciſe of their 


- Minifterial Function, on ſuch mediatly, as never were in- 
| truſted with any Church-power ? receiving Injunctions, Li- 


mitations, Relyance, and Authority from the Magiſtrate, in 
Subordination as direct and formal, as any inferior civil 


Court, or Magiſtrate can be bound to, for any Thing I can 
obſerve. And who dare (ay, This is conſonant to our recei- 


' 


ved and avowed Principles, or to the Law of God? And 


| ſeeing this is a manifeſt DefeRion, how many can, or dare 


any be ſilent? and not lift wp their Voice like a Trumpet; 


not only to exoner their own Conſciences, and to bear faith- 
ful Witneſs againſt this $129, When now (by this unyerſal 


Con- 


— — Luo all. 


ments, to root Chri 
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gence) it is becoming in a more plain, undenyable Man- 


ner, the Sin of the ſuffering Church; while as before, it 


ſeemed to me to be only the Sin of a fainting Party, who 
» Contrary to their Oath and Vow, departed from theit 
ſuffering Brethren, to the weakning of the Hands of the 
faithful Remnant, and ftrengthning the Arms of the op- 
preſſing Adverſary; but alfo, as far as in them lies, to pre- 
vent the ſnful Complyance of the People with thee Evils, 
to the further provoking of the Lord againſt the whole 
Land. Is it ſea ſonable for us now, in the Day of the Lord's 
Contending, to be thus tender of a few Men, how worthy ſo- 
ever otherwiſe ; and untender of the grand Concernments of 
our Lord and Mafter? ”Tis ſtrange to me, that any ſyculd 
lead for it, directly or indirectly, wh n it was expieſly 
ſigned to countermine the Lord's wonderful Appearance 
in, and by theſe Afſ-mblings of the Lord's People nicknam- 
ed Comventicles, and blaſphemouſly, Rexdezvorzes of Re- 
Bellion. And that now, after the Lord hath counterwrought, 
theſe Enemies, to the Aſtoniſhment of all, I look upon theſe 
as of a Piece with contending for taking of the Band, lately 
tendered; and for ſubmiſſive Payment of theſe late impoſed 
Txxations of Money: For all theſe were and are contrived, 
deſigned, preſſed, and carried on, expreſiy and in plain 
Terms, to hinder and keep down the Work of God, by 
theſe Field and Hou(e-m-crings, Readezvmezes of Chriſt's 
Militia, where he being General is levying, and ruling, fit 
ting and muttcring his loyal and faithful Souldiers. Nor 
can I (ce, how uch as are fo favcurable to the Indulgence 
can (\p:rakins conſ-quently ) condemn the taking of the 


= 


Baud, or the Payment of this. Impoſition: which is to me a 


practical Compend of all former Complyances with this: 
Enemy, and a plain, r Declaration of their Engage- 

and all his Intereſts out of the 
Land. Though it is true, there is a Majus and a Minus 
that may be pleaded; yet there is Nothing that can alter 
the Kind of their Conformity. Dear Brother, hitherto God; 
hath helpefl you, now in the Strength of the Lord, contend; 
againſt all Fleſh: For your Lord and Maſter is able to make 
all Grace/abound: Beware of all formal, or material and: 
virtual Yifldi:gs unto any Complyance, with any Courſe: 
whatſomever, that hath a Tendency to weaken Chriſt's In- 
rerett, either in it ſelf, or in the Minds and Efteem of any of 
his faithful Followers. Faithfulneſs in a Little will be fol» 
lowed with Dominion over many Cities, The Spirit of Zeal 
would now make us wiſe as Serpents, and reſolute to fand 


upon Foots and Inches: For it is not a light Skirmiſhing, 


with Parties, we have to look to, but the main 3 


e 
— 
— 
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The yielding of one Tot, may occaſion the Loſs. of the 
whole Day. O Lord God of Hoſts, ariſe thou. amd time E nemme: 


ha be ſcattered, and firengtber" the Nothingy that remain 
. when the things that once were, are now as it were hiding and 


dlappearing- Come plead thine own Cauſe, and determine 
that long depending Controverſy, in thine own Time and 
Way. Amen. | 
Let me heat from you, my Dear Brother; His Grace be 
with you. 
Yours in the Lord. 

J. J. 


— 


Another Letter from the foreſaid Author ts 
A Lady in the Weſt. 


4 


Right Hopourable and worthy La 


| 4 
1 Neither can, nor ſha!l excuſe my > loag Silence after the 


Receipt of yours, notwithſtanding of the various Toſſes 
and Buſineſſes I have had fince. And though we fhonld 


have little, or no Matter to communicate, ſave what might 
make us be oft blurring Paper, and writing with galt Tears 


1 trickling down from onr Eyes; yet we ought not to be 
* gtrangers one to another. Thie Time being ſo evil, 


and there being ſo many prodigious Appearances, yea (peak. 


ing Evidences of the Lord's ang at the Door with Venge« 
e 


ance, for a broken Covenant, calleth on us, to be ſtirring np 
one another to be in Readineſs, to meet the Lord, when he 
is coming to execute that long threatned and procured 

udgment. Oh! who may abide the Day of his fearful com- 


ing He hath ſome great and tremenduous Work of Wrath 
and Judgment to bring out in theſe Lands, where he hath 


been put to open Shame; that as our Sins and Provocations 
have been ſingular, and afloniſhing to the Nations, yea, 
ſuch as'Heathens might abhor, (See Jerem. 2. Toy 11 12.) fo 
our Judgements might make the Ears of all, that hear the 
Report thereof, to tingle: And what Wonder, if nis 
aſgements hold a Proportion with our Sins? Yet, it ſhould 
I” Matter of Joy unto all his, that the Lord will thus prove 
himſelf to be God, and give a Demonſtration of his holy, 
pure, and ſpotleſs Juſtice ; yea, notwithſtanding they ſhould 
even be ſweeped away with the common Rod amongſt the 
telt. Alas! Shall we think that we can plead our ſelves 


guile- 
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guiltleſs? who, or where is the Man that dare ſay, he hath 
not given tae Ark of God a wrong Touch, theſe eighteen 
Years? Where is he that dare ſay, he hath been faithful in 
witneſſing, and appearing for his Maſter, when he was de- 
throned, and the Crown taken from his Head, and he and 
his Intereſts baniſhed ont of the Land, fo far as Men, and 
their Laws and Edits could reach? Alas! alas! Inftead of 
amending what hath been amiſs, and of repenting what we 
have done, we are like to add Dru ulenneſt to dier Tb. Oh! 
this great and earneſt Pj-ading for the INDULGED is 
terrible to me; and faith, Sceing we will not be made 
whote, we ſhall not be made whole, Shall we now go and 
lick up our Vomit? I thought the INDULGENCE 
had once been, to all the Non-indulged, as the Ih uit of & 
Dog; but I am ſo far deceived: Yer to me, it becometh 
daily more and more deteſtable ; and the more I think of it, 
[ ſee more Myſteries of Iniquity lying in its Belly. And 1 
hope, the more Men ſeek to keep it in Credit, God ſhall ſpit 
the more in its Face, and make it as loathſom to all the 
Seekers of God, as ever Prelacy was. But Oh! this Eager- 
nefs for it is ominous to me, and preſageth a black and. diſ- 
mal Day, at the very Doors. Meetings that call themſelves 
Preſbyteries, (upon what Ground | know not) will now be 
ſo zealous for this Idol, that they forſooth will cenſure and 
filence ſuch as ſpeak againſt it, as a Sin of dhe Land, or 


preach within its Compaſs, Wo is m<? 1 fear Papitts ſhall 
come and ſweep all away wycther, and make the Land fat 


with Blood: We will plead for Favour and Countenance to 
an Indielgence, which his Soul bateth; I fear he ſhall give 
an Indulgence to a devouring Sword, that is ſharpned, and 
alſo furbiſhed, to drink Blood. O! to be within the Cham» 
bers in that Day. 1 am very appreheakve, the Lord ſhall 
delay no longer; for we are growing worſe and worſe, and 
that ke ſhal! come ard ſwecp the Generation, that have 
ſeen and heard of his great and wondrous Works, off the 
Face of the Earth: Yer 1 wenld fain hope, that he ſhall 
preſerve a Remnant, a Seed to ſerve him; eſpecially of the 
new Converts; But Oh! | cremble to think what ſhall be- 
come of old Profeſſors. As to all this, IL have no more to lay, 
but, Bleſſed be the Glory of the Loyd from bis Place, Ezek. g. 
12. Grace be with you and yours, Worthy and Dear Lady. 


I remain yours in the Lord. 


„3. 
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